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India named first official partner country at Russian Energy Week 

https://energy.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/oil-and-gas/india-named-first-official-partner-country-at-russian-

energy-week/133261575 

  
India will be the first official partner country at Russias Energy Week forum. This partnership aims to attract greater Indian 

investment in Russian energy assets. 

India will be the first official partner country of the Russian Energy Week international forum, the Russian government 

said in a statement on Thursday, as Moscow seeks to attract greater Indian investment in its energy assets. 

The Federation of Indian Petroleum Industry , which represents the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas, will be present 

at the forum to showcase current and future projects being undertaken by the two countries, according to people familiar 

with the matter. 

Advt 

The Russian Energy Week international forum is scheduled for October 14-16 in Moscow. 

Russia is interested in attracting Indian investment to the Russian oil and gas sector, as well as in developing a distribution 

network with the participation of Russian companies in India, the Russian government statement said, quoting Deputy 

Prime Minister Alexander Novak. Relations between the two countries have the nature of a strategic partnership, and 

their leaders are in constant contact. Mutually beneficial cooperation in oil and gas projects is being actively promoted. 

Russian Energy Week is a key international platform for discussing issues related to the development of the fuel and 

energy complex, interregional cooperation and international energy relations. 

Previous 

Next 

Show More Over the past two decades, India has made significant investments in Russian energy assets. ONGC Videsh 

Ltd (OVL) has invested $1.6 billion for a 20 per cent stake in the Sakhalin-1 oil and gas project. Indian public sector 

companies, including Oil India and OVL, invested $1 billion for stakes in Rosneft's Vankor cluster projects. OVL holds a 

100 per cent stake in London-listed, Siberia-focused Imperial Energy Corporation. 

Russia's Rosneft owns a 49 per cent stake in India's Nayara Energy, which operates the Vadinar refinery and exports 

processed fuels, including to Russia. 

Since 2022, India has been a major importer of Russian crude. India imported a record 2.8 million barrels per day of 

Russian crude oil in July 2026, accounting for roughly 55.5 per cent of the country's total crude imports. 

Advt 

India and Russia have been in talks to expand energy cooperation through gas supplies and joint ventures, including the 

development of hydrocarbon fields in India, ET reported in May. The two sides are exploring opportunities to supply gas 

to Indian cities, expand CNG filling stations and develop new oil, gas and petrochemical facilities, Roman Babushkin, 

Russia's deputy chief of mission in India, said at an event in May. 

ET also reported that India is in talks with Russia to purchase LPG. There have also been reports that India is looking to 

explore new hydrocarbon assets in eastern Russia. 

https://energy.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/oil-and-gas/india-named-first-official-partner-country-at-russian-energy-week/133261575
https://energy.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/oil-and-gas/india-named-first-official-partner-country-at-russian-energy-week/133261575
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In civilian nuclear energy, Russian nuclear major Rosatom is the only foreign partner so far to have constructed a nuclear 

power plant in Kudankulam. Home 

News 

Oil & Gas 

India named first official partner country at Russian Energy Week 
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ONGC CMD Race: Is Ranjit Rath the Right Choice to Lead ONGC? 

https://indianpsu.com/ongc-cmd-race-ranjit-rath-performance/ 

  
The race for the next Chairman & Managing Director (CMD) of Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) has acquired 

fresh significance after the government widened the eligibility criteria for the top job, opening the field to a broader pool 

of experienced executives. 

Among the prominent contenders is Dr. Ranjit Rath, Chairman & Managing Director of Oil India Limited (OIL) , who has 

now entered the race for the second consecutive selection exercise. 

Dr. Rath took charge of Oil India on August 2, 2022. He had also applied during the previous ONGC selection exercise, 

when more than a dozen candidates reportedly entered the race. That process did not culminate in interviews, while the 

government subsequently extended the tenure of incumbent ONGC Chairman and CEO Arun Kumar Singh by one year. 

There is little question about Dr. Rath's professional credentials. Oil India's official profile describes him as a geoscientist 

with more than 28 years of experience spanning geosciences, exploration geology, strategy, business development and 

upstream asset management. Before taking over OIL, he headed Mineral Exploration & Consultancy Limited and held 

senior positions in other government-linked mineral and geological organisations. 

But the ONGC CMD selection should ultimately answer a larger question: 

Is the candidate merely qualified for the positionor is he demonstrably the best person available to lead ONGC? 

That distinction matters enormously. 

ONGC is a different scale of leadership challenge 

Oil India is an important national energy company and a Maharatna CPSE. Dr. Rath has led the organisation for 

approximately four years and his experience at the helm is therefore directly relevant. 

But ONGC presents a substantially different scale and complexity of leadership. 

The company is India's largest exploration and production enterprise and carries responsibilities extending well beyond 

conventional upstream operations. Its portfolio encompasses domestic exploration and production, deepwater 

operations, overseas assets, joint ventures and subsidiaries, technology-intensive projects and a growing push into new-

energy businesses. 

Indeed, the government's own restructuring of ONGC's board highlighted the need for enhanced production, accelerated 

exploration, technology adoption, efficient management of joint ventures and subsidiaries, effective capital allocation, 

overseas asset management and development of a leadership pipeline. 

The next CMD will therefore need to operate simultaneously as an exploration-sector leader, corporate strategist, capital 

allocator, project manager and institution builder. 

That is why occupying the CMD chair of another Maharatna company should be considered a strong credentialbut not 

an automatic qualification for ONGC. 

Technical expertise is importantbut not sufficient 

Dr. Rath's background in geosciences and exploration is undoubtedly an asset for an upstream energy company. 

His official profile records extensive experience in exploration geology, upstream asset management, strategy and 

business development, as well as involvement in projects linked to India's strategic petroleum reserves and energy 

security. 

However, the responsibilities of the ONGC CMD extend considerably beyond technical exploration expertise. 

https://indianpsu.com/ongc-cmd-race-ranjit-rath-performance/
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The position demands the ability to oversee enormous capital expenditure programmes, complex offshore and onshore 

operations, large workforces, industrial relations, major project execution, international investments, subsidiaries and joint 

ventures, regulatory relationships, financial performance and strategic diversification. 

The selection committee should therefore distinguish between technical competence and enterprise-wide leadership 

capability 

The former is essential. 

The latter could ultimately determine who succeeds at ONGC. 

Four years at Oil India provide a measurable performance record 

Perhaps the most important advantage the selection committee has this time is the ability to examine Dr. Rath's 

performance over nearly four years at Oil India. 

The question should therefore be straightforward: 

What measurable change has taken place at Oil India under his leadership? 

The answer should not be based primarily on speeches, announced investments or future ambitions. It should be built 

around measurable outcomes. 

These could include: 

growth in domestic crude oil and natural gas production; 

reserve replacement and reserve accretion; 

exploration success rates; 

production from newly awarded blocks; 

project completion and cost management; 

overseas asset performance; 

return on capital employed; 

profitability and cash generation; 

shareholder value creation; 

growth of the integrated energy portfolio; and 

progress towards strategic production and energy-security objectives. 

These parameters should then be compared objectively with the performance of ONGC and other major energy 

companies. 

Such comparison would provide a much more meaningful basis for selection than designation alone. 

Reserve replacement and production growth should be central 

For any exploration and production company, one of the clearest measures of long-term leadership is the ability to replace 

reserves while increasing production. 

Oil India's growth strategy has involved exploration, development drilling, new acreage, overseas opportunities and 

expansion of its upstream footprint. 

But for the ONGC appointment, the selection committee should look beyond the scale of announced plans. 

The more important question is: 

How effectively have plans been converted into reserves, production, projects and financial returns? 

