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ONGC inks MoU with IIM Nagpur to accelerate green energy drive 

https://www.indianchemicalnews.com/rd/ongc-inks-mou-with-iim-nagpur-to-accelerate-green-energy-drive-28714 

  
The partnership will focus on key areas including renewable energy integration, energy storage, biofuels, green hydrogen, 

ESG and sustainability frameworks 

By ICN Bureau | December 28, 2025 

ONGC Green Limited, the renewable energy arm of Oil and Natural Gas Corporation Limited (ONGC), has entered into 

a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with IIM Nagpur to strengthen research, policy development, and leadership 

capabilities in renewable and future energy domains. The collaboration is aimed at supporting India's clean energy 

transition through structured academic engagement and industry-led implementation. 

The partnership will focus on key areas including renewable energy integration, energy storage, biofuels, green hydrogen, 

ESG and sustainability frameworks, and carbon and green credit markets. By combining academic rigour with operational 

experience, the collaboration seeks to enable informed decision-making, innovation, and capacity building essential for 

a low-carbon and energy-secure India. 

The MoU was signed on behalf of IIM Nagpur by its Director, Prof Bhimaraya Metri, and on behalf of ONGC Green Limited 

by its Chief Operating Officer, Harsh Nupur Joshi. 

Senior faculty members of IIM Nagpur Prof. Alok Kumar Singh, Dean  Executive Education Programmes and Prof. Nikunj 

Kumar Jain, Chairperson of the Executive MBA in Energy Management, were present. On behalf of the ONGC, Deepak 

Kumar, GM (Electrical), was present. 

Speaking on the occasion, Joshi said the energy sector is undergoing a rapid transformation. Our aim is to work together 

to support India's net-zero target by 2070. We intend to take up projects in energy storage, biofuels, and future energy 

solutions such as green hydrogen, which is going to be a game changer for India, he said. 

Dr. Metri said that India's progress in green energy is being closely observed globally. The world will be watching India's 

initiatives towards sustainable and green energy. IIM Nagpur is proud to be associated with ONGC Green in this important 

national mission. Through this collaboration, we aim to contribute research, leadership, and policy insights that can shape 

India's future energy ecosystem, he said. 

Aligned with ONGC Green's renewable expansion roadmap and India's long-term NetZero objectives, this initiative will 

help advance cleaner power, reduce emissions, and skilled green employment, ensuring that India's energy transition is 

resilient, inclusive, and future-ready. 
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Oil prices rose on Monday, supported by expectations of stronger demand from China and lingering geopolitical 

uncertainty after US-led efforts to end the war in Ukraine failed to produce a breakthrough. 

Brent crude climbed above USD 61 a barrel, recovering part of the 2.6 per cent decline recorded on Friday, while US 

West Texas Intermediate traded close to USD 57. 

Sentiment was buoyed by signals of sustained policy support from China, the world's largest crude importer. China's 

Ministry of Finance said on Saturday that Beijing would broaden its fiscal spending base in 2026, underlining the 

government's commitment to driving growth at a time when the economy remains under pressure from a prolonged 

property downturn and external challenges, including trade frictions with the United States. 

Geopolitical risks also remained in focus. Although Washington has intensified diplomatic efforts to end the Ukraine 

conflict, key differences persist. US President Donald Trump said he made a lot of progress in talks on Sunday with 

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskiy at the Mar-a-Lago resort, adding that he aimed to hold another meeting with 

Zelenskiy and European leaders in January. 

Despite the rebound, oil prices are still on course for a fifth consecutive monthly decline in December, the longest losing 

streak in more than two years. Markets have been weighed down by concerns of a global supply glut as output rises from 

the Opec+ group, which includes Russia, as well as from producers outside the alliance. 
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Crude oil rises as China pledges to broaden fiscal spending base in 2026 
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Brent increased above $61 a barrel, after declining 2.6% on Friday. Meanwhile, West Texas Intermediate was close to 

$57. 

Oil prices climbed higher on the prospects of improved demand from China, and also as US-led talks to end the Ukraine 

war failed to yield a breakthrough. 

As on Dec 26, 2025 3:59 PM 

Brent increased above $61 a barrel, after declining 2.6% on Friday. Meanwhile, West Texas Intermediate was close to 

$57. 

