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NRDC and ONGC Partner to Strengthen Technology Development, Transfer and Commercialisation 

New Delhi: The National Research Development Corporation (NRDC) and the Oil and Natural Gas Corporation 

(ONGC) have signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to strengthen collaboration in technology evaluation, 

development, transfer and commercialisation. 

The agreement, exchanged in Dehradun, is aimed at promoting greater cooperation between the two organisations and 

supporting the commercialisation of innovative technologies in the energy and related sectors. 

The partnership will create a framework for collaboration between NRDC and ONGC in identifying and advancing 

technologies with commercial potential. 

Key areas covered under the MoU include: 

The collaboration is expected to help translate research and technological developments into solutions that can be 

adopted for commercial applications. 

Read also: ONGC Eyes Gas Trading Venture by 2026-End, Posts 30% Rise in FY26 Consolidated Profit | Key 

Highlights 

The MoU was exchanged by Commodore Amit Rastogi (Retd.), Chairman and Managing Director, NRDC, and Tarun 

Kumar Mathuria, Executive Director & Chief of Institute, KDMIPE, ONGC, Dehradun. 

The exchange took place in the presence of Om Prakash Sinha, Director (Exploration), ONGC, along with senior 

officials from both organisations. 

The NRDC-ONGC collaboration is expected to help bridge the gap between research outcomes and market-ready 

solutions. 

By facilitating technology evaluation, development and transfer, the partnership can support the movement of 

innovative technologies from research and development stages towards wider commercial use. 

The initiative is particularly relevant to the energy sector, where the adoption of innovative technologies can contribute 

to improved capabilities and new solutions. 

The MoU strengthens institutional cooperation between NRDC and ONGC and provides a framework for exploring 

technologies that can have commercial applications. 

The partnership is expected to contribute to the broader objective of encouraging technology commercialisation and 

supporting innovative solutions in the energy and related sectors. 

National Research Development Corporation (NRDC) is a Government of India enterprise under the Department of 

Scientific and Industrial Research (DSIR), Ministry of Science and Technology. It works to facilitate the transfer and 

commercialisation of technologies developed through research institutions. 

Oil and Natural Gas Corporation Limited (ONGC) is a Maharatna Central Public Sector Enterprise under the Ministry of 

Petroleum and Natural Gas, Government of India. It is India's largest exploration and production company and is 

engaged in the exploration and production of crude oil and natural gas across onshore and offshore assets in India, 

along with international operations through its subsidiaries. 
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Arunima Bharadwaj  ONGC Videsh Ltd, an overseas arm of state-run Oil and Natural Gas Corp, is in talks with 

authorities to recover around $500 

million in dividends stuck in Venezuela following US sanctions, an official privy to the matter said, adding the payment 

could be settled in cash or crude oil. 

The development comes as ONGC looks to revive operations in Venezuela following relief from US sanctions. In July, 

the US Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) granted a general licence to OVL for resumption of its operations in 

Caracas. 

"Talks are underway for the dividend due to OVL, and it is also being negotiated whether it would be paid in cash or in 

terms of oil supplies. This should be resolved by the time the framework is prepared," the official said. 

The company holds a 40 percent stake in the San Cristobal oil project and an 11 percent interest in the Carabobo 

project, both in partnership with Venezuela's state oil company Petrleos de Venezuela SA (PDVSA). 

Due to US sanctions, the company has not been able to receive the income for the past few years and has around 

$500 million of dividends stuck in the country. PDVSA had earlier agreed to give oil to OVL instead of cash dividends. 

The two upstream assets have remained underutilised for years due to sanctions, underinvestment and payment 

constraints, with dividends and receivables effectively stranded. 

In 2024, ONGC Videsh sought a specific licence from the US treasury department to operate in Venezuela. 

OVL is also working with the Venezuelan government to establish an operating framework for the two projects 

expected to be finalised within the next three months, managing director Rajarshi Gupta said after ONGC's annual 

general meeting on August 31. 

Petroleum and natural gas minister Hardeep Singh Puri has said India and Venezuela are looking to deepen their 

energy partnership and Indian companies ready to expand their presence in the South American country. The 

comments came after a meeting with Venezuela's acting president Delcy Elona Rodrguez Gmez in New Delhi on June 

4. 

Venezuela has emerged as the third largest supplier of oil to India in August, surpassing Saudi Arabia. India's crude oil 

imports from Venezuela hit their highest level since 2020 in August, rising 64 percent from July to 358,000 barrels per 

day, according to commodity analytics firm Kpler. 

