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Government Revises Windfall Tax: Impact On ONGC, HPCL, BPCL & Oil Prices 

https://www.businesstoday.in/bt-tv/whats-hot/video/government-revises-windfall-tax-impact-on-ongc-hpcl-bpcl-oil-prices-

543293-2026-07-16 

  
The government's latest windfall tax revision aims to cushion the impact of rising crude oil prices while protecting domestic 

fuel supplies. 

Gaurang Shah, Sr. VP, Geojit Investments, believes the government will continue adjusting duties to manage inflation 

and energy costs. He says the biggest risk remains any escalation in the Red Sea, which could disrupt global energy 

supplies and push crude prices higher. Despite these risks, Geojit maintains a positive long-term view on ONGC, GAIL, 

HPCL, BPCL, and IOC, expecting policy support and stable demand to support the oil and gas sector. 
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ONGC Drills Second Geothermal Well In Ladakh 

https://www.constructionworld.in/energy-infrastructure/power-and-renewable-energy/ongc-drills-second-geothermal-well-

in-ladakh/94420 

  
State-run Oil and Natural Gas Corporation completed drilling its second geothermal well in Puga Valley, Ladakh, marking 

a step towards India's first pilot geothermal power plant. 

The ONGC Energy Centre drilled the well to a depth of 1,000 metres at an altitude of more than 14,000 feet in about a 

month, improving on the timeline and cost of the initial campaign. The company reported that the operation built on the 

earlier well which produced steam at temperatures above the boiling point of water, demonstrating the field's resource 

potential.nnThe second well will support development of India's first one megawatt electric (MW) pilot geothermal power 

plant and could pave the way for commercial exploitation of geothermal energy in the country. The project next phase 

includes setting up the one megawatt electric pilot plant and pursuing longer term development of geothermal resources 

to provide reliable baseload electricity for Ladakh. The Puga geothermal field in eastern Ladakh has long been identified 

as the country's most promising geothermal resource.nnGeothermal energy harnesses heat from beneath the earth's 

surface to generate electricity and provide heating, offering round the clock low carbon power unlike solar and wind 

whose output depends on weather conditions. Exploratory work at Puga has been intermittent for decades, and 

commercial geothermal power generation has not yet taken off in India because of technical and economic challenges. 

The recent progress is part of a broader effort to diversify the renewable energy mix beyond solar, wind and 

hydropower.nnIndia is working towards a target of installing 500 GW of non fossil fuel electricity capacity by 2030, and 

geothermal could complement other technologies by contributing steady output. The drilling team completed the second 

well within a shorter timeframe and reduced cost compared with the first campaign, demonstrating improved operational 

capability in a high altitude environment. Further work will be required to validate resource sustainability and to integrate 

geothermal output into local grids before larger scale deployment. 

  

https://www.constructionworld.in/energy-infrastructure/power-and-renewable-energy/ongc-drills-second-geothermal-well-in-ladakh/94420
https://www.constructionworld.in/energy-infrastructure/power-and-renewable-energy/ongc-drills-second-geothermal-well-in-ladakh/94420


 

Page 35 of 57. 

Headline Fitch Upgrades ONGC's Standalone Credit Profile to 'bbb+' 

Publication Indian Mandarins Edition Online Coverage 

Published Date 16 Jul 2026 

 

Fitch Upgrades ONGC's Standalone Credit Profile to 'bbb+' 

https://www.indianmandarins.com/news/fitch-upgrades-ongc-s-standalone-credit-profile-to-bbb-/32953 

  
New Delhi (16.07.2026): announced that Fitch Ratings affirmed its Long-Term Foreign Currency Issuer Default Rating 

(IDR) at 'BBB-' with a Stable 

Outlook, while upgrading the company's Standalone Credit Profile (SCP) to 'bbb+'. The upgrade in ONGC's Standalone 

Credit Profile reflects the company's strong standalone financial position and operational strength, while the reaffirmed 

'BBB-' Stable rating highlights continued confidence in ONGC's creditworthiness in the international debt market. Apart 

from Fitch, ONGC continues to maintain strong credit ratings across major agencies: Moody's: Baa3 (Stable) 

S&P Global Ratings: BBB (Stable) 

ICRA: AAA (Stable) for Non-Convertible Debentures (NCDs) 

CARE Ratings: AAA (Stable) for NCDs and A1+ for Commercial Paper 

India Ratings: AAA (Stable) for NCDs and A1+ for Commercial Paper The company stated that the revised rating has 

been communicated to the stock exchanges as part of its regulatory disclosure requirements. 
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Ayana Renewable Wins 50 MW SECI Wind Project Under ONGC NTPC Green JV 

https://innovacia.in/ayana-renewable-wins-50-mw-seci-wind-project-under-ongc-ntpc-green-jv/ 

  
Order Win  NSE  NTPCGREEN  BSE  NTPC Green Energy Limited informed the stock exchanges that Ayana Renewable 

Power Private 

Limited, a wholly owned subsidiary of ONGC NTPC Green Private Limited (50:50 JV between NTPC Green Energy 

Limited and ONGC Green Limited), has won a 50 MW wind power project in the Solar Energy Corporation of India (SECI) 

wind tender at a tariff of 3.85/kWh. 

PRICE-SENSITIVE TRIGGER 

Event: Ayana Renewable Power Private Limited emerged as the successful bidder for a 50 MW wind power project under 

SECI's tariff-based competitive bidding process. 

Type: Order Win 

Impact: Positive 

Immediate Effect: The project win expands the renewable energy portfolio of the ONGC NTPC Green joint venture and 

strengthens its execution pipeline in India's utility-scale wind energy sector. 

What Happened ? 

NTPC Green Energy Limited, through a Regulation 30 disclosure, announced that Ayana Renewable Power Private 

Limited secured a 50 MW wind power project in the e-reverse auction conducted by the Solar Energy Corporation of India 

(SECI). 

Ayana is a wholly owned subsidiary of ONGC NTPC Green Private Limited , a 50:50 joint venture between NTPC Green 

Energy Limited and ONGC Green Limited 

The capacity was awarded under SECI's tender for developing 2,000 MW ISTS-connected wind power projects through 

tariff-based competitive bidding. 

key details 

Project Details: 

Ayana won 50 MW of wind power capacity. 

The project was awarded under SECI's 2,000 MW ISTS-connected Wind Power Developers Tender (SECI-Tranche-XX) 

The discovered tariff for the project is 3.85 per kWh 

The successful bid was secured through an e-reverse auction. 

The auction concluded on 15 July 2026 

Note: The announcement relates to a project award. The company has not disclosed the project value, execution timeline, 

expected commissioning schedule, or estimated revenue contribution. 

Risk Analysis 

Summary: 

The order strengthens the company's renewable project pipeline; however, successful execution remains subject to 

regulatory approvals, project development milestones, and timely commissioning. 

Key Risks: 

https://innovacia.in/ayana-renewable-wins-50-mw-seci-wind-project-under-ongc-ntpc-green-jv/
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Revenue realization will begin only after project commissioning. 

