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ONGC to drill more wells after Mahanadi gas discovery; India to retain 20% ethanol blending: Puri 

https://bioenergytimes.com/ongc-to-drill-more-wells-after-mahanadi-gas-discovery-india-to-retain-20-ethanol-blending-puri/ 

  
New Delhi: Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) will undertake further drilling following its recent gas discovery in 

the Mahanadi basin under the Samudra Manthan initiative, Union Petroleum and Natural Gas Minister Hardeep Singh 

Puri said on Thursday, ANI reported.  Speaking to the media on the sidelines of the 13th Annual Forum 2026: India 3.0  

Engaging for Growth in a Disrupted World, Puri said the government was pursuing several measures to reduce India's 

dependence on imported fossil fuels, including domestic oil and gas exploration, biofuels and green hydrogen.  He said 

offshore exploration involved high costs, and drilling would therefore continue in areas considered commercially viable. 

We are going to be digging more and more wells, Puri said, adding that he was hopeful about the prospects following 

the discovery.  Puri also highlighted the government's broader offshore exploration programme under the Samudra 

Manthan initiative, which is expected to support the drilling of 150 wells over three years.  The Union Cabinet approved 

the Samudra Manthan National Offshore Exploration Scheme in July 2026, with an outlay of Rs 84,084 crore for 

implementation up to FY 2030-31.  On biofuels, Puri said India would continue with 20 per cent ethanol blending in 

petrol as part of its efforts to reduce dependence on imported crude oil.  So that will remain at 20%, he said when 

asked about the country's ethanol blending level.  India achieved the 20 per cent ethanol blending target in 2025, five 

years ahead of the original 2030 deadline. The government has also earlier clarified that no decision had been taken to 

increase nationwide ethanol blending beyond 20 per cent.  Puri also stressed the need to bring down the cost of 

producing green hydrogen to support its wider use across different sectors.  Green hydrogen, as I mentioned, we have 

to bring the cost of green hydrogen down, he said.  He pointed to the use of hydrogen in refineries and efforts by the 

railways to develop hydrogen-powered trains, saying the fuel could also find applications in other sectors.  So green 

hydrogen is the fuel of the future, Puri said.  The minister said India needed to pursue domestic oil and gas exploration, 

biofuels and green hydrogen together to reduce its dependence on imported fossil fuels, according to ANI. 
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http://www.calcuttanews.net/news/279329466/ongc-to-continue-drilling-after-gas-discovery-in-mahanadi-basin-india-to-

retain-20-ethanol-blending-hardeep-puri 

  
New Delhi [India, September 24 (ANI): Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) will continue drilling more wells 

following its gas discovery in the Mahanadi basin under the Samudra Manthan initiative, Union Minister of Petroleum 

and Natural Gas Hardeep Singh Puri said on Thursday, adding that India would maintain ethanol blending at 20 per 

cent while working to reduce green hydrogen costs.  Speaking to the media on the sidelines of the 13th Annual Forum 

2026: India 3.0 - Engaging for Growth in a Disrupted World, Puri said the government was pursuing multiple avenues to 

reduce India's dependence on imported fossil fuels, including domestic oil and gas exploration, biofuels and green 

hydrogen.  Referring to ONGC's gas discovery and plans for further exploration, the minister said, 'This is the 

beginning, this is the beginning. We are going to be digging more and more wells.'  He said offshore exploration was a 

costly process and that drilling would continue in areas considered commercially viable.  'We are going to be digging 

more and more wells. So whenever you get a area which is most viable in terms of because you know it's a it's a costly 

process. But I'm very hopeful, and it's looking very good,' Puri said.  The minister also referred to the government's 

wider offshore exploration programme, saying the Samudra Manthan initiative would enable the drilling of 150 wells 

over three years.  The Union Cabinet had approved the Samudra Manthan National Offshore Exploration Scheme in 

July 2026, with an outlay of Rs 84,084 crore for implementation up to FY 2030-31.  On biofuels, Puri said India would 

maintain ethanol blending in petrol at 20 per cent as part of its strategy to reduce dependence on imported crude oil.  

