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/.YMillion Mutinies

From Cauvery to neutrino, Tamils are taking up the cudgels
on multiple issues. What accounts for this angst?
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ver since the Supreme Court-mandated
deadline for setting up the Cauvery Manage-
ment Board expired at the end of March,
Tamil Nadu has been simmering. On Thurs-
day, the anger boiled over during PM Nar-
endra Modi’s visit to Chennai for the Defex-
po. An army of vociferous protesters in
black took over those areas ofthe city where
the prime minister was supposed to touch
down. They released bunches of black bal-
loons into the sky and #ModiGoBack trend-
ed on Twitter. The rallying call for boycott
may have been given by DMK working pres-
ident MK Stalin but those who responded
came from all walks of life, from ITT-Madras
students to farmers to civil sodety activists.
Yet, this protest is hardly the only one
Tamil Nadu is currently in the grip of. In
the port town of Thoothukudi, residents
have been protesting for over 50 days
against Vedanta-owned Sterlite’s copper
smelter which, they say, is responsible for
various ailments among people living in
the area. The agitation reached its apogee
on March 26, when over 2,00,000 people
raised their voice against Sterlite. Near the
Bodhi hills in Theni district, too, people are
protesting against the proposal to setup a
1,500 crore Neutrino Observatory, an un-
derground laboratory to detect and study
neutrinos, in the area. Around 200 km
away in Neduvasal in Pudukkottai district,
villagers are raring to resume their agita-
tion against ONGC’s proposed hydrocar-
bon project on their lands. A million muti-
nies, it appears, are raging in thestate.
The common thread running through
this multitude of protests is anger over the
perception that Tamil Nadu is being dis-
criminated against. “Whether it is the Ster-

lite protests or
Cauvery, it has
consistently been
brought home that this
is something that

is unfair to Tamil
Nadu as a state,” says S Anandhi, professor
at Madras Institute of Development Studies.
“There is an idea that the state’s demands
are fair and yet it isbeing denied its rights.
That’s why there is unanimous support for
these movements, across sodal strata.” The
Centre and the projects led by it are thus
perceived as impinging on the rights of the
citizens.

Then & Now

This keen sense of Tamil identity and prior-
itising its interests can be traced backto the
Dravidian movement led by stalwarts like
Periyar, which began in the 1920s. The
movement against Brahminical hegemony
and caste system ako played a crucial role
in launching the anti-Hindiagitation of1937,
whenthe Congress, ledby CRajagopalacha-
ri, introduced Hindi as a compulsory sub-
ject in schools in the Madras Presidency.
Faced with protests for three years, the or-
der was finally withdrawn. The anti-Hindi
agitation reared its head again in the 1960s
when it was time for Hindi tobe adopted as
the sole officiallanguage in the country. The
Congress government was voted out, never
toretum to power inthe state, and the DMK
in 1967 inaugurated the rule of the Dravidi-
an parties in the state.

Ifthe Congress was atthe receiving end of
Tamil ire then, it is now the turn of the BJP.
“The credibility deficitof the B]P is so strong
in Tamil Nadu that whatever goes wrong,

Jallikkattu
In January 2017, thousands of people,
led by students, converged on Marina
Beach in Chennal to protest against
an SC order banning Jallikkattu

Anti-Srl Lanka Protests

In March 2013, visuals of the murder of
LTTE chief Prabhakaran's 12-year-old son
sparked outrage In Tamil Nadu. Protesters
sought an independent probe into what
they termed was genocide by Sri Lanka

Koodankulam Protest

Protests against a nuclear power plant in
Koodankulam peaked in 2011-12 after the
nuclear disaster in Fukushima in Japan

Anti-Hindl Agitation

It began In 1937 when Hindi became
compulsory In schools. It flared up
again In 1965 and the Cente had to
bring In an amendment ensuring
English would indefinitely continue
as the associate official language

people tend to blame the party. The Centre
had very little to do with (banning) jallik-
kattu but if you went to Marina Beach dur-
ing the protests, you would have seen peo-
ple raising slogans against Modi. BJP is seen
asanorthIndian, Hindi, Hindu party which
is against Tamil aspirations,” says historian
and writer AR Venkatachalapathy.