This is especially important for ONGC, where increasing domestic oil and gas production is closely linked to India's 

energy-security objectives. 
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The next CMD will inherit the challenge of improving recovery from mature fields while simultaneously accelerating 

exploration in difficult and technically demanding areas, including deepwater prospects. 

ONGC needs broader energy-sector leadership 

ONGC is operating at a pivotal point in India's energy transition. 

The company must continue to increase conventional oil and gas production while also responding to the country's 

changing energy mix. 

That means simultaneously pursuing: 

higher domestic production + natural gas expansion + enhanced oil recovery + deepwater exploration + overseas asset 

optimisation + new-energy investments + technology adoption. 

This requires a combination of technical knowledge, financial discipline, project execution capability and strategic vision. 

A candidate with a strong exploration and geoscience background should therefore be evaluated alongside candidates 

who may bring broader experience across finance, operations, international business, refining, petrochemicals, 

technology or diversified energy portfolios. 

The objective should not be to determine whose rsum looks most impressive. 

It should be to determine whose leadership record best matches ONGC's future requirements. 

Relaxed eligibility should mean tougher comparison 

The government's decision to widen the eligibility criteria has potentially made the selection process more competitive. 

The maximum entry age has been raised to 59 years, while the selected candidate will initially receive a three-year term, 

extendable by up to two years following a performance review. The appointment is being processed through a search-

cum-selection mechanism rather than the conventional route. 

This wider eligibility is potentially positive. 

It allows experienced executives who might previously have been excluded by age or service-related restrictions to enter 

the competition. 

But a larger candidate pool makes objective comparison morenot lessimportant 

The selection committee should avoid any assumption that the sitting CMD of another Maharatna company is 

automatically the natural choice for ONGC. 

The job is too important for that. 

Previous shortlisting should not become a proxy for selection 

Dr. Rath's participation in the previous ONGC selection process is relevant because it establishes that his candidature 

has already attracted serious consideration. 

But shortlisting is not selection. 

A fresh process provides an opportunity to assess every contender against the requirements of ONGC as they exist 

today. 

The circumstances facing the company have also evolved. ONGC's priorities now include production growth, technology, 

capital allocation, overseas assets, joint ventures, new energy and the broader energy transition. 

The selection committee should therefore assess candidates afresh rather than allowing previous consideration to 

become an implicit endorsement. 

The real question: who is the best candidate? 

There is no argument that Dr. Ranjit Rath is a serious candidate. 

He heads a Maharatna oil and gas company and brings more than two decades of experience in geosciences, 

exploration, strategy and upstream asset management. His professional background is clearly relevant to ONGC. 
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But that is only the starting point. 

The real question is whether his record makes him the strongest candidate among all those now available 

That determination cannot be made simply by comparing designations. 

It requires a comparative assessment of leadership outcomes. 

A performance scorecard is the way forward 

The government has taken a positive step by broadening the candidate pool. 

The next step should be to ensure that the selection is genuinely evidence-based. 

Every candidateincluding Dr. Rathshould ideally be evaluated against a common scorecard covering: 

Production growth | Reserve replacement | Exploration success | Project execution | Financial performance | Capital 

efficiency | Overseas asset management | Technology adoption | Energy transition | Corporate governance | Human-

resource leadership | Ability to manage large and complex organisations 

Such a framework would make the process more transparent, competitive and outcome-oriented. 

It would also ensure that the selection is based not on who currently occupies which chair, but on who has demonstrated 

the strongest ability to lead ONGC into its next decade. 

ONGC deserves the best leader available 

The importance of ONGC to India's energy security cannot be overstated. 

The next CMD will inherit a company facing the simultaneous challenges of raising domestic hydrocarbon production, 

replacing reserves, developing difficult resources, managing overseas assets, improving capital efficiency and preparing 

for an energy system that is steadily changing. 

This is therefore not simply another PSU appointment. 

It is a strategic leadership decision. 

Dr. Ranjit Rath's candidature deserves serious consideration. But so should every other credible candidate. 

The benchmark should not be whether a candidate is eligible. 

It should not even be whether a candidate is already heading another major PSU. 

The benchmark must be whether the candidate is demonstrably the best person available to lead ONGC. 

That is the standard a company of ONGC's size, strategic importance and national responsibility deserves. 

Editor's Note: This version deliberately avoids presenting the piece as a judgment against Dr. Rath personally. The 

stronger editorial position is that every candidateincluding an incumbent Maharatna CMDshould face the same objective 

performance test . The factual references on Rath's tenure/profile and the revised ONGC selection framework have also 

been checked against current official/company and contemporary reports. 
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CM Rio Flags Oil and Gas on Nagaland's 80th Independence Day 

https://www.nationpress.com/national/cm-rio-flags-oil-and-gas-on-nagalands-80th-independence-day 

  
On India's 80th Independence Day, Nagaland Chief Minister Neiphiu Rio foregrounded oil and natural gas in his annual 

address, signalling the hydrocarbon sector as a central economic priority for the northeastern state. 

Nagaland CM Neiphiu Rio addressed the state on India's 80th Independence Day, 15 August 2026 . 

The Chief Minister's Office flagged oil and natural gas as key themes of the speech via official social media. 

Nagaland holds hydrocarbon reserves and has a history of ONGC exploration activity in the region. 

Rio leads the Nationalist Democratic Progressive Party and has across multiple terms advocated for greater resource 

utilisation. 

The Independence Day platform is the state's highest-profile civic occasion, making the energy emphasis a deliberate 

political signal. 

On India's 80th Independence Day Nagaland Chief Minister Neiphiu Rio used his annual address to put the state's 

hydrocarbon future squarely in the spotlight  signalling that oil and natural gas remain central to Nagaland's economic 

ambitions. The Chief Minister's Office of Nagaland shared highlights of Rio's speech on 15 August 2026 , with the 

hashtags #Oil and #NaturalGas flagging the energy sector as a key theme of the address. While the precise text of the 

speech has not been released in full, the emphasis on hydrocarbons from a sitting Chief Minister on the nation's most 

prominent civic occasion carries unmistakable political weight. Nagaland's Hydrocarbon Bet 

Nagaland sits atop hydrocarbon reserves that have drawn interest from India's energy sector for decades, yet the state's 

revenue base remains constrained. Independence Day addresses by northeastern chief ministers have routinely doubled 

as economic manifestos  and Rio's choice to foreground oil and gas in 2026 follows that tradition with particular urgency. 

The state has historically been associated with ONGC exploration activity, and any movement on licences or revenue-

sharing frameworks would directly affect local communities who have long debated the trade-offs of extraction. Rio's 

Long Game on Resources 

Neiphiu Rio , a long-serving leader of the Nationalist Democratic Progressive Party , has across multiple terms pressed 

for greater resource autonomy and economic diversification for Nagaland. Raising oil and gas on Independence Day is 

not incidental  it is a signal to New Delhi, to investors, and to the state's own citizens that the hydrocarbon question will 

not be deferred indefinitely. Whether the speech contained specific project announcements or timelines will become 

clearer as the full text is released. 

For a state that has spent generations navigating the intersection of identity, autonomy, and development, the Chief 

Minister's Independence Day platform is the loudest megaphone available. Rio used it to say: Nagaland's energy 

resources are a priority, not a footnote. 

What did Nagaland CM Neiphiu Rio say on Independence Day 2026? 

Does Nagaland have oil and natural gas reserves? 

Why is oil and gas important for Nagaland? 

What is ONGC's role in Nagaland? 

