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onGcC
Fear of 1 ax-SIappl ng Unfounded
International taxutlonare that controct by the Ol and Natural Gas
overy ots the Corporation (ONGC), Samsung set
right to levy taxes on income whose up o project office in Mumbai with
souree lies within its territory two Ttsapplication
(mmh).oronpummm sithmitted to RBI stated that the
in that territoey (residence rude). gdadhwuhlumblhhd
Under Seotion §of the IncomsTax and
(1-Ty Act, aTorehen company is Lable documents in conneotion with
mmmmmnrmdln constroction of offhore plat
through a business connec- form modification of existing
tion, or from & property or ONGOC.
or sogroe in Indla, o, the The Supreme Court held that sach
transfor of acupital assel in India. # project office was ot s PE. Itdid
forvign, andnosa ol tothe exocution of the
thess conditions apply. contract, and alsodid not
Huwever, a forelgn Ix 1k any expenditure t
bioto T ithana PE in ,The ! thbmw&‘!&i:nmdﬂum
tax ison the b attributuble tn Wi morely ey
this PE. In most tx treathes, the ph- activity and meant toact as s Balson
rusesignifiosafixod place of busi. nffice between O
ness which the business of The same principlo ply.1o
the Is curried on wholly any office sef up to the
ot I payt, and will typloally toclude Rules und address
abranchoffice, afactory or a place funetions of such
management within India, How- offices will boawdliary innature
wver, almostall trentles provide that andmtmwﬂ:nmnmemﬂ
the maintenance of an office only 1o of the
carry out or ! ﬂmhmhui-m
notivities will not make it PE. treat thess ufficns as PEs and no
the new rules regui- tax brden can be fiuste
vothat the threo officers nad on the forelgn intermediariss.
1 social modin
st be resident in The writer iy serior sttocate
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Assam CM for transfer of
ONGC assets to OIL
GUWAHATI

Assam Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma has requested
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
to consider transferring all
assets of the Oil and Natural
Gas Corporation in the
northeast to the Oil India
Limited because of the
latter's roots in the region.
The Chief Minister wrote to
the PM on June 5. A copy of
the letter was made available
on June 23. Assam and
Assam-Arakan Basin in the
northeast are the most
prolific sedimentary basins in
India. Both the public sector
OIL and ONGC are the major
operators in the region.
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Hurdles in class action

Incidents such as the recent ONGC barge disaster underline the absence of effective class action suits in India.
Tougher action on negligence and liability is vital if India is to improve its ease-of-doing-business rankings.

EXPERTS EXPLAIN

MANJEET KRIPALANI
8 KARTIK ASHTA

From Tha Fdian Exprass pansl
of speclelists, auiisie insght

THE FAMILIESof 71 peophe whowere kithed of-
ser Cyclone Taulkeae hattered ONGCs barge
weesels off Bombeay High Last moeeh bave e
ceived compensation up to Rs 2 Lakh from
ONGC,and beaween Rs 350khand Rs 75 lakh
from Mooes, which vas assged the projecy
conmtract, Thive devctors of ONCGC have been
and NHRC has issaed notsoes to the
Petroleum Mindstry, ONGC, and the Coast
Guand Asurviving engineer has flked a case of
onmenal neghgence against the decessed cip-
tainaftargs P08, which sank. Nesther ONGC
noe Aicuns have taken responsibility for the
foss of lhves.
Foe ;;vr 35 )\‘ars lnma 's Laess for nep&-

aeree
mordes 5o [mtr nk!) aml prrvuuxm [
e, and 10 reninise such iodents,

I thye ONGC msatney, thene is Rrre the fans-
dies cando xterms of persona injury sits, o
class action suits. Both these legal options are
weak in India. and vot considered 2 worth-
wihile excrcise

Howewes; they are necessary If india s m
enprove its ease af dosng business rankings,
especialyindisastier prevertion andrisk of e

How cansuch inodents be made prevent-
able. and i the eventuality of damage and
doash, howe can the parties be made responss-
e, wnhadaqnmqunpad?

feectionof such
.xmum.ﬁlm which is taken sersously in de-
weloped econommies, and which makes them
betterabades for employment and business?

This explaines looks at cirss action suits, a
ook extensively used in the US where indivad-
wals or sonall comimumities, aggrieved by the
actionsof s krge entity come sogether o exer-
o beggal options collectivele

Whiat are chass action sules?