Project execution depends on land acquisition, grid connectivity, and statutory approvals. 

No financial impact or earnings guidance has been disclosed. 

Worst Case: 

Any delay in project execution, regulatory approvals, or infrastructure readiness could postpone commissioning and defer 

revenue generation. 

Risk Level Medium 

Company Commentary 

Ayana Renewable Power Private Limited emerged as the successful bidder in SECI's wind power auction. 

The company secured 50 MW capacity at a tariff of 3.85/kWh 

Ayana is a wholly owned subsidiary of ONGC NTPC Green Private Limited. 

The disclosure was made under Regulation 30 of the SEBI (Listing Obligations and Disclosure Requirements) 

Regulations, 2015 

Official Exchange Filing: NTPC Green Energy Limited 
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ONGC Fitch Rating Affirmed at ‘BBB-'; Standalone Credit Profile Upgraded to ‘bbb+' 

https://innovacia.in/ongc-fitch-rating-affirmed-at-bbb-standalone-credit-profile-upgraded-to-bbb/ 

  
Credit Rating Revision  NSE  ongc  BSE  Oil and Natural Gas Corporation Limited (ONGC) informed the stock exchanges 

that 

Fitch Ratings has affirmed its Long-Term Foreign Currency Issuer Default Rating (IDR) at BBB-' with a Stable Outlook , 

while upgrading the company's Standalone Credit Profile (SCP) to bbb+' . The company also disclosed its updated credit 

rating profile across international bonds, commercial paper, and non-convertible debentures. 

PRICE-SENSITIVE TRIGGER 

Event: Fitch Ratings affirmed ONGC's issuer rating and upgraded its Standalone Credit Profile. 

Type: Credit Rating Revision 

Impact: Positive 

Immediate Effect: The affirmation of ONGC's investment-grade issuer rating along with an upgrade in its standalone 

credit profile strengthens the company's credit standing and reinforces its financial credibility in domestic and international 

debt markets. 

metrics 

Fitch Long-Term Foreign Currency IDR: BBB- (Affirmed) 

Fitch Outlook: Stable 

Standalone Credit Profile (SCP): Upgraded to bbb+ 

Moody's Foreign Currency Rating: Baa3 (Stable) 

Moody's Local Currency Rating: Baa3 (Stable) 

S&P Global Long-Term Issue Rating: BBB (Stable) 

CARE Commercial Paper Rating: CARE A1+ 

India Ratings Commercial Paper Rating: IND A1+ 

ICRA NCD Rating: [ICRA AAA (Stable) 

India Ratings NCD Rating: IND AAA (Stable) 

CARE NCD Rating: CARE AAA (Stable) 

Highlight 

Fitch affirmed ONGC's BBB-' Long-Term Issuer Default Rating with a Stable Outlook while upgrading the company's 

Standalone Credit Profile to bbb+'. 

What Happened ? 

ONGC informed the exchanges that Fitch Ratings has reaffirmed the company's investment-grade international credit 

rating while improving its Standalone Credit Profile. 

Alongside the Fitch update, the company disclosed its latest credit ratings from Moody's, S&P Global, CARE Ratings, 

ICRA, and India Ratings across various debt instruments, reflecting continued strong access to both domestic and 

international capital markets. 

https://innovacia.in/ongc-fitch-rating-affirmed-at-bbb-standalone-credit-profile-upgraded-to-bbb/
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key details 

Credit Rating Update 

Fitch Ratings affirmed ONGC's Long-Term Foreign Currency Issuer Default Rating (IDR) at BBB- 

The rating continues to carry a Stable Outlook 

Fitch upgraded ONGC's Standalone Credit Profile (SCP) to bbb+ 

Moody's continues to rate ONGC's guaranteed international bonds at Baa3 for both foreign and local currency with a 

Stable Outlook 

S&P Global maintained the company's international bond rating at BBB with a Stable Outlook 

Domestic commercial paper programmes continue to hold the highest short-term ratings of CARE A1+ and IND A1+ 

ONGC's non-convertible debentures remain rated AAA by CARE, ICRA, and India Ratings, all carrying Stable Outlooks 

Note 

The disclosure relates to a credit rating revision and does not involve any change in the company's financial results, 

capital structure, or operational performance. 

Risk Analysis 

Summary: 

The rating action is supportive of ONGC's credit profile. However, future ratings will continue to depend on the company's 

financial performance, leverage, cash generation, and broader energy market conditions. 

Key Risks: 

Long-term issuer rating remains unchanged at BBB- 

Stable Outlook indicates no immediate deterioration in credit quality is anticipated. 

Strong domestic debt ratings support financing flexibility. 

Credit ratings remain subject to periodic review by rating agencies. 

Worst Case: 

Any sustained deterioration in financial metrics, significant increase in leverage, or adverse changes in the operating 

environment could result in future rating pressure. 

Risk Level Low 

Company Commentary 

Fitch Ratings affirmed ONGC's BBB-/Stable Long-Term Issuer Rating. 

The company's Standalone Credit Profile has been upgraded to bbb+ 

ONGC submitted the revised credit rating disclosure under Regulation 30 of the SEBI (Listing Obligations and Disclosure 

Requirements) Regulations, 2015 

Updated ratings across international bonds, commercial paper, and non-convertible debentures have been placed on 

record for investors. 

Official Exchange Filing: Oil and Natural Gas Corporation Limited 
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ONGC Expands CSR Healthcare Outreach with Free Eye Camp at Amlabad in Bokaro 

https://www.jharkhandmirror.net/ongc-eye-camp-amlabad-bokaro-csr/ 

  
ONGC CBM Asset, Bokaro organised a free eye care and cataract surgery camp at Amlabad under its CSR initiative, 

benefiting hundreds of rural residents with free health services. 

  

https://www.jharkhandmirror.net/ongc-eye-camp-amlabad-bokaro-csr/
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ONGC subsidiary MRPL share price surges 13% on stellar Q1 results; swings to profit from loss 

https://www.msn.com/en-in/money/markets/ongc-subsidiary-mrpl-share-price-surges-13-on-stellar-q1-results-swings-to-

profit-from-loss/ar-AA281tko 

  
Pranati Deva  MRPL share price : Shares of Mangalore Refinery and Petrochemicals Ltd. ( MRPL ) rallied more than 

13% to an intraday high 

of  178.40 on the BSE on Thursday, July 16, after the ONGC subsidiary reported a sharp improvement in its financial 

performance for the April-June quarter (Q1 FY27). 

The PSU stock has been on a strong run in recent sessions, rising 13% over the past week and 5% over the last one 

month. On a year-to-date basis, the shares have gained 13%. 

MRPL had touched its 52-week high of  212.31 on March 6, 2026, while its 52-week low stood at  120.40, recorded on 

August 7, 2025. 

MRPL Q1 results 

MRPL reported a multi-fold sequential jump in consolidated net profit to  945.68 crore during the first quarter of FY27 , 

compared with  116.99 crore in the January-March quarter. 

