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ओएनजीसी ने डोईवाला के ववद्यालयोों को विए आरओ और वॉटर कूल 

https://abitfar.com/ongc-provided-ro-water-purifiers-and-water-coolers-to-schools-in-doiwala/ 

  

िेहरािून(डोईवाला), सामावजक सरोकार को लेकर िेश की महारत्न कों पनी ओएनजीसी वशक्षा के के्षत्र में लगातार कायय कर रही है, इसी पररपेेेक्ष 

में ववधानसभा डोईवाला के्षत्र में ववद्यावथययोों की सुववधा और स्वास्थ्य को ध्यान में रखते हुए ओएनजीसी की ओर से वनगवमत सामावजक िावयत्व 

(सीएसआर) के तहत आरओ एवों वॉटर कूलर ववतरण काययक्रम आयोवजत वकया गया। ग्रामीण ववकास सहयोग सवमवत के माध्यम से सोंचावलत इस 

पहल के अोंतगयत के्षत्र के ववद्यालयोों को पेयजल सुववधा उपलब्ध कराई गई। 

डोईवाला ववधानसभा के्षत्र के अोंतगयत राजकीय पूवय माध्यवमक ववद्यालय, कोठारी मोहल्ला, जौलीग्राोंट में आयोवजत काययक्रम में ववधायक बृज भूषण 

गैरोला की मौजूिगी में 14 ववद्यालयोों के प्रधानाचायो को आरओ एवों वॉटर कूलर प्रिान वकए गए। इस मौके पर ववधायक गैरोला ने ओएनजीसी 

की इस पहल को वशक्षा सोंस्थानोों में बुवनयािी सुववधाओों के सुदृढीकरण की विशा में महत्वपूणय किम बताया। 

इस अवसर पर डोईवाला नगर पावलका अध्यक्ष नरेन्द्र नेगी, व्यापार मोंडल अध्यक्ष सीबी लखेडा, सोंस्था के अध्यक्ष वजतेन्द्र वसमल्टी, ओएनजीवसयन 

एल. एम. लखेडा, ववद्यालयोों के प्रधानाचायय व वशक्षकगण तथा के्षत्र के पाषयि राकेश डोभाल, राजेश भट्ट, ईश्वर रौथाण और ववनीत मनवाल उपस्थस्थत 

रहे। 
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Caribbean crisis: US actions in Venezuela threaten India's economy 

https://www.business-standard.com/opinion/editorial/caribbean-crisis-us-actions-in-venezuela-threaten-india-s-economy-

125122301252_1.html 

  
The Trump administrations blockade and seizure of sanctioned oil tankers linked to Venezuela in international waters 

represent a new low in the United States (US) foreign policy and raise fresh questions on the principles and ethics of 

Washingtons recent global leadership. Done without the US Congress approval, these actions raise fears of all-out war. 

The US earlier this month seized two tankers and is pursuing a third, claiming all three were linked to a dark or shadow 

fleet used by Venezuela, Iran, and Russia to avoid Western sanctions and ship oil mainly to China but also to India. 

Raising doubts about the veracity of the administrations motives, at least one of the seized vehicles does not appear on 

the list of official sanctions. Mr Trumps declaration that oil from the captured tankers could be sold or added to US 

strategic reserves adds an element of amorality to US actions. 

These seizures follow similar interdictions by France and Estonia on the Russian dark fleet in neutral waters. But with 

Russia demonstrating that it is willing to provide military protection for its shadow fleet, and China, the major oil buyer 

from these countries, describing US seizures as a serious violation of international law, the potential for a global conflict 

has never looked closer. The US has also conducted strikes on boats that it claims were used by drug traffickers. In both 

his terms, Mr Trump has made no secret of his aversion for the ultra-left leaning Nicols Maduro and desire for a regime 

change in Caracas. A clumsy attempt to do so in 2020 failed. Though Mr Maduro can by no means be described as a 

model of governance or a beacon of genuine democracy, sanctions on Venezuelan oil, the countrys principal foreign-

exchange earner, have crippled the economy for the past decade. Mr Trumps claim that Mr Maduro is emptying his 

prisons and illegally flooding the US with criminal elements and that the country is a major source of drug trafficking lacks 

foundation. In fact, Venezuela is known to be a minor player in the illegal drug trade, unlike neighbouring Colombia. 

These ructions in the Caribbean have some impact on India. Indian refiners have been buying heavy crude oil from 

Venezuela since 2024 and the US sanctions, blockade, and seizures on this relatively cheap source threaten Indias 

energy security. This apart, state-owned ONGC Videsh, the overseas arm of Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC), 

has significant investment in Venezuelas oil-rich Orinoco basin. The company has a 40 per cent stake in a joint venture 

for heavy oil and an 11 per cent stake in another oil field. As a result of these sanctions, ONGC Videsh has around $600 

million stuck in Venezuela. Mr Maduro had agreed to transfer the operations of these fields from its state-run oil company 

to ONGC if the Indian corporation acquires waivers from the US. Now, war clouds hang over this process. Indias exports 

of pharmaceutical products and textiles to Venezuela have dwindled and remain at risk owing to recent developments. 

