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NEW DELHI: Auto fuels soared to
another record levels on Friday
with petrol in Delhi surging to
10189 per litre and diesel at
90.17 as state-run retailers
raised their rates by 25 paise
and 30 paise, respectively, even
as international oil market sof-
ten on prospects of supply ease
by the oil cartel.

Recent spike in pump prices
of petrol and diesel started last
week due to a spike in interna-
tional oil prices as benchmark
Brent crude breached $80 a bar-
rel, a three-year high, on Tues-
day due to rising demand and
supply concerns. Subsequently,

Brent retreated and on Friday
trade it fell to $77.55 per barrel
on the prospect of supply ease
by the Organisation of the
Petroleum Exporting Countries
and its allies, including Russia
(together known as OPEC+),
which is meeting on Monday.
The previous record rates of
petrol and diesel were reported
in mid-July at ¥101.84 per litre
and IB9.87, respectively, when
benchmark Brent crude was
around $73 a barrel. After stay-
ing at that level for about a
month, the two fuels saw grad-
ual rate reductions—petrol by
65 paise per litre and diesel by
.25—between mid-August and
early September after Brent sof-
ten to $68.23 per barrel on

Sri Ganganagar in Rajasthan saw petrol price rise to ¥13.73a
litre and diesel to T103.9 per litre.

August18.

The recent hike in pump pri-
ces started from last Sunday.
After keeping fuel rates frozen

HT

for 18 days since September 6,
oil companies first started rais-
ing diesel price in small doses
from September 24. Northward

movement of petrol prices,
however, started a bit late, from
September 28.

While diesel crossed ¥90 a
litre for the first time in Delhi, it
has already crossed 100 mark
in Rajasthan’s Sri Ganganagar
(X103.9 per litre). While the
benchmark automobile fuel pri-
ces for the country are set by the
Indian Oil Corp. Ltd (IOCL) in
Delhi, retail prices vary from
place to place due to local levies.

Prices are also moving up
because the rupee is depreciat-
ing against the dollar, which
makes imports costlier,
the executive said. India
imports more than 80% of crude
oil it processes and pays in US
dollars.
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‘Nearly 17 MT of surplus foodgrains
to be used for ethanol making’

The government on Friday said around 17 million tonnes of
surplus foodgrains will be utilised, apart from sugarcane
molasses, for manufacturing ethanol to achieve the target of
20% blending with petrol by 2025. Addressing a webinar
organised by sugar industry body I5MA, Food Secretary
Sudhanshu Pandey said the government is encouraging
ethanol production not only from molasses but also from
foodgrains like maize and rice to achieve the blending
targets.




. . Free
City Gas Cos set to raise rates 8 Bureau
PressJournal

City gas cos set to raise rates

INFORMIST . . 0 3
e ATF prices hiked 5.8% on crude spiral
Aviation turbine fuel (ATF) or jet fuel price on Friday
City gas distribution play- was hiked by a steep 5.8% in line with rise in

ers Indraprastha Gas Ltd
and Mahanagar Gas Ltd
are set to increase prices
of compressed natural
gas (CNG) and piped nat-
ural gas (PNG) for house-
holds following a stecp
62% hike in domestic nat-
ural gas prices for Oct-
Mar, sources with direct
knowledge of the matter
told Informist.

The price increases by
the two city gas players 2 5 z
arecxpected withina day — Petrol at all-time high, diesel crosses Rs 100-mark
or two and both the com-
paniecs are currently in mmmammmmaﬂmhcghmﬂnmmmfndayafwm
the process of finalising  were hﬂted?am paise and 30 paise a litre, respectively.
the quantum of the price mDeﬂumsennshng!meverlevdofRlelBQaWeaMmRs
hikes. 10795|nMumha| according to a price notification of state-owned fuel retailers.

Sources, however, de- Dlesellatesmom:dndareoordhnghofks%ﬂmDelluandRsWMmMunbaa
clined to divulge the like- Prices differ from state to state depending on the incdence of local taxes.
ly increases in prices of The third inarease in its rates this week has sent petrol prices above Rs 100 in most major
CNG and domestic piped cities of the country.
gas.

international oil prices.