From the beginning, the Dravidian par-
ties had also established a welfare state,
perpetuating the notion that the state was

alive,” says Anandhi. This is an idea that
the regional parties, whether it is the DMK
or AIADMK, haveassiduously cultivated.

Vekatachalapathy, however, draws a
distinction between the current protests
and those that happened earlier. “I see
these protests as relatively new. Most of it
is spontaneous, not really organised by
political parties. The parties are capitalis-
ing on it and riding the wave of resent-
ment.” The pro-jallikkattu protests, for
instance, that drew thousands to Marina
Beach in January 2017, had no single lead-
er. With the death of former CM Jay-
alalithaa andoldage and ill healthrestrict-
ing former CM Karunanidhi, there is a
crisis in the polity. “People are waiting for
a new leadership or movement to
emerge.”

There isalso adistinct dichotomy when
it comes to issues within the state. For in-
stance, while the Jayalalithaa-led govern-
ment might give people afree handto pro-
test against Sri Lankans coming to play
cricket in Chennai, it came down hard on
any dissidence against itself. The death of
Jayalalithaa has now opened up the space
for dissent, says Anandhi. “Thespace that
has opened up is now beingseized by civil
society.”

The widespread of adoption of social
mediaand mobile phones are makingit all
the easier for people to organise and
spread the message of revolt. With every
move of the Centre coming under scruti-
ny in Tamil Nadu, it is now up to the gov-
ernment to assure the people, bothin word
andin deed, thatit is not being discriminat-
ed against. Here, perceptions might evenbe
more important than reality. m
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ONGC pays glowing
tributes to Ambedkar

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
(@ Rajamahendravaram

EXECUTIVE Director and
Asset Manager of ONGC DMR
Sekhar has said Bharat Ratna
Dr. BR Ambedkar played an
instrumental role in
industrialisingand introducing
labour-friendly policies in
India, besides hugely
contributing to drafting of the
constitution. He took partinthe
127th birth anniversary
celebrations of Ambedkar held
at ONGC Base Complex on
Saturday.

He said Ambedkar’s ideas on
the betterment of under
privileged had influenced
numerous welfare policies of
the governments and ONGC's

CSR and component plan are
also influenced by his ideas of
creating a better society
Ambedkar's poor family
background could not deter
him from championing the
cause of the socially
marginalised sections of
society, informed Sekhar

From this great soul’s
resolute determination and
struggles, the youth of the day
has a lot to take inspiration to
build their successful careers
and serve society, he said.
Earlier, Sekhar garlanded the
statue of Ambedkar.

Commemorating the event,
the ONGC, under the aegis of
the All India SC/ST Employees
Welfare Association, organised
a blood donation camp.
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Varanasi to go
green with CNG,
PNG services

Sanjay.Dutta
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Prime Minister’s
Narendra Modi’s constituen-
cy Varanasi is ready to go gre-
en with CNG (compressed na-
tural gas) and PNG (piped na-
tural gas) services, harves-
ting the first fruits of PM's RS
13,000-croreenergy lifeline for
reviving industrial activity in
theregion.

About 5,700 homes havere-
ceived PNG connection and
two CNG stations have been
constructed by state-run gas
utility GAIL, while the crema-
torilum at Harishchandra
ghat too has been converted to
run on clean-burning natural
gas, people working on the
project in the city told T'OI.

The PNG connections have
been given to residents of
DLW, Bhel and BHU colonies.
The CNG stations are located
in the city’s periphery and can
service roughly 200 autos, they
said. State-run gas utility GA-
IL, which is implementing the
project, ismakingtrialrunsby
filling the pipeline network
with CNG to remove impuriti-
es such as moisture and sulp-
hur etc. Commercial service
willstart thismonth. GAIL has
laid a 27-km-long spur line to
connect the network to the ma-
in trunk pipeline beinglaid un-
der the energy lifeline project,
known as ‘Urja Ganga'. The
project envisages laying a 2,655
km trunk pipeline through UR
Bihar, Jharkhand, Bengal and
Odisha. The Centre has appro-
ved grant of Rs5,176 crore.
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|0C to give LPG connections to
6.95 lakh poor families in NE

PTI m GUWAHATI

PSU major Indian Oil
Corporation will distribute
6.55 lakh new LPG connections
to poor women beneficiaries
across 6,741 villages in the
northeast as part of the Centres
initiative to make households
smokeless.

