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https://creativebharat.com/make-in-india-pawan-hans-to-deploy-dhruv-ng-choppers-for-ongc-in-%e2%82%b92000-cr-deal/ 

  
India's State-owned helicopter services provider Pawan Hans (PHL) will deploy the Make-in-India' chopper Dhruv NG for 

offshore operations after bagging a 2,000 crore global contract from the national energy explorer ONGC, sources told 

businessline 

Sources confirmed to businessline that the contract worth 2,141 crore has been awarded to PHL for a period of ten years 

after a global bidding process. 

Besides, Pawan Hans, the contract promotes the Dhruv NG, the ultra-modern Made in India' helicopter manufactured by 

HAL. 

The ONGC's Crew Change Contract is for deployment of four Dhruv NG helicopters by Pawan Hans for offshore 

operations of ONGC. 

It is a unique opportunity for India to display its ability to produce, certify and operate a fully indigenous civil helicopter 

with world-class features in the civil aviation offshore sector, sources told businessline 

This will also offer an excellent opportunity to Indian MSMEs and vendors to participate in the production of this 

indigenous platform. 

Civilian variant 

Notably, businessline in November had reported that the PHL planned to deploy the Dhruv NG helicopter for offshore 

operations. 

HAL's Dhruv NG is an indigenously developed helicopter. It is the civil variant of the Advance Light Helicopter ALH Mk 

III' helicopters used by the Indian defence forces. 

These military helicopters have a proven record, with over 335 helicopters operational as of the date. The civilian version 

of the military helicopter is powered by the Shakti' engines and features a civil-certified glass cockpit. 

Even though the civilian version has been in service since 2003, this will be the first time the chopper will be deployed in 

offshore operations. 

Presently, only Agusta-Leonardo, Airbus/Eurocopter, and Bell choppers are used in production flying. 

Earlier this year, Pawan Hans had offered to provide the ultra-modern Made in India' helicopters for ONGC's offshore 

operations. 

Pawan Hans has been a key industry player in the Indian offshore industry, providing helicopter services to ONGC, British 

Gas, HOECL, Petro Gas, and others. 

At present, the helicopter services provider has a fleet of 46. It provides services to sectors like oil and gas exploration, 

police and para-public, utilities, VIP and corporate, and passenger transport. 
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India's domestic natural gas production recorded a modest growth of 1.6% during April-September 2024, increasing to 

18,160 MMSCM from 17,879 MMSCM 

in the corresponding period of 2023, according to a report by the Petroleum Planning &amp; Analysis Cell (PPAC). The 

marginal rise was attributed to an 8.6% production increase in PSC/JV fields and a 3.9% boost in Oil India Limited's (OIL) 

nomination fields. However, production from ONGC nomination fields witnessed a decline of 3.5%. 

LNG imports see double-digit growth 

Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) imports surged by 18.03% to 18,915 MMSCM during April-September 2024 from 15,416 

MMSCM in the same period last year. In value terms, the imports rose by 17.37%, amounting to $7,613 million compared 

to $6,486 million in the previous year. 

LNG terminal utilization varied widely, with Dahej terminal operating at 103.9% capacity, while Kochi terminal utilization 

was at 21.8%. 

The city gas distribution (CGD) sector also expanded its footprint, reporting 7,259 CNG stations and over 13.7 million 

PNG connections across 297 geographical areas (GAs) as of October 1, 2024. CGD sector sales increased by 8% to 

41.63 MMSCMD during April-September 2024, driven by a 9% rise in CNG sales and an 8% increase in industrial sector 

sales. However, domestic and commercial sales dipped by 2%. 
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New Delhi: The search for the next Chairman of ONGC (Oil and Natural Gas Corporation) is officially underway, with 

sources revealing to NewsIP that the job description for the prestigious post is being finalized and will soon be released 

as a public vacancy advertisement. 

The previous selection of the ONGC ji Chairman made headlines due to its dramatic and contentious process, overseen 

by a Search-cum-Selection Committee. The twists and turns of that process sparked intense debate across the industry, 

and now, questions are swirling over what methodology will be adopted this time. 