Robust criticism by New Delhi of US action in Venezuela has been hamstrung by the delay in concluding a viable trade 

deal with Washington. But if the US sees fit to extend its policy of chase and seizure across the globe, the consequences 

for the Indian economy could be adverse. 
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From tribunal capacity and procedural certainty to tanker seizures that could hit India's economy, today's Best of BS 

Opinion also looks at Budget-impact laws, AI agents, and a book on sanctions 

Hello and welcome to Best of BS Opinion, our daily wrap of the day's Opinion page. The Ministry of Corporate Affairs 

wants another 50 National Company Law Tribunal (NCLT) courts and two more National Company Law Appellate 

Tribunal (NCLAT) benches, highlighting a structural weakness, notes our first editorial . The NCLT was meant to 

administer company law matters, but was later asked to also adjudicate insolvency cases under the IBC without a 

matching expansion in capacity, infrastructure or support staff. However, merely adding Benches will not suffice; 

adequate courtrooms, trained members, supporting staff, and administrative infrastructure, along with technology-

enabled case management are also a must, as is procedural certainty. Institutional gaps must be addressed in tandem 

with legislative changes. The Trump Administration's seizure of 'sanctioned' oil tankers linked to Venezuela in 

international waters raises questions about the ethics of Washington's global leadership. President Donald Trump's 

assertion that such oil could be sold or added to US strategic reserves adds an element of amorality to US' actions . 

These actions in the Caribbean threaten India's energy security, too, since Indian refiners have been buying heavy crude 

from Venezuela since 2024. Moreover, ONGC Videsh, which has a 40 per cent stake in a heavy oil joint venture and an 

11 per cent stake in another oil field, has around $600 million stuck in Venezuela. It is unclear if India can get the US to 

waive the release of these funds. If the US continues its chase-and-seize policy across the globe, the consequences for 

the Indian economy could be adverse. Three bills passed in the recently-concluded winter session of Parliament - the 

Health Security Se National Security Cess Act, the Viksit Bharat Guarantee for Rozgar and Ajeevika Mission (Gramin) 

Act, and the Securities Markets Code - are likely to impact the Union Budget due early next year, writes A K Bhattacharya 

. The first envisages a new cess of tobacco products once the GST Compensation Cess, which was shared with states, 

is paid down in December, but the key difference is that the new cess will accrue only to the Centre, swelling the Union 

government's coffers. The second law cuts the expenditure burden share for the Centre to 60 per cent, while raising 

states' to 40 per cent, reducing the Union government's financial burden by about a third. The third has several reform 

initiatives, but also provides for a transfer of resources from the Securities and Exchange Board of India (Sebi), similar 

to what the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) does. The three legislative efforts have the potential of becoming a steady 

additional source of revenue for the Centre in the future, despite two of them being at the cost of states. As artificial 

intelligence (AI) enters daily life and becomes a public priority, India must bring the same clarity of purpose as Aadhaar 

and UPI, writes Jayant Sinha Every Indian, he says, should have access to a safe and reliable AI agent that can help 

them manage information, navigate services, and strengthen their ability to make decisions . But before that, AI agents 

must comply with India's privacy safeguards, operate within India's content rules, be integrated with the Data 

Empowerment and Protection Architecture, and be free of charge to every Indian with no advertising clutter. An inclusive 

agent architecture is compelling and would be transformative at a population scale. Economic sanctions occupy the space 

between words and military actions, a space that has been seeing increasing activities in recent years, notes Urjit Patel 

in his new book The Great Sanctions Hack . In his review, Pradeep Srivastava notes that the former governor of the 

Reserve Bank of India is not shy about calling out hypocrisies in the literature on sanctions that are typically imposed and 

led by the US and the EU. He is equally blunt in taking multilateral institutions such as the G20, World Bank and the IMF 

to task. Patel's other analytical frameworks make the book a welcome addition to the literature on sanctions. 
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arm/83434 

  
Bank of Baroda has underwritten a USD 500 million, five-year foreign currency term loan facility for OVL Overseas IFSC 

Ltd, a GIFT City-registered 

wholly owned subsidiary of ONGC Videsh Ltd, acting as the sole mandated lead arranger for the transaction. Lalit Tyagi, 

Executive Director at Bank of Baroda, said the deal reflects the growing maturity of GIFT City and the ability of Indian 

banks to raise cross-border financing to support the global operations of public sector enterprises. He added that the 

bank remains committed to deepening its long-standing relationship with the ONGC Group by offering a comprehensive 

range of corporate finance solutions. 

Anupam Agarwal, Director (Finance) at ONGC Videsh, said the company views GIFT City as a key enabler of its growth 

strategy. He said OVL Overseas IFSC Ltd has been established as a centralised treasury hub to consolidate and scale 

ONGC Videsh's international business, adding that Bank of Baroda's support provides access to competitive global 

capital while reinforcing GIFT City's emergence as a preferred jurisdiction for strategic offshore financing. 
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An IIT Delhi graduate, Kushagra Srivastava has developed an innovative solution that is helping fight black smoke. 

The technology, created in 2016 under the name Chakr, is now gaining wide attention as Delhi battles hazardous 

pollution. 

Engineers often build solutions long before policymakers act. When Delhi's air hovers around AQI 500, when diesel 

generators run during every power cut, and when PM2.5 quietly enters homes and lungs, one group of IIT Delhi graduate 

decided to intervene at the source. 

Chakr Innovation, founded in 2016, grew from a simple observation: the black soot collecting on walls behind diesel 

generator exhausts is the same particulate matter that people inhale every day. 

If it sticks to walls, it can be captured before it spreads. That early idea now powers one of India's most influential 

cleantech companies. 

HOW THE IDEA BEGAN  Chakr Innovation was founded by IIT Delhi alumni Kushagra Srivastava, who is also the CEO. 

Later, two individuals joined him, Arpit and Bharti. Each had a personal experience with Delhi's air pollution. 

Kushagra, who grew up in Delhi's pollution, Arpit, who quit sports at 18 due to bad air, and Bharti, who left BCG seeking 

meaningful environmental work, came together to build a system that captures diesel-generator emissions at the source 

and converts the collected soot into usable inks and paints. 