China has pledged to broaden its fiscal spending base in 2026, as per its Ministry of Finance statement on Saturday, 

signaling government support in a sustained manner to driven growth. 

While the US stepped up a push to end the war in Ukraine, sticking points remain, highlighting the difficulty in ending the 

conflict. President Donald Trump said he made a lot of progress in talks on Sunday with Ukrainian counterpart Volodymyr 

Zelenskiy at the Mar-a-Lago resort. The US leader said he aimed to convene another meeting with Zelenskiy and 

European leaders in January. 

Oil is still on track for a fifth monthly drop in December, which would be the longest losing streak in more than two years. 

Prices have been dragged lower by concerns about a global glut following supply increases from the OPEC+ cartel  which 

includes Russia  as well as nations outside the group. 

China is the top crude importer, and its economy has faced headwinds amid a prolonged property downturn and mounting 

external pressures, including trade frictions with the US. At the same time, Beijing's robust stockpiling of crude is expected 

to continue next year, helping to absorb the surplus. 
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N ew Delhi: From January 1, 2026, India will take over the BRICS presidency, a milestone that comes at a time when 

Americas policies have inadvertently pushed India, Russia and China closer. 

This convergence has made BRICS more influential platform on the global stage. 

Earlier this year, US President Donald Trump had threatened 100 percent tariffs on BRICS nations, highlighting the 

strategic weight this bloc now carries. 

A recent report highlights that BRICS countries, including India, are intensifying collaboration in agriculture, treating food 

security as a strategic priority for the Global South. Initiatives now span agricultural trade, technology transfer, climate-

adapted farming and value chain development. 

Analysts say this coordinated approach could pose a major challenge to US influence in 2026. 

BRICS Produces 42% Of The Worlds Oil 

The combined production of crude oil, gold reserves, economic scale and food self-sufficiency determines a countrys 

bargaining power in global geopolitics, and BRICS holds a large share of this power. The 11-member bloc has repeatedly 

challenged the dominance of the US dollar. 

The World Energy Statistics Review 2025 says that BRICS collectively produced about 42 percent of the worlds oil in 

2024. 

BRICS Owns One-Fifth of Worlds Gold 

China and Russia alone hold over 14 percent of global central bank gold reserves. Including other BRICS nations, the 

bloc possesses around 20 percent of global gold reserves. When domestic gold holdings are added, Indias share stands 

out, surpassing that of many other countries. 

BRICS Contributes 29% To Global GDP 

The World Bank says that in 2024, China, India, Brazil and Russia ranked among the worlds 11 largest economies. 

BRICS nations accounted for roughly 29 percent of global GDP that year. 

With economic growth in member nations and the inclusion of new members, the blocs overall economic influence has 

grown rapidly in recent years. 

India Opens Door To Rupee Trade In BRICS 

In a historic move this August, India issued an official circular allowing BRICS nations to conduct 100 percent of their 

trade in Indian rupees, challenging the global dominance of the US dollar. 

Experts believe this step could accelerate the decline of dollar dominance in global markets. The Reserve Bank of India 

(RBI) has instructed banks to open more dedicated vostro accounts without prior approval, allowing exporters and 

importers from other nations to trade directly in rupees. 

Breaking Away From The Dollar 

BRICS countries are actively working on an independent payment system outside the US dollar, raising new concerns in 

Washington about the potential weakening of American financial influence. 

Brazils Ambassador to Russia Sergio Rodrigues dos Santos told Russian news agency TASS that building this BRICS 

payment mechanism is both realistic and achievable and represents a top strategic priority for the bloc. The initiatives 
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foundation was laid during Russias BRICS presidency in 2024, with discussions continuing under Brazils leadership this 

year. 

Stable Oil Imports From Russia 

Despite US sanctions on Russian oil companies, Indian refiners continue to import non-restricted crude from Russia 

without disruption. The Times of India reports that even after Trump imposed sanctions on Lukoil and Rosneft, December 

saw stable oil imports from Russia. 

Bilateral relations have been strong despite Western pressure. 

Indias Russian Oil Flow To Hit 1 Million Barrels Daily 

Reuters reports that India is expected to import over one million barrels of Russian crude per day in December. This is 

contrary to expectations of a significant decline, as refiners continue purchasing discounted crude from non-sanctioned 

Russian suppliers. 