'So that will remain at 20%,' he said, referring to the country's ethanol blending level.  India achieved its 20 per cent 

ethanol blending target in 2025, five years ahead of the original 2030 deadline. The government had earlier clarified 

that no decision had been taken to increase nationwide ethanol blending beyond 20 per cent.  Speaking about green 

hydrogen, Puri said reducing production costs would be important for expanding its use across different sectors of the 

economy.  'Green hydrogen, as I mentioned, we have to bring the cost of green hydrogen down,' he said.  He 

highlighted the use of hydrogen in refineries and the railways' efforts to develop hydrogen-powered trains, adding that 

the fuel could find applications in other sectors as well.  'So green hydrogen is the fuel of the future,' Puri said.  The 

minister emphasised that India needed to pursue domestic exploration, biofuels and green hydrogen simultaneously to 

reduce its dependence on imported fossil fuels. (ANI) 
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ONGC Strikes Gas in Mahanadi Deepwater under Samudra Manthan 

https://www.epcworld.in/ongc-strikes-gas-in-mahanadi-deepwater-under-samudra-manthan/ 

  
The well is located approximately 43 km off Konark and is the first well in the Mahanadi Basin under the campaign. Its 

relative proximity to the coast offers potential for early monetisation, subject to further appraisal, and commercial 

evaluation.  The well was spudded on 25 July 2026 by Hon'ble Minister of Petroleum & Natural Gas Shri Hardeep 

Singh Puri.  On 27 August 2026, ONGC Chairman & CEO Arun Kumar Singh, Director (Technology & Field Services) , 

Vikram Saxena, and Director (Exploration), O P Sinha visited drillship Platinum Explorer and interacted with the team 

engaged in the drilling campaign.  The well is flowing gas with encouraging flow and reservoir pressure for last three 

days. The discovery strengthens ONGC's deepwater exploration programme and India's efforts to expand its 

indigenous hydrocarbon resource base. This find, along with other discoveries in the area, can be a candidate for 

development through shared facilities enabled by the PNG Rules, 2025, bringing deepwater resources onstream. 
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ONGC Launches Western Offshore Data Acquisition Campaign Under Samudra Manthan Initiative 

https://indianmasterminds.com/news/ongc-western-offshore-data-acquisition-samudra-manthan-3d-seismic-236734/ 

  
ONGC Launches Western Offshore Data Acquisition Campaign Under Samudra Manthan Initiative  New Delhi: Oil and 

Natural Gas Corporation Limited ( ONGC ) has commenced a major offshore data acquisition campaign in the Western 

Offshore using advanced 3D Broadband Seismic technology. The campaign was formally kicked off on September 24, 

2026, by ONGC Director (Exploration) O.P. Sinha in the presence of senior officials.  The initiative is part of ONGC's 

efforts to translate the Samudra Manthan initiative into action and deepen the understanding of India's offshore 

sedimentary basins. By generating high-quality subsurface data, the programme is expected to support future 

exploration activities and help identify new opportunities for hydrocarbon discoveries.  The latest campaign marks an 

important step in ONGC's ongoing efforts to strengthen exploration across India's offshore frontiers. The Western 

Offshore is a key area for India's hydrocarbon exploration activities, and improved subsurface information can help in 

assessing potential resources and planning future exploration programmes.  The campaign has been initiated with the 

objective of acquiring advanced seismic data that can provide a clearer understanding of geological formations beneath 

the seabed.  Key objectives of the campaign include:  Read also: ONGC Strikes Gas in Deepwater Mahanadi Basin Off 

Odisha Coast, Marks Major Exploration Milestone  The offshore campaign is being carried out using state-of-the-art 3D 

Broadband Seismic technology. The technology is designed to generate detailed subsurface information, helping 

exploration teams better understand geological structures beneath offshore areas.  The data acquired through the 

campaign is expected to strengthen the scientific and technical basis for future exploration decisions.  Improved 

subsurface imaging can assist in identifying prospective areas and evaluating exploration opportunities across offshore 

sedimentary basins.  The campaign is being undertaken as part of the Samudra Manthan initiative, which focuses on 

advancing exploration activities in India's offshore areas.  The commencement of the Western Offshore campaign gives 

an operational dimension to the initiative by focusing on systematic acquisition of high-quality subsurface data.  ONGC 

is using the campaign to further its understanding of offshore geological formations and explore new possibilities for 

domestic hydrocarbon resources.  ONGC has highlighted the importance of exploring India's offshore sedimentary 

basins to identify new hydrocarbon opportunities. The company's latest data acquisition programme is expected to 

contribute to a stronger information base for future exploration and resource development.  With advanced seismic 

technology being deployed, the campaign is aimed at improving the quality and depth of geological understanding in 

the Western Offshore.  The initiative reflects ONGC's continued focus on:  The Western Offshore campaign is also 

linked to ONGC's broader efforts to contribute to India's long-term energy security.  By improving the understanding of 

offshore geological formations and identifying potential hydrocarbon prospects, the programme can provide a stronger 

foundation for future exploration activities.  The availability of better subsurface data is expected to support evidence-

based decisions regarding resource development.  ONGC continues to explore deeper and expand its technological 

capabilities as it works towards identifying new opportunities across India's offshore frontiers.  Oil and Natural Gas 