Arpit and Bharti have since moved on, but their early work built the foundation. 

THE FIRST BREAKTHROUGH  The team started with soot-covered walls near generator rooms. They realised this 

residue was simply PM2.5, a dangerous pollutant that can enter the bloodstream. 

According to multiple studies by IIT Kanpur and TERI, diesel generators contribute between 10% and 22% of urban 

PM2.5 in North Indian cities. 

The founders spent two years experimenting in labs, industrial spaces and generator sites. 

By 2017, Chakr became the first Indian company to receive CPCB approval for a retrofit pollution control device for diesel 

generators. 

The pollution captured was then turned into ink. Waste became material. 

WHAT CHAKR INNOVATION DOES TODAY  As per details of the comapnay, Chakr Innovation is headquartered in 

Gurugram and manufactures its devices in Manesar and Pune. The company works at the intersection of material science 

and emission control technologies. 

Key products include 

1. Chakr Shield 

A CPCB-approved retrofit device for medium and large diesel generators. 

Cuts particulate matter, hydrocarbons and CO by 7090% 

Captures soot before it enters the air 

Converts collected particulates into inks and paints 

Requires minimal maintenance, lasts 1012 years 
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Does not affect generator performance 

2. Dual Fuel Kits 

Allows DG sets to run on a mix of diesel and cleaner fuels, reducing fuel use and emissions. 

3. IoT DG Monitoring 

Tracks generator emissions and performance in real time. 

4. Early Pilots in Energy Storage 

Chakr has also experimented with aluminium-air (Al-Air) battery systems. 

The company says it has deployed over 15,000 units across 1,000+ sites. Clients include ONGC, JSW Cement, HPCL 

and Hitachi Astemo. The technology reportedly cuts over 200,000 tonnes of carbon emissions each year. 

The company today employs 484 people, including over 200 engineers and scientists. 

A BROADER MODEL FOR CLEAN-TECH INDIA  Chakr Innovation represents a new kind of Indian engineering startup: 

It also shows that cleantech is no longer a fringe space. It is industrial, measurable and commercially viable. 

From soot on Delhi's walls to ink in factories, Chakr Innovation has built a model that both reduces pollution and recycles 

it. More importantly, it offers a case study in how engineers can build solutions when public infrastructure is slow to 

change. 
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Understanding chemical vs. biochemical engineering: Key differences and career paths 

https://www.msn.com/en-in/entertainment/news/understanding-chemical-vs-biochemical-engineering-key-differences-and-

career-paths/ar-AA1SQH1v 

  
Chemical vs. Biochemical Engineering Overview: Engineering remains a popular field for students in India. 

Historically, there were only a handful of engineering branches, but now over 40 different engineering degrees are offered. 

As industry demands evolve, new interdisciplinary courses have emerged. Among these, B.Tech in Chemical Engineering 

and B.Tech in Chemical and Biochemical Engineering are two significant options that often lead to confusion among 

students. Defining the Courses: B.Tech in Chemical Engineering is a well-established program in India, having been 

introduced in 1921. This course focuses on industrial processes that transform raw materials into valuable products, 

providing a solid grounding in chemistry, mathematics, thermodynamics, and process engineering. Conversely, B.Tech 

in Chemical and Biochemical Engineering is a more recent and specialized program that merges chemical engineering 

with biological sciences. It emphasizes bio-based processes relevant to pharmaceuticals, biotechnology, food 

processing, and environmental applications. Curriculum Highlights: In Chemical Engineering, students study subjects 

such as fluid mechanics, mass transfer, reaction engineering, process control, and plant design, aiming to create safe 

and efficient large-scale production systems. In the Chemical and Biochemical Engineering program, students also cover 

microbiology, enzymology, fermentation technology, metabolic engineering, and bioprocess design, focusing on working 

with living systems where hygiene and controlled environments are essential. Key Differences: Students in Chemical 

Engineering learn to operate reactors, distillation units, heat exchangers, and other large industrial equipment, primarily 

dealing with non-living chemical processes. In contrast, Chemical and Biochemical Engineering students engage with 

bioreactors, microbes, enzymes, and biomolecules, focusing on biological processes that are crucial in the 

pharmaceutical and biotech sectors. Career Opportunities: Graduates of Chemical Engineering can find employment in 

sectors such as petrochemicals, refineries, fertilizers, polymers, plastics, energy, gas, and food processing. Common job 

titles include Process Engineer, Production Engineer, Plant Engineer, and Safety Engineer. On the other hand, those 

with a degree in Chemical and Biochemical Engineering can pursue careers in biopharma, vaccine production, biofuels, 

fermentation industries, environmental biotechnology, and research laboratories. Potential roles include Bioprocess 

Engineer, Quality Control Analyst, Fermentation Scientist, and R&D Professional. Placement Opportunities: Chemical 

Engineering graduates often secure positions with major companies such as Reliance, ONGC, IOCL, GAIL, HPCL, Tata 

Chemicals, and L&T. Meanwhile, graduates in Chemical and Biochemical Engineering may find roles at Biocon, Dr. 

Reddy's, Novozymes, Syngene, Sanofi, and other biotech firms. The biotech sector is witnessing significant investment, 

leading to promising future prospects. Choosing the Right Course: If you have a passion for mathematics, physics, and 

managing large industrial operations, Chemical Engineering may be the better fit. This discipline is versatile and can 

facilitate transitions into IT, consulting, and finance. If your interests lie in biology and research, particularly in the 

pharmaceutical or biotech fields, then Chemical and Biochemical Engineering would be the ideal choice. Institutions 

Offering These Courses: In India, these programs are available at prestigious institutions such as IITs, NITs, the Institute 

of Chemical Technology (ICT), and VIT. They are also in high demand in countries like the USA, UK, Netherlands, and 

Switzerland. 
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Oil & Natural Gas Corporation Ltd (ONGC), a key player in India's oil sector and a prominent constituent of the Nifty 50 

index, continues to attract investor attention amid evolving market conditions. 