Ackass acthon sult & a legal acoon oe cam
thae alkras ane ar many plaiffs to fe and
appear for a group af people with semila -
pevests, Soch a grouy s & “dass”,

A charss aonion sult dertves from represen-
tatre litigaton, t snsure gastice 10 the nd-

Agroup of survivors from theONGC barge disaster being rescued in May. fie peto

il 2

nasy indnidual against a p

oy sy

While class action suits have a lumtyda
ing back o the ESth certury, these wene for-
maily Incorporated (nzo law o the United
States in 19038 ander the Federal Rules of Covil
Procedure. Overthe yvears, dass action has be-
come sosuocessiul at carbing neghgenoe, that
It is Dow a part of US conpocane and Constimes
haves, ernvirommental iugacion, oo

The ubicpaty of representative Sganon n
the US has gren rise toa dass of bwyers called
“arrbulince chasers” — those who solicit for
clenis an an pockdent o desasser ste. laegely for
personal injury cases. They et fisanciad com-

The mcat actiooable suit was the Bhopal
s heak From the Unioa Carbide factory in
1984, where moce than 3,700 people teed.
Theee class action suits were filed in the LS,
whech desmessed all clains foc eoviroomental
dheany-up, personalinguries, and medical com-
pensation In lodia, the central govermimens
filedd & Gse o behalf of the peesors who had
been myprrd asa result of the gas beak.

Eventualby Union Cartede swins asdied to pay
SA70 mallion in compensabion, ooe-seventhol
the claim ashied for This ako eodied all el ansd
erimingd complaees. The wateris still contams-

pensation foe their dients inated, prople still haven't
from the perpetrator, a m:m'el:! from thesr in-
pescentage of which they SUEEYDE Juries. and radtiple gener-
heop Whie such solicong m Expms e saffer the effects.
violages professional iogal MANJEET KREPALANL s During the 2004
cooxhuct in the LS if has Executive Director, and Satyam Computers scan
helped lald people and KARTIK ASHTA S dal, Mere was fraud and
COMpOFAtinns acconuntabie. Researcher, International (PUSEEPTesenTation to the
The most successful Law Studies, Gateway stock regrbance
dlass action suitsinthe LS House: Indian Council on and mwvestors. A class ac-
ave the $206 billion settle- Global Refations, Musmibad on =l was filecl but be-
ment made by four canse India dkInT have arl
Ameran tohaccocompa- Rw, 300000

mies tncover medical costs forsmalang- redated
iloesses: the S20 bellion BP Gul of Mexico oil
Spill in 2016, which caused envi al

ppropriare
Inchian inveszars were depeived of damages
while Satyam’s US irmvestors were made wheie.
The I of Section 245 of the

darnage; and the $72 bllon setiement made
by Visa and MasterCard to retasders who
daimed they had overpaid crodit and debit
can] foes b0 the card compunies.

In an incdent made into a Mim, Erio
Brockoch, Pacific Gas & Electne was ocdered
mpayu);mllhnfnrhmqjychng:rg

Comnpanies At as mentoned ek, was 3
cormequence of this case.

In 2015, the Government of India filed a
case on bebull of consureers in the Natioewl
Consuiner Disputes Redressal Comumission
Against | Nrmr afn-r lhl‘ Food Safety and

withanty of i higher than

ies i Californida thst bed to bodidy h.\rm
Isthere an Indian equavallent of US class

be beveds of Tead in wetant roodles
nx'uy.- is still perxding.

Ik now Bas Jegal provisions toe filing
chass action s, but undes four Laws:

WOrder | Rule 8 of theCral Proceckes Code-
refers to representative suits, which is the dos-
estroachisskochiss action St in a civil context
Infndia & does notcover coimingl procecdings.

WSection 245 of the Companies Act dlaws
members or depostoes of a company to o)
ate proceedings azainst the directors of the
company in speciiic instances. There are
thweshold linses, requiring 3 mimimum num-
beraf people or holders of issued share capital
befure such & suit can proceed. This type of suit
5 5ed inthe National Company Law Tritumal.
Currently, no cliss action matters have boen
filed under this peorasion.

W heCompetition Act endes Section S3N)
alkirovs 3 group of ager heved persons 1o appear
a1 the Natlonal Compary Law Appellate
Tribenal in tsaues of ars-Compesene practies.