Reliance Resumes Russian Oil Purchases 

According to Bloomberg, Reliance Industries Limited has restarted buying Russian crude at discounted rates from non-

sanctioned suppliers, transporting it to its refinery in Gujarat. 

The company has contracted Aframax tankers from RusExport, ensuring the flow of crude to its refinery with a capacity 

of 660,000 barrels per day. Officials say this move could help offset the decline in Indias Russian oil purchases, potentially 

reducing any shortfall by more than half this month. 
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Despite positive signals from peace talks, significant hurdles remain, particularly regarding territorial control in the Donbas 

region. 

Market watchers are also monitoring US actions against Venezuelan oil and fallout from strikes in Nigeria. 

Oil prices rose in early Asian trading on Monday as investors weighed Middle East tensions that could disrupt supply, 

while a major hurdle remains in the Russia-Ukraine peace talks. 

Brent crude futures rose 57 cents or 0.94 per cent to $61.21 per barrel by 0112 GMT, while US West Texas Intermediate 

(WTI) crude was up 54 cents or 0.95 per cent to $57.28. 

Both benchmark prices fell more than 2 per cent on Friday as investors weighed a looming global supply glut and the 

possibility of a Ukraine peace deal ahead of weekend talks between Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskiy and US 

President Donald Trump. 

"The main reason prices are rising is that geopolitical tensions remain elevated, as Russia and Ukraine continued striking 

each other's energy infrastructure over the weekend. 

"The Middle East has also been unsettled recently, with Saudi air strikes in Yemen and Iran saying the country is in a 

'full-scale war' with the US, Europe, and Israel. This may be what's driving market concerns about potential supply 

disruptions," said Yang An, analyst at Haitong Futures. 

US President Donald Trump said on Sunday that he and Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskiy were "getting a lot 

closer, maybe very close" to an agreement to end the war in Ukraine, though both leaders acknowledged that some of 

the thorniest details remain unresolved. 

The two leaders spoke at a joint press conference late Sunday afternoon after meeting at Trump's Mar-a-Lago resort in 

Florida. Trump said it will be clear "in a few weeks" whether negotiations to end the war will succeed. 

The peace talks were positive. However, there was no breakthrough, and a significant hurdle remains in the form of 

territorial control of the Donbas region, said IG's analyst Tony Sycamore. 

Crude oil is expected to trade within a $55-$60 type range with an eye also on US enforcement actions against 

Venezuelan oil shipments and any fallout from the US military strike against ISIS targets in Nigeria, which produces about 

1.5 million barrels per day, IG said in a note.  
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Total crude oil processed increased by 2.3%, driven by both PSU and private refiners. Petroleum product output 

marginally decreased, while crude oil imports rose significantly. 

New Delhi: India's indigenous crude oil and condensate production stood at 2.3 million metric tonnes (MMT) in November 

2025, with 76 per cent coming from nomination fields, 13.4 per cent from pre-NELP fields and 10.4 per cent from NELP 

fields, according to data released by the Petroleum Planning and Analysis Cell (PPAC). Production during the month 

registered a 2.6 per cent decline compared with the corresponding period of the previous year, PPAC said. 

Total crude oil processed during November 2025 rose to 22.3 MMT, marking a 2.3 per cent increase over November 

2024. Of this, PSU and joint venture refiners processed 15.1 MMT, while private refiners processed 7.3 MMT. Total 

indigenous crude oil processed during the month was 2.1 MMT, while imported crude oil processed stood at 20.2 MMT 

across all Indian refineries. 

PPAC said total crude oil processed during AprilNovember of the current financial year grew 2.1 per cent compared with 

the same period of the previous year. Production of petroleum products during November 2025 was 23.3 MMT, marginally 

0.2 per cent lower than November 2024. Of this, 23 MMT came from refinery production and 0.3 MMT from fractionators. 

PPAC said petroleum product output during AprilNovember FY26 recorded a growth of 0.5 per cent compared with the 

same period of FY25. 

In November 2025, the product-wise share of total POL production showed high-speed diesel at 41.5 per cent, motor 

spirit at 18.1 per cent, naphtha at 6.3 per cent, aviation turbine fuel at 5.8 per cent, petcoke at 5.4 per cent, LPG at 4.4 

per cent, with the remaining share accounted for by bitumen, FO/LSHS, LDO, lubes and other products, PPAC said. 