ATF price in Delhi was increased by Rs 3,972.94 per
kilolitre, or 5.79%, to Rs 72,582.16 per kl, according to
a price notification of state-owned fuel retailers.

Jet fuel prices are revised every fortnight in line with
international benchmarks.

In Mumbai, aviation turbine fuel now costs Rs
70,880.33 per kl.

Rates differ from state to state depending on local
taxes.

The hike follows international oil prices rising to a
near three-year high on return of demand.
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Continues Rise In Price of Petrol and Diesel
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HPCL, ICICI Bank partner for fuel payments

Hindustan Petroleum Corporation Limited (HPCL) is partnering with
ICICI Bank, which will allow customers to use their ICIC Bank
FASTag to pay for fuel and lubricants at HPCL retail outlets. 1CICI
Bank FASTag CV users will have a fully digitized and contactless
experience and will enjoy the convenience of having ONE tag for
fuel, toll & parking payments. HPCL is the first OMC to enable
FASTaq for fuel purchases by retail as well as commercial
customers at its 19000 outlets pan-india. With this, the cashless
transactions are expected to get further boost. FASTag camies out
electronic tolling and other ancillary projects of NHAL National
Payments Corporation of India (NPO), IHMCL and NHAI are
working together to make state and national highway toll payments
completely digital. The collaboration of I0C] Bank and HPCL further
sirengthens digital payments for FASTag. Such initiatives not enly
bolster Government's Digital India campaign but also enhance
customer experience for easy payments at HPCL Retail Outlets.
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Fuel prices hit new high; petrol hits Rs 101.89 in Delhi ET 9 Bureau

M Fuel Prices Hit New High;
Petrol Hits ¥101.89 in Delhi

NEW DELHI Petrol and diesel prices
E set new records on Friday after
refinersraised rates by 25-30 paise

per litre. In Delhi, petrol now costs
Rs101.89 per litre and diesel Rs 90.17. Harden-
ing global oll prices have contributed to the
series of price hikes thisweek. In all, petrol and
diesel prices haverisen by 70 paiseand Rs1.5
per litre, respectively, thisweek. Crudeoil is
trading around $78 a barrel after rising above
$80 for the first time in 3 years earlier this
week -0ur Bureau
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IGL Hikes CNG Price by 5% on Rising NatGas Prices ET 9 Bureau

M IGL Hikes CNG Price by 5%
on Rising NatGas Prices

NEW DELHI Indraprastha Gas (IGL)

has raised the prices of compressed

natural gas (CNG) by 5% and piped

natural gas (PNG) by 7% following a
sharp increase in domestic natural gas price by
the government IGL hasraised therate of CNG,
used for transport, in Delhi by Rs 2.28 per kg to
Rs 47 48 per kg InNoida, Greater Noida and
Ghaziabad, therateshaverisenbyRs 255 per
kg toRs53.45, IGL sald In a statement. The
price of PNG, used for cooking, has beenin-
creased by Rs 2.10 per standard cubic meter to
Rs 33.01 per standard cubic meter. The new
rate inNoida, Greater Noida and Ghaziabad
would be Rs. 32 86. -0ur Bureau




Sept Petrol Sales Race Past Pre-covid level, diesel down ET 9 Choudhary

M Sept Petrol Sales Race Past
Pre-Covid Level, Diesel Down

NEW DELHI The demand for petrol
surged 9% above the pre-pandemic
levelin Sept while that for diesel
stayed 6.5% lower,inasignof
divergent recovery paths the two fuels have
taken following the easing of Covid-19re-
strictions. Petrolsalesrose 6.6% year-on-year

in September while diesel rose barely 1% over

lastyear, as per the preliminary sales data
from state-runoil companies that control
nearly S0% of the fuel retall market. Jet fuel
sales inthe month jumped 24% year on year
but stayed 40% below the pre-pandemic level

of September 2019 .~Sanjeev Choudhary
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Jet fuel price
hiked by 5.8%

ATF OR JET fuel price on
Friday was hiked by a steep
5.8% In linewith rise in
international oil prices.
aviation turbine fuel (ATF)
price in Delhi was increased
by ¥3,972.94 per kilolitre,
or5.79%,tof725582.16
per kl,according toa price
notification of state-owned
fuel retailers.




