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ONGC Introduces AI-Driven Well Information System to Enhance Drilling Efficiency 

https://apacnewsnetwork.com/2024/12/ongc-introduces-ai-driven-well-information-system-to-enhance-drilling-efficiency/ 

  
Dehradun: Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) has launched the Well Information System (WIS), a digital tool 

designed to improve drilling operations and streamline data management. 

The system, powered by Generative AI, was unveiled on December 20, 2024, at the Institute of Drilling Technology, 

Dehradun, by ONGC Director (Technology &amp; Field Services) Om Prakash Singh 

The WIS is set to modernize ONGC's approach to data capture, reporting, and analytics in offshore drilling activities. The 

system enables real-time monitoring and centralized management of operations, reducing manual intervention and 

improving reporting accuracy. This technology aims to enhance decision-making processes by providing a 

comprehensive view of drilling operations through advanced analytics. 

The system will initially be implemented for daily drilling reports across all offshore rigs. ONGC expects this digital 

integration to minimize delays in data processing and ensure smoother coordination across its oilfield operations. 

The launch of WIS aligns with ONGC's broader objectives to adopt innovative technologies that support smarter and 

more sustainable energy solutions. By leveraging AI, the company aims to reduce operational inefficiencies while 

improving transparency and resource management. 

Although ONGC has yet to disclose detailed performance metrics for the system, the introduction of WIS represents a 

significant move toward digital transformation in India's oil and gas sector. As the system is rolled out across more 

operations, its impact on productivity and sustainability will be closely monitored by the industry. 

This development reflects the growing emphasis on integrating advanced technology in energy exploration to address 

challenges in efficiency and sustainability. 
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New Delhi: Overall net profit of operating Central Public-Sector Enterprises (CPSEs) rose to Rs3.22 lakh crore in FY24 

as against Rs2.18 lakh crore in FY23 showing an increase of over 47 per cent, according to an official report. The market 

capitalisation (mcap) of CPSEs more than doubled in 2024-25 fiscal as compared to 2023-24 fiscal year, the report said. 

The major contributors to the increase in market cap are NTPC Ltd, Oil &amp; Natural Gas Corporation Ltd, Hindustan 

Aeronautics Ltd, Coal India Ltd and Indian Railway Finance Corporation Ltd.A major proportion of the increase in profit 

of Rs0.89 lakh crore was contributed by the Petroleum (Refinery &amp; Marketing) group, according to the report 

compiled by the Public Enterprises Department of the Finance Ministry. 

Within the Petroleum (Refinery &amp; Marketing) group, the major contribution towards the increase in Overall Net Profit 

is contributed by Indian Oil Corporation Ltd (Rs0.31 lakh crore). The profitability of the Petroleum (Refinery &amp; 

Marketing) group has impacted the overall profitability, the survey said. 
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124122300968_1.html 

  
In the run-up to the Budget, upstream oil and gas companies have called for a review of the taxes levied on older oil 

blocks, which account for nearly 90 per cent of domestic production, according to officials from two large exploration and 

production (E&P) firms. 

The removal of a number of cesses imposed by states, exemption from Customs duty on a larger set of imports, and 

greater ease in exploration are among the key issues raised during discussions with the government. 

In meetings with the finance and petroleum ministries, the industry has urged the government to align taxes imposed 

under previous regimes, such as New Exploration Licensing Policy (NELP) and Pre-NELP, on a par with the current 

Hydrocarbon Exploration and Licensing Policy (HELP) regime. 

The NELP replaced the nomination regime in 1999 and remained in place until 2017, when the HELP regime came into 

force. The industry has asked the government to rationalise taxes from the current levels of over 60 per cent to 40 per 

cent, in line with global benchmarks. 

A key step towards this would be for the government to rationalise royalty rates across regimes, and roll back the 20 per 

cent oil industry development (OID) cess that pre-NELP and nomination blocks attract, an official at an E&P major said 

on condition of anonymity. 