In January, US forces captured Venezuelan President Nicols Maduro following which Delcy Rodrguez was sworn in as 

the interim president. 

Last week, US President Donald Trump announced an oil deal with Venezuela, putting 65 billion barrels of recoverable 

oil under Washington's control, a volume that surpasses total US proved oil reserves of 46 billion barrels. 
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Bangla Digital Desk  হেতদয়া, সৈকে  ী: পজ্িমবঙ্গ ের্া ভােলেে যেলত্র অৈিেম আলোিৈাে যকন্দ্রতবন্দ ুহলয়লে উত্তে ২৪ 

পেগৈাে অল াকৈগে। কােি 

অল াকৈগলেে বাইগাতেলে ওএৈজ্জতৈে যেে উৎপাদৈ যকন্দ্র যর্লক বাতিজ্জিকভালব খতৈজ যেে উৎপাদৈ কো শুরু হলয়লে। 

আে ওই যেে আৈলে হেতদয়াে ইজ্িয়াৈ অলয়লেে তেফাইৈাতেলে। আে যৈখালৈই এই খতৈজ যেলেে পতেল াধৈ প্রজ্িয়া শুরু 

হলয়লে। 

হেতদয়া তেফাইৈাতে ৈূলত্র জাৈা োয়, এই খতৈজ যেে যর্লক তিলজে, যপলরাে ও যকলোতৈৈ-ৈহ ৈব ধেলৈে যপ্রািাক্ট সেতে হলে। 

আেও জাৈা োয় অল াকৈগলেে এই সেেকূপ যর্লক উৎপাতদে হওয়া খতৈজ যেলেে গুিগে মাৈ অলৈকটাই ভাে। 

োজি ের্া যদল ে অর্ থনৈতেক মাৈতিত্র বদলে তদলে পালে উত্তে ২৪ পেগিাে অল াকৈগে। দীর্ থ আট বেলেে অলপোে অবৈাৈ 

র্টটলয় শুিবাে অল াকৈগলেে বাইগাতে ওএৈজ্জতৈ যকন্দ্র যর্লক শুরু হে বাতিজ্জিকভালব অপতেল াতধে যেে উলত্তােৈ। তবল ষ 

টিাঙ্কালেে মাধিলম উলত্তাতেে যেে এবাে যপ ৌঁলে োলে হেতদয়াে ইজ্িয়াৈ অলয়লেে ৈাংল াধৈাগালে। ওএৈজ্জতৈ ৈূলত্র জাৈা 

তগলয়লে, প্রার্তমকভালব প্রতেতদৈ গল়ে ১৫ যর্লক ২০ তকউতবক তমটাে, অর্ থাৎ প্রায় ১৫ যর্লক ২০ হাজাে তেটাে অপতেল াতধে যেে 

উলত্তােলৈে েেিমাত্রা োখা হলয়লে। 

অল াকৈগলেে বাইগাতে যর্লক খতৈজ যেে আৈাে তবষলয় হেতদয়াে ইজ্িয়াৈ অলয়ে কলপ থালে লৈে হেতদয়া তেফাইৈাতেে 

এগজ্জতকউটটভ তিলেক্টে এবাং তেফাইৈাতে যহি ৈু ান্ত কুমাে দাৈ বলেৈ, “যদল ে ত ল্প বাতিলজিে যেলত্র ব়ে পাওৈা 

অল াকৈগলেে বাইগাতে যর্লক বাতিজ্জিক ভালব যেে উৎপাদৈ শুরু হওয়া। এই অপতেল াতধে যেে আৈলে আমালদে 

তেফাইৈাতেলে। ো যর্লক পতেল াধৈ প্রজ্িয়াে মাধিলম খতৈজ যেে যর্লক যে ধেলৈে যপ্রািাক্ট সেতে হয়, োইই হলে। এই খতৈজ 

যেলেে গুিগে মাৈ তকেুটা ভাে। এই খতৈজ যেলেে মলধি কটিৈ পদালর্ থে পতেমাি কম।” 

আেও প়ুেৈ: ৈমেলেে গাত়ে পাহাল়ে িেলব ৈা? কাটে তবভ্রাতন্ত, পুলজাে আলগ পে থটকলদে ব়ে স্বজ্িে খবে 

বাইগাতে যর্লক অপতেল াতধে খতৈজ যেে আৈলে হেতদয়াে ইজ্িয়াৈ ওলয়লেে তেফাইৈাতেলে। প্রতেতদৈ ১২ তকলো তেটাে অর্ থাৎ 