In the corresponding quarter of the previous financial year (Q1 FY26), the company had reported a consolidated net loss 

of  270.66 crore. 

According to the company's regulatory filing dated July 15, the June quarter included a one-time gain of  471.76 crore, 

arising from the revision of certain petroleum product prices on supplies made during the previous period. 

Revenue from operations, including exports, climbed 46.03% quarter-on-quarter to  41,608.96 crore, compared with  

28,493.04 crore in the preceding quarter. 

On a year-on-year basis, revenue surged 98.24% from  20,988.53 crore reported in Q1 FY26. 

Exports, however, declined 30.9% sequentially to  5,012 crore from  7,252 crore in the March quarter. On a year-on-year 

basis, exports increased 5.1% from  4,767 crore recorded in the corresponding quarter last year. 

At the operating level, the Miniratna CPSE reported EBITDA of  1,860 crore during the reporting quarter. 

Compared with the year-ago period, EBITDA increased sharply to  1,317.6 crore from  179.5 crore, while EBITDA margin 

expanded to 3.44% from 1.03%. 

On a sequential basis, EBITDA increased marginally from  1,842 crore reported in Q4 FY26. Compared with the June 

quarter of FY26, EBITDA surged nearly 8 times from  218 crore. 

The company's throughput, including crude and other feedstock, increased 1.8% quarter-on-quarter and 25.85% year-

on-year to 4.43 million metric tonnes (MMT) during the quarter ended June 30, 2026. Throughput had stood at 4.35 MMT 

in the previous quarter and 3.52 MMT in the corresponding period last year. 

Operational developments during the quarter 

Apart from its financial performance, MRPL also reported several operational milestones during the June quarter. 

The company received authorisation from the Petroleum and Natural Gas Regulatory Board (PNGRB) for its aviation 

turbine fuel (ATF) pipeline connecting the Devangonthi Terminal with Kempegowda International Airport in Bengaluru. 

MRPL also commenced product loading operations at the Aegis Terminal in Mangaluru, the Hindupur depot in Andhra 

Pradesh, and the Ennore terminal in Tamil Nadu. 

https://www.msn.com/en-in/money/markets/ongc-subsidiary-mrpl-share-price-surges-13-on-stellar-q1-results-swings-to-profit-from-loss/ar-AA281tko
https://www.msn.com/en-in/money/markets/ongc-subsidiary-mrpl-share-price-surges-13-on-stellar-q1-results-swings-to-profit-from-loss/ar-AA281tko
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During the quarter, the company executed lease agreements for storage tankages at JNPA, Kakinada, and 

Krishnapatnam. 

MRPL further said it received ISCC CORSIA certification for co-processing used cooking oil under its Sustainable Aviation 

Fuel (SAF) programme during the reporting quarter. 
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Headline ONGC subsidiary MRPL share price surges 13% on stellar Q1 results; swings to profit from loss 
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ONGC subsidiary MRPL share price surges 13% on stellar Q1 results; swings to profit from loss 

https://www.livemint.com/market/stock-market-news/ongc-subsidiary-mrpl-share-price-surges-13-on-stellar-q1-results-of-

the-psu-stock-swings-to-profit-from-loss-11784189675890.html 

  
Mangalore Refinery and Petrochemicals Ltd. shares surged over 13% after a strong Q1 FY27 report, showing a profit of  

945.68 crore. 

Revenue climbed 46% quarter-on-quarter, reflecting significant operational growth despite a decline in exports. 

MRPL share price : Shares of Mangalore Refinery and Petrochemicals Ltd. ( MRPL ) rallied more than 13% to an intraday 

high of  178.40 on the BSE on Thursday, July 16, after the ONGC subsidiary reported a sharp improvement in its financial 

performance for the April-June quarter (Q1 FY27). 

The PSU stock has been on a strong run in recent sessions, rising 13% over the past week and 5% over the last one 

month. On a year-to-date basis, the shares have gained 13%. 

MRPL had touched its 52-week high of  212.31 on March 6, 2026, while its 52-week low stood at  120.40, recorded on 

August 7, 2025. 

MRPL Q1 results  MRPL reported a multi-fold sequential jump in consolidated net profit to  945.68 crore during the first 

quarter of FY27 , compared with  116.99 crore in the January-March quarter. 

In the corresponding quarter of the previous financial year (Q1 FY26), the company had reported a consolidated net loss 

of  270.66 crore. 

According to the company's regulatory filing dated July 15, the June quarter included a one-time gain of  471.76 crore, 

arising from the revision of certain petroleum product prices on supplies made during the previous period. 

Revenue from operations, including exports, climbed 46.03% quarter-on-quarter to  41,608.96 crore, compared with  

28,493.04 crore in the preceding quarter. 

On a year-on-year basis, revenue surged 98.24% from  20,988.53 crore reported in Q1 FY26. 

Exports, however, declined 30.9% sequentially to  5,012 crore from  7,252 crore in the March quarter. On a year-on-year 

basis, exports increased 5.1% from  4,767 crore recorded in the corresponding quarter last year. 

At the operating level, the Miniratna CPSE reported EBITDA of  1,860 crore during the reporting quarter. 

Compared with the year-ago period, EBITDA increased sharply to  1,317.6 crore from  179.5 crore, while EBITDA margin 

expanded to 3.44% from 1.03%. 

On a sequential basis, EBITDA increased marginally from  1,842 crore reported in Q4 FY26. Compared with the June 

quarter of FY26, EBITDA surged nearly 8 times from  218 crore. 

The company's throughput, including crude and other feedstock, increased 1.8% quarter-on-quarter and 25.85% year-

on-year to 4.43 million metric tonnes (MMT) during the quarter ended June 30, 2026. Throughput had stood at 4.35 MMT 

in the previous quarter and 3.52 MMT in the corresponding period last year. 

Operational developments during the quarter  Apart from its financial performance, MRPL also reported several 

operational milestones during the June quarter. 

The company received authorisation from the Petroleum and Natural Gas Regulatory Board (PNGRB) for its aviation 

turbine fuel (ATF) pipeline connecting the Devangonthi Terminal with Kempegowda International Airport in Bengaluru. 

MRPL also commenced product loading operations at the Aegis Terminal in Mangaluru, the Hindupur depot in Andhra 

Pradesh, and the Ennore terminal in Tamil Nadu. 

https://www.livemint.com/market/stock-market-news/ongc-subsidiary-mrpl-share-price-surges-13-on-stellar-q1-results-of-the-psu-stock-swings-to-profit-from-loss-11784189675890.html
https://www.livemint.com/market/stock-market-news/ongc-subsidiary-mrpl-share-price-surges-13-on-stellar-q1-results-of-the-psu-stock-swings-to-profit-from-loss-11784189675890.html
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During the quarter, the company executed lease agreements for storage tankages at JNPA, Kakinada, and 

Krishnapatnam. 