In these two categories of blocks, the cost of production per barrel is higher, while the net profit per barrel is lower, owing 

to the OID cess, higher royalty payments, and profit split with government nominees," he stressed. 

The Centre has been asked to intervene with states to reduce or scrap land taxes in Assam and Rajasthan, and the 

consent for operation fees levied by Andhra Pradeshs Pollution Control Board, another official said. 

The demand to bring oil and gas sales under the GST framework to adjust input tax credit has also received a fresh 

impetus from the private sector in recent months, he said. 

Meanwhile, industry players have welcomed the scrapping of the Special Additional Excise Duty (SAED) or windfall tax, 

which was in force for 29-months, in early December. The levy had raised the tax burden by an additional 10 per cent on 

average. Indias E&P sector is dominated by two government companies -- Oil and Natural Gas Corporation and Oil India 

---that account for 71 per cent and 9 per cent of Indias total crude oil production. Cairn Oil & Gas, part of the Vedanta 

group, and RIL subsidiary Reliance Petroleum are the two major private sector upstream companies. 

India imports 87 per cent of its crude oil requirements. While the crude oil import bill shrank to $139.8 billion in FY24, 

down 13.3 per cent from $161.4 billion in FY23, this reduction was mostly due to major discounts on Russian crude oil. 

With an aim to progressively reduce import dependence, the government wants $100 billion in investments in the E&P 

sector by 2030, particularly in key offshore areas, such as the Andaman Sea. However, it has struggled to attract sufficient 

interest. 

The country has seen an aggregate capital expenditure of $23 billion, far short of the $1520 billion required to achieve 

the governments targets, said industry insiders. In July, Petroleum and Natural Gas Minister Hardeep Singh Puri 

announced a joint working group comprising representatives from private E&P operators, national oil companies, and the 

government to improve ease of doing business in the sector. The group was expected to submit its recommendations on 

policy revisions within eight weeks. However, officials said work was ongoing in this regard. 

Industry players have also called for a single window of clearance or a centralised coordinating body to streamline 

exploration processes. They advocate delegating powers to district forest officers, as is done in other mining industries, 

and revisiting the policy that prohibits exploration in mining lease areas. 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will meet eminent economists and sectoral experts on Tuesday to elicit their views and 

suggestions for the upcoming Budget, a senior government official said. Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman is 

scheduled to present the Budget for 2025-26 in the Lok Sabha on February 1, 2025. Besides economists and sectoral 

experts, Niti Aayog Vice Chairman Suman Bery and other Niti Aayog members will also attend the meeting.  
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State-run Oil and Natural Gas Corporation Ltd (ONGC) has called bids, the second in the last one month, from private 

entities for operation and 

maintenance (O&amp;M) of its offshore vessels named Samudra Sevak' and Samudra Prabha'. Bidders can submit offers 

for either of the two vessels or both the vessels for the one-year contract by 02 January, according to the tender 

documents. The successful bidder has to mobilise duly approved marine and diving crew fully conforming to scope of 

work and special conditions of contract with necessary clearances (Port, Customs, Directorate General of Shipping, 

Ministry of Home Affairs, etc) and commence work within 30 days (including 10 days for hand over, take over) from the 

date of notification of award (NOA) or on expiry of the ongoing O&amp;M contract, whichever is later. 

The ongoing contracts of Samudra Sevak' and Samudra Prabha' will end on 20 March and 29 April 2025, respectively. 

Samudra Sevak' is a multipurpose supply vessel while Samudra Prabha' is a diving support vessel and is used to support 

ONGC's oil and gas drilling operations off India's coast. Samudra Sevak' and Samudra Prabha' can operate till 24 

February 2026, per the age/qualitative norms introduced by the D G Shipping in 2023. According to the 24 February 2023 

order of D G Shipping, 'existing vessels' regardless of its age, affected by the maximum age prescribed, were allowed to 

operate up to three years from the date of issue of the order. If no extension is granted by D G Shipping on complying 

with the order, ONGC at its discretion, shall conclude the contract on 24 February 2026 ahead of the completion of the 

one-year contract without any additional cost or time implication to ONGC, the state-run oil and gas explorer wrote in the 

tender documents. 