Corporation Limited (ONGC) is India's leading exploration and production company in the oil and gas sector. The 

Maharatna public sector enterprise is engaged in the exploration and production of crude oil and natural gas and 

operates across onshore and offshore areas. ONGC plays a significant role in supporting India's domestic energy 

supply and strengthening the country's energy security.  Read also: ONGC Reaffirms Commitment to Cleanliness and 

Sustainability Under Swachhata Hi Seva 2026 
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ONGC's Tinku Sengupta Nishcal Wins Women Leadership Award  Pipeline & Gas Industry at PIPE-TECH 2026  New 

Delhi: Oil and Natural Gas Corporation Limited (ONGC) has congratulated Tinku Sengupta Nishcal, GGM (Production) 

& Head Offshore Services, on being conferred the prestigious Women Leadership Award  Pipeline & Gas Industry at 

PIPE-TECH 2026 & India Gas-Tech 2026.  The award was presented during the 6th Global Pipeline Technology & 

Development Conference & Exhibition, recognising her distinguished leadership and significant contributions to the 

pipeline and gas industry.  The recognition highlights her professional and technical excellence, along with her role in 

strengthening large-scale energy infrastructure and operational capabilities.  The Women Leadership Award recognises 

Tinku Sengupta Nishcal's contributions across several areas of the pipeline and offshore energy sector.  Key highlights 

of the recognition include:  Her work reflects the growing importance of technical leadership and professional expertise 

in managing critical energy infrastructure.  Read also: ONGC Launches Western Offshore Data Acquisition Campaign 

Under Samudra Manthan Initiative  As GGM (Production) & Head Offshore Services at ONGC, Tinku Sengupta Nishcal 

has contributed to areas associated with pipeline and offshore energy infrastructure, asset integrity and operational 

excellence.  The award specifically acknowledges her contribution to large-scale infrastructure and the technical and 

professional standards required for efficient and reliable energy operations.  The recognition at a global industry 

conference also highlights the role of experienced professionals in advancing technology and operational practices 

across the pipeline and gas sector.  The recognition also acknowledges Nishcal's commitment to capability 

development and the advancement of women professionals in the energy industry.  ONGC said the honour celebrates 

leadership that combines technical expertise with purpose and serves as an inspiration for more women to contribute to 

and shape the future of India's energy sector.  The recognition therefore highlights not only professional achievements 

but also the importance of developing talent and creating opportunities for women across the energy industry.  ONGC 

described the recognition as a proud moment for the organisation. The award reflects the contribution of its 

professionals to critical infrastructure, technical excellence and operational performance.  The 6th Global Pipeline 

Technology & Development Conference & Exhibition provided the platform for the recognition, bringing focus to 

developments and leadership in the pipeline and gas industry.  The award to Tinku Sengupta Nishcal adds to ONGC's 

recognition of professional excellence while highlighting the importance of women's leadership in India's energy sector.  

Oil and Natural Gas Corporation Limited (ONGC) is India's leading exploration and production company and a major 

public sector energy enterprise. The company is engaged in the exploration and production of crude oil and natural gas 

and contributes significantly to India's energy security through its operations across onshore and offshore assets.  Read 

also: ONGC Appoints Bhaskar Chowdary Nettem as Director (Production) for Three-Year Tenure 
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ONGC to drill more wells after Mahanadi gas find: Hardeep Singh Puri 

https://www.msn.com/en-in/money/general/ongc-to-drill-more-wells-after-mahanadi-gas-find-hardeep-singh-puri/ar-

AA2cUhpB 

  
Asianet News Central  Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) will continue drilling more wells following its gas 

discovery in the Mahanadi basin under the Samudra Manthan initiative, Union Minister of Petroleum and Natural Gas 

Hardeep Singh Puri said on Thursday, adding that India would maintain ethanol blending at 20 per cent while working 

to reduce green hydrogen costs.  Speaking to the media on the sidelines of the 13th Annual Forum 2026: India 3.0  

Engaging for Growth in a Disrupted World, Puri said the government was pursuing multiple avenues to reduce India's 

dependence on imported fossil fuels, including domestic oil and gas exploration, biofuels and green hydrogen.  