Crude oil imports increased by 11.1 per cent in November 2025 and by 2.4 per cent during AprilNovember FY26 

compared with the corresponding period of the previous year, PPAC said. 

At the same time, imports of petroleum products declined by 8.6 per cent in November 2025 and by 0.6 per cent during 

AprilNovember FY26. PPAC said the reduction in product imports during the cumulative period was mainly due to lower 

imports of fuel oil, motor spirit and petcoke. 

Exports of petroleum products fell by 1.7 per cent in November 2025, while exports during AprilNovember FY26 increased 

by 0.4 per cent compared with the corresponding period of the previous year. The cumulative increase was driven mainly 

by higher exports of motor spirit, high-speed diesel and naphtha, PPAC said.  
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India's climate moment: Why 2026 must become the year of execution 
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India enters 2026 with significant advantages. It has scale, technical capability, entrepreneurial depth, and a development 

trajectory that is still being built. 

Climate change can either slow that trajectory or strengthen it. The outcome will depend on how quickly intent is converted 

into implementation. 

As 2025 ends, India is confronting climate change not as a distant environmental risk but as a measurable economic 

variable. The past year saw India experience one of its hottest recorded summers, with prolonged heat waves across 

northern and central regions affecting labour productivity in construction, manufacturing, and logistics. 

According to government and industry estimates, heat stress alone is already costing India between 4 and 6 percent of 

GDP annually through lost working hours, health impacts, and lower agricultural output. Climate change is no longer a 

future discount factor. It is a present cost embedded in India's growth model. 

What clearly shifted in 2025 was how these impacts translated into financial and operational decisions. Infrastructure 

projects experienced delays due to extreme weather events. Urban flooding disrupted transport and municipal services 

in multiple tier one and tier two cities. Insurance penetration remained low, but premiums and exclusions increased 

sharply in high-risk zones, particularly for commercial assets. 

Food price volatility became more sensitive to erratic rainfall patterns, complicating inflation management. Climate risk is 

now influencing credit assessments, project timelines, and public expenditure planning across India. 

At the same time, India's role as a climate solutions economy strengthened significantly. By mid-2025, India had crossed 

190 gigawatts of installed renewable energy capacity, with solar accounting for the largest share. Annual renewable 

additions remained among the highest globally. 

Domestic manufacturing of solar modules, electrolyzers, and battery components expanded under production linked 

incentive schemes. Green hydrogen projects moved beyond announcements into pilot scale industrial use, particularly 

in refining, fertilisers, and steel. Sustainability is no longer discussed in isolation. It is increasingly linked to energy 

security, import substitution, and industrial competitiveness. 

Yet the execution gap remains visible. India needs an estimated 300 billion dollars annually in climate related investment 

through 2030 to stay on a credible transition pathway. Current flows are significantly below this level. While global capital 

is available, India's ability to absorb it efficiently is constrained by lack of long tenor debt, currency risk, limited credit 

enhancement, and uneven project readiness at the state and municipal level. 

This gap is most acute in adaptation. Despite being one of the world's most climate vulnerable economies, less than a 

quarter of India's climate finance flows currently support adaptation. 

Urban resilience illustrates the problem clearly. India's cities face rising heat stress, flooding, and water scarcity, yet most 

investments in cooling, drainage, and water systems remain publicly funded with limited private participation. 

District cooling climate resilient housing flood control infrastructure , and wastewater reuse are technically viable and 

commercially proven globally, but in India they lack standardised procurement models and predictable revenue streams. 

Without these, private capital remains cautious, leaving states and cities fiscally exposed. 

The global climate process reinforces the urgency of execution. COP30 marked a clear shift from ambition to 

implementation, with adaptation finance and delivery mechanisms receiving far greater attention. 

For India, the signal was unambiguous. International credibility will increasingly depend on whether national priorities 

translate into measurable outcomes rather than long term targets alone. As the world looks toward the next COP, large 

emerging economies will be evaluated on execution frameworks, industrial transition pathways, and financing structures, 

not headline commitments. 

https://government.economictimes.indiatimes.com/blog/indias-climate-action-execution-is-key-for-2026/126216771


 

Page 28 of 35. 

This makes 2026 a decisive year. The policy groundwork laid in 2025 must now translate into outcomes. The launch of 

India's draft green taxonomy has brought long awaited clarity on what qualifies as sustainable economic activity, enabling 

more credible capital allocation. 