Meanwhile, the D G Shipping has mandated the IIM-Indore to undertake an in-depth, comprehensive study on the Age 

Norms and Other Qualitative Parameters' for ships it introduced in 2023 which drew flak from the industry.The age norms 

were designed to encourage a younger fleet to improve safety, meet global rules on ship emissions and protect the 

marine environment from pollution during mishaps. 

However, following a pushback from the industry, the D G Shipping has decided to undertake a sweeping review of its 

order with a holistic approach, encompassing the entire maritime sector. 

IIM-Indore has been mandated to conduct a thorough policy analysis and the submissions made by industry stakeholders, 

evaluate the impact and implications of the age norms order, write a detailed report outlining the findings of the study, 

recommend policy measures along with a strategic plan for implementing the recommendations. 
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Agartala: Bangladesh owes Tripura Rs 200 crore in electricity dues but no decision has been taken on halting power 

supply to the neighbouring country yet, Chief Minister Manik Saha said on Monday. 

Tripura supplies 60-70 megawatts of power to the neighbouring country according to an agreement signed by the Tripura 

State Electricity Corporation Limited through the NTPC Vidyut Vyapar Nigam Limited with the Bangladesh Power 

Development Board. Bangladesh has not paid us about Rs 200 crore for supplying electricity. The outstanding (amount) 

is increasing every day. We hope that they will clear their dues so that the power supply is not disrupted, Saha said. 

Asked whether the Tripura government would stop the supply of electricity if Dhaka fails to pay the dues, the chief minister 

said no decision has been taken on it yet. 

He said several pieces of machinery at the power generation plant in Tripura were brought through either Bangladeshi 

territory or Chittagong port. Therefore, out of gratitude,e the Tripura government started supplying power to the country 

following a pact. 

But I don't know how long we will be able to continue the supply of electricity to Bangladesh if they don't clear the dues, 

he said. 

Tripura began supplying power to Bangladesh in March 2016. The electricity is produced at the state-owned ONGC 

Tripura Power Company's (OTPC) gas-based 726 MW generation capacity power plant in southern Tripura's Palatana. 

According to reports, Adani Power, which exports power to Bangladesh from its 1,600 MW Godda plant in Jharkhand, 

reduced the supply to 520 MW from around 1,400-1,500 MW in August due to non-payment of USD 800 million by the 

country. 

Asked about the impacts on Tripura due to the reported attacks on Hindus and other minorities in Bangladesh, Saha said 

there is no major influx from the neighbouring country to his state yet. 

But we are closely monitoring the situation along the border since the border is porous as there are many gaps. However, 

as of now, there is no major influx from Bangladesh after the present turmoil started in that country in August, he said. 

Tripura is surrounded by Bangladesh on its north, south and west and the length of its international border is 856 km, 

which is 84 per cent of its total border. 

Commenting on the recent breach of security at the Bangladesh Assistant High Commission in Agartala, the chief minister 

said he had taken strong action in the case. 

We have arrested several people who were involved in it. We have also taken action against policemen who were 

responsible for the security of the premises where the breach took place, he said. 

Saha said after the fall of the Sheikh Hasina government in Bangladesh, trade has been affected and the import of 

Bangladeshi goods to Tripura has come down significantly. 

He said among the goods that come to Tripura from Bangladesh are cement, stone chips and Hilsa fish. Supply has been 

disrupted. It is their loss, he said. Asked about the communication network with Bangladesh, he said if the railway line is 

restored between Agartala and Dhaka, it would be immensely beneficial for both the country. If Chittagong port is allowed 

to be used without any disruption, the entire Northeastern states will be significantly benefitted, he said. 