PLI) scheme for the automo-
bile sectorwould lead to fresh
investments of $42,500 crore
intheautomotive industry and
create 7.5 lakh additional jobs.
The ministersaid several global
brands are entering India to
produce electric vehicles at a
mass scale.

There was a massive
response in the domesticmarket
for electric scooters from star-
tups with a company recently
settinga record of one lakh units
booked worth $1,100 crore, he
said. The minister said electric
two-wheelersales inthe country
was at 13,335 units during July
2021, which was a massive
229% month-on-month jump
and an 83606 year-on-year leap
in registrations, which was
extremely encouraging.

He expected people to
slowly move away from diesel
and petrol vehicles.Gadkariwas

speaking at the annual Sympo-
sium on International Automo-

tive Technology (SIAT) 2021
beingorganized virtually by the
Automotive Research Associa-
tion of India with SAE India on
‘Future Trends for Mobility"

In the case of lithium-ion
batteries, the country can gen-
erate 81% of thevalue inIndia
and there is a need to work
alternatives such as alu-
minium ion, zinc ion sodium-
ion batteries. He urged the
Automotive Research Associa-
tion of India towork on battery
alternatives and join hands
withISRO,DRDO and ITs that
were working on indigenous
development of low-cost bat-
terytechnology. Tosupport the
EV ecosystem, the NHAI was
developing electric wehicle
charging infrastructure along
the highway to promote the
use of EVs, he said.,
Simultaneouslythe country

tion of the vehicle on 100%
ethanol and petrol. The flex
engine-based wvehicles were
running in the US, Brazil and
Canada with 83% of the light
vehicles in Brazil running with
flex engines, Gadkari said. He
wanted India tomoveon asim-
ilar path. Brazil was also using
ethanol for aviation and India
too should looking at using
bioethanol for aviation would
beagame-changer, he said.

Gadkari said there was a
need to find appropriate and
affordable technology for the
generation, transportationand
storage of green Hydrogen.
MoRTH had already notified
standards for emission and
safety of hydrogen. He urged
the auto industry to tap the
expertise of ISRO and I0CLin
handling hydrogen. He
stressed developing low-cost
electrolysers which could be a
game-schanger in Hydrogen
fuel adoption.

. . . Fi ial
Global Brands entering India to Make EVs: Gadkari Emanc1a 5 Bureau
Xpress
Global brands enteri
L ] L]
.
India to make EVs: Gadkari
FE BUREAL also needs to work on alterna-
Pune, October 1 tive fuels such as ethanol,
methanol, bio CNG, LNG, 5-
HITIN GADKARI, UMION min- CNG and green hydrogen fuel,
ister for road transport and he suggested. The government
highways, on Friday, said the was planning to introduce flex-
roduction linked Incentive fuelvehicles which allowopera-
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Ethanol consumption set to rise as govt
looks to increase rate of fuel blending

FE BUREAU
Pune, October 1

FOOD SECRETARY SUDHAN-
SHU Pandey on Fridaysaid the
country’s fuel ethanol con-
sumption is set to rise and the
government is targeting the
implementation of motor fuel
blending at the rate of E20
(20:80 ethanol: gasoline) by
the year 2024. Motor fuel
blending of 200 will become
mandatory from 2025, he said.

While delivering the inau-
gural addressing an event
organised by the Indian Sugar
Mills Association (Isma), he
said that the government has
come out with regulations for
the automaobile sector accord-
ing to which, E10 (10:90
ethanol: gasoline) has already
been allowed.

By 2025, the 20% fuel
blending target shall be
achieved by using 17 million
tonne of foodgrains, which is
also surplus. This move will
help farmers, industry and the
environment.