B The Supreme Connt has held that incer
tan complamts under the Consumer
TYotecton AL they can be considered asdlass
action suits, (Ramestowr Prasad Shriasioe
and s v Dwarkadhis Arogect A Ld and Ors)

Forfileg a publicinteres: brganoa | Artide
32 or Artce 2050f the Constitution ) the plain-
1T neved pot haye a persanal sevest or clim
in the matter. The PIL must serve a mames of
public intevest, A cudal dfference is that un-
like 3 class action swie, a PIL cannat be Gled
against 3 poivaee party.

What has deterred the develogrment of a
mature body of class action sults In India?

There are several hurdles, winch are not
necessanily segulatory in nature,

UNDERDEVELOPED SYSTEM OF TORTS:
Tore kaw has noe chewebopod sufficently m India
far 3 munber of ressons, primanly due to the
high tost and time-consunng nature of i
gation, especially in cases concoming te low
of torts. As.chwl breaches, litgants find i too
experave and complicated, and therefore do
not putsue sach cses.

LACK OF CONTINGENCY FEES: The rules
of the Bar Coundtl of Trdla do notal ke Lawyers
tocharge contingency fees. Le, a percentage of
the damages clasmants receree if they win a
g in time-Cormeming cases el dlass acton
SURS inevitably are. Revisiming s ruke in spe-
aific cases may be a good first sep M bnnging
class action suits into the masstream.

THIRD-PARTY FINANCING MECHA-
NISMS FOR LITIGANTS: Since frigation costs
are high, class action suits can be made easer
by alloreysng external parties to fund ar span
sor the cost of litigation. Some states ke
Maharashiva, Gugarat, Madna Pradesh, 2ol
Karnataka have made changes In the Crl
Pocechire Codle go alkow this
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Brent crude breaches $76, at two-year high

0il prices rose on Wednesday,
with Brent climbing above $76
a barrel to its highest since
late 2018, after data showed
US crude inventories declined
and reinforced views of a
tightening market as travel
picks up in Europe and North
America.

US crude inventories fell
by 7.6 million barrels last week
to June 18 to 459.1 million bar-
rels, the US Energy
Information Administration
said, compared with analysts'
expectations in a Reuters poll
for a 3.9 million-barrel drop.

Brent crude rose $1.02, or

1.4 per cent, 10 $75.83 by 8:19
pm IST, having touched its
highest since October 2018 at
$76.02 after the EIA data. US
West Texas Intermediate
added $1, or 1.4 per cent, to
$73.85 and hit $74.25, also the
highest since October 2018.
REUTERS
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Excise duty helps fill Centre’s fiscal gap

gireesh. p@fivemint.com
NEW DELHI

xcise duty, mostly from

petroland diesel, helped

the government bridge a
major gap in its revenue in
FY21, even as receipts from
goods and services tax (GST)
revenue moderated from the
vearbefore, according to offi-
cial data.

Inspite ofa dramatic recov-
erv in GST collections since
last October, overall collec-
tion from this tax on con-
sumption contracted by 7.6%
in FY2I to 14.56 trillion. On
the other hand, revenue
receipts from excise duty, col-
lected mostly from petrol and
diesel, jumped almost 63% to
13.89 trillion in FY21 from the
vear-ago period, as per data
available with the Controller
General of Accounts (CGA) for
the full vear.

The sharp rise in excise
duty receipts also helped
hoost averall tax collections.
Excise collections' share in
the Centre’s gross tax revenue
(GTR) grew from 11.9% in
FY201019.2%in FY21, while
that of Central GST (CGST)
moderated from 24.6% to
22.5%in the same period.

On the direct tax side, the

Recovery road
The sharp rise in excise
duty receipts also helped
boost overall tax
collections.
Share in gross tax revenue
{in %)

FY20_ M FY21
Central goods N
and service 246
tax (CGST) g
Excse 19

Gross tax revenue (in ¥ cr)
2,010,059

Sourte: Controfler General of Accounts

share of corporate tax collec-
tionsin the Centre's gross tax
receiptstoodeclined in FY21

from a year ago, while that of

personal income

Badal pointed out that a part
of the excise duty is levied in
the form of cess, which is not
shared with states.
Theadditional

tax remained Revenuereceipts excise duty on
more or less the  from exciseduty  petroland diesel
same. on petrol and is collected as

The sharp diocelrose 63%to '02d and infra-
increase in 'hl‘ ?389“““0“ in S'l'l"'lllirl‘ COeSS,
contribution of > According o
excise duty on FY21 from tf:le Badal, the high
the Centre'srev-  year-agoperiod g, price has

enue  recently
became a matter
of strainin Centre-state rela-
tions after Punjab finance
minister Manpreet Singh

made India an
“expensive econ-
omy”.