Mahanadi Gas Discovery and Exploration Push  Referring to ONGC's gas discovery and plans for further exploration, 

the minister said, "This is the beginning, this is the beginning. We are going to be digging more and more wells." He 

said offshore exploration was a costly process and that drilling would continue in areas considered commercially viable.  

"We are going to be digging more and more wells. So whenever you get a area which is most viable in terms of 

because you know it's a it's a costly process. But I'm very hopeful, and it's looking very good," Puri said.  The minister 

also referred to the government's wider offshore exploration programme, saying the Samudra Manthan initiative would 

enable the drilling of 150 wells over three years.  The Union Cabinet had approved the Samudra Manthan National 

Offshore Exploration Scheme in July 2026, with an outlay of Rs 84,084 crore for implementation up to FY 2030-31.  

Ethanol Blending Strategy  On biofuels, Puri said India would maintain ethanol blending in petrol at 20 per cent as part 

of its strategy to reduce dependence on imported crude oil.  "So that will remain at 20%," he said, referring to the 

country's ethanol blending level. India achieved its 20 per cent ethanol blending target in 2025, five years ahead of the 

original 2030 deadline. The government had earlier clarified that no decision had been taken to increase nationwide 

ethanol blending beyond 20 per cent.  Green Hydrogen: The Fuel of the Future  Speaking about green hydrogen, Puri 

said reducing production costs would be important for expanding its use across different sectors of the economy. 

"Green hydrogen, as I mentioned, we have to bring the cost of green hydrogen down," he said.  He highlighted the use 

of hydrogen in refineries and the railways' efforts to develop hydrogen-powered trains, adding that the fuel could find 

applications in other sectors as well. "So green hydrogen is the fuel of the future," Puri said.  The minister emphasised 

that India needed to pursue domestic exploration, biofuels and green hydrogen simultaneously to reduce its 

dependence on imported fossil fuels. (ANI) (Except for the headline, this story has not been edited by Asianetnews 

Editorial staff and is published from a syndicated feed.) 
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https://www.msn.com/en-in/money/economy/40-kms-off-odisha-coast-ongc-s-mahadin-well-struck-gas-what-s-the-road-

ahead/vi-AA2cT6Gk 

  
Hello and welcome. You are watching Business Today. We are joining, being joined here by Mr. O.P. Sinha, Director of 

Exploration at ONGC. Mahanadi Basin has struck gas and it is the need of the hour for India to have its own domestic 

oil and gas production as well. The Chairman has said that ONGC is transitioning towards a gas and oil sort of, you 

know, endeavor going forward from here for NGC than just an just a oil and gas company. So gas has been struck at 

this particular basin. Talk to us of the volumes. What can you say about the prospects of gas from this particular 

exploration? In Mahanadi basin, if I talk about the recent discovery, yeah, definitely it's a gas discovery. Mahanadi 

basin has been known for gas potential so far. Although it will be too premature to conclude that it's a gas basin only, 

but so far we have successfully discovered earlier also and in the recent campaign or current campaign which is 

ongoing, this find has boosted the prospectivity of gas find from Mahanadi basin. Now coming to gas and oil, you see 

ONGC's endeavor is finding oil and gas in all frontier areas. We are venturing into, we have already successfully 

commenced production from KG Offshore. We drilled our campaign in Andaman and this Mahanadi campaign has 

been the recent one. And here, this well, which was spudded by our honorable Petroleum Minister, Puri It has been 

successfully drilled and tested and very encouraging result I am happy to share that it is flowing with good amount of 

rates and good amount of pressure. We have plans to follow it up with more drilling in this area and then only the input 

about the volumes will be formed up. And I must say that we are in a consolidation phase. And with more activity, more 

wells, we will be in a position to give some numbers on volume. But as of now, this is a very, very positive find, I will 

say, for ONGC as well as for our. So just to get a sense, on an average, any particular well which is being explored or 

developed in that particular phase, once you know it has hit gas or it has hit crude, What is the average in this particular 

Mahanadi basin? What is the average sort of volume that you may expect or you have seen previously as well? You 

see, this is a this is a exploration in frontier areas. It's not like Western offshore where we have drilled so many wells 

and we have a lot many inputs or information available for estimating volumes or subsurface parameters. Here we are 

venturing in a new area. So every well, every new data, it helps us consolidate the plans which will be formed up in due 

course of time. So this well is producing close to 2.5 lakhs or 0.25 million cubic meter per day of gas. The good thing is 

that the reservoir pressures are good. So we hope that this well will be able to give consistent performance in the times 

to come. This is about this well, but this is not end of the story. We have to take this program forward by drilling more 

wells, appraising the area, delineating the area and then come out with plan how to produce with how many wells. 