The ONGC Chairman role is one of the most critical leadership positions in India's energy sector, with decisions impacting 

the nation's oil and gas strategy. The transparency and efficiency of this process will be closely watched by industry 

leaders and stakeholders alike. 

Will this selection unfold smoothly, or will it once again turn into a high-stakes drama that grips the energy sector? For 

now, speculation is rife, and anticipation is building. Stay tuned as the story develops. 
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Alphageo (India) Ltd has announced that it has secured contracts worth a total of Rs 118.63 crore from the Oil and Natural 

Gas Corporation (ONGC) Ltd. These contracts include 2D seismic data acquisition projects in two sectors: one in Sector 

1, Chhattisgarh, valued at Rs 38.29 crore, and the other in Sector 3A, Krishna-Godavari, valued at Rs 80.34 crore. 

The Chhattisgarh project is scheduled for completion by January 2026, while the Krishna-Godavari project is set to be 

finished by May 2026. 

Following the announcement of these orders, Alphageo's shares surged by over 19%, reaching an intraday high of Rs 

444.5 per share. The stock has increased by 24.9% over the past month and by 51.69% so far this year. On Monday, 

December 16, it was trading 17.8% higher at Rs 440 per share as of 1:40 PM. 
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The Comptroller and Auditor General of India (CAG), in a compliance audit report on central public sector enterprises, 

pulled up 16 government-owned entities for governance lapses that resulted in adverse financial implications of 3,437.30 

crore, with Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) and the National Highway Authority of India (NHAI) accounting for 

well over a third of these financial infirmities. 

The biggest observation from the CAG's report tabled in Parliament on Monday, pertains to what it termed an imprudent 

decision' by ONGC to acquire a 70% participating interest in a gas block despite its technical panel assessing that it had 

a mere 11.2% shot at success, leading to wasteful expenditure of 557.6 crore as well as a failure to recover the partner 

contractor's share of 132.9 crore. 

Apart from other lapses by ONGC worth almost 182 crore, the CAG has pulled up the NHAI for lapses worth almost 445 

crore, including a case where it extended undue benefit of 203.1 crore to a consortium of contractors involved in four 

highway projects in Maharashtra. 

The government's audit watchdog pointed out infirmities amounting to 739.4 crore in the case of ONGC, and another 445 

crore in cases where the NHAI had slipped up. 

The audit report revealed 30 observations relating to 16 Central Public Sector Enterprises (CPSEs) under eight 

Ministries/Departments. The report highlighted the following: 

The National Highways Authority of India (NHAI) extended an undue benefit of 203.07 crore to Concessionaires after 

they failed to make any material progress on four National Highways widening projects in Maharashtra on Hybrid Annuity 

Mode, despite the damages being significantly lesser than the contractual provisions of the Concession Agreements. 

The contractor delayed the Raebareli-Banda section upgrade, resulting in lower user fee collection of 179.26 crore and 

a force majeure claim of 11.01 crore. The delay also caused premature distress of two Railway Over Bridges, causing 

traffic stoppage and delinking of bypasses, causing inconvenience to users. 

The Ministry of Road Transport and Highways (MoRTH) mandated FASTAG digital toll payment for all National Highway 

users, but failure of NHAI to recover double toll dues before expiry of concession periods caused a loss of 21.12 crore to 

the Consolidated Fund of India. Additionally, 63.03 crore of double toll dues remained pending for recovery from other 

concessionaires and toll collection contractors. 

The construction of a bridge due to faulty design, poor concrete quality, and overloaded vehicles resulted in an extra 

expenditure of 41.52 crore. The reported stated that the NHAI could have avoided this by ensuring proper supervision 

and prompt action. 

ONGC acquired a block with 70% Participating Interest, despite a 11.20% success probability. In November 2021, they 

surrendered the block to the Directorate General of Hydrocarbons due to low gas volumes after incurring an expenditure 

of 557.59 crore and failed to recover a proportionate share of 132.90 crore from the contractor. 

The improper acceptance of Turbine Generator materials without a service contract led to delays in commissioning and 

idling of materials, resulting in a delay in commissioning of one 35.02 crore generator and two 98.12 crore generators, 

despite a seven-year delay. 