MRPL further said it received ISCC CORSIA certification for co-processing used cooking oil under its Sustainable Aviation 

Fuel (SAF) programme during the reporting quarter. 
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ONGC Holds Free Eye Care Camp at Amlabad Under CSR Initiative 

https://www.theresearchers.us/2026/07/16/ongc-eye-camp-amlabad-bokaro-csr/ 

  
Bokaro: ONGC CBM Asset, Bokaro, organized a free eye check-up and cataract surgery camp at the Amlabad Panchayat 

Secretariat on Wednesday under its Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) programme. 

The initiative, conducted in collaboration with Anugrah Drishtidan, Delhi , and Agarwal Laser and Implant Centre, Bokaro 

, benefited hundreds of villagers through free health screenings and treatment. 

The camp provided eye examinations, blood pressure and blood sugar tests, medicines and spectacles. Patients 

diagnosed with cataracts were referred for free surgeries. The programme aimed to improve access to quality eye care 

and promote health awareness among economically weaker rural communities. 

ONGC will organize similar camps at the Community Hall, Paduwa Bhava Mela, on July 18 , and at the Shaheed 

Shaktinath Mahto Memorial, Kultand , on July 19 

Police Officials Inspect CSR Initiatives 

Amlabad Police Station Officer-in-Charge Kaushalendra Kumar and Chandankiyari Police Station Officer-in-Charge Amit 

Rai visited the camp, interacted with beneficiaries and appreciated ONGC's CSR efforts. They later inspected various 

development projects executed by ONGC in Amlabad. 

During the visit, Kaushalendra Kumar lauded ONGC's contribution in the fields of education, healthcare and 

environmental conservation. He particularly appreciated the construction of toilets in government schools, stating that the 

initiative would improve student attendance and help reduce dropout rates among girl students. 

Senior ONGC officials, including Dayanand Kalundia (Head-HR), Anita Yadav (Asset Support Manager), Dolly Kumari 

(CSR In-charge), Vikas Chandra Singh (Head-Well Services), Ajay Kumar Das Abhinav Kumar Anokhelal Ashish Yadav 

, and Dr. Shashank Shekhar , were present. Amlabad Mukhiya Ajay Rajwar and social worker Prithvi Singh also attended 

the programme. 
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OMCs tout a lot of benefits from a cylinder switch 

https://energy.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/oil-and-gas/omcs-tout-a-lot-of-benefits-from-a-cylinder-

switch/132451050 

  
The LOT systems, industry executives said, leave virtually no residual gas unlike VOT cylinders, offering better efficiency 

and significant cost savings at a time when geopolitical risks are raising supply concerns. 

Scaled across the 4 million commercial cylinders consumed daily, this translates into roughly 4,000 tonnes of LPG wasted 

every day, or 1.46 million tonnes a year, equivalent to about 16 days of LPG consumption by commercial and industrial 

customers. India's oil marketing companies ( OMCs ) are stepping up efforts to encourage a shift among their 4 million 

daily commercial and industrial LPG cylinder users to cylinders that dispense fuel in liquid form instead of gas. While 

liquid off-take (LOT) cylinders have been part of OMCs' product portfolios for nearly two decades, customers have largely 

continued using conventional vapour off-take (VOT) cylinders. 

Advt A senior OMC official said the companies are now prioritising the supply of LOT cylinders to commercial and 

industrial customers. The LOT systems, industry executives said, leave virtually no residual gas unlike VOT cylinders, 

offering better efficiency and significant cost savings at a time when geopolitical risks are raising supply concerns. 

Pune Gas Systems, a 40-year-old OMC-empanelled LPG solutions provider, recently wrote to petroleum and natural gas 

minister Hardeep Singh Puri, saying that shifting industrial and commercial users from VOT to LOT cylinders could save 

the country around 21,900 crore, or 1.46 million tonnes of gas, annually. ET has seen a copy of the letter. 

Every conventional 19-kg VOT cylinder leaves behind about 1 kg of unusable gas, residue that goes to waste for the 

consumer. Scaled across the 4 million commercial cylinders consumed daily, this translates into roughly 4,000 tonnes of 

LPG wasted every day, or 1.46 million tonnes a year, equivalent to about 16 days of LPG consumption by commercial 

and industrial customers. OMCs have been offering the 47.5 kg LOT cylinder since 2007, but for some reason, it was 

never promoted actively, despite its clear edge in efficiency and safety, Pune Gas executive director Jesal Sampat told 

ET. 

As we have started deploying it with the help of OMCs now, it's gaining real traction with our customers, as we have now 

rolled it out across more than 1,000 businesses nationwide, he said. 

Advt The senior OMC official cited earlier said LOT cylinders had always been part of the company's product portfolio. 
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Nation's maiden Hydrogen train: With no smoke, zero carbon emissions, India set to join elite group 

https://ianslive.in/nations-maiden-hydrogen-train-with-no-smoke-and-zero-carbon-emission-india-set-to-join-elite-group--

20260716130603 

  
New Delhi, July 16 (IANS) India's first hydrogen train is set to be flagged off by Prime Minister Narendra Modi from 

Haryana's Jind on July 17, making it one of the historic moments while signalling a turning point in the nation's train 

mobility and also giving a big push towards clean transportation. 

AI future report 

The state-of-the-art Hydrogen train boasts numerous advantages, including many firsts -- the absence of smoke and zero 

carbon emissions, operating on clean hydrogen fuel, with water vapour as its sole byproduct emission. These unique 

selling points have positioned it as a significant topic of discussion nationally before its official launch. 

The Hydrogen-powered train connecting Jind and Sonipat in Haryana is a pilot project, set to begin an exciting chapter 

in the nation's green energy transition journey, while powering a new era in train journeys. 

The Hydrogen train, equipped with ten coaches, is powered by a 1200 kW hydrogen fuel cell propulsion system and 

emits only water vapour, making it a clean, green and sustainable alternative. With 3200 horsepower, it is the world's 

most powerful hydrogen train. 

Time & Calendars 

With the launch of the maiden Hydrogen train, India is set to take a quantum leap in achieving cleaner and greener train 

journeys while advancing environmentally sustainable transportation and zero-carbon emission goals. 

The train will also be a significant addition to the Aatmanirbhar Bharat Mission as it has been indigenously designed and 

developed, and backed by indigenous hydrogen storage and refuelling infrastructure at Jind. 

Union Minister for Petroleum and Natural Gas Hardeep Singh Puri, taking note of the key milestone in Railways' journey, 

said that with this landmark, India joins an elite group of nations, including Germany, Japan, China and the United States, 

exploring hydrogen fuel cell technology for sustainable rail operations. 

PM Modi news 

India's inaugural Hydrogen train has the capacity to accommodate 2,600 passengers. As it commences its journey from 

Jind on Friday, it is set to transform the operations of Indian Railways, enhance the travel experience for passengers, 

and further the vision of Viksit Bharat'. 
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Russia Seeks More Fuel From India As Ukraine Attacks Refineries: Report 

https://www.ndtv.com/world-news/russia-ukraine-war-moscow-seeks-more-fuel-from-india-as-ukraine-attacks-refineries-

report-11778056 

  
India is the biggest buyer of Russian seaborne crude oil, making Moscow's bid to secure Indian gasoline an unusual 

reversal in the countries' energy trade relationship. 