  

https://www.nationpress.com/national/cm-rio-flags-oil-and-gas-on-nagalands-80th-independence-day
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Assam: ONGC commits Rs 25 crore for flood relief and school restoration, says Uday Paswan 

https://nenow.in/north-east-news/assam/assam-ongc-commits-rs-25-crore-for-flood-relief-and-school-restoration-says-

uday-paswan.html 

  
Guwahati : ONGC Assam Asset Executive Director Uday Paswan has reaffirmed the oil major's commitment to supporting 

Assam and its communities in the aftermath of the devastating floods that recently affected the state. 

Speaking at the 80th Independence Day programme at the ONGC Assam Asset in Nazira on Saturday, Paswan said the 

company would continue to support relief, recovery and rebuilding efforts in the flood-affected areas. 

ONGC remains firmly committed to supporting Assam and its communities through recovery and rebuilding, Paswan 

said. 

He said ONGC, as a responsible corporate citizen, has committed Rs 25 crore towards supporting flood-affected people 

in Assam. Of this, Rs 5 crore will be contributed to the Chief Minister's Relief Fund, while Rs 20 crore will be used to 

restore flood-damaged schools in Sivasagar and Charaideo districts. 

The Independence Day programme was held on a low-key note as the ONGC Assam Asset itself was severely affected 

by the recent floods. 

Paswan hoisted the national flag before addressing ONGC officials, employees and members of employees' associations 

who attended the programme. He began his address by reciting lines from the renowned Assamese poem Mor Desh by 

noted poet Hiren Bhattacharyya. 

Recalling the flood situation of July 19, Paswan said the ONGC Assam Asset experienced flooding on an unprecedented 

scale, with several residential colonies submerged and water reaching neck-deep levels in some areas. 

He said the floods also disrupted operations, affecting fields, rigs and other installations of the oil major. 

Despite the extensive damage caused by the floods, Paswan reiterated ONGC's commitment to standing with the people 

of Assam and supporting the state's recovery efforts. 

The event was attended by ONGC officials, employees and representatives of various employees' associations. 

  

https://nenow.in/north-east-news/assam/assam-ongc-commits-rs-25-crore-for-flood-relief-and-school-restoration-says-uday-paswan.html
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Samudra Manthan needs a limit on public risk 

https://www.policycircle.org/policy/samudra-manthan-limit-public-risk/ 

  
Samudra Manthan can lower offshore exploration risk, but commercial projects must eventually attract private capital.  

Written by 

Policy Circle Bureau 

Samudra Manthan: India meets nearly 90% of its crude oil requirement through imports. Domestic production has 

declined over the past decade while consumption has continued to rise. Natural gas has followed a similar course. India 

therefore enters every disruption in the international oil market with limited room to insulate itself from higher prices or 

interrupted supplies. 

The 84,084-crore Samudra Manthan programme is intended to improve this position by encouraging offshore exploration. 

The government plans to support seismic surveys, stratigraphic wells, common offshore infrastructure and some 

domestic manufacturing of exploration equipment. The case for such spending rests on the unusual economics of 

exploration. Companies incur large costs before they know whether a field contains recoverable oil or gas. Better 

geological information can reduce that uncertainty before private capital is committed. 

READ | Energy security: Can Samudra Manthan revive oil exploration? 

Samudra Manthan addresses an old exploration problem 

India has spent years trying to attract investment in upstream projects. The Hydrocarbon Exploration and Licensing Policy 

(2016) introduced a uniform licence, open acreage and revenue sharing. Amendments to the Oilfields (Regulation and 

Development) Act and subsequent changes to petroleum rules reduced regulatory obstacles. OALP-X offered 25 blocks 

and OALP-XI another 21. 

These changes have improved the terms on which companies can explore. They did not remove the main source of risk. 

An operator who spend heavily on seismic work, drilling and appraisal can still find no commercially recoverable 

hydrocarbons. Deepwater exploration raises the cost further because specialised rigs and supporting infrastructure are 

expensive. A dry well can destroy a substantial amount of capital. 

Samudra Manthan is useful where it lowers this initial cost of finding out what lies beneath the seabed. Publicly funded 

geological information has value beyond the company drilling a particular well. Common infrastructure can also improve 

the economics of fields that would otherwise be too costly to develop. 

That logic does not extend indefinitely through the life of a project. Once exploration has established a commercially 

promising field, investors have enough information to decide whether further spending is justified. Development capital 

at that stage should come mainly from companies prepared to take the commercial risk. 

Policy Circle is now on WhatsApp. Click here to join the channel 

READ | India-Japan energy security pact gives New Delhi time, not insulation 

BP interest gives an early indication 

BP's response provides one indication of how international companies view the changes. The company has expressed 

interest in investing $3-4 billion in India by 2030, with about two-thirds intended for upstream activities. It already holds a 

33.33% stake in Reliance Industries' KG-D6 block, works with ONGC and has shown interest in acreage offered under 

OALP-X. 

https://www.policycircle.org/policy/samudra-manthan-limit-public-risk/
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That interest is useful evidence, though investment intentions should be judged by capital actually deployed and wells 

eventually drilled. India's offshore basins have not become easier to explore because the policy framework has improved. 

Better seismic information can narrow uncertainty. It cannot change the geology. 

Tax treatment also affects investment decisions. Crude oil and natural gas remain outside GST. Exploration companies 

consequently cannot obtain full credit for taxes paid on several inputs, raising project costs. For capital-intensive offshore 

projects, such costs enter directly into decisions on whether a prospect is worth developing. 

READ | Energy security: India must be prepared for oil supply disruptions 

Policy Circle is now on Telegram. Click here to join the channel. 

Public support needs a boundary 

The government therefore has to decide where its financial role ends. Regional seismic work, geological databases, 

stratigraphic drilling and common offshore facilities create information or infrastructure that can be used by more than 

one operator. Public expenditure in these areas can lower entry costs for companies considering Indian acreage. 

Commercial field development is different. Once sufficient geological evidence exists, companies can estimate likely 

production, development costs and expected returns. Private investors seeking the upside should bear most of that risk. 

Without this boundary, Samudra Manthan could evolve into continuing fiscal support for projects that cannot attract capital 

on commercial terms. Exploration will always produce failures. That is inherent in the business. The government should 

therefore judge its spending by the quality of geological information created and the private investment that follows, rather 

than by the number of projects receiving support. 

Recent disruption around the Strait of Hormuz has again exposed India's vulnerability to events outside its control. 

Supplier diversification, refining capacity and commercial inventories offer some protection. They do not alter the gap 

between domestic production and consumption. 

Nor can new offshore discoveries change that position quickly. A successful discovery requires appraisal, development 

and connection to production. Existing fields continue to decline during that period, while demand for transport fuels, 

aviation fuel and petrochemical feedstock is likely to increase with economic growth. 

India will therefore continue importing large quantities of crude oil. Domestic exploration can moderate the degree of 

dependence and provide some protection against external shocks. It cannot substitute for electric mobility, renewable 

power, storage and greater energy efficiency. 

Samudra Manthan will justify its cost if government spending on data and shared infrastructure persuades companies to 

commit more of their own capital to Indian exploration. The private investment that follows will be a better measure of the 

programme than the size of its public outlay. 

To receive the best of Policy Circle in your inbox, Click here to subscribe to our weekly newsletter. 

READ | India's clean energy push must avoid new import traps 

For business queries, contact: 

outreach@policycircle.org 
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GRSE: A British era shipyard at the forefront of India's shipbuilding ambitions 

https://infra.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/ports-shipping/grse-a-british-era-shipyard-at-the-forefront-of-indias-

shipbuilding-ambitions/133264313 

  
GRSE has been constructing complex defence ships for many years. But the Central government's agenda to spruce up 

the country's commercial shipbuilding industry is goading GRSE to diversify into this segment in a big way 

On the banks of the Hooghly River, a 142-year-old British-era shipyard is crafting a strategy to align with the government's 

plan to make India one of the world's top five shipbuilding nations by 2047. 