Odisha chiel minister
Naveen Patnaik last month

urged Union finance minister
Nirmala Sitharaman to share
the proceeds of all the cess it
collects, with states. Although
states are free toincrease the
value-added tax on petroland
diesel as these are outside the
GST, inreality theyare notin
a position to doso because the
price 1o the consumer inclu-
sive of central and state taxes
is already high. Neither the
Centre, northestatesare tak-
ing the lead in cutting the tax
on auto fuel as it might open
up the room for the other to
step up their taxes further.

While taxes on petrol and
diesel remain high, the Cen-
tre had earlier given full tax
rebate to those with taxable
incomes of up to 15 lakh and
revamped the tax slab system
1o offer a flexible alternative
plan to those who do not avail
of tax incentives,

Inaddition, businesses not
availing incentives and new
factories were offered a con-
cessional tax rate regime.
Unlike taxes on personal and
corporate income, ease of col-
lection of tax at the point of
sale makes auto fuel the pre-
ferred revenue source for
central and state govern-
ments, a government official
said on condition ofanonym-
ity,
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Oilrises above $75 as stockpile
declinereflects a tight market

Oilin London advanced to a fresh two-year high above
$75 abarrel, asindustry data pointing to another drop in
US crude stockpiles reinforced a bullish picture for global
markets. The nation’sinventories slid by a substantial 7.2
million barrels last week, the American Petroleum Insti-
tutereported, according to people familiar with the data.
That would be a fifth straight week of declines if con-
firmed by government data later. This latest sign of tight-
ening comes as fuel demand bounces back from the pan-
demic and stalled nuclear talks defer the prospect of
renewed Iranian supplies. The heads of Royal Dutch
Shell Plc. and TotalEnergies SE joined a chorus of indus-
try figures warning that crude could return to $100 a bar-
rel. Key consumers including the US and China have seen
strong rebound, boosting consumption. BLOOMBERG
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US accepted lifting
oil and shipping
sanctions, says Iran

REUTERS
Dubal, 23 June

ran sald on Wednesday
Ilh-l Washington  had

agreed to remove all
sanctions on Iran's oll and
shipping, and take some sen-
jor figures oIl a blacklist, at
Lalks 1o revive Tehiran's 2015
nuclear deal with global
powers which are
NOW 0N & paise.

The remarks, by oulgoing
president Hassan Roubani's
chiel of stafl, were consistent
with previous assertions by
officials in Rouhuni’s prag-
matist camp That
Washington is prepared o
make major concessions at
the talks, under way since
April in Vienna,

The talks adjourned on
Sunchiny for u break, two days
aner fran held o presidentinl
clection won by hardliner
Ebrahim Ralsi, the head of
fran's judiciiry who is on the
US blacklist. Raisi is due o
repluce Roubani in August,

“An agreement has been
reached to remove all insurs
ance, ofl and shipping sanc-
tions that were imposed by
(former US President Donald)
Trump,” presidential chicl of
staff Mahmoud Vaczi was
quoted as saylng by Iran's
state media. “About 1,040
Trump-era sanctions will be
lifted under the agreement.
1t was also agreed to lift some
sanctions on individuals and
members of the supreme
feader's innercircie."

US Nuatlomul Security
Adviser Jake Sullivan said on
Sunciay there was still "a fair
distance to travel”, including
on sanctions and on the
nuclear commitments that
Iran has to make. Other
Western and Iranian officlals
have also sald the talks srea
long way from a conclusion,

Tran agreed in 2015 0
curbs on s nuclear pro-
gramume bn retarn foe the Hf-
Ing of internationsl sanc-
thons. Trump abandoned the
agreement three yeass later

and relmposed sanctions,
and Tehran responded by
victating some nuclear lHimits,

The new ULS. sdministra-
ton of President Joe Biden
aiims Lo restore the deal, but
the sides disagree on which
steps peed 10 be tieken and
wher.