“We have launched our
programme to make these vil-
lages smokeless. Under this
initiative, which was announced
by the Prime Minister, we will
give LPG connections in the
name of women in the houses,”
Indian Oil Corporation Chief
General Manager (IndianQil-
AOD) Uttiya Bhattacharyya
told PTT here.

Under the programme
Gram Swaraj Abhiyan, the com-

pany will handover LPG con-
nections to 6.55 lakh families
across 6,741 villages in the
northeast, including 2.4 lakh
new connections in 3,042 vil-
lages in Assam, he added.

“The programme is begin-
ning today and will end on May
5. In the scheme, the selection
of woman beneficiary will be
from the BPL families identified
from the SECC list or from any
of these categories — SC/ST
households, Pradhan Mantri
Awas Yojana (Gramin),
Antyodaya Anna Yojana, forest
dwellers, Most Backward
Classes, tea and ex-tea garden
tribes and people residing in
island and river islands)
Bhattacharyya said.

Under this initiative, the
government will give the

deposit money on behalf of the
beneficiaries, while the cylin-
ders will be given to the own-
ers on loan from the company,
which will start recovering the
same from delivery of the sev-
enth cylinder from the sub-
sidiary amount.

“This will require about Rs
110 crore investment from our
side for implementing the pro-
ject in 80 districts of the region.
This amount will start coming
to us against from delivery of
the seventh cylinder to the
beneficiary,” he said.

The senior official
informed that the company has
been preparing itself to meet
this additional demand for the
last few months and is ready to
handle the extra load of cylin-
ders due to this programme.
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India under US
currency watch

Washington: The US Trea-
sury has added India to its
watch list of countries with
potentially questionable for-
eign exchange policies, joining
China and four others, accord-
ing to areport issued on Satur-
day.

The Treasury said the
“monitoring list” includes
those “major trading partners
that merit close attention to
their currency practices.”

In addition to India, the
semi-annual report to Con-
gress names five nations that
continue on the list from Octo-
ber: China, Germany, Japan,
Korea and Switzerland.

Countries remain on the
list for two reporting cveles “to
help ensure that any improve-
ment in performance versus
the criteria is durable and is
not due to temporary factors.”

While no major trading
pariner was found to be
manipulating its currency,
five of those on the list meet
two of the three criteria, while
China is included because “it
constitutes a disproportionate
share of the overall US trade
deficit.”

The US has a deficit of $337
billion with China of a total
global trade deficit of $566
billion, according to govern-
ment data.

“We will continue to moni-
tor and combat unfair curren-
cy practices, while encourag-
ing policies and reforms to ad-
dress large trade imbalances,”
US treasury secretary Steven
Mnuchin said in a statement.

The Treasury report is re-
quired by Congress to identify
couniries that are trying to ar-

LINE OF FIRE

® On the list: India,
China, Germany, Japan,
Korea and Switzerland

u Lens on: Questionabl_e
foreign exchange policies

® India observation:
Increased its purchases
of foreign exchange over
the first three quarters
of 2017 although the
rupee rose in value

tificially manage the value of
their currency to gain a trade
advantage, for example by
keeping the exchange rate low
to promote cheaper exports.

visit
Washington: US energy sec-
retary Rick Perry is travelling
to India as part of the Trump
administration’s move to en-
hance bilateral energy ties.

“The US secretary of energy
Rick Perry will travel to India
on the heels of a large delivery
of US sourced natural gas,” the
department of energy said.

GAIL India has recently
signed a 20-vear deal to buy
LNG from Cheniere Energy of
the US.