ONGC faced delays in clearing imported consignments, leading to the absorption of demurrage charges of 58.74 crore 

out of a total demurrage payment of 110.61 crore from 2016-17 to 2021-22 due to operational issues and incorrect 

delivery orders. 
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Margao: The Goa Investment Promotion and Facilitation Board (GIPFB) has invited public feedback on a proposal to 

designate 4.1 lakh sqm of land in Quitol, Quepem, as an Investment Promotion Area. 

The land is earmarked for the Oil and Natural Gas Commission's (ONGC) ambitious project comprising a convention 

centre, exhibition hall, and management training facility. 

The board already granted in-principle approval for the project and recommended the area's designation as an Investment 

Promotion Area to state govt. The project proponent submitted revised area requirements through letters dated Sep 5 

and Oct 25, 2024. 

Under the proposed declaration, the chief executive officer of GIPFB will be appointed to handle the assessment and 

recovery of house tax, other taxes, and fees. Notably, existing state laws relating to local authorities' control over building 

construction and tax collection will cease to apply in the designated area. 

Local bodies, including the municipal corporation, municipality, or village panchayat, will receive compensation for lost 

tax revenue for a period of five years. 
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The country's exports of crude oil products, which recovered in September, have once again started to follow a declining 

trend. 

India's exports of petroleum products increased by almost 3% to 42 million tonnes during April to November from 40.9 

million tonnes in the corresponding period of last fiscal, as per data from the Petroleum Planning and Analysis Cell. In 

November, however, the shipments were down by 7% to 5.3 million tonnes from last year, driven by a significant fall in 

the supplies to Europe. 

In value terms, the country exported $31.2 billion of petroleum products in April-November this fiscal, down 1.3% from 

$31.6 billion in the year-ago period. 

Imports of refined oil products increased 6.3% to 33.9 million tonnes, up from 31.9 million tonnes in Apr-Nov 2023. Import 

bill for the refined oil products also increased by 6.6% to $16.1 billion against the corresponding period of last year. 

Europe is increasingly turning out to be the brightest for products exporters that have capitalized on the shortages of and 

other fuels due to geopolitical tensions and are shipping plentiful cargoes, a trend that is set to spill over to next year, 

according to S&amp;P Global Commodity Insights. 

Refineries in have ramped up exports to Europe and the Mediterranean since Europe and the UK banned Russian diesel 

in 2023. Indian exporters have weathered the Red Sea challenges earlier this year, diverting cargoes to Europe via the 

Cape of Good Hope on larger clip sizes, said Benjamin Tang, head of liquid bulk at S&amp;P Global Commodities at 

Sea. 

As per S&amp;P's Commodities at Sea data, India's gasoil exports to Europe touched 215,000 barrels per day in October, 

after reaching a high of 282,000 b/d in September. Last month, only 104,000 b/d was loaded out of Indian ports for 

Europe. 

According to Xavier Tang, market analyst at Vortexa, exports to Europe declined last month as the diesel arbitrage 

between the East and the West narrowed. 

The country's exports of products, which recovered in September, have once again started to follow a declining trend. 

Even though analysts fear a supply glut in the oil market 2025 onwards, rising uncertain geopolitical tensions and weak 

demand outlook from the world's top consumers pose threats to the country's exports going forward. 

Union minister for petroleum and natural gas Hardeep Singh Puri has said on multiple occasions that there is no shortage 

of oil in the market but if there are geopolitical tensions, it may lead to an increase in the cost of freight for shippers. 

Meanwhile, the domestic consumption of petroleum products in April-November increased to 157.5 million tonnes from 

152.4 million tonnes in the same period in FY24, as per PPAC. 

India primarily supplies petroleum products to countries in Europe and Asia. The EU implemented in December 2022 a 

price cap and an embargo on Russian crude oil imports in a bid to curb Russia's revenues for its war with Ukraine. 

However, this excluded refined petroleum products derived from Russian crude. 

The spike in Indian oil products exports to Europe lately coincides with Russia becoming the biggest supplier of crude to 

India, shipping an average 1.7 million b/d of crude in the January-September period, as per S & P. 
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