Iranian and Western ofll-
clals alike say Ralsi's rise Is

unlikely to wlter [ran's nego-
tlating position, #s Supreme
Leader  Ayatollah Al
Khamene! already has final
say on all major policy.

However, some Tranian
olMicials  have suggesied
‘Tehran may prefer an agree-
ment before Raisi takes office
10 give the new president a
clean slate.
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Fuel, healthcare, online
businesses spur prices

The recovery process, the SBI says, needs a cut in fuel prices by tax rationalisation as
otherwise non-discretionary spends will continue to get distorted and cause inflation

bve Indian economy may have started
recovering with the pandemic unlock
but galloping inflation, increasing

lscultheare expenses, and rising uoem
plovment are major banes

The global economy is to rise by four per
cent and India would marginally benefit from
It with same e in exports. A World Hank
repoct wants India to create 50 million jobs in
non-agricultural organized sector - a
Herculenn task as most private sector offices
are either closing down or slashing operations.
Humanitarian crises, hunger deaths, and soci
etal conflicts are growing,

Latest figures indscate 1269 per cont
tnflation primandy on account of F2 - food and
fuel. The fucl price rise is hitting every sectoe
of the econamy with nobody 1o correct It The
basic pesce of petrol remains still around T35,99
and over ¥65 are the central and state tax com
ponents. The edible off prices have reached cri-
sis points with a 62 per cent spike, Food
Secretary Sudhansu Pande says. This follows
withdrawal of edible oil from essential com-
modities list in September 2020

A State Bank of India report says that mas
sive increase in healthcare, especially in the
binterland, steadily rising fuel prices, and
online delivery of articles will increase infla
tiomary pressure much higher an the one band,
whike crowding out other consumer spending
on the ather, putting & bag questton mark on
overall growth that is still being drven by con
sumption demand. Manth-on-month increase
In inflation on non- institutional medicines, x
ray. ECG, pathological and other clinical tests
is taking a heavy toll not only in urban areas
but even on the rural populace.

The SBI report has questioned the head
line inflation figures announced by the min-
Istry. It says that price moverents convey
tmportant information about the scarcsty of
particular goods and services like health and
medical care 95 of now, Health expenditure,
which currently constitutes five per cent of
overall inflation basket, may jump to at beast
11 per cent, (It miay be noted that bealth expen-
diture &s around T4 lakh crore ar five per cent
of the private final consumption expenditure)
This is likely to also result in a squeeze in
expenditure on other Items of discretionary
consumption.

The daily increase of fuel prices is anoth
et bane, "And it we look at credit cand spends
since December, CP1 computed tnflation for
the tive-month ending April s higher than the
CSO estimate on an average by 61 basts points
and the higher ail prices had forced consumers
to ration oul discretionary spends in
December,” says SBI chief econamist Souwmya
Kanti Ghosh f; means the actual Inflation Is
60 per cent more than the CSO figares.

The RBE has victually given credence 1o the
SHI finding as it estimates T2 lakh crore loss
es on econoatic output. It says that it may nol
reflect on GDP but there would be 2 consid-
erable value loss across the economy. The SBI
report clarifies it as the share of non-discre
tiomary spend which has jumped to 59 per cent
in April and 52 per cent and in March and “this
does not augur well”,

The inflation is to further rise as the US
bas matched its interest rate rise. It would

THE RBI HAS
ALREADY
LOWERED ITS GDP
PROJECTICN TO
9.5 PER CERNT
FROM 10.5 PER
CENT 1T HAD
HOPED 18.5 PER
CENT RECOVERY
IN THE FIRST
QUARTER,
CONSIDERED LOW
BASE GIVEN THE
CONTRAGTION
LAST YEAR. IT IS
NOW SCEPTICAL
DUE TO THE
SECOND WAVE OF
LOCKDOWN THAT
SEES DECLINE IN
DEPOSITS,
INDICATING
HIGHER
HOUSEHOLD
EXPENSES, AND
LOWER SAVINGS

{The wrider b 0 seniow
foarmikst The viows
expvesied der pénna!, |

Impact lodia as well = there
would be commaodity price-rise
globally. The RBI ugpon the gov
ernment’s suggestion has sup
pressed interest rates but it will
not help keep prices low. It will
make it difficult for the RBI 10
manage the conflicting targets of
inflation, exchange rate, and ade
quate liquidity amidst weak
Klnwth