The company's recent trading activity, valuation metrics, and its role within the benchmark index offer valuable insights 

into its current market standing and institutional interest. 

Significance of Nifty 50 Membership 

ONGC's inclusion in the Nifty 50 index underscores its importance within the Indian equity market. As one of the largest 

oil companies by market capitalisation, with a valuation of approximately 2,95,762.36 crore, ONGC plays a pivotal role in 

shaping sectoral and broader market trends. Membership in this benchmark index not only reflects the company's scale 

and liquidity but also ensures that it remains a focal point for institutional investors and index funds tracking the Nifty 50. 

Being part of the Nifty 50 often results in enhanced visibility and trading volumes, as many passive funds and ETFs 

allocate capital based on index composition. This dynamic can influence price movements and liquidity, making ONGC 

a critical stock for portfolio managers focusing on large-cap Indian equities. 

Recent Trading Performance and Market Context 

In the short term, ONGC's stock price has shown resilience. Over the past three consecutive trading sessions, the stock 

has recorded a cumulative return of 1.16%, outperforming its oil sector peers by 0.27% on the most recent trading day. 

The stock's price currently trades above its 5-day moving average, signalling short-term momentum, although it remains 

below longer-term averages such as the 20-day, 50-day, 100-day, and 200-day moving averages. This positioning 

suggests a nuanced market sentiment where immediate gains coexist with longer-term consolidation. 

Additionally, ONGC offers a dividend yield of 5.33% at current price levels, which remains attractive for income-focused 

investors within the oil sector. This yield compares favourably against many peers, reinforcing the company's appeal 

amid volatile commodity price environments. 

Valuation Metrics in Industry Context 

ONGC's price-to-earnings (P/E) ratio stands at 8.05, significantly lower than the oil industry average P/E of 16.11. This 

valuation gap may reflect market caution or differing growth expectations relative to sector peers. Investors analysing 

ONGC's valuation should consider this disparity in the context of the company's earnings stability, dividend policy, and 

broader macroeconomic factors affecting the oil industry. 

While the company's one-year stock performance shows a decline of 2.41%, the benchmark Sensex has recorded an 

8.89% gain over the same period. This divergence highlights sector-specific challenges or company-specific factors 

influencing ONGC's returns. However, over longer horizons, ONGC's performance has been more robust, with three-

year returns at 68.17% compared to Sensex's 42.90%, and five-year returns at 158.92% versus Sensex's 84.14%. These 

figures illustrate the company's capacity to generate substantial value over extended periods despite short-term 

headwinds. 

Fundamentals that don't lie! This Small Cap from Trading shows consistent growth and price strength over time. A reliable 

pick you can truly count on. 

- Strong fundamental track record 

- Consistent growth trajectory 

- Reliable price strength 
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Institutional Holding and Market Assessment 

Institutional investors often view ONGC as a cornerstone holding within the oil sector, given its scale and strategic 

importance. The company's large-cap status and benchmark index membership attract significant institutional capital, 

which can influence liquidity and price stability. Recent trading data indicates a day-on-day price change of 0.41%, 

contrasting with a marginal decline of 0.06% in the Sensex, suggesting relative strength in investor demand for ONGC 

shares. 

Over the past week, ONGC's stock has recorded a 1.23% return, slightly ahead of the Sensex's 0.99%, while monthly 

and quarterly returns show some lag behind the broader market. Year-to-date, ONGC's stock price has moved by -1.65%, 

whereas the Sensex has advanced by 9.45%. These figures reflect a complex interplay of sector-specific factors, 

including global oil price fluctuations, regulatory developments, and company-specific operational updates. 

Sectoral Performance and Broader Market Trends 

The oil exploration and refinery sector has seen mixed results recently, with 64 companies having declared results: 39 

reported positive outcomes, 22 remained flat, and 3 posted negative results. ONGC's performance within this context is 

critical, as it often sets the tone for investor sentiment towards the sector. The company's ability to maintain dividend 

yield and steady valuation metrics amid this environment is noteworthy. 

Longer-term performance comparisons reveal that while ONGC's 10-year return of 49.81% trails the Sensex's 230.83%, 

its five-year and three-year returns have outpaced the benchmark, indicating periods of strong growth and recovery. This 

pattern suggests that ONGC's stock may be influenced by cyclical factors inherent in the oil industry, as well as broader 

economic cycles. 

Is Oil & Natural Gas Corporation . your best bet? SwitchER suggests better alternatives across peers, market caps, and 

sectors. Discover stocks that could deliver more for your portfolio! 

- Better alternatives suggested 

- Cross-sector comparison 

- Portfolio optimization tool 

Investor Considerations and Outlook 

For investors, ONGC's role as a Nifty 50 constituent offers both opportunities and challenges. Its large-cap status and 

sector leadership provide a degree of stability and market influence, while valuation metrics suggest a cautious market 

stance relative to peers. The company's dividend yield remains a compelling feature for income-oriented portfolios, 

especially in a sector characterised by commodity price volatility. 

Market participants should weigh ONGC's recent price movements and relative performance against the broader Sensex 

and oil sector trends. The stock's short-term gains and outperformance on select periods indicate pockets of investor 

confidence, even as longer-term returns reflect the cyclical nature of the oil industry. 

