HINDUSTAN TIMES, Delhi, 19.8.2018

Page No. 12, Size:(12.25)cms X (11.79)cms.

= Oil and Natural Gas Corporation celebrated its 63
Anniversary across all regions and work centers in the
counfry. At the corporate headquarters in Dehradun,
ONGC Foundation Day was organised at a grand scale.
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= Oil and Natural
Gas Corporation

b Limited (ONGC)
celebrated the
72" Independence
Day at all its work
locations across
India with patriotic
zeal. Addressing
the employees
from Corporate
Headquarters at
Dehradun, ONGC
CMD Shashi
Shanker urged all
ONGC employees
to focus efforts for
achieving energy
independence for
the country.
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Sudan wants OVL to
withdraw oil dues case
NEW DELHI

Sudan has asked ONGC
Videsh Ltd. (OVL) to
withdraw its case against the
African nation in an
international arbitration
court for recovery of over
$400 million in unpaid oil
dues, saying it is making
efforts to mitigate the
default. OVL, however, wants
to continue with the
arbitration while the two
sides work out a suitable
mechanism to resolve the
issue, the company said in a
statement here.
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Crisismanagement panel reviews Kerala operations

STATESMANNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 18 AUGUST

As Kerala fights its worst-ever
floods, theNational Crisis Man-
agement Committee (NCMC)
met for the third consecutive
day on Saturdayto review res-
cueandreliefoperations being
camied outtosavelivesand prop-
erty inthe state.

The meeting held under
the chairmanship of Cabinet
Secretary PK ,inavideo
conference with the Kerala
Chief Secretary, discussed the
current flood situation and
deployment of rescue teams,
motorboats, helicopters, life
jackets; provisionoffood, water
and medicines; and restoration
of power, telecomand transport
links wherever they were dis-
rupted, the Home Ministry
said. Inwar-like efforts, 67 hel-
icopters, 24 aircraft, 548 motor-
boatsand thousandsofrescue
personnel from Indian Navy,

Army, Air Force, National Dis-
aster Response Force (NDRF),
Coast Guard, other CAPFs,
havebeenpressedintoservice
torescue and evacuate people
fromsubmerged areastorelief
camps and for distribution of
relief materials.
Morethan6,900lifejackets,
3,000 lifebuoys, 167 inflatable
tower lights, 2,100 raincoats,
1,300 gumbootsand 153 chain
saws have been provided as per
the request of the state gov-
ernment. The Cabinet Secre-
tary directed five more heli-
copterstobemobilised by IAE
Navyand ONGC whichwillbe
pressed into service by Sunday.
Additional motorboatshave
also been put on standby for
deployment. So far, various
Central Ministries have made
available food, waterand med-
icines which include 3,00,000
food packets, 6,00,000 MT of
milk, 14,00,000 litres of drink-
ing water, 150 potable water
purification kitswith capacity
of 1,00,000 litres each. Rail-
ways said trains have been
runningto Thiruvananthapu-
ram via Erode and Madurai.

Itoffered toruma specialfood
vananthapuram to Ernakulam
asper the requirements of the
state government to distribute
food and medicines to all the
stations on the way.

At the review meeting, it
wasdecided to make the Naval
airstrip at Kochi functional for
commercial flightsby 20 August.
Themeetingalsoreviewed var-
ious measures to restore
lines, petrolpumps, LPG, health
facilities and toprovide necessary
medicines, food and fodder etc.,
withfull support fromthe con-
cernedCentralMinistries. With
aviewtoimprove telephonecon-
nectivity, the Departmentof Tele-
com has enabled intra-circle
roamingwhichwill enable sub-
scribersofone service provider
toaccessmobile towers of other
service providers. All theoper-
ators have offered free data
and SMS facility from Friday.
Mobile towers called ‘Cellular
on Wheels’ are also being
deployed to ensure that no
block remains unconnected.

The Ministry of Health has
ready emergency medicines

andmedical teamsfordeploy-
ment as soon as flood waters
recede. The Cabinet Secretary
directed that there should be
proper coordination and dis-
tributionofthereliefmaterials
whicharebeingoffered byvar-
ious state governments and
other agencies. Thestate chief
secretary while appreciating
timely Central assistance, said
there is some respite fromthe
rainfall and water levels in the
dam reservoirs are stabilising.
As per IMD forecast, rainfall is
expected torecede furtherbar-
ring in one or two districts.
The meeting was attended
by Secretaries of Central Min-
istries including Home, Health,
CivilAviation, Food Processing,
Telecom, WaterResourcesand
senior officers of Army, Navy, Air
Force, Coast Guard, NDRE

Authority (NDMA), Chairman,
Central Water Commission
(CWC) andothersenior officers.
Keralaparticipated over video
conferencerepresentedbythe
Chief Secretary and his team.
TheNCMCwillmeetagain on
Sundaytoreviewthesituation.
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Modi needs Atal
resolve to bite PSU
privatisation bullet

MANISH ANAND @ New Delhi

PRIME Minister Narendra
Modi is seemingly yet torepli-
cate the bold decision taken by
his ‘guru’, the late Atal Bihari
Vajpayee, to privatise loss-
making public sector units
(PSUs).

Unlike Vajpayee, whodidn't
flinch despite strident opposi-
tion from within the saffron
camp against privatisation,
Modi is yet to take proposals
for strategic disinvestment to
logical conclusions.

Modi has more than once
stated that Vajpayee was his
idol in administration. The
late leader left a signature
stamp on economic adminis-
tration by going the wholehog
and handin g over a number of
PSUs to private companies.

Vajpayee constituted asepa-
rate Ministry of Disinvest-
ment headed by Arun Shourie
and despite pressure from the
RSS and its various wings, he
went ahead with privatisa-
tion. Later, the UPA Govern-
mentled by Manmohan Singh
consigned the disinvestment
agenda to a mere department
and instructed it not to touch
any of the PSUs.

Under the Modi Govern-
ment, the disinvestment de-
partment under the Ministry
of Finance continues in its
dormant role despite the NITI
Aayog pushing for revival of
the Vajpayee-era privatisation
push to boost the economy.

“From 2016 onwards, the
NITI Aayog has submitted a
list of 40 loss-making PSUsfor
strategic disinvestment, in-
cluding selling to private
firms. The proposal included
Air India, which got the Cabi-
net nod as well. But there ap-

Privatisation in
Vajpayee’s time

Some of the PSUs privatised
by the Vajpayee Government:

Bharat Aluminium Co.
Ltd

Videsh Sanchar Nigam
Ltd

Hindustan Zinc Ltd
HTL Ltd
Maruti Udyog
Modern Food Industries
CMCLtd
171TDC hotels

pears to be no decisive will,
which had been seen in Vaj-
payee's tenure, to take the
agenda forward,” said a sen-
ior NITT Aayog official
However, the Modi Govern-
ment has diluted equity of
several PSUs, including oil
firms, to shore up revenue.
While privatisation defined
Vajpayee's clearly thought out
economic reforms with sig-
nals to private firms that the
government had confidence in
them, Modi's tenure is marked
with implementation of ideas
conceptualised previously
“The Modi Government has
largely put in place a legisla-
tive framework for recovery
of bad debt and combating
black money and corporate
corruption. His major eco-
nomic achievements are de-
monetisationand GST rollout.
The economic significance of
demonetisation is not yet cer-
tain ..while GST had been in
the making since Vajpayee's
time,” said the Aayog official.
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