Russia is witnessing its worst gasoline crisis. 

Russian energy firms have sought more gasoline from Indian refiners after Ukraine's strikes, as per Reuters 

India is Russia's largest buyer of seaborne crude, highlighting an unusual gasoline trade reversal 

At least one Indian gasoline cargo has already reached Russia via ship-to-ship transfer 

New Delhi: 

Top Russian energy companies have approached Indian refiners for more gasoline after Ukrainian strikes knocked out 

a significant portion of Russia's refining capacity, two sources familiar with the matter told Reuters on Wednesday. 

India is the biggest buyer of Russian seaborne crude oil, making Moscow's bid to secure Indian gasoline an unusual 

reversal in the countries' energy trade relationship, highlighting the extent of the disruption caused by the Ukrainian 

attacks. Moscow is witnessing its worst gasoline crisis. 

At least one cargo of Indian gasoline has already sailed to Russia, and more are expected, with nearly 40% of Russia's 

refining capacity unlikely to return for at least two months if there are no further attacks, one of the sources with knowledge 

of the matter said. 

Rosneft, Gazprom Neft and Lukoil are among the companies that have contacted Indian counterparts, including private 

and state-run refiners, the source said, adding that any supplies would be routed through traders if deals are agreed. 

Sources at three Indian state refiners said Russian companies had approached them for more gasoline but that they 

have no surplus volumes to export. They and the other two sources spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss 

sensitive matters. 

Major Indian state refiners, including Indian Oil Corp, Bharat Petroleum Corp and Hindustan Petroleum Corp, the three 

Russian oil companies, and Russia's energy ministry did not respond to Reuters emails seeking comment. 

Indian Oil Minister Hardeep Singh Puri said earlier this month that Indian companies were not selling fuel to Russia, but 

it was possible that Russia purchased Indian-origin fuel from traders. 

SHIP-TO-SHIP TRANSFERS 

One of the sources familiar with the matter said any further supplies from India could reach Russia through ship-to-ship 

transfers. Russia would seek supplies of diesel if Ukrainian attacks knocked out further refining capacity, though there 

were enough supplies of the fuel for now, the source added. 

Reuters reported early this month that traders have sold gasoline produced by Indian refiner Nayara Energy, partly owned 

by Rosneft, to Russia. 

Tanker Agni loaded with 42,000 metric tons of gasoline from Nayara's Vadinar port between June 18 and 20, did a ship-

to-ship transfer of the cargo onto the vessel Garnet at Damietta Light near Egypt between July 6 and 7, Kpler said in a 

note citing satellite imagery. Garnet is expected to reach Vitino in Russia around July 26, the ship tracking agency said. 

Shipping sources said another tanker, Varg, loaded with gasoline from Nayara's Vadinar port, was bound for Suez, where 

the cargo is expected to be transferred to another vessel off Egypt for onward shipment to Russia. 

Nayara told Reuters it "has neither sold nor has any plans to sell fuel to Russian companies". 

https://www.ndtv.com/world-news/russia-ukraine-war-moscow-seeks-more-fuel-from-india-as-ukraine-attacks-refineries-report-11778056
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"Nayara Energy remains committed to serving the Indian market and meeting the demand for fuels across the length and 

breadth of India," it said in response to questions from Reuters. 

"As the country's largest private sector fuel retailer, our only priority is to ensure optimum supplies to over 7,000 stations 

and other channels including bulk customers." 

Got a followup question on this article? Go on 

Why are Russian companies asking India for gasoline? 

How does the gasoline get from India to Russia? 

Are Indian refiners willing to sell gasoline to Russia? 
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Staterun oil marketing companies have kept petrol and diesel prices unchanged on July 17, as fuel rates remain at the 

levels set after the lateMay hike. 

This means motorists across major metros are paying the same prices as in recent weeks, even as global crude markets 

stay volatile. 

Indian Oil, Bharat Petroleum and Hindustan Petroleum continue to follow the daily dynamic pricing system, under which 

pump rates can be adjusted every morning based on global crude prices and currency movements. 

Last week, Oil Minister Hardeep Singh Puri suggested that reducing local fuel costs is not an option at this time. Even 

Bank of America noted that petrol and diesel prices are unlikely to see an immediate cut even as India's retail inflation 

has climbed above the Reserve Bank of India's 4% target for the first time in 17 months. 

Fuel prices in the nation have escalated four times over the last four months amid the Iran war, increasing by about Rs 

7.5-8 per litre during the period. 

However, India has increased windfall taxes on exports of diesel and aviation turbine fuel (ATF) and lowered the levy on 

petrol exports, reflecting the recent rebound in global crude oil prices. The revised duties, announced through a Finance 

Ministry notification, will take effect from July 16. 

Export duty on diesel has been raised to Rs 15.5 per litre from Rs 8.5 per litre, while the levy on ATF exports has been 

increased to Rs 14.5 per litre from Rs 7.5 per litre. The duty on petrol exports, however, has been reduced to Rs 2.5 per 

litre from Rs 4 per litre. 

Oil prices headed for their strongest weekly gain since April on Friday, as the escalating conflict between the US and Iran 

heightened fears of supply disruptions across some of the world's most critical energy shipping routes. 

Brent crude traded near $85 a barrel, putting the global benchmark on course for a weekly gain of almost 12%, while 

West Texas Intermediate (WTI) climbed above $79 a barrel. 

The latest gains came after the US launched another round of attacks on Iran on Thursday, a day after strikes reportedly 

hit an oil tanker near the country's main export terminal. 

Adding to market jitters, Reuters reported that Tehran had instructed Yemen's Houthi rebels to close the Bab el-Mandeb 

Straita crucial gateway to the Red Sea for Saudi Arabia's oil exportsif Iranian power infrastructure comes under attack. 

While international crude rates are the biggest factor for fuel prices in India, they aren't the only ones. Taxes, freight 

costs, refining margins, and the rupee-dollar exchange rate also play a key role in determining what you pay at the pump. 

The Centre recently revised export duties on petroleum products. The change, however, does not impact retail fuel prices 

in India. 
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PM Modi to flag off India’s first hydrogen-powered train from Haryana’s Jind on July 17 
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi will flag off India's first indigenous hydrogen-powered train on the Jind-Sonipat route in 

Haryana. The zero-emission, 10-coach train marks a historic shift toward sustainable, green mass transit for Indian 

Railways 

New Delhi: India's first hydrogen train is set to be flagged off by Prime Minister Narendra Modi from Haryana's Jind on 

July 17, making it one of the historic moments while signalling a turning point in the nation's train mobility and also giving 

a big push towards clean transportation. 