The direct road distance to Chittagong port from Agartala is around 175 km. A rail line linking Agartala with Akhaura in 

Bangladesh was inaugurated by Prime Minister Narendra Modi and his then Bangladeshi counterpart Sheikh Hasina on 

November 1, 2023. The project has a length of 5.46 km in India and 6.78 km in Bangladesh. 

The cost of the Indian portion was Rs 708.73 crore and funded by the Ministry of Development of North Eastern Region 

(DoNER). The cost of the Bangladesh portion was Rs 392.52 crore. The Bangladesh portion is funded by the Ministry of 

External Affairs India and executed by the Bangladesh Railway. 

https://www.millenniumpost.in/business/bangladesh-owes-tripura-unpaid-electricity-bills-worth-200-crore-says-cm-manik-saha-591944
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If the overland transport right is allowed by Bangladesh, the travel time between Agartala and Kolkata is expected to 

come down from about 30 hours to about 10 hours. 

The existing train commute distance between the two cities is 1,581 km and it requires a re-route via Guwahati and 

Lumding in Assam. This would be curtailed to 460 km, officials said. 
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services/45823 

  
ONGC has proudly pre-launched the Well Information System (WIS) as a significant advancement in oilfield operations, 

leading the way in digital transformation for drilling and well services. 

Inaugurated by Director (T&amp;FS) Om Prakash Singh on December 20, 2024, this Generative AI-powered system 

transforms data capture, reporting, and analytics, enabling seamless operations. 

The software for daily drilling reporting, applicable across all offshore rigs, was officially launched at the Institute of Drilling 

Technology in Dehradun. This project marks an important step towards smarter and more sustainable energy solutions. 
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Central public sector enterprises (CPSEs) in the oil and gas sector are set to exceed their annual internal and extra 

budgetary resources (IEBR) capital expenditure targets in FY25 for the fifth year in a row, according to officials. 

In the first eight months of the financial year, CPSEs in the sector have completed 83 per cent or Rs 97,667 crore of their 

Rs 1.18-trillion capex target, Petroleum and Natural Gas Ministry officials said. 

IEBR capex refers to the resources that are not part of the Budget, but are used by the government for spending. 

These resources include bonds, extra commercial borrowings and other similar mobilisations made by public enterprises, 

and exclude borrowings guaranteed by the government. 

CPSEs in the sector have had a good track record of exceeding their IEBR targets. Given the wide scale of projects 

underway, this has helped in funding, and meeting project deadlines, an official said. 

A total of 145 projects costing Rs 100 crore and above are currently under implementation by public sector oil and gas 

companies, according to the ministry's Pariyojana portal. 

These have a total approved project cost of Rs 5.65 trillion. Among these, 78 projects costing Rs 2.84 trillion are greenfield 

projects while 67 projects costing Rs 2.81 trillion are capacity expansion ones. 

In FY24, 54 projects were completed at an anticipated cost of Rs 525 crore. Refineries and marketing make up the 

majority of these at 31 and 10 projects each. Eight are in the exploration and production domain, while four are gas 

projects. None of the 12 ongoing projects in the compressed biogas segment has been completed so far, data shows. 

Upstream oil companies Oil and Natural Gas Corporation and Oil India, oil marketing companies Indian Oil Corporation, 

Bharat Petroleum Corporation and Hindustan Petroleum Corporation, and natural gas supplier GAIL are Maharatna 

CPSEs from the sector. 

Meanwhile, a total of 379 projects costing Rs 100 crore and above have been completed since 2014 at a total cost of Rs 

4.86 trillion. Of these, 225 projects costing Rs 2.52 trillion were greenfield projects and 154 projects costing Rs 2.34 

trillion were brownfield. 

Between 2019-20 and 2024-25, budgetary support for capital outlay has increased to 2.8 per cent of GDP from 1.5 per 

cent, according to a paper by New Delhi-based research institute PRS Legislative Research. This has been supported 

by a higher fiscal deficit by the Centre. 