During his visit to New
Delhi, Perry will meet both
government officials and pri-
vate firms to discuss the grow-

ing energy relationship be-
tween the US and India. rn

The report said India,
which has a $23 billion trade
surplus with the United
States, “increased its purchas-
es of foreign exchange over
the first three quarters of
2017,” although the rupee still
rosein value.

“Given that Indian foreign
exchange reserves are ample,
and that India maintains some
controls on both inbound and
outbound flows of private cap-
ital, further reserve accumu-
lation does not appear neces-
sary,” the Treasury said.

And while China — which
is at the centre of a brewing
trade dispute with Washing-
ton — remained on the watch
list, the Treasury said “the
Chinese currency generally
moved against the dollar in a
direction that should™ help re-
duce China’s trade surplus
with the United States.

“The increasingly non-
market direction of China’s
economic development poses
growing risks to its major
trading partners and the long-
term global growth outlook,”
the Treasury said.

Germany alsoremained on
the watch list, even thoughitis
part of the European currency
union, which means it cannot
independently control the ex-
change rate for the euro.

Even so, the report notes
that Germany “has the world's
largest current account sur-
plus” and has made “little
progress in cutting this sur-
plus in the past three years.”

The Treasury called for all
the countries on the list to im-
plement economic reforms to
address their surpluses. Agencies
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India under US
currency watch

Washington: The US Trea-
sury has added India to its
watch list of countries with
potentially questionable for-
eign exchange policies, joining
China and four others, accord-
ing to areport issued on Satur-
day.

The Treasury said the
“monitoring list” includes
those “major trading partners
that merit close attention to
their currency practices.”

In addition to India, the
semi-annual report to Con-
gress names five nations that
continue on the list from Octo-
ber: China, Germany, Japan,
Korea and Switzerland.

Countries remain on the
list for two reporting cveles “to
help ensure that any improve-
ment in performance versus
the criteria is durable and is
not due to temporary factors.”

While no major trading
pariner was found to be
manipulating its currency,
five of those on the list meet
two of the three criteria, while
China is included because “it
constitutes a disproportionate
share of the overall US trade
deficit.”

The US has a deficit of $337
billion with China of a total
global trade deficit of $566
billion, according to govern-
ment data.

“We will continue to moni-
tor and combat unfair curren-
cy practices, while encourag-
ing policies and reforms to ad-
dress large trade imbalances,”
US treasury secretary Steven
Mnuchin said in a statement.

The Treasury report is re-
quired by Congress to identify
couniries that are trying to ar-

LINE OF FIRE

® On the list: India,
China, Germany, Japan,
Korea and Switzerland

u Lens on: Questionabl_e
foreign exchange policies

® India observation:
Increased its purchases
of foreign exchange over
the first three quarters
of 2017 although the
rupee rose in value

tificially manage the value of
their currency to gain a trade
advantage, for example by
keeping the exchange rate low
to promote cheaper exports.

visit
Washington: US energy sec-
retary Rick Perry is travelling
to India as part of the Trump
administration’s move to en-
hance bilateral energy ties.

“The US secretary of energy
Rick Perry will travel to India
on the heels of a large delivery
of US sourced natural gas,” the
department of energy said.

GAIL India has recently
signed a 20-vear deal to buy
LNG from Cheniere Energy of
the US.

During his visit to New
Delhi, Perry will meet both
government officials and pri-
vate firms to discuss the grow-

ing energy relationship be-
tween the US and India. rn

The report said India,
which has a $23 billion trade
surplus with the United
States, “increased its purchas-
es of foreign exchange over
the first three quarters of
2017,” although the rupee still
rosein value.

“Given that Indian foreign
exchange reserves are ample,
and that India maintains some
controls on both inbound and
outbound flows of private cap-
ital, further reserve accumu-
lation does not appear neces-
sary,” the Treasury said.

And while China — which
is at the centre of a brewing
trade dispute with Washing-
ton — remained on the watch
list, the Treasury said “the
Chinese currency generally
moved against the dollar in a
direction that should™ help re-
duce China’s trade surplus
with the United States.

