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Fuel consumption in
India rebounds in June

Fuel consumption rose 1.5 per cent to 16.33 MT in June

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: Indias fuel
demand rebounded in June after
slumping to a nine-month low
in the previous month as restric-
tions to curb the spread of the
pandemic were eased, helping
economic activity and mobility
to pick up.

Fuel consumption rose 1.5
per cent to 16.33 million tonnes
in June from a year earlier and
by 8 per cent over May 2021,
data from the Petroleum Plan-
ning and Analysis Cell (PPAC)
of Ministry of Petroleum and
Natural Gas showed.

Petrol sales rose 5.6 per
cent year-on-year to 2.4 mil-
lion tonnes (MT) in June. It was
up 21 per cent from May sales
of 1.99 million tonnes.

Diesel - the most used fuel
in the country - rose 12 per cent
from May to 6.2 million tonnes,
but was down 1.5 per cent from
June 2020 and 18.8 per cent

Petrol crosses T100-mark in

from June 2019.

This is the first monthly
increase since March.

Fuel demand had recovered
to near-normal levels in March
before the onset of the second
wave of COVID-19 infections
led to the re-imposition of
lockdowns in different states,
stalling mobility and muting
economic activity. Consump-
tion in May slumped to its low-
est since August last year amid
lockdowns and restrictions in
several states.

- ey

Fuel demand showed signs
of resurgence in June after
restrictions began to be eased
and the economy gathered pace.

With COVID case addition
continuing to decline and vac-
cination pace picking up, state
governments have continued
to reopen, though some excep-
tions such as Maharashtra exist.

‘The then Oil Minister Dhar-
mendra Pradhan had last month
stated that India’s fuel demand
would recover to pre-pandemic
levels by the end of 2021.

“Weare confident by the end
of this calendar year we will be
ina position to restore our origi-
nal (pre-COVID) consumption
behaviour,” Pradhan said.

Consumption of LPG, the
only fuel which showed growth
even during the first lockdown
because of free supplies by the
government to the poor, rose
9.7 per cent year on year to 2.26
million tonnes. It was up 26.3
per cent over June 2019.

With airlines yet to resume
full-scale operations because of
travel restrictions around the
globe, jet fuel sales at 2,58,000
tonnes was up 16.2 per cent year
on year but 61.7 per cent lower
than June of 2019.

Naphtha sales dropped by
about 3.1 per cent to 1.19 mil-
lion tonnes while sale of bitu-
men - used for making roads,
were down 32 per cent at
5,09,000 tonnes. Fuel oil con-
sumption rose 1.9 per cent to
5,33,000 tonnes.

UP, Chhattisgarh and Nagaland

NEW DELHI: Petrol price
on Saturday crossed the Rs
100-per-litre mark in some
places in Uttar Pradesh, Chhat-
tisgarh and Nagaland after fuel
prices were hiked yet again.

Petrol price was hiked by
35 paise per litre and diesel by
26 paise, according to a price
notification of state-owned fuel
retailers.

This took fuel prices across
the country to a fresh high.

In Delhi, petrol price rose
to Rs 100.91 a litre and diesel
to Rs 89.88 per litre.

The increase led to petrol
price surge above Rs 100 per-

litre- mark in Rampur district
of Uttar Pradesh, Kanker, Jash-
pur and Narayanpur districts
of Chhattisgarh and Kohima
in Nagaland.

The three states are in a
growing list of places where
the fuel is at over Rs 100-a-litre
mark. States where petrol had
reached those levels over the
past few weeks are Rajasthan,

Madhya Pradesh, Maharash-
tra, Andhra Pradesh, Telan-
gana, Karnataka, Jammu and
Kashmir, Odisha, Tamil Nadu,
Kerala, Bihar, Punjab, Ladakh,
Sikkim and Puducherry.
Diesel, the most used fuel in
the country, is above that level
in some places in Rajasthan,
Odisha and Madhya Pradesh.
Earlier this week, Oil Minis-
ter Hardeep Singh Puri refused
to comment on the issue unless
he was fully briefed. “Give me
some time. I need to be briefed
on the issues,” he had said soon
after taking charge of the min-
istry on July 8. PTI
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Fuel price hike: Congress 1®
step up countrywide protest

Centre earned Rs 4.91 lakh cr revenue as fuel
prices hiked 69 times this vear: Adhir

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: As there is no
relief from the continued rise
in fuel prices, the Congress has
planned to further intensify its
ongoing massive countrywide
protest to build a pressure on
the government, which is led
by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, to bring down the prices
of petroleum products.

According to party leaders,
senior leaders have been tasked
to hold a series of protests along
with press conferences across
the country to intensify their
stir against the government at
the Centre as the price of pet-
rol has breached Rs 100 mark
in almost every city of the
country.

Meanwhile,  Congress
leader in Lok Sabha Adhir
Ranjan Chowdhury claimed
that the Centre has earned Rs
4.91 lakh crore revenue as pet-
rol and diesel prices have been
hiked 69 times since January 1
this year.

