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Shell expects Taptifields’

Chennai, 8 December

The Tapti fields under the
Panna, Mukta and Tapti
(PMT) joint venture is esti-
mated tobe decommissioned
in two years, and is now at a
stage where the loopholes are
being plugged, said Nitin
Prasad, chairman, Shell
Companies in India. The
company is ahead of its tar-
get to have over 1,000 retail
outlets in the country by
2027, he added.

Speaking to reporters in
thesidelines of the launch of
a flat-pack all-terrain truck,
The Ox, in India, he said,
“Tapti is now dry and is fac-
ing decommissioning. Last
weel, we signed an agree-
ment that resolved all the
final issues. We now have
India’s first offshore decom-
missioning of Tapti fields
and we will begin that work.
We have already been doing
the first couple of plugging
wells and other works. We
have already transferred
some of the assets over to
ONGC, but now we will begin
the real decommissioning
works.”

The company has spent a
lot of time to bring in the best
global standards as it has
experience in executing
decommissioning in the
North Sea, Mexico and other
parts of the world. The com-
pany has worked with its
partners and the government
to identify a way and
approach to do this with the
best standards.

The PMT joint venture,
comprising Qil and Natural
Gas Corporation Limited,
Reliance Industries Limited
and BG Exploration and
Production India Limited —
which is part of Shell now —
is located off the shore to the
south of the Gulf of
Khambhat on the Arabian
Sea coast of India. Itis under
a production-sharing con-
tract (PSC) with the Ministry
of Petroleum and Natural
Gas, government of India.

The Tapti fields went into
a phase of decline after 2008
and cessation of production

The Tapti fields went into a phase of decline after 2008 and
cessation of production was finally declared in March 2016

was finally declared in March
2016, according to a report by
the Ministry of Environment,
Forest and Climate Change.

In 2017, the company
started preparing to decom-
mission the Tapti fields. A
total of 38 wells, five plat-
forms and four pipelines
have to be closed in order to
decommission the facility.

Panna and Mukta fields
produce seven per cent of
India’s oil and gas produc-
tion. The fields are at a latter
phase of their life cycle and
could be better run by a new
operator, Prasad suggested.

“The type of technologies
and ways in which you
choose to run the field
change in its lifetime. There
are better people to run the
late phase of the fields than
us. That is why we came back
and made a decision against
extending the PSC,” he
added. Once the PSC ends
the unincorporated joint ven-
ture will end and the assets
will be handed over to the
next operator.

The company had last
year announced plans to
open more than 1,000 outlets
in India in 10 years. Its count

is around 150 outlets now.
The company is in talks with
various state governments to
set up outlets faster.

Commenting on the new-
ly launched The Ox, Prasad
said it is an energy-efficient
affordable solution for last-
mile connectivity in India.
The vehicle will have a high
level of localised parts, which
would make it easier for
manufacturing, mainte-
nance and repair. The com-
pany is in talks with original
equipment manufacturers
for various models of part-
nership to bring the vehicle
commercially. The aim is also
to use the all-terrain vehicle
in accessing distant places
during natural disasters.

The Ox truck is a a global
partnership between Shell
and Gordon Murray Design
and the Global Vehicle Trust.
The product launched in
India was the its fourth gen-
eration version, in which
Shell has invested. Prasad
refused to share investment
figures.

The 3.5-tonne truck can
carry a weight of two tonne,
which could be beneficial in
rural areas, he said.



TIMES OF INDIA, Delhi, 9.12.2018

Page No. 4, Size:(13.04)cms X (26.84)cms.

Why no reissue of CNG
cab permits, asks EPCA

Ritam.Halder@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The Supreme Co-
urtappointed Environment
Pollution (Prevention and
Control) Authority (EPCA)
will write to the Delhi trans-
port department on not reis-
suing permits to CNG taxis af-
ter five years.

Inan EPCA meetingon Fri-
day; itsmemberssaid the Delhi
government was destroying a
Supreme Court order by mi-
sinterpreting it. “Why are
CNG cars being phased out in
five years like diesel? Need an
official response from the
transport department,” EPCA
member Sunita Narain said.

In May 2016, the Supreme
Court had ordered a gradual
phaseput of diesel taxis from
the national capital region
(NCR) and said they could ope-

LET DeLH BREATHE
PLEDGE TO SUPPORT THE CAUSE
www.letourcitybreathe.com
rate uniil the expiry of thelr
permits. New licences should
not be given for diesel taxis in
NCR and those with all-India
tourist permits (AITP) may
operate till their permitsexpi-

re, the court had said.