“Currently the country has
90 million tonne of foodstock

Food secretary
Sudhanshu Pandey

in public stock holding. Many
countries thought that stock is
burdening the market. But
during the Covid-19 pan-
demic, almost &0 million
tonne of foodgrains were dis-
tributed free of cost to 500
million people. Thishelped the
country fight Covid-19 pan-
demicin an effective way. Now
India will be moving towards
E20 target by using about 17
million tonne of foodgrains for
ethanol production,” he said.

The country also intends to
move fowards flexifuel
engines so that higher level of
blending is permitted in the
country, he declared. Pandey
said that the automobile
industry has been invited to
bring in technology which is
already available globally so
that surplus foodgrains and
sugarcane are used, providing
relief to all stakeholders in the
entire eco system.

Outlining India’s journey
towards the use of ethanol, he
said that a policy was made to
divert excess production to
ethanol production. “The
industrycame forward inabig
way and last year 2 million
tonne of sugar were diverted
towards ethanol production.
This yearwe hope to divert 3.5
million tonne and next year &
million tonne of sugar will be
reduced and diverted towards
ethanol production.

“India started this journey
very late and the country was
notsure about achieving a bal-
ance between sugar and
ethanol. With our own con-
sumption of 26 million tonne,

wewere producing 40-45 lakh
tonne of surplus sugar every
year,” he pointed out. With
sugar prices remaining
depressed, the impact was felt
by farmers with delayed pay-
ments and mounting arrears.

Abhinash Verma, director
general, Isma, stated that India
has become a surplus sugar
producer in the last 10 years.
The country is expected to pro-
duce 31 million tonne of sugar
inthe 2021-22 seasonwithan
estimated sugar consumption
of 26.5 million tonne and
exports of 6 million tonne, he
said. The closing balance as on
September 30, Is 7 million
tonne, he added.

To reduce surplus sugar,
mills are diverting to produc-
tion of ethanol and opting for
exports, he said. With incen-
tives coming from the govern-
ment, the industry is targeting
the production of 14 billion
litres of ethanol by 2025 from
3.5 billion litres of annual
capacity in 2018. The target is
to divert 6 million tonne of
surplus to ethanol by 2025 he
said.
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Demand for fuel and power
grows but at slower pace

REUTERS
Chennai, 10ctober

India’s fuel and electricity
consumption grew at a slower
pace in September compared
with August, government data
showed on Friday, despite a
recovery in factory activity.

Sale of gasoil, which
accounts for about two-fifths
of India’s refined fuel demand,
by state retailers rose 0.79 per
cent in September, prelimi-
nary government data
showed. Gasoil sales rose 16
per cent in August compared
with last year.

Electricity consumption
rose 08 per cent in
September, compared with

Sale of gasoil, which accounts
for about two-fifths of India’s
refined fuel demand, by state
retailers rose 0.79 per cent in
September

17.1 per cent growth in August,
data from federal grid regula-

tor POSOCO showed.

India’s factory activity
improved last month as a
recovery in the economy from
the pandemic-induced slump
boosted demand and output,
a private survey showed on
Friday.

It was not immediately
clear why there was a slump
in the pace of energy demand
growth.

Gasoline sales rose 6.57 per
cent in September, compared
with a 13.6 per cent rise in
August.

State-run Indian Oil Corp,
Hindustan Petroleum Corp
and Bharat Petroleum Corp
own about 90 per cent of the
country’s retail fuel outlets.
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PMUY 2.0 target breached
asrequests top 10 million

0il ministry to seek nod to go beyond Budgeted target

TWESH MISHRA
Hew Delhi, 1 Octa ber

The Ministry af Petroleum
and Matural Gas has got
mare than 10 million appli-
cations For cooking gas con-
nections under the second
leg of the Pradhan Mantri
Ujjwala Yojana (PMUY 200,
With this, the target for dis-
bursing 10 million new con-
fections set in the Budget
2021 has been breached.,

“We will seek post-facto .

approvalks for dishusing con-
nections inexcess ol the tar-
get. No eligible beneficiary
will be denled a connection,”
an all ministry official told
Business Standard,

In her Budget 2021
speech, Flnance Minister
Mirmala Sitharaman had
said, “Ujiwala Scheme which
has benefited S0 million
househalds will be extended
toeover 10 million more ben-
eficiaries.”