The Reserve Bank of India's Regulatory Climate Oversight framework, notified on 27 September 2025, has begun 

embedding climate risk into the financial system through stronger governance, risk management, and disclosure 

expectations. In parallel, the Department of Science and Technology's climate focused R&D roadmap and India's CCUS 

roadmap signal a shift from intent to industrial scale planning in hard to abate sectors. 

Carbon markets are also entering a new phase. With the European Union's Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism 

moving into its execution phase in 2026, Indian exporters in steel, cement, aluminium, and chemicals will face direct 

carbon cost exposure. 

The government's green steel notification and associated schemes announced in 2025 are therefore strategically 

important. They provide early movers with a pathway to protect market access while aligning growth with emissions 

intensity reduction. 

Adaptation must move to the centre of India's climate strategy in 2026. Heat resilient building codes, reflective roofing, 

district cooling , advanced weather forecasting, climate resilient seeds, water efficient industrial processes, and 

decentralised energy systems already exist. These are not experimental technologies. 

What is missing is coordinated deployment at scale. This requires regulatory clarity, bankable project structures, and 

financing models that blend public capital with private investment to manage early-stage risk. 

Industry must lead this transition in practical terms. Energy efficiency will be one of the fastest and most cost-effective 

levers in the coming year. Improvements in industrial processes, buildings, and transport reduce exposure to energy 

price volatility while delivering immediate productivity gains. 

Combined with electrification and clean energy procurement, energy efficiency will shape how well companies manage 

compliance costs, including CBAM related reporting and verification requirements. 

Financial institutions also have a central role. Climate risk must be embedded into lending, underwriting, and portfolio 

strategy as a matter of asset quality and long-term returns. Banks and insurers that develop climate analytics, support 

transition finance, and price risk accurately will be better positioned as climate volatility increases. This is not about ethics. 

It is about financial resilience. 

For policymakers, 2026 should be about enabling execution. Standardised climate data and disclosure frameworks, 

stronger municipal finance mechanisms, scalable blended finance platforms, and alignment between industrial policy and 

decarbonisation pathways are critical. Public capital must be used strategically to de-risk projects and crowd in private 

investment rather than substitute for it. 

India enters 2026 with significant advantages. It has scale, technical capability, entrepreneurial depth, and a development 

trajectory that is still being built. Climate change can either slow that trajectory or strengthen it. The outcome will depend 

on how quickly intent is converted into implementation. 

2025 made the risks visible and measurable. 2026 must be the year India demonstrates that climate action, grounded in 

science and executed through industry and finance, is not a burden to be managed but a strategic opportunity to be 

realised. 
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Oil gains as investors weigh Middle East tensions 
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Dec 29 (Reuters) - Oil prices rose in early Asian trading on Monday as investors weighed Middle East tensions that could 

disrupt supply, while a major hurdle remains in the RussiaUkraine peace talks. 

Brent crude futures rose 57 cents or 0.94% to $61.21 per barrel by 0112 GMT, while U.S. West Texas Intermediate (WTI) 

crude was up 54 cents or 0.95% to $57.28. 

Both benchmark prices fell more than 2% on Friday as investors weighed a looming global supply glut and the possibility 

of a Ukraine peace deal ahead of weekend talks between Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskiy and U.S. President 

Donald Trump. 

"The main reason prices are rising is that geopolitical tensions remain elevated, as Russia and Ukraine continued striking 

each other's energy infrastructure over the weekend. 

"The Middle East has also been unsettled recently, with Saudi air strikes in Yemen and Iran saying the country is in a 

'full-scale war' with the U.S., Europe, and Israel. This may be what's driving market concerns about potential supply 

disruptions," said Yang An, analyst at Haitong Futures. 

U.S. President Donald Trump said on Sunday that he and Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskiy were "getting a lot 

closer, maybe very close" to an agreement to end the war in Ukraine, though both leaders acknowledged that some of 

the thorniest details remain unresolved. 

The two leaders spoke at a joint press conference late Sunday afternoon after meeting at Trump's Mar-a-Lago resort in 

Florida. Trump said it will be clear "in a few weeks" whether negotiations to end the war will succeed. 