Mumbai-listed ), one of India's top warship builders and a navratna' public sector undertaking controlled by the Ministry 

of Defence, has already tasted its first success. 

A few days ago, it won a tender floated by the state-run Oil & Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) to build four Platform 

Supply Vessels in a deal valued at 1,032 crore. 

This was the first tender floated by a state-owned entity per the demand aggregation for ships required by public sector 

oil, steel and fertiliser firms finalised by the Ministries of Ports, Shipping and Waterways and Petroleum and Natural Gas. 

GRSE beat the likes of Cochin Shipyard and to clinch the deal and its aggressive pricing, a tad lower than L&T, surprised 

the . Such aggressiveness is unheard of in PSU functioning. 

Commodore P Hari (IN Retd), Chairman and Managing Director of GRSE, said the winning price bid placed by his 

company was well thought through. 

We were aggressive, Commodore Hari told ET Infra during an interview at the shipyard's corporate office in Kolkata. But 

we'll make profit (on the ships), he quickly added. 

I will give you a hint because we were L1 and L&T was L2. And L1 and L2 were almost close. We have put enough 

margin because for the first time we are doing such a project, and we felt we should not experiment. It's a good project. 

We also know that more PSV orders are coming up for tendering, and we wanted to create a niche for that. We work like 

the public sector, but we think like the private sector, the navy veteran said. 

Located in the midst of a bustling area in the heart of Kolkata, lined with shops and establishments of all kinds, GRSE 

has been constructing complex defence ships for many years. But the Central government's agenda to spruce up the 

country's industry is goading GRSE to diversify into this segment in a big way. 

Up for grabs are huge local orders for constructing small and large container ships, very large gas carriers and medium-

range oil tankers running into a few billion dollars for which tenders have been floated by the state-run Shipping 

Corporation of India. 

About five years ago, GRSE ventured into commercial ship building in a small way. 

We started in a very modest fashion with an ocean-going ferry for the government of Guyana, a Caribbean country, which 

was delivered ahead of schedule. This was a G2G contract. Together, the government and we ventured into that and we 

found that we can produce quality commercial ships also, Commodore Hari recalled. 

Besides, GRSE also realised, based on market analysis, that European shipowners were now looking at India as an 

alternate hub for making ships. 

Earlier they used to go to China, South Korea, Japan and Turkey. Now China has closed the doors on them because 

they are saturated and not taking orders. So is Korea. And then it is between Turkey, Vietnam and India. They found 

Indian shipyards are now mature enough to handle commercial shipyards, Commodore Hari said. 

A turning point came during a defence exhibition in Europe which was attended by a team from GRSE. 

https://infra.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/ports-shipping/grse-a-british-era-shipyard-at-the-forefront-of-indias-shipbuilding-ambitions/133264313
https://infra.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/ports-shipping/grse-a-british-era-shipyard-at-the-forefront-of-indias-shipbuilding-ambitions/133264313
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We introduced ourselves by saying our USP was if we can build complex warships, why can't we build commercial ships? 

All it requires is a change in the mindset. So, we took an order from a European client initially for four multipurpose ships. 

We wanted to start again in a modest fashion. They saw the progress, the four became eight. Today we are constructing 

12 multipurpose vessels for the German client. The project is on track. We know India's background, especially Cochin 

Shipyard and Chowgule Shipbuilding, being successful commercial shipbuilders. We said we also can definitely do it, the 

CMD stated. 

Interestingly, about five years back, GRSE's order book composition was 98 per cent warships and about 2 per cent 

commercial ships. 

Now the entire thing has changed. As of today, in my order book, we have about 74 per cent defence and 25 per cent 

non-defence. That is a transition which has happened over the last five years. And interestingly, again, in commercial 

shipbuilding, all the PSU requirements have been aggregated by the Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways. The 

demand is huge and so are the opportunities, he noted. 

Earlier, demand existed for these kinds of ships within India. But most of the big state-owned firms were either hiring 

ships or buying ships from abroad. With a very clear mandate now from the government to give preference to Indian 

shipyards in ship construction tenders, a very positive environment has been created and GRSE says it is good to go 

after these shipbuilding tenders. 

To tap these opportunities, GRSE is looking to utilise every bit of space available along the banks of the Hooghly River, 

explore new sites in West Bengal and also far away in Gujarat on the country's Western coast to add capacity. 

Nothing exemplifies this pursuit to add capacity better than its strategy to revitalise a decrepit shipyard named Rajabagan 

Dockyard run by the erstwhile Central Indian Water Transport Corporation, located a few kilometres away from GRSE's 

main works area. 

Shipbuilding assets are hard to come by. The creation of an asset takes a finite amount of time. We took over the 

Rajabagan Dockyard from the Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways way back. We realised that it is a beautiful 

facility, very small, spread over 33 acres of land. Now, the entire place is buzzing with activity. We have revitalised about 

90 per cent of the assets, another 10 per cent will be done by the end of this year. Nothing should remain idle. And if any 

dry dock or slipway is available anywhere in the vicinity, we will consider taking it, the CMD said, to emphasise the 

importance of capacity in meeting the government's ambitious target for the sector. 

Shipyard executives said that there was a big push to get the Rajabagan Dockyard back in shape to make the yard cost 

competitive in the wake of a surge in orders after Commodore Hari took over as the chief executive of GRSE. 

We were sitting on a gold mine and not utilising it, said a senior executive. The entire space is currently being used, 

mostly for commercial shipbuilding. 

Rajabagan has three drydocks and two inclined slipways and is equipped with advanced block fabrication complexes 

and CNC plasma cutting systems. 

One of Rajabagan's drydocks, constructed by the British, has a slanting wall which holds the jetty surface and can 

construct two ships at a time. The last of the next generation of offshore patrol vessels ordered by the is currently under 

construction at the 167-metre dry dock, simultaneously along with a dredger ordered by a Bangladeshi customer. 

Rajabagan's second dry dock, built by CIWTC, can accommodate a 185-metre-long ship for outfitting. Currently, one of 

the multi-purpose vessels ordered by the German client is being constructed there. 

In the third dry dock of Rajabagan, an oceanographic research vessel ordered by the National Centre for Polar and 

Ocean Research is being built. 

The dockyard's slipways will be utilised by GRSE to construct the platform supply vessel order from ONGC. 

The dockyard has a 550-metre riverfront with three jetties where outfitting of ships is undertaken. 

With shipbuilding slots becoming scarce due to an explosion of orders worldwide, operationalising defunct yards makes 

sense for any shipyard. 

Drydocks are kings now, says a shipbuilding industry executive. 
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Typically, it takes six to eight years, if not more, to develop shipyard infrastructure from scratch in India given the time-

consuming process involved in land acquisition, environmental clearances and other statutory approvals. 

But, in West Bengal and Gujarat where GRSE is building new capacities, this is not much of an issue. In fact, the planned 

facility in Gujarat, which will be developed through a joint venture with a private firm has already received the key 

environmental clearance and a good chunk of the land required for the new yard is already in place. 

This project is thus in the advanced stages of planning with the joint venture slated to be signed before December and 

the physical construction set to start next year. The new facility is expected to become operational in three years. 