While diesel taxis are not
allowed in NCR, the Supreme
Court had allowed diesel cabs
running on AITPs with the

existing fleet converted to

AITP-O (0ld) and having only
a limited life, while the new
AITPtaxis beingregisteredas
AITP-N (new), which can be
registered on petrol, CNG, du-
al fuel and on diesel only with
an affidavit stating that these
will not offer point-to-point
services in NCR.

“We are receiving comp-
laints from AITP operators
that the Delhi transport de-
partment iS not renewing
CNG permits, too, after five
years. Inno way has thecourt
said thatCNG AITP taxis will
not be renewed. If the trans-
port department doesn’t ac-
cept it, we will take it to court
andsort itout,” Narain said at
the meeting called to discuss
possibleactionsagainst diesel
vehicles plying in NCR, star-
ting with commercial ones.

A transport department
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official submitted that there
werearound 11,088 ATTP-O and
4,137 AITP-N diesel vehicles re-
gistered in Delhi. The number
of CNGiun wvehicles will be
submitted in the next meeting.

Two weeks ago, EPCA had
said that it may impound viola-
ting vehiclesas well. “Nodiesel-
hased taxis will have the aligh-
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ting point or boarding point in
NCR. If any are found to be opera-
ting without them being disclo-
sed, they will straight away be im-
pounded and their licences be
cancelled. According to our esti-
mate, almost 70,000 diesel-based
taxis are still operating in NCR,
which is a big number;” said EP-
CA chairman Bhure Lal hadsaid.
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EPCA tightens noose on
industries, pushes for PNG

HTCorrespondent .
» htreporters@hindustantimes.com

NEWDELHI: The Supreme Court-ap-
pointed Environment Pollution
(Prevention and Control)
Authority (EPCA )issued an ulti-
matum to industries in Delhi-
NCR toshiftto Piped Natural Gas
(PNG) and stop using polluting
fuels orface closure.
Announcing the push, the
SC-appointed body pointed
towardsarecentreportby Safar,
a pollution forecasting agency
under the Union government,
which claimed that industrial
emissions in Delhi have shot up
by 48% between 2010 and 2018.
In a meeting held with some
NCR-based industrial associa-
tions on Friday, EPCA said
that “ease of breathing”
cannotbe compromisedfor “ease
ofbusiness.”
“Wewould be pushingfor PNG
aswecan'tseeanyotheroptionto
clean up theindustrial sector, We
would also purse the government
to bring PNG under GST and
bring down the tax components.
Thiswould bringdown the price
of gas by atleast20% and make it
moreeconomical forindustries,”
said Sunita Narain, member of
EPCA.
TheSC-appointed body saidit
wouldalso call ameetingwith the
industrial associations of Delhi

‘EASE OF BREATHING'
CAN'T BE COMPROMISED
FOR "EASE OF BUSINESS),
SC-APPOINTED PANEL
TELLS INDUSTRIAL
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and the gas supplving companies
toresolveissuesraised by indus-
tries such as high price of gas.
Industrial associations from
Uttar Pradesh and Haryanahave
claimed that high cost of PNG is
preventingthemfromshiftingto
the gas.

A senior Delhi government
official said that out of the 2,000-
oddindustries operatingfrom the
city’s industrial zones, at least
1,150 have shifted to PNG, while
application of 229 are under proc-
ess. Nearly 412 industries have
been asked to close down.

“Some polluting industries
haveeithershifted toresidential
areasor havemoved outof Delhi
andarenow operatingfrom NCR
towns. Thisisillegal. The SC-ap-
pointed body on sealing has
sealedat least 140 such industrial
unitsoperatingillegally from res-
idential areas in the last week,”
said EPCA chairman BhureLal.

EPCA members were
informed by pollution control
boardsthat under the provision

of “ease of doing business” offi-
cialsarenotallowed toenter the
industries. Many industries still
use tar oil and coal after switch-
ingofftheirmonitoringsystemat
night, so governmentis unableto
monitor the emission levels.
Therepresentatives of indus-
tries blamed vehiclesfor causing
greater pollution to which tho-
racic surgeon Arvind Kumar,
alsoan EPCA member, saidifthe
consequences of pollution were
known, this “whole discussion
will paleintoinsignificance”.