Those things will come up later. But at this stage, I must say that this is a very, very, very, very promising find. But there 

is a separate capex that ONGC has also deployed, right? That is what I was referring to. Yes, yes. But when you 13, 

14? Yeah, you see, as far as the capex of exploration, I will talk about exploration capex. ONGC has been spending 

roughly around 10,000 crores on exploration every year, 10,000 crores. It includes both drilling of export rivers, export 

rivers both in the frontier areas as well as in the PML areas. PML means you are exploring field growth opportunities 

and surveys, seismic surveys, non-seismic surveys. So entire exploration budget per annum it was around 10,000. 

Now with Samudra Manthan, we will be able to more aggressively drill more wells. And that is needed because you see 

the Indian sedimentary basins, especially in deep water, ultra deep water areas, the well density is relatively less than 

the other global basins. So with this, I think this is the very right time for the oil companies to go much aggressively in 

deeper areas, frontier areas, where we expect that big find will come. And the big find is the need of the hour for the, for 

ONGC, for country as well. Sure. The capex and government support has been deployed. 2030, 2031, there is a target 

that the company has set for themselves in terms of ENP and other projects as well. But so far, is everything on track 

as planned? And for the next year, both onshore and offshore, what other prospects are we looking at? You see, this 

Samudra Manthan campaign, I must clarify, this is exclusively for offshore. offshore deepwater exploration, but ONGC 

as a company, we will balance our portfolio and we will continue to do exploration in on-land exploratory areas as well 

as shallow water because onshore and shallow water exploratory wells are relatively easier to monetize, easier in the 

sense in a quick time frame. So we are having a balanced portfolio, both for the on-land, shallow water offshore and 

deep water also. We will be going more aggressively in deep waters with the help of some other. So what other regions 

are we looking at? The basins I must say Mahanadi should be priority one basin, but there are other basins like Krishna 

Godavari basin where we are already producing and we had a campaign in Andaman. So we have to see or study the 

results of the wells which we have drilled and then make the follow up program. The other relatively new basins are 

Kerala Konkan where we are still We have not succeeded in getting finds, but the exploration continues in Kerala, 

Konkan also and in the offshore Saurashtra also. There are both in the So as we head towards 2027, how many more 

regions would we have explored in terms of gas and oil for ONGC? You see, Mahanadi definitely is on rank number 

one and we will go in KG also. There is prospects we have already discovered in Kaveri also. We will be definitely 
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going for delineation of that. And once we get the positive volumes, the follow-up programs will follow. In 2026, India's 

domestic gas and oil contribution from ONGC, where does it stand at currently? So, uh, if, if I say, uh, ONGC 

contributes about, uh, around 75% of the, uh, total oil which is produced in the country, 75%, and, uh, gas, it will be 

around 55% of the domestic gas. But if I compare the, because India is the, I think, third largest consumer of oil and 

gas. So if I compare, if I say how much ONGC is contributing to India's consumption, the numbers will be around with 

our JV fields along with OVL also because OVL is our overseas arm, which is bringing the equity oil from overseas 

fields. So it will be around 11% to 12% of our consumption. And maybe around 30% of our gas consumption. Yeah. 

Right. Going ahead into- 30 or 33, I think, yeah. Talk to us a little bit about where our strategic reserves stand at this 

point and what work is going on in the background. I think, uh, presently we are having strategic reserves already 

about, uh, five and a half million tons of oil, and, uh, there are plans to increase or create new storage, uh, strategic 

reserves, uh, which ONGC is mandated to do, and, uh, work will start on that, but presently we have about five and a 

half, uh, million tons of oil strategic reserves available in the country. The work on gas storage for a strategic purpose 

will also start. Where will that standard? Those things are still to be chopped out. Yeah. Sure. So one final question. BP 

has been your longstanding technology partner. What other partnerships are you looking at to sort of accelerate India's 

ENP initiative going forward? Is there something ahead of 2027? when we start the new year, uh, that you may be, uh, 

looking at? Yeah. You see, in exploration, we are seeking, uh, collaborations or partnerships, uh, for the upcoming, uh, 

bid rounds, OLP bid rounds. And, uh, we are, uh, we are in talk with several IOCs in this regard. We are in talk with, uh, 

BP, uh Exxon, Shell, and things will materialize, I hope, soon. BP is already on board as a technical service provider in 