We will move very fast on the project. That is a facility which we are passionately looking at. When it comes up, it will use 

the latest technology and provide total ship solutions, which means it will have shipbuilding, ship repair and ship breaking 

all under a single roof. In India that will be the first such facility which will encompass ship breaking also, Commodore 

Hari said. 

The planned yard in Gujarat aims to take advantage of the ship recycling credit note scheme which was introduced by 

the government to lure fleet owners to dismantle their old ships and use the credit note while ordering new ships in India. 

The second capacity expansion will be undertaken in West Bengal on land leased from the state-owned Syama Prasad 

Mookerjee Port Authority at a location closer towards the sea, which will allow GRSE to avoid the bends in the river, a 

constraint it currently faces in the main yard, and help take up construction of larger vessels. 

Given its current location on the riverbank, GRSE faces two types of restrictions. One is the draft and the second is the 

river, which has got a lot of natural bends, which cannot be corrected. So, the maximum vessel size that GRSE can build 

is restricted to 185 metres. 

While the draft and the water depth required for a 150-metre-long complex warship are higher due to displacement, the 

same is not needed for commercial ships of similar size. 

Right now, what we do is, we have a clear understanding of our limitations as well as the tidal conditions. So, we match 

the tide to take the ship out. And ships are taken out only twice or thrice during their construction phase; twice for the first 

contractor sea trials and then the delivery. So that kind of frequent movement is not there, says Commodore Hari. 

The planned facility in Gujarat will not have any such restriction. And the facility GRSE is developing in West Bengal is 

much closer to the sea. 

The West Bengal expansion project has moved ahead and it's in the final DPR stage. As a Navratna company, we intend 

utilising our delegated financial powers to steer these projects. We plan to start physical construction on this project by 

early 2027. Since there is an existing facility there, the environmental clearance for the project would be much easier, the 

CMD said. 

To overcome space constraints, GRSE has also leased an old and defunct dry dock and slipway across the Hoogly river 

from Syama Prasad Mookerjee Port Authority to create smaller facilities. 

We are rejuvenating and revamping the existing structure because these are unused facilities. Then, we build around 

them. For example, if a dry dock is existing, we will build a slipway, a launch pad and workshops. We are serious about 

investment. The government is also serious about capital infusion for creation of new facilities, he said. 

GRSE plans to apply for the Shipbuilding Development Scheme once the DPR for the big expansions in West Bengal 

and Gujarat and the smaller facilities in West Bengal are cleared by the board. 

However, with the expansion plans to fructify and translate into physical availability still a few years away, GRSE plans 

to replicate a collaboration model it has successfully used for warship building. 

Indian shipyards such as Swan Defence and Heavy Industries, L&T and Hindustan Shipyard have capacity which GRSE 

plans to tap. 

Our strategy is wherever we have capability, but we don't have physical capacity, we have successfully deployed a public-

private-partnership model or a consortium model. We experimented with L&T in defence. We have also collaborated with 

Titagarh Naval Systems, another shipyard. We have done two projects with them and one more is currently on. It is a 

very successful model. Similar concepts we will apply for commercial shipbuilding also, the CMD disclosed. 
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These are national assets. Besides, the entire ecosystem benefits in this way. One, we can do concurrent construction. 

Second, the yard that has idle capacity can utilise it better. Third, the customer gets to see concurrent progress. This 

allows us to deliver the ships on time, which is a critical factor, he noted. 

The collaborative model, he said, has helped GRSE deliver the anti-submarine shallow watercraft vessels ordered by the 

Indian Navy on time. 

GRSE has delivered four of the eight ships ahead of schedule while the fifth and sixth vessels will be delivered this 

calendar year and the remaining two will be completed by the financial year ending March 2027. 

It is purely a strategy. Because we went in for a PPP model. We decided to build 4 vessels at our yard and partially 

outsourced the construction on the other four vessels. It is a successful model that has helped GRSE deliver the vessels 

on time as per quality, he asserted. 

GRSE will adopt a similar strategy for the ships ordered by the PSUs as part of the aggregated demand finalised by the 

ministries. 

We will go in a calibrated manner. Finally, what we commit, we must deliver. With the expansion plans coming up in three 

to five years, we are good to go with handling any type of platforms in India, he said. 

The yard is also addressing the technical capability limitations while bidding for tenders floated for commercial ships 

required by public sector undertakings. 

For example, the Very Large Gas Carrier tender itself very clearly mandates that we have to have a collaboration with a 

foreign partner with proven capability. We already have a tie up, Commodore Hari said, without revealing the names of 

the foreign technical partners, potentially from South Korea or Japan. 

GRSE currently runs four shipyards  three dedicated to shipbuilding and one for ship repairs. 

The main works have two dry docks of 180 metres and 200 metres, a 250-tonne goliath crane, two inclined berths, a 

machine shop, a block fabrication shop and a steel plate yard. 

The graving dock has a partition that allows the yard to accommodate a 120-metre ship and an 80-metre ship 

simultaneously. 

GRSE also runs three British-era dry docks leased from the Syama Prasad Mookerjee Port Authority that are used for 

repairing ships. The ship repair business was earning some 9 crore till a few years back but is now a 100 crore business. 

The Fitting out Jetty (FOJ) is where a ship is fully built before she is handed over to the customer. 

Yet another main selling point of GRSE is its in-house design wing. It has a state-of-the-art virtual reality lab that provides 

the designers an opportunity to simulate and evaluate a 3D model of a ship in the design stage. This helps the 120-strong 

design team to identify problem areas well before releasing the drawings to production, thereby reducing rework and 

increasing efficiency. 

As of June, GRSE is executing orders worth 13,596 crore. For the first time in 10 years, the shipyard's order book has 

dropped below 15,000 crore but it's not a cause for worry as investors would presume. 

It shows an excellent execution capability. Our execution rate has improved tremendously. We are at par with anybody, 

anywhere. Because the platforms that we get are, unlike let's say China or Korea, where if there are one series of ships, 

there will be 15, 20. Here it is three ships, four ships, maximum eight ships. In the last financial year, we delivered eight 

warships. So, every month and a half we are delivering one warship, which is unheard of in indigenous shipbuilding 

history, the CMD stated. 

More orders are in the pipeline. GRSE has emerged as the lowest bidder for building five next-generation corvettes for 

the Indian Navy valued at about 33,000 crore. The order is expected to be signed in the current quarter and will start 

generating revenue for the yard from next financial year. 

This will boost the order book along with the PSV contract from ONGC and the green tug order. 

Moreover, the Indian Navy has issued requests for proposals for projects worth about 80,0000 crore. 

The Indian Navy has also taken Acceptance of Necessity (AON) for two high-value projects to the tune of around 70,000 

crore. Thus, requests for proposals for orders worth about 1,50,000 crore are either live or are expected soon. 
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At a very conservative rate, we are expecting about 20-25 per cent of these orders to come to us. So, we are comfortably 

placed going forward, he said. 

Not surprisingly, the navratna tag came its way much earlier than the internal target of 2030 set by the Vision Document 

of the shipyard. 

Our target was to become a navratna company by 2030. We worked hard and this recognition didn't come the easy way. 

We now have to prove and demonstrate performance. Now our vision is to become a maharatna company by 2035. It's 

ambitious, but achievable, Commodore Hari said. 

The GRSE CMD said that the oft repeated claim about Indian yards not adhering to delivery schedules are a thing of the 

past. 

As far as the is concerned, we are also bound by the liquidated damages clause. There is no extension of time given 

unless it is a force majeure condition. There is no other special leniency which is accorded to PSUs. We are doing the P-

17 Alpha project. Three ships project for us, two ships delivered ahead of schedule. And the ASW shallow watercraft 

project, four ships have been delivered ahead of schedule. The perception that Indian yards are late in delivering ships 

have changed. Along with other more experienced commercial shipbuilders, we are all moving in the right direction even 

in commercial shipbuilding, he stated. 