EPCACHAIRMANFINDS
VIOLATIONSATMUNDEA
ANDTIKRI

Industrial associations of
Mundka have assured Bhure Lal,
chairman of EPCA that they
won't openly dump or burn rub-
berand plasticwastethattrigger
pollution. Lal said therewasram-
pant violations of norms at
Mundkaindustrialareaand PVC
scrap market in Tikri. “Indus-
trial associations have assured us
thatthey will store the waste rub-
berand plasticin theirown back-
yards and send them to waste to
energy plants. The North Delhi
Municipal Corporation would
helptheindustries to tieupwith
energy plant.,” Lal said. Lal is
scheduled tovisitother areaslike
Narela, Bawana and Anand
Viharnextweek.
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O1l PSUs to add
4,500 petrol pumps
across Gujarat

Vadodara (Guj): Public sector
oil companies Indian Oil, Bharat
Petroleum and Hindustan
Petroleum have an ambitious
plan to open nearly 4,500 fuel
outlets across Gujarat, an offi-
cial said on Saturday.

Talking to reporters here,
Indian Oil chief regional man-
ager Sunil Vikramsingh said,
"To meet the increasing require-
ments of customers on high-
ways, agricultural sector prod-
ucts and industries, it was
observed necessary to open
such fuel outlets in the state."

"IOCL, BPCL and HPCL
have an ambitious plan to open
nearly 4,500 fuel outlets in the
state," he said.

About 3 to 4 fuel outlets will
be opened near the Statue of
Unity, dedicated to Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel and the
world's tallest statue, at Kevadiya
in neighbouring Narmada dis-
trict, he added.

More than three lakh visi-
tors have already visited the site.
Therefore, opening of three to
four fuel outlets will help the
tourists, the official said.

The OMCs (oil marketing
companies) plan to expand in

tier II and III cities as well as
rural areas, interior areas and
remote areas as they lack pres-
ence in these geographies.

The Indian Oil will set up
128 retail outlets, with Bharat
Petroleum 50 and Hindustan
Petroleum 49 in Vadodara dis-
trict of Gujarat.

"All these OMCs are set to
expand their fuel retail network
after a gap of nearly four years,
which is due to eight per cent
annual growth in sale of petrol
and four per cent in diesel,"
Vikramsingh said.

The OMCs have formally
announced their plans and bid-
ding process for inviting tenders
has also started, he said, adding
that each fuel outlet will cost
between 60 lakh to ¥3 crore
depending on their location.

"The OMCs for the first
time have come together to
work on such a scale to avoid
duplication and eating into each
other's business," he added.

Retail outlets opened after
2014 were largely through the
revival of old stations or restora-
tion of dealerships that had been
terminated because of non-
performance since 2005. PTI
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Oil PSUs to add 4,500 petrol pumps
across Gujarat

PRESS TRUSTOF INDIA
Vadodara (Gujarat), 8 December

Public sector oil companies Indian Oil,
Bharat Petroleum and Hindustan
Petroleum have an ambitious plan to
open nearly 4,500 fuel outlets across
Gujarat, an official said on Saturday.
Talking to reporters, Indian Oil
Chief Regional Manager Sunil
Vikramsingh said, “To meet the
increasing requirements of customers
on highways, agricultural sector prod-
ucts and industries, it was necessary
to open fuel outlets in the state.”
“IOCL, BPCL and HPCL have an
ambitious plan to open nearly 4,500
fuel outlets in the state,” he said.

About three-four outlets will be
opened near the Statue of Unity, he
added.

More than three lakh visitors have
already visited the site. Therefore,
opening of three to four fuel outlets
will help the tourists, the official said.

The oil marketing companies
(OMCs) plan to expand in tier-1I and
tier-1II cities, and rural areas as they
lack presence in these geographies.

10CL will set up 128 retail outlets,
with BPCL 50 and Hindustan
Petroleum 49 outlets in Vadodara.

“All these OMCs are set to expand
their fuel retail network after a gap of
nearly four years, which isduetoan 8
per cent annual growth in sale of

petrol and 4 per cent in diesel,”
Vikramsingh added.

The OMCs have formally
announced their plans and the bid-
ding process for inviting tenders has
also started, he said, adding each fuel
outlet will cost between ¥6 million
to 330 million, depending on their
location.

“The OMCs, for the first time, have
come together to work on such a scale
to avoid duplication and eating into
each other’s business,” he added.
Retail outlets opened after 2014 were
largely through the revival of old sta-
tions or restoration of dealerships that
had been terminated because of non-
performance since 2005.
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