Adhir Ronjan Chowdhury

However, Chowdhury has
urged the TMC government in
the state to follow the footsteps
of the Chhattisgarh adminis-
tration and do away with value
added taxes (VAT) to reduce
fuel prices. “Unmindful of the
sufferings of the people, the
Narendra Modi government
in Delhi has effected 69 hikes
in petrol and diesel prices since
January 1 and earned Rs 4.91
lakh crore revenue,” he said,
adding, “The BJP government
is not showing any concern for
the plight of the common man.
We urge the Centre to roll back
fuel price hike."

In continuation to the series
of protests, Congress on Satur-
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day hold protests against the
fuel price hike in the states of
Maharashtra and Haryana, etc,
In Haryana, AICC in-
charge for the state affairs
Vivek Bansal and state unit
chief Kumari Selja led the state-
level protest at Charkhi Dadri.
Moving on cycles besides carts
pulled by bullocks, mules and
camels, the Congress leaders
and workers took out a rally
from the Janata College sta-
dium to the heart of the city.
In Maharashtra, the party
leaders and workers have
planned to take out cycle yatra
at district levels and proces-
sions at the state level. A signa-
ture campaign will also be run
at all petrol pumps across the

country, demanding a red
tion in fuel prices. \:l

In a unfortunate incide
a bullock cart protest organ-
ised against rising fuel prices by
Mumbai Congress chief Bhai
Jagtap came to an abrupt end
after the overloaded cart came
crashing down on Saturday.
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Fuel demand rebounds in June

India's fuel demand rebounded in June after
o slumping toa nine-month low in the previous
month as restrictions to curb the spread of the
pandemic were eased, helping economic
activity and mobility to pick up. Fuel consumption rose

1.5%to 16.33 million tonne in June from a year earlier and

by 8% over May 2021, data from the Petroleum Planning
and Analysis Cell (PPAC) of Ministry of Petroleum and
Matural Gas showed. Petrol sales rose 5.6%
year-on-yearto 2.4 million tonne inJune. ltwas up 21%
from May sales of 1.99 million tonne. Diesel — the most
used fuelin the country — rose 12% from May to 6.2
million tonne, but was down 1.5% from June 2020 and
18.8% from June 201%. This is the first monthly increase

since March.PAGE 3

® FIRST MONTHLY RISE SINCE MARCH
India’s fuel demand rebounds in June

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, July 10

INDIA'S FUEL DEMAND
rebounded in June after
slumpingtoa nine-month low
in the previous month as
restrictions to curb the spread
of the pandemic were eased,
helpingeconomicactivity and
mobility to pick up.

Fuel consumption rose
1.5%1t016.33 million tonnein
June from a year earlier and by
8% over May 2021, data from
the Petroleum Planning and
Analysis Cell (PPAC) of Min-
istry of Petroleum and Natural
Gas showed,

Petrol salesrose 5 6%year
on-yearto 2.4 milliontonnein
June. It was up 21% from May
sales of 1.99 million tonne.

Diesel — the most used fuel
in the country — rose 12%
fromMay to 6.2million tonne,
butwasdown 1.5% fromJune

2020 and 18.8% from
June 2019,

This is the first monthly
increase since March.

Fuel demand had recovered
to near-normal levels in March
before the onset of the second
wave of Covid-19 infections
led to the re-imposition of
lockdowns in different states,

| Fuel consumption rose
1.5%t0 16.33 MT inJune
from a year earlier and by
8% over May 021, showed
data from PPAC

| Petrol sales rose 5.6%
year-on-year to 2.4 MTin
June

RECOVERY ON TRACK

m Diesel rose 12% from
May t0 6.2MT but was
down 1.5% from June
2020

® Consumption of LPG
rose 9.7% year on year to
2.26 MT. It was up 26.3%
over June 2019

stalling mobility and muting
economicactivity.

Consumption in May
slumped to its lowest since
August last year amid lock-
downs and restrictions in sev-
eral states.

Fud demand showed signs
of resurgence in June after

restrictions began to be
eased and the economy gath-
ered pace.

With Covid case addition
continuing todecline and vac-
cination pace picking up, state
governments have continued
to reopen, though some
exceptions such as Maharash-
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traexist.

The then oll minister Dhar-
mendra Pradhan had last
month stated that India's fuel
demand would recover to pre-
pandemic levels by the end of
2021.

“We are confident by the
end of this calendar year we
will be in a position to restore
ouroriginal (pre-Covid) con-
sumption behaviour,” Pradhan
said.

Consumption of LPG, the
only fuel which showed
growth even during the first
lockdown because of free sup-
plies bythe government tothe
poor,rose 9.7% yearon yearto
226 milliontonne.

It was up 26.3% over June
2019.

Withaidinesyet toresume
full-scale operations because
of travel restrictions around
the globe, jet fuel sales at
2,58,000 tonne was up 16.2%
yearonyear but 6 1.7% lower
than June of 2019,

Naphtha sales declined
by about 3.1% to 1.19 mil-
lion tonne while sales of bitu-
men - used formaking roads
— were down 32% at
5,09,000tonne. Fuel oil con-
sumption rose 19% to
5,33,000tonne.
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Fuel price surge continues, petrol at Rs100.91/L in Hindustan
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Fuel demand rebounded in India in June
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