Overall, ONGC's position within the Nifty 50 ensures it remains a key focus for institutional and retail investors alike, with 

its market capitalisation and sectoral influence underpinning its benchmark status. 

Conclusion 

Oil & Natural Gas Corporation Ltd continues to be a significant player within India's equity markets, bolstered by its Nifty 

50 membership and large-cap stature. While recent trading data shows modest gains and relative strength against sector 

peers, valuation and performance metrics highlight the complexities of investing in the oil sector. Institutional interest 

remains robust, reflecting the company's strategic importance and dividend appeal. Investors analysing ONGC should 

consider both its benchmark role and sector dynamics to make informed decisions aligned with their portfolio objectives. 
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IIT Delhi graduate turn diesel smoke into ink: The story of Chakr Innovation 
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From Soot to Solution  KushagraSrivastava, an IIT Delhi alumnus, founded Chakr Innovation in 2016 after noticing that 

dieselgenerator 

sootan identical PM2.5 particle that infiltrates homescould be captured before it dispersed. Within two years the team 

secured CPCB approval for the first Indian retrofit device, turning a publichealth crisis into a tangible engineering 

response. 

Device & Environmental Gains 

Chakr's flagship product, the Chakr Shield, cuts particulate matter, hydrocarbons and CO by 7090% while converting 

captured soot into usable inks and paints. With over 15,000 units deployed across 1,000+ sitesincluding major clients 

such as ONGC, JSW Cement and HPCLthe technology is estimated to eliminate more than 200,000tonnes of CO 

annually, demonstrating a scalable, revenuegenerating model for cleantech. 

Commercial Viability & Broader Implications 

Employing 484 staff, 200 of whom are engineers and scientists, Chakr Innovation exemplifies India's shift toward 

industrial, measurable cleantech. Its success underscores the necessity of sourcelevel emission controls in Delhi's battle 

against hazardous air quality, positioning the company as a blueprint for future environmental startups in the region. 
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ONGC has invited MBBS-qualified doctors for contractual engagement as Field Duty and General Duty Medical Officers 

at its Tripura Asset, Agartala, till June 30, 2026. 

Agartala, December 2025: Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) has invited eligible medical professionals to appear 

for interviews for engagement as Contract Medical Officers at its Tripura Asset, Agartala 

ONGC, a Maharatna Public Sector Enterprise, plans to engage doctors on a contract basis up to June 30, 2026, against 

advertised vacancies for Field Duty Medical Officers (FMO) and General Duty Medical Officers (GDMO). 

Candidates must possess an MBBS degree and hold a valid registration with the relevant statutory medical authority on 

the date of interview. Prior experience is desirable for both posts. 

There is no upper age limit for applying. While none of the posts are reserved for Persons with Benchmark Disabilities 

(PwBD), the GDMO post is identified as suitable for select PwBD categories , and eligible candidates may apply. 

The engagement will be purely on a contract basis and governed by the terms and conditions specified in the 

advertisement. 
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PR Pandian, president of the Coordination Committee of All Farmers' Associations on Monday, accused ONGC of taking 

vindictive action against him for continuing his protest against it. 

After the Madras High Court granted him bail, Pandian was released from the Tiruchy Central Prison on Monday where 

he was received by a large gathering of farmers' association representatives. 

Addressing reporters after his release, Pandian alleged that the ONGC management misused the police machinery and 

foisted false cases against him. We filed a petition against ONGC before the Southern Green Tribunal, demanding that 

destructive projects should not be permitted in the Cauvery delta region. 

So, the tribunal imposed restrictions on ONGC. Unable to face this, the company filed a false case alleging that I had 

threatened them by demanding Rs 100 crore. As I continued to fight against ONGC, the company acted aggressively 

against me and ensured that I was punished. 

No properties were damaged during the protest against ONGC, as they have alleged, he said. Stating that he, along with 

another farmer, went to jail because they respected the court's verdict, Pandian expressed gratitude to farmers, political 

parties and advocates who fought for them. 

Members of various farmers' associations came out in protest in our support. The Tamil Nadu government did not raise 

any objection, and the court has now granted bail, he added. 

He alleged that the punishment was not against the two individuals alone, but was imposed on the entire farming 

community and favoured corporates attempting to exploit the Cauvery delta. 

Desiya Theninthiya Nathigal Inaippu Vivasayigal Sangam president P Ayyakannu, who received Pandian upon his 

release, urged the Chief Minister to withdraw all cases filed against farmers across the state. 

It may be recalled that Pandian was recently lodged in the Tiruchy Central Prison along with another farmer after being 

sentenced to 13 years imprisonment by a Tiruvarur district court on December 6, for allegedly damaging ONGC properties 

during a 2015 protest. However, the HC granted him bail on December 19. 
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India doubles down on deepwater drilling to cut import dependence with new offshore exploration 
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exploration-mission/126131742 

  
The mission comes at a time when nearly 88 percent of India's crude oil requirement is met through imports, exposing 

the economy to global price shocks and geopolitical risks. 

India has launched a renewed push to tap oil and gas resources hidden deep beneath the seas as it looks to reduce its 

heavy dependence on energy imports. The National Deep Water Exploration Mission , announced by Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi on the last Independence Day, places offshore and ultra-deepwater drilling at the centre of the country's 

long-term energy security strategy, even as India continues to expand clean and renewable energy capacity. 

The mission comes at a time when nearly 88 percent of India's crude oil requirement is met through imports, exposing 

the economy to global price shocks and geopolitical risks. Policymakers believe that unlocking domestic offshore reserves 

could ease this pressure, support economic growth and provide a stable energy bridge during the transition to cleaner 

fuels. 