The peace talks were positive. However, there was no breakthrough, and a significant hurdle remains in the form of 

territorial control of the Donbas region, said IG's analyst Tony Sycamore. 

Crude oil is expected to trade within a $55-$60 type range with an eye also on US enforcement actions against 

Venezuelan oil shipments and any fallout from the US military strike against ISIS targets in Nigeria, which produces about 

1.5 million barrels per day, IG said in a note. (Reporting by Sam Li and Ryan Woo in Beijing; Editing by Raju 

Gopalakrishnan) 
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Oil ticked higher as US-led talks to end the war in Ukraine failed to yield a breakthrough, and China vowed to support 

growth next year. 

Brent rose above $61 a barrel, while West Texas Intermediate was near $57. While the US stepped up a push to end the 

war, sticking points remain, highlighting the difficulty in reaching a deal. President Donald Trump said he made a lot of 

progress in talks on Sunday with Ukrainian counterpart Volodymyr Zelenskiy at Mar-a-Lago. More meetings are planned. 

Oil is still on track for a fifth monthly drop in December, which would be the longest losing streak in more than two years. 

Prices have been dragged lower by concerns about a global glut following supply increases from members of the OPEC 

cartel as well as nations outside the group. Geopolitical tensions from Venezuela to Nigeria have helped stem the slump 

in recent weeks. 

On Ukraine, there's been no breakthrough, which lent some support to prices, said Gao Mingyu, chief energy analyst at 

China Futures Co., citing issues including the fate of the Donbas region that's partially occupied by Russian forces. It 

feels like there's still back-and-forth ahead, she added. 

China, meanwhile, pledged to broaden its fiscal spending base in 2026, according to a statement from the Ministry of 

Finance on Sunday, signaling government support to drive growth. The world's top crude importer has faced headwinds 

amid a property downturn and external pressures, including trade frictions with the US. At the same time, Beijing's robust 

stockpiling of crude is expected to continue, helping to absorb the surplus. 

  

https://www.livemint.com/market/commodities/oil-edges-higher-with-ukraine-talks-and-china-s-pledge-in-focus-11766975729237.html
https://www.livemint.com/market/commodities/oil-edges-higher-with-ukraine-talks-and-china-s-pledge-in-focus-11766975729237.html
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Most stock markets in the Gulf ended lower on Sunday in response to Friday's fall in oil prices amid thin holiday-season 

trading. 

Oil prices - a catalyst for the Gulf's financial markets - settled more than 2% lower on Friday as investors weighed a 

looming global supply glut, while also keeping an eye on Ukraine peace deal talks on Sunday between Ukrainian 

President Volodymyr Zelenskiy and U.S. President Donald Trump. 

 

Despite a rebound fuelled by recent supply issues from the December 16 near-five-year lows, oil is on pace for its biggest 

annual loss since 2020, with Brent crude down 19% year-to-date as increased production sparks worries of an impending 

oversupply next year. 

Saudi Arabia's benchmark index (.TASI), opens new tab dropped 1%, with Al Rajhi Bank (1120.SE), opens new tab losing 

1.1% and oil behemoth Saudi Aramco (2222.SE), opens new tab retreating 0.8%. 

Lower oil prices and disruptions to crude exports impact fiscal balances in countries reliant on oil income. 

In Qatar, the index (.QSI), opens new tab fell 0.4%, with the Gulf's biggest lender Qatar National Bank (QNBK.QA), opens 

new tab dropping 1.1%. 

Outside the Gulf, Egypt's blue-chip index (.EGX30), opens new tab gained 0.9%, with Telecom Egypt (ETEL.CA), opens 

new tab rising 2.2%. 

Egypts central bank announced a 100 basis point cut to its overnight interest rates on Thursday, according to a statement 

from the monetary policy committee. 

  

https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/most-gulf-markets-retreat-weak-oil-prices-2025-12-28/


 

Page 32 of 35. 