Mumbai High for enhancing the production from Bombay High being a mature field. So we are engaged BP as a 

technical service provider to increase production from that. And the next phase is other than Bombay High, covering 

entire Western Offshore. So this is the engagement with BP as of now. And we have already a block in the Saurashtra 

Offshore, where ONGC has partnered with BP for exploration. And in the upcoming round, we are having discussions 

with not only with BP but with other IOCs also and hope things will get better. What are the regions they have shown 

interest in working on? Mostly it's eastern offshore of country. Eastern offshore, no specific region so far. All right, thank 

you so much for speaking to us here on Business Today. Thank you, thank you If you like the video, do like, comment, 

share and subscribe. 
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‘ONGC to continue Mahanadi drilling after gas find' 
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New Delhi: Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) will continue drilling more wells following its gas discovery in the 

Mahanadi basin under the Samudra Manthan initiative, Union Minister of Petroleum and Natural Gas Hardeep Singh 

Puri said on Thursday, adding that India would maintain ethanol blending at 20 per cent while working to reduce green  

hydrogen costs.  Speaking to the media on the sidelines of the 13th Annual Forum 2026: India 3.0  Engaging for 

Growth in a Disrupted World, Puri said the government was pursuing multiple avenues to reduce India's dependence 

on imported fossil fuels, including domestic oil and gas exploration, biofuels and green hydrogen. 
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samudra-manthan 

  
ONGC has commenced its offshore data acquisition campaign in the Western Offshore using 3D Broadband Seismic 

technology. The programme was kicked off on 24 September 2026 by Director (Exploration) O.P. Sinha as part of the 

Samudra Manthan initiative.  New Delhi: Oil and Natural Gas Corporation Limited (ONGC) has commenced its offshore 

data acquisition campaign in the Western Offshore, translating the Samudra Manthan initiative into action.  The 

campaign was formally kicked off on 24 September 2026 by ONGC Director (Exploration) Shri O.P. Sinha along with 

senior officials.  Follow PSU Connect:  WhatsApp  Using state-of-the-art 3D Broadband Seismic technology , the 

programme will generate high-quality subsurface insights. These insights are expected to strengthen future exploration 

efforts and help identify new opportunities for hydrocarbon discoveries across India's offshore sedimentary basins.  The 

initiative forms part of ONGC's efforts to deepen understanding of the country's offshore basins and support long-term 

energy security.  Source: Official update from ONGC Limited.  Follow PSU Connect:  LinkedIn 
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कें द्रीय पेट्ि ोस यम और प्राकृसतक गैि मिंत्री हरदीप सििंह पुरी ने कहा सक महानदी बेसिन में ONGC सरि स िंग जारी रखेगी।  Prime News 

Network  Union Minister of Petroleum and Natural Gas Hardeep Singh Puri |  नई सदल्ली (भारत)। कें द्रीय पेट्ि ोस यम और 

प्राकृसतक गैि मिंत्री हरदीप सििंह पुरी ने गुरुवार को कहा सक िमुद्र मिंथन पह  के तहत महानदी बेसिन में गैि की खोज के बाद ते  और 

प्राकृसतक गैि सनगम (ओएनजीिी) और असिक कुओिं की खुदाई जारी रखेगा। उन्ोिंने यह भी कहा सक भारत हररत हाइरि ोजन की  ागत को 

कम करने के स ए काम करते हुए इथेनॉ  समश्रण को 20 प्रसतशत पर बनाए रखेगा। 13वें वासषिक फोरम 2026: इिंसरया 3.0 - एक बासित 

दुसनया में सवकाि के स ए जुडाव के अविर पर मीसरया िे बात करते हुए, पुरी ने कहा सक िरकार आयासतत जीवाश्म ईिंिन पर भारत की 

सनभिरता को कम करने के स ए घरे ू ते  और गैि अने्वषण, जैव ईिंिन और हररत हाइरि ोजन िसहत कई रासे्त अपना रही है।  ओएनजीिी की 

गैि खोज और आगे के अने्वषण की योजनाओिं का सजक्र करते हुए मिंत्री ने कहा, "यह तो शुरुआत है। हम और असिक कुएिं  खोदने जा रहे हैं।" 

उन्ोिंने कहा सक अपतट्ीय अने्वषण एक महिंगी प्रसक्रया है और व्याविासयक रूप िे व्यवहायि माने जाने वा े के्षत्रोिं में खुदाई जारी रहेगी। पुरी ने 

कहा, “हम और असिक िे असिक कुएिं  खोदने जा रहे हैं। इिस ए जब भी आपको कोई ऐिा के्षत्र सम े जो िबिे असिक व्यवहायि हो, क्ोिंसक 