The state-of-the-art Hydrogen train boasts numerous advantages, including many firsts  the absence of smoke and zero 

carbon emissions, operating on clean hydrogen fuel, with water vapour as its sole byproduct emission. These unique 

selling points have positioned it as a significant topic of discussion nationally before its official launch. 

The Hydrogen-powered train connecting Jind and Sonipat in Haryana is a pilot project, set to begin an exciting chapter 

in the nation's green energy transition journey, while powering a new era in train journeys. 

The Hydrogen train, equipped with ten coaches, is powered by a 1200 kW hydrogen fuel cell propulsion system and 

emits only water vapour, making it a clean, green and sustainable alternative. With 3200 horsepower, it is the world's 

most powerful hydrogen train. 

With the launch of the maiden Hydrogen train, India is set to take a quantum leap in achieving cleaner and greener train 

journeys while advancing environmentally sustainable transportation and zero-carbon emission goals. 

The train will also be a significant addition to the Aatmanirbhar Bharat Mission as it has been indigenously designed and 

developed, and backed by indigenous hydrogen storage and refuelling infrastructure at Jind. 

Union Minister for Petroleum and Natural Gas Hardeep Singh Puri, taking note of the key milestone in Railways' journey, 

said that with this landmark, India joins an elite group of nations, including Germany, Japan, China and the United States, 

exploring hydrogen fuel cell technology for sustainable rail operations. 

India's inaugural Hydrogen train has the capacity to accommodate 2,600 passengers. As it commences its journey from 

Jind on Friday, it is set to transform the operations of Indian Railways, enhance the travel experience for passengers, 

and further the vision of Viksit Bharat'. 
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Hurdles before Assam-Nagaland border oil exploration | Explained 
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explained/article71228472.ece 

  
Extremist and traditional tribe-based organisations in Nagaland do not want oil majors to resume oil exploration and 

extraction until the interstate border dispute and the Indo-Naga political issue are resolved 

The story so far: A tripartite agreement among the Central, Assam, and Nagaland governments on June 11 to resume 

oil and gas exploration along the disputed 512-km border between the two States has elicited sharp reactions. Extremist 

organisations in a ceasefire agreement and traditional tribe-based organisations said New Delhi should first ensure an 

honourable settlement of the Indo-Naga political issue and resolve the boundary issue before giving shape to the 

agreement. 

What is the tripartite agreement about? 

Petroleum experts believe Nagaland, estimated to have 600 million tonnes of oil and natural gas reserves, has the 

potential to increase Indias onshore oil production by 75%. Exploration in the State, particularly along its resource-rich 

border with Assam, was halted in the 1990s due to extremism and opposition from local organisations. 

On June 11, a tripartite agreement was inked to resume oil and gas exploration along the 512-km border shared by the 

two States. Petroleum Minister Hardeep Singh Puri thanked Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma and his 

Nagaland counterpart Neiphiu Rio for rising above differences to chart the way forward for the region and the country. It 

was a reference to the bitter, decades-old border dispute between the two States and an acknowledgement that exploring 

oil and gas in about 1,000 sq. km (Oil India Limited said it has an exploration acreage of 3,000 sq. km in Nagaland) of 

the Disputed Area Belt (DAB) along the Assam-Nagaland border was crucial for India to reduce imports. 

The country imports crude oil and natural gas to meet more than 88% and 50% of its domestic requirements, respectively. 

Underlining the importance of the DAB, Mr. Puri said oil and gas production in Nagaland after 31 years would power the 

next chapter of Indias energy journey from the northeast, which gave birth to the oil industry in the country. 

He also said Nagalands significant hydrocarbon potential in the Naga-Schuppen Belt of the Assam-Arakan Basin would 

augment production in Assam, which accounts for nearly 22% of Indias crude oil reserves and about 15% of the countrys 

natural gas reserves. Nagaland-based organisations, however, do not share his optimism. 

Why are these organisations opposed to exploration? 

One of the first to react to the tripartite agreement was the Working Committee of the Naga National Political Groups 

(WC-NNPGs), a conglomerate of seven extremist outfits that signed the Agreed Position with the Centre in November 

2017. The conglomerate said the Agreed Position was intended to pave the way for a permanent settlement of the Indo-

Naga political issue. 

It reminded the Centre of a clause in the Agreed Position, which says that the Nagaland Tatar Hoho (Members of National 

Parliament) will legislate on the ownership and transfer of land and its resources, including mines, minerals, oil and 

natural gas, while the governments of India and Nagaland will jointly handle radioactive elements, which have national 

security relevance and implications. 

This implies a post-solution Nagaland government, and unless the Indo-Naga political settlement is officially signed 

across the table, any attempt to explore natural resources in Naga areas anywhere is illegal and against the agreed 

principles, the WC-NNPGs said. 

On the other hand, organisations of the Lotha and Konyak Nagas focused on the border dispute and sought clarity on 

the DAB and other border issues to safeguard Nagalands territorial integrity. The Konyak Union also urged the 

government to address the concerns, respect the rights, and take the consent of the landowners before finalising the 

decision on exploration to ensure a fair, transparent, and acceptable outcome for all stakeholders. 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/hurdles-before-assam-nagaland-border-oil-exploration-explained/article71228472.ece
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Various organisations, including the Nagaland Tribes Council, reacted similarly in April 2023 when Mr. Sarma and Mr. 

Rio agreed in principle to facilitate oil and gas exploration along the disputed interstate border. 

What is the Indo-Naga political issue? 

It refers to the Centres peace process with Naga extremist groups in Nagaland and Naga-inhabited areas in other 

northeastern States, primarily Manipur. Naga nationalism, stoked when the British rulers made the Naga Hills a part of 

Assam in 1866, took a formal shape in 1929 when the Naga Club submitted a memorandum to the Simon Commission, 

demanding that the Nagas should be allowed to determine their own future. 

In June 1947, the Governor of Assam signed the Nine-Point Agreement with the Naga National Council (NNC), a 

foundational political organisation formed to unite Naga tribes and advocate for Naga independence. The agreement 

granted the Naga Hills region judicial, executive, and legislative autonomy, but with a contested clause requiring 

renegotiation or extension after ten years. 

While the NNC interpreted this as an implied path to sovereignty, New Delhi viewed it as a routine renegotiation within 

the Indian Union. Demanding complete sovereignty, the NNC launched an armed movement in the 1950s. The Indian 

government responded by enacting the Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act, 1958, to contain insurgency. 

In 1960, New Delhi signed the Sixteen-Point Agreement with Naga moderates, leading to the creation of Nagaland as a 

full-fledged State within the Indian Union in December 1963. This agreement, however, failed to check the separatist 

movement. 

The Centre signed another agreement, the 1975 Shillong Accord, with the NNC, but a faction rejected it and formed the 

National Socialist Council of Nagaland (NSCN) in January 1980. 

It split into the NSCN (I-M) led by Isak Chishi Swu and the Manipur-born Thuingaleng Muivah, and the NSCN (K) led by 

the Myanmar-based S.S. Khaplang. The latter broke up into several groups, mostly headed by Nagaland-based Nagas. 