What is the National Deep Water Exploration Mission? The National Deep Water Exploration Mission is a government-

led initiative aimed at accelerating exploration and production of oil and gas from deepwater and ultra-deepwater blocks 

along India's east and west coasts. It focuses on frontier basins that have remained underexplored due to high costs, 

complex geology and technological challenges. 

Prime Minister Modi, in his Independence Day address, described the effort as a modern-day Samudra Manthan, a 

reference to the churning of the ocean in Indian mythology to extract hidden treasures. The mission seeks to discover 

and develop hydrocarbon reserves lying thousands of metres below the seabed, using advanced technology and global 

partnerships. 

Energy expert Krishan G Insan said the initiative reflects a strategic shift in India's energy planning. India has made 

steady progress in clean energy, but hydrocarbons will continue to play a role in meeting base demand. Deepwater 

exploration is about reducing vulnerability, not reversing the energy transition, Krishan G Insan , a Chevening scholar 

and GEM Fellow of European University Institute (Italy) said. 

Why offshore oil and gas matter India has a coastline of over 11,000 kilometres and several offshore sedimentary basins 

with proven hydrocarbon potential. According to estimates, around 38 percent of India's recoverable crude oil reserves 

are located offshore. 

Over the past decade, India has reported more than 170 hydrocarbon discoveries, including over 60 in offshore areas. 

Proven petroleum resources stand at around 12 billion tonnes of oil equivalent, with a similar volume still untapped. 

Basins such as Krishna-Godavari on the east coast, Mumbai Offshore on the west coast, and the Andaman offshore 

region have emerged as key focus areas. Recent discoveries in these basins have reinforced the view that domestic 

offshore production can meaningfully contribute to India's energy basket. Offshore resources are not a distant dream 

anymore, Insan said. What we are seeing now is the outcome of better data, improved seismic imaging and a more stable 

policy environment. 

Recent momentum in deepwater drilling 

Last month, Oil India began offshore drilling in the KeralaKonkan Basin, spudding one of the deepest wells ever attempted 

in Indian waters. The well falls under a frontier exploration category, signalling the government's intent to push into 

technologically challenging but high-potential regions. 

https://energy.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/oil-and-gas/india-enhances-energy-security-with-national-deep-water-exploration-mission/126131742
https://energy.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/oil-and-gas/india-enhances-energy-security-with-national-deep-water-exploration-mission/126131742
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At the same time, discoveries in the Krishna-Godavari Basin and gas finds in offshore Andaman blocks have strengthened 

confidence in India's deepwater potential. Public sector firms and private operators are both active, supported by licensing 

rounds under the Open Acreage Licensing Policy. 

Union Petroleum and Natural Gas Minister Hardeep Singh Puri has repeatedly underlined that deepwater drilling is critical 

for reducing import dependence. Earlier this year, he expressed confidence that India is on the brink of a major discovery 

in Andaman comparable in scale to the 11.6 billion barrels found off the coast of Guyana. Industry assessments suggest 

that even partial success in these basins could lower India's crude and gas import bill over time. 

Policy changes to attract investment 

Deepwater exploration is capital-intensive and high-risk. A single deepwater well can cost tens of millions of dollars, while 

ultra-deepwater projects are even more expensive. To address these challenges, the government has amended oilfield 

regulations and simplified policy frameworks to make exploration more investor-friendly. 

Recent licensing rounds have opened up blocks that were earlier classified as restricted or No-Go zones. Fiscal 

incentives, data access reforms and faster clearances are part of the broader push to attract long-term capital. 

The government has recognised that deepwater projects need patience and predictability, Insan said. Policy stability is 

as important as geology when it comes to attracting long-term capital. 

Technology and global partnerships India's offshore ambitions rely heavily on advanced technology and international 

collaboration. Tools such as 3D seismic surveys and controlled-source electromagnetic studies are increasingly being 

deployed to improve drilling success rates by identifying hydrocarbon-bearing structures with greater precision. 

Strategic partnerships have emerged as a key enabler. Oil India has entered into a Technology Service Agreement with 

TotalEnergies to collaborate on deepwater and ultra-deepwater exploration across Indian sedimentary basins, including 

appraisal activities in the Andaman Basin and ultra-deepwater blocks in the Mahanadi and Krishna-Godavari basins. 

Private operators are also investing in offshore capability. Cairn's partnership with 2H Offshore for end-to-end execution 

of offshore platforms represents the largest development under the offshore Discovered Small Fields block on the west 

coast. The company has also conducted one of India's first 3D Controlled Source Electro-Magnetic surveys in the 

deepwater KG Basin, enhancing subsurface understanding and exploration accuracy. 

Deepwater exploration is not just about drilling deeper, Insan said. It is about smarter exploration, better data and 

partnerships that bring global experience into Indian basins. 

Can offshore drilling cut import dependence? Experts caution that offshore oil and gas will not eliminate imports overnight. 

Deepwater projects have long gestation periods, and production ramps up gradually. However, even incremental 

increases in domestic output can have a stabilising effect on India's energy system. Gas discoveries are particularly 

significant, as natural gas is seen as a transition fuel supporting cleaner power generation and industrial use. Offshore 

gas production can also reduce reliance on liquefied natural gas imports, which are exposed to volatile global prices. 

Every barrel produced domestically is one less barrel exposed to external shocks, Insan said. Deepwater exploration 

strengthens India's negotiating position in global energy markets. 