आप जानते हैं सक यह एक महिंगी प्रसक्रया है।  ेसकन मुझे पूरी उम्मीद है और स्थिसत बहुत अच्छी सदख रही है।”  मिंत्री ने िरकार के व्यापक 

अपतट्ीय अने्वषण कायिक्रम का भी सजक्र सकया और कहा सक िमुद्र मिंथन पह  िे तीन वषों में 150 कुओिं की खुदाई ििंभव हो िकेगी। कें द्रीय 

मिंसत्रमिंर  ने जु ाई 2026 में िमुद्र मिंथन राष्ट्ि ीय अपतट्ीय अने्वषण योजना को मिंजूरी दी थी, सजिके स ए सवत्त वषि 2030-31 तक कायािन्वयन 

हेतु 84,084 करोड रुपये का पररव्यय सनिािररत सकया गया था। जैव ईिंिन के बारे में पुरी ने कहा सक आयासतत कचे्च ते  पर सनभिरता कम करने 

की रणनीसत के तहत भारत पेट्ि ो  में इथेनॉ  का समश्रण 20 प्रसतशत पर बनाए रखेगा। उन्ोिंने देश में इथेनॉ  समश्रण के स्तर का सजक्र करते हुए 

कहा, “यह 20% पर ही रहेगा।”  भारत ने 2030 की मू  िमय िीमा िे पािंच िा  पह े, 2025 में ही 20 प्रसतशत इथेनॉ  समश्रण का अपना 

 क्ष्य हासि  कर स या। िरकार ने पह े ही स्पष्ट् कर सदया था सक देशव्यापी इथेनॉ  समश्रण को 20 प्रसतशत िे असिक बढाने का कोई सनणिय 

नही िं स या गया है। हररत हाइरि ोजन के बारे में बात करते हुए, पुरी ने कहा सक अथिव्यविा के सवसभन्न के्षत्रोिं में इिके उपयोग को बढाने के स ए 

उत्पादन  ागत को कम करना महत्वपूणि होगा। उन्ोिंने कहा, "जैिा सक मैंने उले्लख सकया है, हमें हररत हाइरि ोजन की  ागत को कम करना 

होगा।"  उन्ोिंने ररफाइनररयोिं में हाइरि ोजन के उपयोग और रे वे द्वारा हाइरि ोजन-चास त ट्ि ेनोिं के सवकाि के प्रयािोिं पर प्रकाश रा ा और कहा 

सक इि ईिंिन का उपयोग अन्य के्षत्रोिं में भी सकया जा िकता है। पुरी ने कहा, "इिस ए हररत हाइरि ोजन भसवष्य का ईिंिन है।" मिंत्री ने इि बात पर 

जोर सदया सक भारत को घरे ू स्तर पर हाइरि ोजन की खोज को बढावा देने की आवश्यकता है। आयासतत जीवाश्म ईिंिनोिं पर सनभिरता कम करने 

के स ए जैव ईिंिन और हररत हाइरि ोजन का एक िाथ उपयोग करना। (इनपुट्ः  ANI  यह भी पढें ः  चीन और अमेररका को ििंघषि और ट्कराव िे 

दूर रहने की नीसत पर कायम रहना चासहए: शी सजनसपिंग  चीनी राष्ट्ि पसत शी सजनसपिंग ने व्हाइट् हाउि में सदए अपने भाषण में चीन-अमेररका 

ििंबिंिोिं के सवशा  जहाज को स्थिर मागि पर च ाने का आह्वान सकया।  ििंयुक्त राष्ट्ि  महािभा के 81वें ित्र को ििंबोसित करते हुए इजराय ी 

प्रिानमिंत्री बेंजासमन नेतन्याहू ने कहा सक ईरान की िरकार जरूर सगरेगी।  अमेररकी न्यायािीश द्वारा िीएनएन, एमएि नाउ और पॉस सट्को के 

प्रिारण की अनुमसत बहा  करने के बाद तीनोिं ििंिान वापि व्हाइट् हाउि में  ौट् आए।  जोहरान ममदानी ने नेतन्याहू के यूएनजीए ििंबोिन 

का जवाब देते हुए कहा सक नेतन्याहू ने सफस स्तीसनयोिं के नरििंहार को िही ठहराने के स ए सनरािार झठू दोहराया।  पासकस्तानी प्रिानमिंत्री 

शहबाज शरीफ ने ििंयुक्त राष्ट्ि  महािभा के दौरे के दौरान हासफज िईद और  श्कर-ए-तैबा िे जुडे िवा ोिं के जवाब देने िे इनकार कर सदया। 
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CURRENT AFFAIRS: ONGC Mahanadi Offshore Basin Samudra Manthan Natural Gas Discovery , deepwater 

exploration, Odisha, hydrocarbon resources, offshore drilling, PNG Rules 2025, energy security  Gas Discovery in 

Mahanadi Basin  ONGC Expands Deepwater Exploration With Mahanadi Gas Find: The Oil and Natural Gas 

Corporation (ONGC) has reported a gas discovery in the deepwater Mahanadi Offshore Basin off the coast of Odisha. 