GRSE has a four-pronged strategy. One is 100 per cent utilisation of assets within its geographical limits and 

consolidation of capability by taking over any and every facility available in the vicinity which can support what it already 

has. Second, is expansion in a structured manner. Third is public-private partnership by utilising the idle capacity of 

partners to the hilt and fourth is new technology adoption. 

We have been adopting technology in a moderate way, but I want to fast-track it, including induction of robotics. Almost 

all my facilities will have robotics. Right now, there is only one facility which we use for Bailey Bridge production, 

Commodore Hari stated. 

In addition to core shipbuilding, including commercial and ship repairs, GRSE also makes Bailey bridges which earned 

revenue of over 200 crore last year. 

This vertical was giving us about 35 crore per annum. Now, they are earning 200 crore plus. That is a transition in just 

four years. This year, we have set them a target of 250 crore, he informed. 

The shipbuilder has a vertical that makes deck machinery such as capstans, winches etc. It also makes 30 mm naval 

surface guns in collaboration with a foreign partner. The naval surface guns are used on small ships as a primary weapon 

and on big ships as a secondary weapon. It has an order for 17 guns of which ten have been delivered and more orders 

are expected. 

As part of new technology and diversification, GRSE has ventured into autonomous platforms, both surface and sub 

surface, as well as green energy vessels. 

It built the largest and fastest fully electric passenger ferry for the West Bengal government. Based on the success of 

that project, it has won an order for another 13 hybrid ferries, the deliveries of which will start in September. 

GRSE is also the only Indian shipyard currently building specialised research vessels. These include one ocean research 

vessel for the Goa-based National Centre for Polar and Ocean Research (NCPOR), an acoustic research vessel for the 

Kochi-based Naval Physical & Oceanographic Laboratory (NPOL) functioning under the Defence Research and 

Development Organisation (DRDO) and two coastal research vessels for the Geological Survey of India. 

GRSE plans to utilise the memorandum of understanding it has signed with Sweden's Berg Propulsion for commercial 

ships. We also want to get them into defence and will look for an appropriate project to come up where their capability 

and capacity can match for a co-production kind of setup in India, he stated. 

Further, it has a partnership with Rolls Royce MTU for co-production of marine diesel engines in India. 

GRSE's vast product profile comprises marine platforms ranging from five-tonne boats to 24,600 tonne fleet tankers, 

including corvettes, frigates, landing crafts, next-generation offshore patrol vessels, fast patrol vessels, large survey 

vessels and high-tech research vessels. 
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The expectations of defence are more functional/operational. In commercial shipbuilding, it is aesthetics, appearance, 

finish, economics and a different type of quality. For us, it is a mindset change which, I feel, we have successfully done 

the transition from being a pure warship builder to a hybrid builder, Commodore Hari signed off. 
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‘ONGC can create a reliable gas supply eco system in Tamil Nadu' 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Tiruchirapalli/ongc-can-create-a-reliable-gas-supply-eco-system-in-tamil-

nadu/article71349477.ece 

  
Oil and Natural Gas Corporation Ltd. (ONGC) has the potential to play an important role in fuelling Tamil Nadu's emerging 

gas-based economy through 

increased supply of domestic natural gas from the existing reserves and significant scope for continued exploration and 

appraisal, said K.V. Ilango, Asset Manager, ONGC Cauvery Asset, here on Saturday. 

Speaking at the Independence Day celebrations at ONGC's Cauvery Asset at Neravy, Mr. Ilango said that energy security 

was an essential pillar of national development and ONGC through its domestic exploration and production had an 

important role in ensuring reliable energy availability. 

According to a press release from ONGC, Mr. Ilango emphasised the significant opportunity before Tamil Nadu, which 

has a large and growing energy requirement as well as valuable domestic oil and natural gas resources in the non delta 

and delta regions. 

The State's City Gas Distribution (CGD) Policy, 2023, envisages extending the benefits of PNG and CNG across all 38 

districts of Tamil Nadu, and increased availability of competitively priced domestic gas can be an important enabler in 

achieving this ambitious vision. 

With its established gas production capabilities and the State's robust gas transmission infrastructure, including the 

EnnoreThiruvallurBengaluruPuducherryNagapattinamMaduraiTuticorin (ETBPL) pipeline, ONGC can contribute towards 

creating a reliable domestic gas supply ecosystem for households, industries, fertilizer plants, power generation and 

transportation. 

Greater utilisation of domestic gas can reduce dependence on imported LNG, improve energy affordability and resilience, 

and support Tamil Nadu's transition towards a cleaner and more efficient gas-based economy, he said. 

Tamil Nadu's reserves, Mr. Ilango emphasised, should be viewed not merely as a source of hydrocarbons, but as a 

strategic energy resource capable of supporting the State's industrial growth, agriculture, employment and economic 

development. 

ONGC was committed to working closely with the State government, regulatory authorities, industries and local 

communities to unlock the potential of the region with due emphasis on safety, environmental stewardship and 

sustainable development. 

Responsible development of domestic resources, coupled with efficient utilisation of existing infrastructure, can 

strengthen Tamil Nadu's energy security while contributing to the national vision of Atmanirbhar Bharat and Viksit Bharat, 

he added. 
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PM Modi's Viksit Bharat push: 50 Indian global giants, top-5 global bank, 100 GW nuclear power 

http://www.uniindia.com/~/pm-modi-s-viksit-bharat-push-50-indian-global-giants-top-5-global-bank-100-gw-nuclear-

power/Business%20Economy/news/3943883.html 

  
New Delhi, Aug 15 (UNI) Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Saturday laid out an ambitious economic and business 

roadmap for a developed India, setting 

aggressive targets for Indian companies, banks, pharmaceuticals, energy security and high-tech manufacturing. 

Addressing the nation from the Red Fort on Independence Day, Modi urged India Inc and citizens to dream big and match 

those aspirations with stronger capabilities. His vision includes getting 50 Indian companies into the Fortune Global 500, 

having an Indian bank among the world's five largest, building 100 gigawatts (GW) of nuclear power capacity by 2047, 

and creating globally competitive pharmaceutical companies. 

One of Modi's biggest pitches was for Indian companies to significantly expand their global scale. 

He said the appropriate yardstick for measuring Indian corporations against global businesses is the Fortune Global 500, 

which ranks companies by revenue. India currently has nine companies on the 2025 Fortune Global 500 list, including 

five public-sector and four private-sector companies. 

Reliance Industries is the highest-ranked Indian company at 88, followed by Life Insurance Corporation of India at 95 

and Indian Oil Corporation at 127. State Bank of India, ONGC, HDFC Bank, Tata Motors, Bharat Petroleum Corporation 

and ICICI Bank also feature on the list. 

Modi's target of 50 companies would therefore require India to more than quintuple its current representation among the 

world's largest corporations. 

The target also underscores the government's broader push for Indian businesses to expand beyond domestic markets 

and compete at global scale. 

The Prime Minister also set an ambitious target for India's banking sector, calling for at least one Indian bank to enter the 

global top five. 

The banking sector in India is flourishing; one Indian bank should be among the top five globally, Modi said. 

The scale of the challenge is significant. According to S&P Global Market Intelligence's April 2026 ranking, Industrial and 

Commercial Bank of China leads the global banking industry by assets with $7.65 trillion. Three other Chinese lenders  

Agricultural Bank of China, China Construction Bank and Bank of China  occupy the next three positions. 