The NSCN (I-M) declared a truce with the Indian armed forces in July 1997 and signed the Framework Agreement in 

August 2015. The NSCN (K) declared a ceasefire in April 2001 but abrogated it unilaterally in March 2015. Its breakaway 

factions signed the Agreed Position. Both the Framework Agreement and the Agreed Position await a final settlement. 

What caused the Assam-Nagaland border dispute? 

Insurgency in Nagaland sustained the border dispute that stems from colonial-era demarcation in November 1925, based 

on which Nagaland was carved out of Assam as Indias 16th State on December 1, 1963. 

Assam stood by the 1925-defined border, but Nagaland claimed historically Naga territories had been arbitrarily 

transferred to Assam. The disagreement triggered the border clashes in 1965 and six times thereafterthe last incident 

was in 2015claiming at least 157 lives. 

According to the Assam government, Nagaland has encroached upon 59,490 hectares of its land in Golaghat, Jorhat, 

Karbi Anglong, and Sivasagar districts. To resolve this dispute, the Centre constituted the K.V.K. Sundaram Committee 

in 1971 to recommend solutions to the border dispute. 

This resulted in four interim agreements to maintain the status quo along the border and the deployment of the Central 

Reserve Police Force in 1979 as a neutral entity in the buffer zone between the two States. That year, the border was 

divided into six sectorsA, B, C, D, E, and Ffor administrative purposes. 

Another Committee headed by B.C. Mathur (later by S.K. Shastri) was formed in 1985 to examine the border conflict, but 

Nagaland rejected its report in 1987 for an alleged pro-Assam tilt. Assam partially resolved its border disputes with 

Meghalaya and Arunachal Pradesh through agreements in March 2022 and April 2023, respectively; the complicated 

dispute with Nagaland awaits resolution. 

Why was oil exploration in Nagaland stopped? 

In 1973, the Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) acquired an exploration license from the Petroleum Ministry to 

explore oil and natural gas in the community-owned Changpang and Tssori areas of Nagalands Wokha district. The 

ONGC allegedly extracted more than the permitted volume of crude oil and natural gas per day without informing the 

community or the landowners. 
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Reports said that the exploration major extracted 1.04 million tonnes of oil from March 1991 to May 1994. Following 

protests from Naga individuals and organisations, the Nagaland government in May 1994 withdrew the exploration permit 

granted to the ONGC. 

Between 2006 and 2007, the Centre again allotted oil blocks in Nagaland to the ONGC, which could not proceed due to 

community opposition. In 2009, the Nagaland government suspended all oil-related activities and annulled previous 

exploration and mining leases. 

It formed a Cabinet Sub Committee to work out modalities to govern oil and natural gas exploration, but complications 

arose due to the Oil Fields Regulation and Development Act, 1948, and the Petroleum and Natural Gas Rules, 1959, 

which authorised the Centre to develop and regulate hydrocarbon reserves across the country and made the States 

holding the reserve eligible for a royalty decided by the Centre. 

Although Article 371A of the Constitution of India guarantees that no Central law on land and its resources applies to 

Nagaland unless the Assembly ratifies it, the Nagaland government passed a resolution in July 2010, which allowed it to 

develop petroleum reserves in the State, acquire mineral-bearing areas, set land compensation rates and landowners 

share in the royalty, and issue environmental and forest clearance to projects. 

In 2012, the government introduced the Nagaland Petroleum and Natural Gas (NPNG) Regulations. A section of Nagas 

opposed the NPNG for its poor benefit-sharing mechanism. 

More than a decade later, the Nagaland government pursued the idea of resuming oil exploration to boost its economy, 

recover lost royalties, and support national energy security. The State government estimated its annual loss at more than 

1,825 crore in oil royalties due to the non-operation of the oilfields. It signed the tripartite agreement to improve the State 

finances.s 
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At D.P. Motors, a Royal Enfield authorised service centre tucked inside Delhi's Zamrudpur village, Sunil Kumar, a 

mechanic, says the pattern became impossible to ignore soon after E20 petrol was rolled out nationwide in April 2025. 

Listen to this article: 

New Delhi: Every day, millions of Indians turn a key, press a starter and expect their vehicles to do one simple thing: 

move. 

For many owners of older vehicles that expectation has quietly become uncertain. Motorcycles refuse to start on cold 

mornings, cars are losing power without warning while the fuel economy shrinks. 

Sunil Kumar stands outside D.P. Motors, a Royal Enfield authorised service centre in Zamrudpur Village, New Delhi, 

where he says he has seen a rise in fuel-related vehicle complaints following the rollout of E20 petrol. Photo: Saloni 

Sharma. 

Mechanics report clogged injectors, corroded fuel lines and cracked rubber components with a frequency they say had 

never seen before. These failures rarely make headlines. They arrive one vehicle at a time and become patterns in 

workshops scattered across the country. 

At D.P. Motors, a Royal Enfield authorised service centre tucked inside Delhi's Zamrudpur village, Sunil Kumar, a 

mechanic, says the pattern became impossible to ignore soon after E20 petrol was rolled out nationwide in April 2025. 

Customers began arriving with rough idling, hard starts, engine misfires in motorcycles barely three or four years old. 

Mechanic Sunil Kumar displays fuel drained from a customer's motorcycle at his workshop in Zamrudpur Village, New 

Delhi. Photo: Saloni Sharma. 

One afternoon, he drained the fuel tank of a customer's motorcycle into a plastic bottle. The fuel separated almost 

immediately. A pale layer of petrol floated above water and a dark black residue had settled at the bottom. Holding up 

the bottle to the light, Kumar pointed to the sludge. 

This is what's going into the engine, he said. When the vehicle breaks down, customers blame the mechanic. But the 

problem isn't our work. It's the fuel. 

That bottle tells a story that India's ethanol transition often does not. On paper, the country's ethanol blending programme 

has been one of its most ambitious reforms. By increasing the proportion of domestically produced ethanol in petrol, the 

government hopes to reduce the crude oil imports, lower carbon emissions and support the sugarcane farmers. 

E20 (petrol blended with 20% ethanol) was projected as a crucial milestone in that journey. Barely a year after completing 

its nationwide rollout, the government has shifted its attention to the next destination. 

In June 2026, Union minister Hardeep Singh Puri launched E85 fuel at an Indian Oil retail outlet in New Delhi. The rollout 

commences across 48 Public Sector Oil Marketing Companies (OMCs) retail outlets (ROs) in the country, enabling flex-

fuel vehicle users to access this cleaner fuel. The initiative is slated for nationwide expansion. 

 

The same would be scaled up to 500 ROs by December 2026 and about 5000 ROs by December 2027 . But as India 

prepares for the next phase of its ethanol transition, an uncomfortable question remains: What happens to the millions of 

vehicles still struggling with E20? Have they simply been left to catch up on their own? 
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https://thewire.in/energy/problem-isnt-our-work-its-the-fuel-mechanics-complain-of-clogged-injectors-corroded-fuel-lines-due-to-e20


 

Page 56 of 57. 