After that PMUY 2.0 was
launched, with a focus on
giving connections  to
migrant families that find it
harder to furnish proof of
address dociiments,

To make this leg of the
programme  even  mare
affordable, the lirst LPG oyl-
inder refill and hotplate
{amounting to around ¥, 800
for both) is free, This is in
additon to the 600
upfront amount that is
walved for PMLY 2.0 benefi-
claries,

A Nagship scheme of the
povernment, PMUY was
launched to make Liquefied
Petralewm Gas {LPG) avail-
able to the rural and
deprived househaolds, These
lower-ineome families were

WeﬂBengaI ..................................
Gujarat 281,000

STEPPING ON THE GAS

300 mn LPG consumers
expected in India by
March 2022

2072 millionof these will
be non-PMUY consumers

99.8% LPGcoverage in |
ndia till April 2021, from 62%
in May20i

earlier using traditional
cooking fuels such as fire-
wood, coal, and cow-dung
cakes among others. The
scheme was launched on
May 1, 2006, in Uttar
Pradesh's Ballia by Prime
Minister Marendra Modi.
Since these connections
were targeted for lower-
income households, they
were offered without an
upfrant cost being borne by
the beneficlary. This amaount

[ 1 .
. ' 4

L]

was instead loaned by oil
companies who then recov-
ered It from the subsidy
which was accrued on sub-
sequent LPG refills that ben-
eficiaries bought at full price.
Sensing that PMUY benefici-
aries were unable to bear the
cost of LPG cylinders at full
price, the government
decided that oll com panies
should forego the recovery af
these interest free loans,

The PMUY target was
achieved on Seprember 7,
2009, when Modi handed
over the 80 millionth con-
nection In  Aurangabad,
Maharashtra, According to
official data, over 83 million
connections have been dis-
bursed under the first phase
of PMUY till date,

This led to anincrease in
India's LPG coverage from 62
per cent an May 1, 2016, o
Q9.8 per cent as on April 1,
2021, The gap Is expected to
b Filled with PMUTY 2.0

As af Seplember 15, the
highest numberof PMUY 2.0
connections have been dis-
bursed in Bihar (605,000,
while West Bengal {334,000}
comes second and Gujarat
{281,000 third,
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‘Ethanol production

absorbed 2 MT of sugar’

‘Current season may see 3.5 MT used’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
COIMBATORE

Almost two million tonnes
(MT) of sugar were diverted
for ethanol production dur-
ing the last sugar season
(October 2020 to Septem-
ber 2021), Sudhanshu Pan-
dey, Food Secretary, said at
a webinar on sugar output
on Friday.

During the current sea-
son, which started on Fri-
day, about 3.5 MT of sugar
are expected to be used for
ethanol production in the
country.

“[The] ethanol journey
has just begun. And, we
look forward o new techno-
logical interventons in fu-
ture, and align our policies
and programmes in a man-
ner that we make the best of

these value chains and en-
rich all stakeholders... and
aleo help economies not on-
ly in India but globally o
prosper,” he said.

Abinash Verma, Director
General of the Indian Sugar
Mills Association, said the
opening stock for the cur-
rent sugar season is 8.5 MT
and production is estimated
to b 31 MT. Exports would
account for close to six mil-
lon tonmnes.




Rise in petrol and diesel prices Amar Ujala 1 Bureau
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Increase in prices of PNG by Rs 2.10 and CNG by Rs
2.28
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Comercial cylinder get costly by Rs 43.5 Amar Ujala 1 Bureau
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In Delhi price of CNG-PNG increased
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Price rate of commercial LPG, Petrol and CNG-PNG Nav Bharat
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