“The increasingly non-
market direction of China’s
economic development poses
growing risks to its major
trading partners and the long-
term global growth outlook,”
the Treasury said.

Germany alsoremained on
the watch list, even thoughitis
part of the European currency
union, which means it cannot
independently control the ex-
change rate for the euro.

Even so, the report notes
that Germany “has the world's
largest current account sur-
plus” and has made “little
progress in cutting this sur-
plus in the past three years.”

The Treasury called for all
the countries on the list to im-
plement economic reforms to
address their surpluses. Agencies



TIMES OF INDIA, Mumbai, 15.4.2018

Varanasi to go
green with CNG,
PNG services

Sanjay.Dutta@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's constituency
Varanasi is ready to go green
with CNG (compressed natu-
ral gas) and PNG (piped natu-
ral gas) services, harvesting
the first fruits of PM's Rs
13,000-crore energy lifeline for
reviving industrial activity in
theregion.

About 5,700 homes have re-
ceived PNG connection and
two CNG stations have been
constructed by staterun gas
utility GAIL, while the crema-
torium at Harishchandra ghat
t0o has been converted to run
on clean-burning natural gas,
people working on the project
in thecity told TOL

The PNG connections have
been given toresidents of DLW,
Bhel and BHU colonies. The
CNG stationsare located in the
city’s periphery and can servi-
ceroughly 200 autos, they said.

State-run gas utility GAIL,
which is implementing the
project, is makKing trial runs by
filling the pipeline network
with CNG to remove impuriti-
es such as moisture and sulp-
huretc.

Commercial service will
startthis month. GAILhaslaid
a 27-km-long spur line to con-
nect the network to the main
trunk pipeline being laid un-
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Varanasi set to go green with
arrival of CNG, PNG services

Sanjay. Dutta@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Narendra Mo-
di’s constituency Varanasi
is ready to go green with
CNG (compressed natural
gas)and PNG (piped natural
gas)services, harvestingthe
first fruits of Prime Mini-
ster's Rs 13,000-crore energy
lifeline for reviving indust-
rialactivity in the region.

About 5,700 homes have
received PNG connection
and two CNG stations have
been constructed by state-
run gas utility GAIL, while
the crematorium at Harish-
chandra ghat too has been
converted to run on clean-
burning natural gas, people
working on theprojectin the
city told STOL.

The PNG connections ha-
ve been given to residents of
DLW, Bhel and BHU col-
onies. The CNG stations are
located in the city’s periphe-
ry and can service roughly
200 autos, they said. State-

ECO-FRIENDLY HOLY CIT

run gas utility GAIL, which
is implementing the project,
is making trial runs by fil-
ling the pipeline network
with CNG to remove impuri-
ties such as moisture and
sulphur etc. Commercial
service will start anytime
this month.

GAIL has laid a 27-Km-
long spur line to connect the
network to the main trunk
pipelinebeinglaid underthe
energy lifeline project,
known as ‘Urja Ganga'.

Theprojectenvisageslaying
a 2,655-km trunk pipeline
through UP. Bihar, Jha-
rkhand, West Bengal and
(Odisha. The Centre has app-
roved capital grant of RS
5.176 crore to cover 40% of
the project cost.

GAILisrunningahead of
schedule with the project
and expects to complete the
first phase from Phulpur in
UP to Dobhi, Patna and
Barauni in Bihar by July, six
months ahead of the Dec-
ember 2018 deadline. This
will help launch CNG and
PNG services in Patna,
Ranchi and Jamshedpur
around August

The project is aimed at
speeding up industrial acti-
vity In eastern region by
supplying gas to help revive
fertiliser and power plants,
refineries, steel plants and
other industries. Italso aims
at extending the convenien-
ceof PNG and CNG services
to key eastern cities.
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Raj Thackeray joins the
anti-refinery refrain

After Uddhav’s threat to CM, MNS chief promises support

to farmers opposing the Rs 3-trillion project in Ratnagiri

"

Farmers sit down with MNS chief Raj Thackeray to persuade him to join their opposi-
tion to the project. Below: Uddhav Thackeray is also expected to visit Nanar soon

| Chaitanya.Marpakwar
@timesgroup.com

TWEETS @chaitanya_pm

ould the warring Thackeray cousins

find common ground in the Nanar

refinery project? Farmers from vil-

lages where the Rs 3-trillion refinery

is planned to be set up in Ratnagiri
district met MNS chief Raj Thackeray on Satur-
day, asking forsupporttotheiragitationagainst
the mega refinery.