State Bank of India, India's largest lender, had assets of around $877 billion and ranked 19th among Asia-Pacific banks 

in S&P Global's 2026 regional ranking. 

Closing that gap would require Indian banks to dramatically increase their balance-sheet size while maintaining capital 

strength, asset quality and profitability. 

Modi also called on Indian companies to aim for a place among the world's five largest pharmaceutical companies. 

The push comes as India seeks to move up the value chain in pharmaceuticals, from being a major producer of generic 

medicines to becoming a stronger force in research, innovation and high-value drug manufacturing. 

The Prime Minister's broader message was that Indian companies should not limit their ambitions to becoming domestic 

market leaders, but should build businesses capable of competing with the world's biggest corporations. 

Energy security was another major pillar of Modi's economic roadmap. 

http://www.uniindia.com/~/pm-modi-s-viksit-bharat-push-50-indian-global-giants-top-5-global-bank-100-gw-nuclear-power/Business%20Economy/news/3943883.html
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He said India is targeting 100 GW of nuclear power capacity by 2047, while planning to start work on five new nuclear 

reactors during the current decade. 

Energy security is the demand of the time, Modi said, highlighting nuclear energy as an important component of India's 

long-term strategy to secure reliable power supplies. 

The target is particularly significant as India seeks to balance rising electricity demand with its climate commitments and 

reduce dependence on imported fossil fuels. 

Modi also said the government had moved away from treating certain areas as no-go zones and was opening them up 

for development, signalling an emphasis on accelerating infrastructure and energy projects. 

The Prime Minister's Independence Day address also carried a strong message for exporters, with a renewed push for 

Atmanirbhar Bharat, Make in India and domestic manufacturing. 

Modi argued that self-reliance should not mean isolation from global markets. Instead, Indian products should become 

competitive enough to find larger markets overseas. 

His message was effectively a push to turn India into a manufacturing and export hub, while reducing vulnerabilities 

arising from excessive dependence on other countries. 

The focus is particularly relevant for sectors such as electronics, semiconductors, pharmaceuticals and advanced 

manufacturing, where India is attempting to build domestic capacity and attract global supply chains. 

Semiconductors also featured prominently in the Prime Minister's technology and manufacturing push. 

Modi said three major semiconductor plants have already been established and that production from these facilities has 

begun for export. He added that another five to eight semiconductor plants are expected to start operations over the next 

seven to eight years. 

The government's semiconductor strategy is aimed at building an ecosystem spanning chip manufacturing, electronics 

and downstream industries, reducing India's dependence on imported components. 

Modi highlighted the importance of chips across sectors including electronics, medical equipment and transportation, 

making semiconductor capacity a key element of India's broader economic-security strategy. 

Underlying the Prime Minister's speech was a larger argument that India's economic trajectory has changed substantially 

over the past decade. 

Modi contrasted the country's earlier Fragile Five tag with what he described as India's growing momentum and 

capabilities. He called on citizens and businesses to move away from an incremental approach and adopt more ambitious 

goals. 

Taken together, the targets announced from the Red Fort point towards a strategy centred on scale, self-reliance, energy 

security, technology and global competitiveness. 

For India Inc, however, the targets also raise the bar considerably. Moving from nine to 50 Fortune Global 500 companies, 

placing a bank among the world's top five and creating globally dominant pharmaceutical and technology businesses 

would require sustained investment, productivity gains, global expansion and the ability to compete with established 

multinational giants.UNI VK AAB 
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New Delhi [India, August 15 (ANI): The government on Saturday said E20 petrol alone cannot be held responsible for 

changes in vehicle mileage, stressing 

that real-world fuel economy depends on several factors, including driving habits, traffic conditions, vehicle maintenance, 

tyre pressure and use of air conditioning. 

In a post on X, the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas said E20 has undergone extensive testing and validation, while 

highlighting multiple factors that determine the mileage delivered by a vehicle. 

"Mileage depends on more than fuel alone. Driving habits , traffic, vehicle maintenance, tyre pressure and AC usage all 

play a role," the ministry said. 

"E20 has undergone extensive testing and validation, while real-world mileage depends on the overall driving and vehicle 

conditions," it added. 

The government's latest clarification comes amid continuing concerns among motorists over the impact of 20 per cent 

ethanol-blended petrol on mileage, vehicle performance and compatibility. 

The government has previously acknowledged that some vehicles may experience a 3-5 per cent reduction in fuel 

economy with E20, while maintaining that real-world mileage is also influenced by several driving and vehicle-related 

factors. 

The government and state-run oil marketing companies have also pushed back against broader concerns over alleged 

widespread fuel contamination. 

Indian Oil, Bharat Petroleum and Hindustan Petroleum said nationwide testing found no evidence supporting claims of 

high chloride contamination or moisture in E20 petrol . More than 100 petrol samples from refineries showed chloride 

levels at or below one part per million, while ethanol samples from 80 distilleries and more than 80 E20 samples from 

depots and terminals recorded chloride levels below the prescribed limit of three ppm. 

The oil marketing companies also said inspections of underground storage tanks at around 90,000 fuel stations found no 

water ingress. Petroleum Minister Hardeep Singh Puri has said oil marketing companies conducted rigorous testing at 

retail outlets, with only a few cases of contamination detected. (ANI) 
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The government has clarified that E20 petrol alone cannot be blamed for reduced vehicle mileage. It stated that real-

world fuel economy is influenced by multiple factors, including driving habits, traffic conditions, and vehicle maintenance. 

The government on Saturday said E20 petrol alone cannot be held responsible for changes in vehicle mileage, stressing 

that real-world fuel economy depends on several factors, including driving habits, traffic conditions, vehicle maintenance, 

tyre pressure and use of air conditioning. 

In a post on X, the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas said E20 has undergone extensive testing and validation, while 

highlighting multiple factors that determine the mileage delivered by a vehicle. 

"Mileage depends on more than fuel alone. Driving habits, traffic, vehicle maintenance, tyre pressure and AC usage all 

play a role," the ministry said. 

"E20 has undergone extensive testing and validation, while real-world mileage depends on the overall driving and vehicle 

conditions," it added. 

Govt Addresses E20 Mileage, Compatibility Concerns 

The government's latest clarification comes amid continuing concerns among motorists over the impact of 20 per cent 

ethanol-blended petrol on mileage, vehicle performance and compatibility. 

The government has previously acknowledged that some vehicles may experience a 3-5 per cent reduction in fuel 

economy with E20, while maintaining that real-world mileage is also influenced by several driving and vehicle-related 

factors. 

Oil Companies Push Back Against Contamination Allegations 

The government and state-run oil marketing companies have also pushed back against broader concerns over alleged 

widespread fuel contamination. 

Indian Oil, Bharat Petroleum and Hindustan Petroleum said nationwide testing found no evidence supporting claims of 

high chloride contamination or moisture in E20 petrol. 

More than 100 petrol samples from refineries showed chloride levels at or below one part per million, while ethanol 

samples from 80 distilleries and more than 80 E20 samples from depots and terminals recorded chloride levels below 

the prescribed limit of three ppm. 

The oil marketing companies also said inspections of underground storage tanks at around 90,000 fuel stations found no 

water ingress. 