Balancing energy security and transition India continues to expand solar, wind and green hydrogen capacity, but 

policymakers acknowledge that hydrocarbons will remain part of the energy mix for decades. The National Deep Water 

Exploration Mission is positioned as a complement to clean energy goals, not a contradiction. 

By focusing on domestic offshore resources, India aims to secure affordable energy while managing a gradual transition 

to lower-carbon sources. 

As Insan summed up, Samudra Manthan is not about choosing between clean energy and hydrocarbons. It is about 

ensuring India's energy security while the transition unfolds. If successful, the mission could mark a decisive step towards 

reducing import dependence and reshaping India's offshore energy landscape.  
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Indian Oil Corporation (IOC) has inaugurated a state-of-the-art bulk petroleum storage facility in Ladakh, marking a 

significant milestone in bolstering energy security across high-altitude regions. 

Developed in close collaboration with the Indian Army, this infrastructure addresses longstanding logistical challenges in 

one of India's most remote and strategically vital areas. 

IOC Chairman Arvinder Singh Sahney highlighted the facility's importance during a post on the social media platform X. 

He expressed gratitude to Union Minister Hardeep Singh Puri for spotlighting the achievement, noting that it will fortify 

energy security and underpin Advanced Winter Stocking (AWS) operations in forward areas. IOC remains steadfast in 

its commitment to reliable energy solutions aligned with national priorities. 

Union Minister Hardeep Singh Puri was the first to announce the inauguration, emphasising the facility's engineering for 

extreme terrain and severe climatic conditions. Partnering with the Indian Army's Directorate General of Military 

Intelligence (DGMI), the project ensures uninterrupted fuel supply even amid prolonged winters, thereby elevating 

operational readiness near the Line of Actual Control (LAC). 

The facility's design incorporates advanced underground storage units, engineered to endure Ladakh's harsh weather, 

including heavy snowfall and sub-zero temperatures. This configuration enhances safety, reliability, and efficiency, 

mitigating risks associated with surface storage in such unforgiving environments. 

Ladakh's geography poses formidable hurdles for fuel logistics, with long haul distances, frequent road blockages from 

avalanches, and high-altitude constraints complicating supply chains. Strategic depots like this one are indispensable for 

sustaining troop deployments, armoured vehicle operations, and civilian needs during isolation periods. 

By facilitating AWS operations, the facility guarantees ample fuel reserves ahead of winter, reducing vulnerability to 

disruptions. It supports the Indian Army's mobility in forward posts, ensuring that combat readiness remains 

uncompromised despite environmental adversities. 

Beyond military applications, the infrastructure benefits local populations by securing civilian fuel supplies, vital for 

heating, transportation, and daily sustenance in remote villages. This dual-purpose approach underscores IOC's role in 

fostering regional self-reliance. 

The project advances fuel independence, curtailing reliance on diesel generators and optimising consumption patterns. 

It aligns with broader indigenisation efforts, promoting efficient resource use in defence logistics. 

IOC's legacy in Ladakh dates back to the 1970s, with established infrastructure including a bulk storage depot near Leh 

at over 3,400 metres altitude. The corporation also operates the world's highest LPG bottling plant in Phey village, Leh 

district, serving both military and civilian demands. 

Recent upgrades have rendered the LPG plant solar-powered, slashing diesel usage and exemplifying sustainable 

practices in high-altitude energy provision. This initiative complements the new facility's focus on resilience and 

environmental adaptation. 

IOC has further innovated with a specialised winter-grade diesel, functional down to minus 33 degrees Celsius. This 

formulation prevents gelling in extreme cold, enabling seamless vehicle operations for military convoys and civilian 

transport alike. 

Strategically, the facility reinforces India's posture along the LAC, where sustained fuel availability is critical for 

mechanised forces and rapid response capabilities. It diminishes supply chain bottlenecks, enhancing overall defence 

preparedness amid geopolitical tensions. 

https://www.indiandefensenews.in/2025/12/indian-oil-inaugurates-bulk-fuel.html
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In essence, this development exemplifies public-private synergy in addressing national security imperatives. By securing 

energy lifelines in Ladakh, IOC not only safeguards military operations but also uplifts civilian welfare, paving the way for 

enduring high-altitude resilience. 
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Indian Oil Corporation (IOC) Chairman Arvinder Singh Sahney said the newly inaugurated bulk petroleum storage facility 

in 

Ladakh, developed with the support of the Indian Army, will play a critical role in strengthening fuel security and logistics 

in high-altitude and forward areas. 

Taking to social media platform X, Sahney said, "Thank you, Hon'ble Minister @HardeepSPuri ji, for highlighting this 

milestone. This facility in Ladakh will greatly strengthen energy security in high-altitude regions and support Advanced 

Winter Stocking operations in forward areas. #IndianOil remains focused on delivering dependable energy solutions in 

service of national priorities." 

The development was first shared by Union Minister Hardeep Singh Puri, who said the facility has been engineered to 

operate in extreme terrain and harsh climatic conditions, ensuring uninterrupted fuel availability even during prolonged 

winters. Puri said, "India's leading energy Maharatna @IndianOilcl, along with @adgpi, has inaugurated a Bulk Petroleum 

Storage facility in Ladakh to strengthen energy security in high-altitude regions. Engineered for extreme terrain, this 

installation will power India's Advanced Winter Stocking (AWS) operations and significantly enhance operational 

readiness in forward areas." 
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Union Petroleum and Natural Gas Minister Hardeep Singh Puri announced that the recently notified Petroleum and 

Natural Gas Rules 

2025 will significantly transform Indias hydrocarbons sector, enhancing domestic production and energy security. 