Raj is said to have assured them of full sup-
portand avisit to Nanar soon.

“We are meeting all political leaders who
had told us that they were against the project
and had expressed their support to farmers. So,
we met MNS chief Raj Thackeray, too. He as-
sured usof hisfull support. Hesaid hewould vis-
it Nanar soon to back us,” said Ashok Walam,
president of the Konkan Anti-Refinery Action
Committee, who is leading the protests. The
farmers also met Congress leaders, Including
state president Ashok Chavan.

“Rajsaheb has promised support to the Na-
nar farmers. He will begin his statewide tour on
May 1, during which hewillvisit the Konkan re-
gion and meet the farmers there. The MNS will
notletfarmerssuffer,” said MNSleader Sandeep
Deshpande.

Thebacking from the political heavyweight
came aday after his cousin and Shiv Sena chief,
Uddhav Thackeray, lashed out at Chief Minis-
ter Devendra Fadnavis for not doing enough to
stop the Centre from giving the go-ahead tothe
project despite widespread opposition and
threatened to pull outof the government.

A senior Sena functionary said Uddhav has
spoken to key party ministers, asking them to
“be prepared to step down"”. “This is the right
time, if we want to pull out of the government.
This isour moment because everyone isagainst
the project. If the government doesn’t budge,
wewillwithdrawsupport.”

Uddhav, too, is expected to visit Nanar
soon. “Hewillcampthereand meetaffected vil-
lagers,” said the functionary.

Threatto environment
Besides displacing a large number of farmers,
the project has been opposed by conservation-
ists, NGOs and anti-nuclear activists for likely
environmental degradation in the eco-sensi-
tive zones of the Konkan region. Itis suspected
that the pollution from the refinery complex
will not only affect mango and cashew or-
chards, butalsoaltermarinelife.
Walamwarned thatthe projectwillalsolead
to an increase in particulate suspended matter

and oil spills in the Waghotane creek, endan-
gering the lives and livelihoods of villagers.

Averballashing

In his vitriolic attack in party mouthpiece
Saamna, Uddhav had called Fadnavis “spine-
less” and a "traitor” for going back on his sup-
posed promise of ensuring that the project
would not be “thrustupon the people”. Hesaid
his party would not allow the project to take off
“under any circumstance”. “It looks like the
Centre has not paid heed to the chief minister,
who should have remained adamant and got
the project scrapped.”

The pillory came two days after a consorti-
um of Indian Oil Corporation, Bharat Petro-
leum Corporation Ltd and Hindustan Petro-
leum Corporation Ltd signed an MoU with
state-owned Saudi Arabian Oil Company (Sau-
di Aramco) for setting up “India’s largest refin-
eryand petroleum complex” in Ratnagiri.

Political support for the agitation against
the project has been growing. Former chief
minister and Maharashtra Swabhiman Paksha
founder Narayan Rane, who recently entered
the Rajya Sabha through a BJP nomination, is
also opposed to the project. NCP chief Sharad
Pawar has asked the government to look for an
alternative site for therefinery.

A defensive Fadnavis has said that the MoU
has been misunderstood, and that it was not
about the Nanar project but the oil refinery on
the western coast. He has asserted that the gov-
ernment would go ahead with the project re-
gardless of opposition. He also said he would
persuade Uddhav and Rane and the protesting
farmers to give up their resistance.

Once built, the refinery will be the largest
single location refinery complex in the world
with a capacity of 60 million tonne.
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