The government acknowledges that the transition is not without costs. In a detailed Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) 

document issued by the Press Information Bureau (PIB), it notes that ethanol-blended petrol has lower energy content 

than conventional petrol, resulting in some reduction in fuel economy, and recognises that older vehicles may experience 

compatibility issues, including deterioration of rubber and plastic components not designed for higher ethanol blends. 

However, it argues that these trade-offs are outweighed by the programme's broader benefits, including reduced 

dependence on imported crude oil, improved energy security, lower greenhouse gas emissions and additional income 

for farmers. 

The government also points to significant savings in foreign exchange and relatively stable domestic fuel prices despite 

global crude oil volatility, maintaining that routine servicing and the gradual transition to E20-compatible vehicles will 

minimise the impact on consumers 

Sikander Ali with his motorcycle in New Delhi. He says its mileage has declined since the rollout of E20 petrol. Photo: 

Saloni Sharma. 

But for Sikander Ali, a mechanic and a part-time rider on ride-hailing platform Rapido, the consequences of that transition 

are measured not in policy targets or ethanol percentages, but in the kilometres his motorcycle can no longer travel. 

Every evening, after spending hours repairing other people's vehicles, he straps on his helmet and logs into the Rapido 

app. Every ride means another chance to earn enough to support his family. His Hero Splendor is more than a motorcycle, 

it is his livelihood and often the difference between making enough for the day or returning home short. 

Earlier, a litre of fuel carried him nearly 14 kilometres. Today, it barely manages seven or eight, he said. 

Every extra litre he buys eats into what he earns. What troubles him even more is that the complaints are no longer his 

alone. Customers arrive at the workshop describing the same problems: vehicles that consume more fuel than they used 

to, engines that feel sluggish and repair bills that seem to appear continuously. As a mechanic, he hears their frustrations 

every day; as a rider, he lives them. 

In August 2025, just months after E20 became available across the country, LocalCircles surveyed more than 37,000 

vehicle owners across 331 districts. Nearly two out of every three owners of pre-2022 vehicles reported a decline in fuel 

efficiency, while 28% said they had noticed unusual wear and tear in engines, fuel tanks, carburettors and fuel lines. 

By October, a follow up survey covering over 36,000 respondents across 323 districts showed the concerns had 

intensified. Nearly eight in ten owners of older vehicles reported lower mileage and the share reporting abnormal wear 

had risen to 52%. 

Even after E20 had been in widespread use for over a year, a May 2026 survey of more than 50,000 respondents found 

that half of owners of old vehicles continued to experience reduced fuel efficiency, with one in four reporting mileage 

losses exceeding 20%. 

The government's estimates, however, differ sharply from consumer surveys. The Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas 

has consistently estimated a mileage reduction of between 3-5% , arguing that routine servicing is sufficient to manage 

the transition 

Naveen Monga and Yuvraj Kundwar at an auto repair shop in New Delhi. Photo: Saloni Sharma. 

A few kilometres from Kumar's workshop, mechanics Naveen Monga and Yuvraj Kundwar were repairing a Honda Activa 

that had stopped working without warning. After dismantling the scooter, they traced the problem to a damaged wire 

harness. It was not the first time they have encountered such a fault. They say similar repairs have become increasingly 

common in older two-wheelers since the rollout of E20. 

Unlike conventional petrol, ethanol readily absorbs moisture from the atmosphere. Over time, particularly in vehicles that 

remain parked for long periods, water can separate inside the fuel tank, accelerating corrosion and affecting components 

that were originally designed for lower ethanol blends. 

Automobile manufacturers have acknowledged some of these limitations. Jeep cautions against using ethanol blends 

above 10%, warning of engine malfunction and material degradation, while TVS Motor has stated that older vehicles may 

require modifications before safely operating on E20. 

Industry estimates cited by Business Standard suggest that nearly 80% of vehicles currently on Indian roads were 

originally engineered for E5 or E10 petrol. Yet when E20 became the default fuel at petrol pumps nationwide, millions of 
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owners found themselves adapting to a new fuel without a corresponding transition plan for the vehicles they already 

owned. 

That gap has quietly created an economy of its own. 

At an auto-parts shop in Lajpat Nagar, bottles of Liqui Moly's E20 additive now line the shelves alongside engine cleaners 

and lubricants. Costing around Rs 800 a bottle per fuel tank and marketed as a way to compensate for performance 

losses associated with ethanol-blended fuel, the additive promises to restore what many drivers believe they have lost. 

It is an unusual sight: a product designed not to improve an engine, but to help it cope with a fuel that has already become 

unavoidable. 

Liqui Moly E20 fuel additive displayed at an auto parts shop in New Delhi. Photo: Saloni Sharma. 

Perhaps that is the most revealing consequence of the transition. Long before many consumers understood what E20 

meant for their vehicles, a market had already emerged to help them live with it. 

The government's case for ethanol blending rests on a compelling national interest: reducing dependence on imported 

crude oil while strengthening India's energy security. Yet the sustainability debate does not end at the fuel pump. Much 

of India's ethanol continues to be derived from sugarcane, rice and maize which are among the country's most water 

intensive crops. 

NITI Aayog's Roadmap for Ethanol Blending in India 2020-2025 notes that scaling up ethanol production will require 

greater feedstock diversification and careful management of water resources to ensure long term sustainability . That 

caution appears increasingly relevant as India's ethanol ambitions expand. 

Producing a kilogram of rice, for instance, requires roughly 4,000 litres of irrigation water , while sugarcane cultivation 

has long been associated with ground water depletion in several states . The transition, therefore, is not simply a choice 

between fossil fuels and biofuels, but a balancing act between two national priorities- energy security and water security. 

While India has pursued ethanol blending for over two decades, its most ambitious phase has unfolded in rapid 

succession. Brazil spent nearly three decades building an ecosystem in which fuel technology, vehicles, infrastructure 

and consumers evolved together 

India, too, has steadily expanded its ethanol programme as clarified by government in the recent FAQ published by PIB, 

but the rapid move from E20 to E85 has raised questions about whether the supporting ecosystem has kept pace. 

Government's position is that they are necessary trade offs in pursuit of energy security but the experiences of mechanics, 

vehicle owners and consumers documented in this story suggest those trade-offs are proving far more uneven than 

anticipated. 

Farmers, vehicle owners and gig workers are being asked to shoulder the costs of a transition they had little say in and 

little time to prepare for. For now, that story is still being written in repair workshops, at fuel stations and in the lives of 

those navigating India's ethanol transition. 

Saloni Sharma is an independent journalist and multimedia storyteller reporting on public policy, environment and social 

justice. 

This article went live on July sixteenth, two thousand twenty six, at forty-eight minutes past four in the afternoon. 

The Wire is now on WhatsApp. Follow our channel for sharp analysis and opinions on the latest developments. 

 