Petroleum Minister Hardeep Singh Puri has said oil marketing companies conducted rigorous testing at retail outlets, with 

only a few cases of contamination detected. (ANI) 

(Except for the headline, this story has not been edited by Asianet Newsable English staff and is published from a 

syndicated feed.) 
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Business News | E20 Alone Not Responsible for Mileage Changes; Driving, Maintenance Also Key 

Factors: Govt 

https://www.latestly.com/agency-news/business-news-e20-alone-not-responsible-for-mileage-changes-driving-

maintenance-also-key-factors-govt-7561925.html 

  
New Delhi [India, August 15 (ANI): The government on Saturday said E20 petrol alone cannot be held responsible for 

changes in vehicle mileage, stressing 

that real-world fuel economy depends on several factors, including driving habits, traffic conditions, vehicle maintenance, 

tyre pressure and use of air conditioning. 

In a post on X, the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas said E20 has undergone extensive testing and validation, while 

highlighting multiple factors that determine the mileage delivered by a vehicle. 

 

"Mileage depends on more than fuel alone. Driving habits, traffic, vehicle maintenance, tyre pressure and AC usage all 

play a role," the ministry said. 

"E20 has undergone extensive testing and validation, while real-world mileage depends on the overall driving and vehicle 

conditions," it added. 

 

The government's latest clarification comes amid continuing concerns among motorists over the impact of 20 per cent 

ethanol-blended petrol on mileage, vehicle performance and compatibility. 

The government has previously acknowledged that some vehicles may experience a 3-5 per cent reduction in fuel 

economy with E20, while maintaining that real-world mileage is also influenced by several driving and vehicle-related 

factors. 

The government and state-run oil marketing companies have also pushed back against broader concerns over alleged 

widespread fuel contamination. 

Indian Oil, Bharat Petroleum and Hindustan Petroleum said nationwide testing found no evidence supporting claims of 

high chloride contamination or moisture in E20 petrol. More than 100 petrol samples from refineries showed chloride 

levels at or below one part per million, while ethanol samples from 80 distilleries and more than 80 E20 samples from 

depots and terminals recorded chloride levels below the prescribed limit of three ppm. 

The oil marketing companies also said inspections of underground storage tanks at around 90,000 fuel stations found no 

water ingress. Petroleum Minister Hardeep Singh Puri has said oil marketing companies conducted rigorous testing at 

retail outlets, with only a few cases of contamination detected. (ANI) 

(The above story is verified and authored by ANI staff, ANI is South Asia's leading multimedia news agency with over 

100 bureaus in India, South Asia and across the globe. ANI brings the latest news on Politics and Current Affairs in India 

& around the World, Sports, Health, Fitness, Entertainment, & News. The views appearing in the above post do not reflect 

the opinions of LatestLY) 

Read More 
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Mileage depends on more than just fuel, says GOVT on E20 concerns 

https://www.msn.com/en-in/money/general/mileage-depends-on-more-than-just-fuel-says-govt-on-e20-concerns/ar-

AA2abOPt 

  
Asianet News Central  The government on Saturday said E20 petrol alone cannot be held responsible for changes in 

vehicle mileage, stressing 

that real-world fuel economy depends on several factors, including driving habits, traffic conditions, vehicle maintenance, 

tyre pressure and use of air conditioning. 

In a post on X, the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas said E20 has undergone extensive testing and validation, while 

highlighting multiple factors that determine the mileage delivered by a vehicle. 

"Mileage depends on more than fuel alone. Driving habits, traffic, vehicle maintenance, tyre pressure and AC usage all 

play a role," the ministry said. 

"E20 has undergone extensive testing and validation, while real-world mileage depends on the overall driving and vehicle 

conditions," it added. 

Govt Addresses E20 Mileage, Compatibility Concerns 

The government's latest clarification comes amid continuing concerns among motorists over the impact of 20 per cent 

ethanol-blended petrol on mileage, vehicle performance and compatibility. 

The government has previously acknowledged that some vehicles may experience a 3-5 per cent reduction in fuel 

economy with E20, while maintaining that real-world mileage is also influenced by several driving and vehicle-related 

factors. 

Oil Companies Push Back Against Contamination Allegations 

The government and state-run oil marketing companies have also pushed back against broader concerns over alleged 

widespread fuel contamination. 

Indian Oil, Bharat Petroleum and Hindustan Petroleum said nationwide testing found no evidence supporting claims of 

high chloride contamination or moisture in E20 petrol. 

More than 100 petrol samples from refineries showed chloride levels at or below one part per million, while ethanol 

samples from 80 distilleries and more than 80 E20 samples from depots and terminals recorded chloride levels below 

the prescribed limit of three ppm. 

The oil marketing companies also said inspections of underground storage tanks at around 90,000 fuel stations found no 

water ingress. 

Petroleum Minister Hardeep Singh Puri has said oil marketing companies conducted rigorous testing at retail outlets, with 

only a few cases of contamination detected. (ANI) (Except for the headline, this story has not been edited by Asianet 

Newsable English staff and is published from a syndicated feed.) 
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E20 petrol not sole reason for lower mileage, Centre says 

https://www.msn.com/en-in/autos/general/e20-petrol-not-sole-reason-for-lower-mileage-centre-says/ar-AA2ac3N1 

  
The Central government has sought to put the debate over E20 petrol and vehicle mileage in perspective, saying fuel 

consumption cannot be judged on the ethanol blend alone. 

The Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas said on Saturday that the mileage a vehicle delivers in everyday driving is 

shaped by a combination of factors, ranging from traffic and driving style to tyre pressure, maintenance and air-conditioner 

use. 

"Mileage depends on more than fuel alone. Driving habits, traffic, vehicle maintenance, tyre pressure and AC usage all 

play a role," the ministry said in a post on X. 

It added that E20 petrol has been subjected to extensive testing and validation, while actual mileage can vary depending 

on the condition of the vehicle and the circumstances in which it is driven. 

Mileage debate grows around ethanol blending The clarification comes as motorists continue to question whether petrol 

containing 20% ethanol is affecting mileage and vehicle performance. The government has previously acknowledged 

that E20 can result in a 3-5% decline in fuel economy in some vehicles . However, it has maintained that the mileage 

observed on the road cannot be attributed to the fuel blend alone. 

The issue has gained prominence as India has expanded ethanol blending in petrol as part of its effort to reduce 

dependence on imported crude oil and increase the use of domestically produced ethanol. 

For motorists, the practical impact can vary considerably depending on the vehicle, its age and condition, driving patterns 

and the environment in which it is used. 

Oil companies reject contamination concerns The government has also pushed back against claims that E20 petrol is 

being widely affected by contamination. Indian Oil, Bharat Petroleum and Hindustan Petroleum said tests carried out 

across the country did not support allegations of excessive chloride contamination or moisture in E20 petrol. 

According to the state-run oil marketing companies, more than 100 petrol samples collected from refineries showed 

chloride levels at or below one part per million. Ethanol samples from 80 distilleries and more than 80 E20 samples 

collected from depots and terminals also recorded chloride levels below the prescribed limit of three ppm. 

The companies said the testing was part of broader checks to assess the quality of fuel being supplied through the retail 

network. 

90,000 fuel stations inspected The oil marketing companies said inspections were also carried out at underground storage 

tanks across around 90,000 fuel stations. They reported finding no evidence of water entering the tanks during those 

inspections, countering concerns that moisture contamination could be contributing to vehicle problems attributed to E20 

petrol. 

Petroleum Minister Hardeep Singh Puri has similarly said that oil companies conducted extensive testing at retail outlets 

and that only a small number of contamination cases were detected. 

The government's latest statement therefore seeks to separate two issues that have increasingly become intertwined in 

public discussion: the effect of ethanol blending on fuel economy and allegations of poor fuel quality. 

While E20 may affect mileage in some vehicles, the government maintains that real-world fuel consumption is ultimately 

determined by the interaction of the fuel, vehicle and driving conditions. 

For more news like this visit The Economic Times 
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