Headline India's Nuclear Power 

Publication Rising Kashmir Edition Online Coverage 

Published Date 29 Dec 2025 

 

India's Nuclear Power 

https://risingkashmir.com/indias-nuclear-power/ 

  
India's nuclear power journey has been guided by a series of landmark legislations that ensured the peaceful use of 

atomic energy while safeguarding national interests. Each step reflected the country's growing confidence and maturity 

in managing nuclear technology responsibly. The Atomic Energy Act, 1962, replaced the earlier 1948 law and laid down 

the foundation for India's nuclear programme. It empowered the government to regulate atomic energy for peaceful 

purposes, ensuring strict control over research, development, and use of nuclear materials. Amendments in 1986, 1987, 

and 2015 in the Atomic Energy Act of 1962 gradually opened the sector beyond the Central Government, allowing 

government companies and joint ventures to participate in nuclear power generation. The amendments reflected India's 

intent to expand capacity while keeping strategic oversight intact. The Civil Liability for Nuclear Damage Act, 2010, 

introduced a no-fault liability regime, ensuring compensation in case of nuclear incidents. This law provided clarity on 

responsibility and built public trust by prioritizing safety and accountability in nuclear operations. At this stage of India's 

energy transition, the country is revisiting the foundations of its nuclear framework to match present-day needs and future 

ambitions. Over the decades, India's nuclear programme has matured, its technological capabilities have strengthened, 

and its cleanenergy goals have expanded. These developments have created the need for a modern, comprehensive 

legislation that reflects today's realities and tomorrow's requirements. India's nuclear energy programme has maintained 

a steady role in the country's electricity mix and is now poised for significant expansion. Nuclear power has consistently 

accounted for around 3% of total electricity generation, with a share of 3.1% in 202425. The present nuclear capacity 

stands at 8.78 GW. With the indigenous 700 MW and 1000 MW reactors being developed through international 

cooperation, the capacity is projected to rise to 22.38 GW by 203132. India's growing energy demands and clean energy 

commitments make a strong case for expanding nuclear capacity. Round-the-clock electricity is vital for emerging needs 

such as data centres and advanced industries, yet existing laws do not provide the flexibility or speed required for such 

growth. To meet the national target of 100 GW nuclear capacity by 2047 and advance long-term decarbonisation by 

2070, a modern legal framework is essential, which enables wider participation, leverages indigenous resources, and 

integrates innovation with safety. Taken together, these developments highlight the need for progressive legislation that 

can repeal the 1962 Act and the 2010 liability law. A unified legislation allows India to expand the role of nuclear energy 

in its overall energy mix, encourage innovation, support non-power applications, and continue to uphold the highest 

standards of safety, security, safeguards, and liability. In this way, the bill serves as a natural progression of India's 

evolving nuclear journey and provides a foundation for the sector's future growth. As India moves toward a more modern 

and future-ready nuclear energy structure, the Sustainable Harnessing and Advancement of Nuclear Energy for 

Transforming India (SHANTI) Bill, 2025, lays down a set of focused provisions to strengthen governance, safety, and 

institutional mechanisms. Its key objectives can be understood through the following major elements. The Bill permits 

private companies to participate in India's nuclear sector, enabling them to undertake plant operations, power generation, 

equipment manufacturing, and selected activities such as the fabrication of nuclear fuel including conversion, refining 

and enrichment of uranium-235 up to such threshold value, or production, use, processing or disposal of other prescribed 

substances. In addition, all activities that involve radiation exposure must obtain prior safety authorisation from the 

regulatory authority. Under the Bill, certain sensitive nuclear fuelcycle activities are reserved exclusively for the Central 

Government or its wholly owned institutions. These include enrichment or isotopic separation of prescribed or radioactive 

substances (unless otherwise notified), management of spent fuel such as reprocessing, recycling, radionuclide 

separation, and high-level waste handling, production and upgradation of heavy water, and any other facilities or activities 

specifically notified by the Government. 
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In the direction of increasing coal production in the country (Coal Mining Approval Process) Center The government has 

made an important and far-reaching reform and simplified the process of opening a coal mine. 

By amending the Colliery Control Rules, 2004, the Coal Ministry has abolished the system which was considered to be 

the biggest obstacle in the path of coal production for a long time. After this change, coal companies will no longer need 

to obtain separate prior permission from the Coal Controller Organization to open a mine. 

According to the notification issued by the government on 23 December 2025, Rule-9 has been amended under the 

Colliery Control (Amendment) Rules, 2025. Earlier, to open any coal or lignite mine  whether new or old allotment  

approval from the Coal Controller Organization was required. 

Even a mine that had been closed for more than 180 days had to obtain permission to restart it. Now this process has 

been abolished and companies have been given the right to take decisions from their boards. 