The RBI has already lowered
its GDP projection 1o 9.5 per cent
from 10.5 per cent, It had haped
18.5 per cent recovery in the first
quarter, considered low base
given the contraction kst year, It
15 naw skeptical due to the second
wave of lockdown that sees
decline in deposits, indicating
higher household expenses, and
lower savings. Additienally, cur-
rency holding - cash - with the
peupie decelerated to 1.7 per
cent during April against a
growth of 3.5 per cent last year

It substantsases what the SBI
says that extra expenses on
households have incressed man-
ifold.  Also, there has been an
Increase in use of anline delivery
r‘ulfumu which is not considered
by the NSO and if the NSO con-
siders onbise prices. there will he
10-15 basic poants (bps} impact
on CP1 inflation. The SBI savs

that the ealine delivery adds to
inflation. The RBI says that the
increased healtheare and other
expenies have impacted domes-
tic demand. That is the reason of
defayed recovery of manufactur-
Ing. core sector and other activ-
Ities

The recovery process, the SB1
says, heeds a cut in fuel prices by
tax rationalization as otherwise
noa-discretionary spends will
continue 1o get distorted and
canse inflation

The REI has given another
formula, 1t has gore u bit beyond
and wans to partner with the pri-
vate sector - s short a prescri,
tion for further denuding lf:c
PSUs. The recommendation
should make the authorities
rethink on privatisiation.

Over the last few years, wajor
PSUs have consistently increased
payouts to the govermment
despite a dip in their profitabili-
ty. Since 2016, ay per an official
diktat they are paying a mintmum
30 per vent of thear profit after tax
or five per cent of their net
woeth, whichever s higher, as
dividend.

The 100 gevernment compa-
oies declared a dividend of
£71,857 crore during 2018-19,
sccording to the CAG In 2021,

Jun 24,2021 | Delhi | PgNo.: 7 | | Sq Cm:771 | AVE: 7320098 | PR Value: 36600492
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SHIVAL SARKAR

the PSUs paid a dividend of
19,022 croce (against an estimat
ed ¥34.717 croee), the RBI puid
99,000 crove dividend, and other
banks pald 21,619 crore in 2020
21 In short, a major part of the
ROVEXNMENT expenses are being
funded by the PSUs. The govern
ment's etlorts to sell PSUs are
being stonewalled by & poor
econamy, It should rather change
its policies 1o strengthen the
PSUs

Diespite this the Indla remains
an investment destination. A
lsealthy flow of FDI into the
country corroborates India’s
strength and attracts attention of
global investory, the
Coafederation of Innlian Industry
rays. Total eguity, re invested
earnings. and capital rose 10 per
cent to the highest ever §81.72
ballion during 2020-21

The RBI expects recent gov
ermment boost in capital expen-
dirure 1o spur activity and lnvest-
ment. For all this, bowever, there
bsas 10 be 3 major shilt in policy
theast, While private nvestments
must rise, the government must
relook at strenpthening PSUs to
tide over the crisis that is beyond
the capacity of the private sector.
This wouold alooe cut prices and
boost demand
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LPG can now
he hooked
through CSC

PNS = NEW DELHI

’I‘o make it more accessible to
every rural household, a
new LPG connection can now
be booked through the
Common Service Centre (CSC).
The CSC has taken the lead in
helping Centre’s Ujjwala bene-
ficiaries in bookings for the
refills.

Ujjwala scheme is one of the
flagship programmes of the
Modi Government to provide
LPG gas connection to women
of rural areas and especially to
those from the weaker section
of the society.

Linking the Ujjwala bene-
ficiaries and also new connec-
tions through CSC digital kiosk
can serve consumers close to
their place of residence.CSC has
so far done online booking for
one crore Ujjwala beneficiaries.

“We have requested Oil
companies to enable other sup-
port services through CSC as
change in name, address,
request for additional cylinder
etc. Booking for new connection
through CSC is still to be
allowed by the oil companies
through CSC and once these
services are extended, CSC can

rovide all services to Ujjwala
Ecncﬁciaries in villages,” said
CSC MD Dr Dinesh Kumar
Tyagi.

Though the connection was
provided by the government to
women, however, refilling due
to logistics still remained a con-
cern. Many factors constrained
the increase in delivery centers
close to the place of residence.
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