At the same time, capital investments by public enterprises financed through IEBR has decreased to 1.1 per cent of GDP 

from 3.2 per cent over the past five years. This indicates substitution of capital investment of public entities by budgetary 

spending. 
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In a major step forward for the industrial development of Odisha, the Indian Oil Corporation Ltd. (IOCL) has authorised 

US $ 514 million for its ambitious textile park project in the Bhadrak district. 

Mohan Charan Majhi, the Chief Minister of Odisha, thanked IOCL for their significant investment in the yarn project. The 

Chief Minister also thanked Hardeep Singh Puri, the Union Minister of Oil and Natural Gas, and Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi for helping to make this happen. 

In Dhamnagar, under the Bhandaripokhari block, IOCL and MCPI Pvt Ltd would form a 50/50 joint venture called the 

textile park. A total of 56 acres of land have already been set aside for the project by the Odisha Industrial Infrastructure 

Development Corporation. 

With the anticipated establishment of a 900-ton per day (TPD) textile factory, this textile park is intended to become a 

major industrial hub. Dhananjay Sahoo, head of IOCL's Business Development (Petrochemicals), claims that the plant 

will cost about US $ 231 million to build and was originally scheduled to open in 2023-2024. 
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As India looks around at anything from electric vehicles to green hydrogen in its quest to reduce dependency on petroleum 

products as well as clean 

up its act in the countdown to Net Zero carbon footprint (India has set its target as 2070), could ethanol be the quick fix 

to the current scenario? Many believe so. 

The government is amongst the believers, leading from the front. Having achieved 15% ethanol blending with petrol, the 

Modi government had announced recently that it will advance the target for taking the blend percentage to 20% from 

2030 to the coming year. 

The country has traditionally depended on oil imports to meet its growing energy demands. This reliance not only poses 

challenges to energy security but also leads to a substantial outflow of foreign currency. However, with ethanol blending, 

India has a promising opportunity to reduce its dependence on imported oil while addressing environmental concerns, 

said the government statement. 

Ethanol is essentially renewable fuel made from various plant materials, collectively known as bio mass'. It also contains 

ethyl alcohol, the same that's used in alcoholic beverages, but is used mainly at motor fuel. Blending ethanol into petrol 

often helps in an increase of the fuel's octane and get engines to run better by cleaning them and preventing build-up of 

deposits. 

In India, ethanol is produced primarily from sugar, considering their widespread availability. The ethanol blend programme 

was started in 2001 but had inched forward slowly for years, until Nitin Gadkari, an unabashed champion of ethanol 

usage, took over as transport minister. 

By blending ethanol with petrol, India not only reduces its foreign exchange outflow but also cuts down on vehicular 

emissions, said Pinaki Mukherjee, CEO of Zuari Envien Bioenergy. The government's decision to advance the target for 

20% ethanol blending (E20) in petrol to 2025 demonstrates the country's commitment to cleaner energy alternatives. 

While this transition brings immense opportunities, it also poses several challenges that require strategic interventions to 

ensure long-term viability. 

Prices are a big pain point. While the procurement price for ethanol does not match with that of feedstocks like rice and 

maize, the falling price of byproducts of the distilleries make the business unviable. This week, faced with massive excess 

of rice stocks, the government had tried to offload them to ethanol makers, but it found no takers, the manufacturers 

finding the price too high to afford. 

"Simultaneously, investments in storage infrastructure, multimodal transportation, and blending facilities are critical to 

overcoming logistical bottlenecks and ensuring smooth supply chain operations," added Mukherjee. 

But the government is already looking way into the future. At a recent conference in Delhi, Hardeep Singh Puri, union 

minister of Petroleum and Natural Gas said that the government has already begun planning for the future by exploring 

goals beyond the 20% ethanol blending target. 
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