This decision is being considered a big step towards speeding up the Coal Mining Approval Process. However, 

government regulatory oversight has not been completely eliminated. The company board must ensure that all necessary 

approvals are already obtained from the Central and State Governments and relevant statutory bodies. 

Apart from this, it will be mandatory to inform the Coal Controller Organization within 15 days of opening the mine, for 

which only a prescribed form will have to be filled. The system of prior permission for non-company units will continue as 

before. 

Coal Ministry officials say that this improvement will save time of about two months in the operation of mines. With this, 

coal production, which has already reached record levels, will be further accelerated. 

The total coal production of the country in the year 2024-25 was 104.77 crore tonnes, which was 11.71 percent more 

than the previous year. This figure is expected to reach 111 crore tonnes in the current financial year, in which captive 

and commercial mines will play an important role. 

The requirement of coal is continuously increasing due to the demand of growing electricity, steel and cement industries. 

In the year 2024-25, the demand for coal for the power sector alone had reached 94 crore tonnes. The Government 

believes that the simplified approval process will strengthen energy security and ensure timely availability of coal to 

industries, while maintaining a balance with renewable energy. 

Mining approval easy, possible saving of two months in mine operation 

Coal Ministry officials say that this improvement is expected to save up to two months in the operation of the mines. It is 

expected that coal production, which has already reached record levels, will increase further. The country's total coal 

production in the year 2024-25 was 104.77 crore tonnes, which was 11.71 percent more than the previous year. 

Coal production in Coal India Limited (CIL) and its subsidiaries has continuously increased and the production is expected 

to reach 111 crore tonnes during the current financial year. According to the Coal Ministry, the highest growth in 

production is being recorded from captive and commercial mines. 

The present government has already implemented the policy of single window clearance' regarding coal mining. Coal 

production has increased at an average rate of 10 percent every year in the last five years. 

Sharp jump in demand for coal from power, steel and cement sectors 

In India, the need for coal is continuously increasing due to the increasing demand of power generation, steel and cement 

industries. In the year 2024-25, the demand for coal for the power sector had reached 94 crore tonnes. 

https://tezzbuzz.com/approval-of-coal-mines-is-easy-now-the-board-will-decide/
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According to an estimate, the demand for coal in the country's thermal power plants will continue to grow at a pace of 

three to four percent for the next five years. However, due to the increasing use of renewable energy sources, the share 

of coal in electricity generation is expected to decline from about 70 percent by 2025 to 60 percent by 2030. 
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Oil prices rose in early Asian trading on Monday as investors weighed Middle East tensions that could disrupt supply, 

while a major hurdle remains in the Russia-Ukraine peace talks. 

Brent crude futures rose 57 cents or 0.94% to $61.21 per barrel by 0112 GMT, while U.S. West Texas Intermediate (WTI) 

crude was up 54 cents or 0.95% to $57.28. 

Both benchmark prices fell more than 2% on Friday as investors weighed a looming global supply glut and the possibility 

of a Ukraine peace deal ahead of weekend talks between Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskiy and U.S. President 

Donald Trump. 

"The main reason prices are rising is that geopolitical tensions remain elevated, as Russia and Ukraine continued striking 

each other's energy infrastructure over the weekend. 

"The Middle East has also been unsettled recently, with Saudi air strikes in Yemen and Iran saying the country is in a 

'full-scale war' with the U.S., Europe, and Israel. This may be what's driving market concerns about potential supply 

disruptions," said Yang An, analyst at Haitong Futures. 

U.S. President Donald Trump said on Sunday that he and Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskiy were "getting a lot 

closer, maybe very close" to an agreement to end the war in Ukraine, though both leaders acknowledged that some of 

the thorniest details remain unresolved. 

The two leaders spoke at a joint press conference late Sunday afternoon after meeting at Trump's Mar-a-Lago resort in 

Florida. Trump said it will be clear "in a few weeks" whether negotiations to end the war will succeed. 

The peace talks were positive. However, there was no breakthrough, and a significant hurdle remains in the form of 

territorial control of the Donbas region, said IG's analyst Tony Sycamore. 

Crude oil is expected to trade within a $55-$60 type range with an eye also on US enforcement actions against 

Venezuelan oil shipments and any fallout from the US military strike against ISIS targets in Nigeria, which produces about 

1.5 million barrels per day, IG said in a note. 
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