The regulations clarify lease value disputes, like the ongoing one concerning ONGCs oil discovery in West Bengal, and 

impose a 180-day approval limit for petroleum leases. This advancement is expected to expedite production from Ashok 

Nagar, which has been delayed. 

Additionally, Puri mentioned the launch of Mission Anveshan, a major seismic mapping initiative aimed at exploring 

20,000 ground line kilometers across India, facilitating new investments through the Open Acreage Licensing 

Programme. The government has opened a large offshore area for exploration, promoting engagement from global 

energy firms. 
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Indian Oil Corporation, in coordination with the Indian Army, has inaugurated a bulk petroleum storage facility in Ladakh. 

The facility is engineered to operate in extreme terrain and harsh climatic conditions, ensuring uninterrupted fuel supply 

for both military and civilian needs during prolonged winters. This development is aimed at strengthening fuel logistics 

and operational readiness in high-altitude forward areas. Key Points: IOC Inaugurates Bulk Fuel Storage in Ladakh with 

Army, Boosts High-Altitude Logistics IOC Chairman highlights strategic fuel security for high-altitude regions Union 

Minister details facility engineered for extreme terrain and winter operations Infrastructure aims to ensure uninterrupted 

supply for Army and civilians in Ladakh Project expected to enhance operational readiness near Line of Actual Control 

Facility part of long-standing IOC presence supporting defence and civilian needs in region Introduction of winter-grade 

diesel and solar power reduces dependency on generators Dec 23, 2025 3 min read New IOC fuel storage facility in 

Ladakh strengthens energy security in high-altitude areas: IOC Chairman Indian Oil Corp, with the Indian Army, 

inaugurates a bulk petroleum storage facility in Ladakh to ensure uninterrupted fuel supply for military and civilian needs 

in extreme winter conditions. Share this article: Leave a Comment Thank you! Your comment has been submitted. 

Indian Oil Corporation (IOC) Chairman Arvinder Singh Sahney said the newly inaugurated bulk petroleum storage facility 

in Ladakh, developed with the support of the Indian Army, will play a critical role in strengthening fuel security and logistics 

in high-altitude and forward areas. 

Taking to social media platform X, Sahney said, "Thank you, Hon'ble Minister @HardeepSPuri ji, for highlighting this 

milestone. This facility in Ladakh will greatly strengthen energy security in high-altitude regions and support Advanced 

Winter Stocking operations in forward areas. #IndianOil remains focused on delivering dependable energy solutions in 

service of national priorities." 

The development was first shared by Union Minister Hardeep Singh Puri, who said the facility has been engineered to 

operate in extreme terrain and harsh climatic conditions, ensuring uninterrupted fuel availability even during prolonged 

winters. 

Puri said, "India's leading energy Maharatna @IndianOilcl, along with @adgpi, has inaugurated a Bulk Petroleum Storage 

facility in Ladakh to strengthen energy security in high-altitude regions. Engineered for extreme terrain, this installation 

will power India's Advanced Winter Stocking (AWS) operations and significantly enhance operational readiness in forward 

areas." 

The new facility is aimed at strengthening fuel logistics for the Indian Army in high-altitude areas while ensuring 

uninterrupted supply to civilians, which is crucial for winter stocking and sustained operations. The storage units are 

advanced in design, largely underground, and built to withstand extreme weather conditions, ensuring enhanced safety, 

reliability, and operational efficiency. 

Given Ladakh's challenging terrain, where fuel transportation involves long round trips and frequent road closures due to 

snowfall, strategic fuel storage is considered vital. The infrastructure is expected to play a key role in maintaining the 

operational readiness of troops and armoured vehicles deployed near the Line of Actual Control (LAC). 

The project is also expected to enhance fuel self-reliance, reduce dependence on diesel generators, and support efficient 

military mobility in forward areas. 

Indian Oil Corporation has maintained a long-standing presence in Ladakh since the 1970s, operating key energy 

infrastructure to support both defence and civilian requirements. IOC operates a petroleum bulk storage depot near Leh 

town at an altitude of over 3,400 metres and also runs the world's highest LPG bottling plant in Phey village, Leh district, 

which supplies LPG to the Indian Army and remote civilian areas. The LPG plant is now powered by solar energy, 

reducing diesel consumption. 

IOC has also introduced a special winter-grade diesel for Ladakh that remains functional at temperatures as low as minus 

33 degrees Celsius, ensuring uninterrupted vehicle operations during harsh winters. 

https://www.newkerala.com/news/o/new-ioc-fuel-storage-facility-ladakh-strengthens-energy-security-599
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The new bulk petroleum storage facility, developed in coordination with the Indian Army, is seen as a crucial step in 

securing fuel supply chains in Ladakh, supporting both national security objectives and the energy needs of local 

populations. 
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Indian Oil Corporation (IOCL) has inaugurated a state-of-the-art bulk petroleum storage facility in Ladakh, designed to 

bolster fuel security and logistics in high-altitude and forward areas. 

This facility, developed with the support of the Indian Army, aims to ensure uninterrupted fuel availability in harsh 

conditions, especially during the winter months. IOCL Chairman Arvinder Singh Sahney highlighted the significance of 

the project, noting that it will strengthen energy security and support advanced winter stocking (AWS) operations in the 

region. Hardeep Singh Puri, the Union Minister, also praised the facility's engineering, emphasising that it is built to 

withstand extreme terrain and climatic conditions. The storage units are mostly underground and designed for enhanced 

safety, reliability, and operational efficiency. 

This facility will not only support the Indian Army's operations but also meet the energy needs of the local population in 

one of the most challenging terrains in the world. IOCL has had a strong presence in Ladakh since the 1970s, with several 

key energy infrastructures already in operation. 
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