The find represents the first discovery from a well drilled by ONGC under its Samudra Manthan exploration programme.  

The discovery was announced on September 18, 2026 , from the well designated MN-DW18-1-H-D . Initial testing 

indicated encouraging gas flow along with reservoir pressure, making the discovery significant for further appraisal.  

Details of the Discovery  The exploration well was drilled to a targeted depth of 1,623 metres . Gas-bearing formations 

were identified between 1,441 metres and 1,452 metres  The well is located approximately 43 km from the Konark 

coast , or about 23 nautical miles from ONGC's Konark discovery site . Its location highlights the continuing importance 

of Odisha's offshore region in India's hydrocarbon exploration strategy.  Static GK fact: The Mahanadi River is one of 

the major east-flowing rivers of India and drains into the Bay of Bengal . Its basin covers parts of central and eastern 

India.  Samudra Manthan Programme  The discovery has been linked to Samudra Manthan , a government initiative 

introduced in July 2026 to accelerate exploration in India's offshore areas.  The programme, valued at around 84,000 

crore , is aimed at reducing the financial and operational risks associated with offshore drilling while encouraging 

greater domestic exploration of oil and natural gas resources.  The ONGC well was spudded on July 25, 2026 , when 

Union Petroleum and Natural Gas Minister Hardeep Singh Puri remotely launched the exploration activity from New 

Delhi.  Importance of the Mahanadi Basin  The Mahanadi offshore region has attracted exploration interest following 

earlier ONGC discoveries such as Utkal and Konark  The latest find adds another data point to the basin's hydrocarbon 

potential. However, the discovery is still undergoing appraisal, and commercial development will depend on the quantity 

and quality of recoverable resources.  According to ONGC, the discovery may be considered for commercial 

exploitation under the PNG Rules, 2025 , subject to satisfactory evaluation of the resource.  Boost to Domestic Energy 

Exploration  India remains dependent on imports for a substantial share of its energy requirements. Expanding 

domestic exploration can therefore contribute to greater availability of indigenous hydrocarbon resources and support 

long-term energy security.  ONGC has been increasing its focus on deepwater and ultra-deepwater exploration , where 

advanced drilling technologies are required to access potentially significant offshore reserves.  Static GK Tip: 

Deepwater exploration involves drilling in offshore areas where water depth requires specialised vessels, subsea 

equipment and advanced drilling technology.  India's Offshore Hydrocarbon Potential  ONGC estimates that India's 

eastern and western offshore basins contain more than 5,600 million tonnes of oil equivalent (MMtoe) of hydrocarbons, 

with geological formations extending to depths of up to 3,000 metres below the seabed  These resources represent 

potential rather than immediately recoverable reserves. Detailed geological assessment, reservoir testing and 

economic analysis are necessary before development decisions can be taken.  Appraisal Before Commercial 

Production  The Mahanadi discovery is currently at the appraisal stage . ONGC will need to examine reservoir 

characteristics, resource volumes, recoverability and commercial viability before determining whether the discovery can 

move towards development.  The find nevertheless strengthens India's offshore exploration programme and 

demonstrates the potential of deepwater regions in supporting domestic hydrocarbon exploration.  Static Usthadian 

Current Affairs Table  ONGC Expands Deepwater Exploration With Mahanadi Gas Find:  Fact  Detail  Company  Oil 

and Natural Gas Corporation  Basin  Mahanadi Offshore Basin  Location  Offshore Odisha  Well  MN-DW18-1-H-D  

Discovery date  September 18, 2026  Target depth  1,623 metres  Gas-bearing interval  1,4411,452 metres  Distance 

from Konark coast  Approximately 43 km  Programme  Samudra Manthan  Programme value  Around 84,000 crore  

Well spudded  July 25, 2026  Earlier nearby discovery  Konark  Commercial framework  PNG Rules, 2025  Offshore 

hydrocarbon potential  Over 5,600 MMtoe  Present status  Under appraisal 
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