১২ হাজাে তেটাে অপতেল াতধে যেে আৈলে হেতদয়াে তেফাৈাতেলে। েতদও হেতদয়াে এই েফাইৈাতেলে প্রতেতদৈ প্রলয়াজৈ ২৮ 

হাজাে তকলো তেটাে। োে যবত ে ভাগই আৈলে তবলদ  যর্লক। মূেে যভলৈজলুয়ো, োত য়া ও অৈিাৈি যদ  যর্লক। পতেমালি কম 

হলেও যদল ে খতৈজ যেে উৎপাদৈ যকন্দ্র যর্লক এই অপতেল াতধে যেে আৈলে যৈটাই ব়ে আ াে তবষয় বলে মলৈ কলেলেৈ 

হেতদয়া তেফাইৈাতেে কেথা বিজ্িো। 
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ONGC drilling proposal, border incidents stir Nagaland Assembly 

https://nagalandtribune.in/ongc-drilling-proposal-border-incidents-stir-nagaland-assembly/ 

  
Nagaland MLA and Advisor Achumbemo Kikon on Thursday raised serious concerns in the State Assembly over 

proposed ONGC oil drilling activities in 

the Disputed Area Belt (DAB) near Hayiyan village under Bhandari Sub-Division, Wokha district, as well as recent 

confrontations involving Naga villagers along the Nagaland-Assam border. 

Calling attention to matters of urgent public importance under Rule 54, Kikon informed the Assembly that he had 

received a representation from the Yamhon Area Public Organisation (YAPO) on August 31 opposing the proposed 

drilling works at New Wokha Hall, near Hayiyan village. He said the proposed site falls within his constituency and the 

area represented by YAPO, and sought clarification on whether the Government of Nagaland had granted the 

necessary approval. 

Kikon urged that, if no such approval had been obtained, the competent authority should verify the site and maintain 

status quo on the ongoing works until the matter was amicably resolved in accordance with the Tripartite Memorandum 

of Understanding between the Governments of Nagaland, Assam and India concerning the survey, exploitation and 

extraction of crude oil and other minerals in the disputed belt. 

He pointed out that the proposed drilling site was within the DAB and only about 500 metres from Lio-Wokha Old 

Village, which he described as a Naga village, although the area is officially classified as part of the Disputed Area Belt. 

Kikon alleged that ONGC, with the support of the Assam Government, had continued surveying and identifying possible 

drilling points despite the Tripartite MOU. He said sections of the public, civil society organisations and freedom fighters 

had expressed concern over the activities, while oil companies operating from the Assam side of the disputed belt 

continued their operations. 

He called on the State Government to clarify its position and ensure that measures taken to address the issue were 

translated into concrete action. 

Kikon also raised concerns over an August 25 incident involving villagers from Longayim who had collected rubber 

saplings from the Rubber Board of India. He said the villagers were stopped while returning to the village by people 

from the Assam side of the disputed area, leading to a confrontation in which some villagers were allegedly assaulted. 

He said the incident had affected the movement of villagers, particularly in an area where a recent joint eviction drive by 

Assam and Nagaland authorities had been conducted against illegal occupants. Kikon sought a detailed statement 

from the Home Minister on the steps taken to address the situation. 

He also questioned the Minister in charge of Forest, Environment and Climate Change over the deployment of forest 

guards in the disputed belt. Referring to the 1972 Interim Agreement, under which armed police forces of Nagaland and 

Assam were to stay away from the disputed area and a neutral force was to be stationed there, Kikon alleged that 

Assam continued to claim the area as forest land and had consequently deployed forest guards. 

Kikon further highlighted the poor condition of the foothill road, saying inadequate connectivity was making movement 

difficult for people in the border villages. He noted that the road issue had recently been taken up at the Doyang 

Cabinet meeting on August 6. 

Responding to the concerns, Deputy Chief Minister and Minister in charge of Home and National Highways, Yanthungo 

Patton, said the State Government was closely monitoring the situation arising from incidents on August 25 and 26 in 

the Mekirang/Neghrebil area of the DAB along the Nagaland-Assam border. 

Patton said a vehicle carrying rubber saplings supplied by the Rubber Board of India was stopped on the evening of 

August 25 at a barricade erected by the Assam Forest Department. The saplings were intended for distribution and 

plantation at Longayim village, not at the recently evicted site. 

https://nagalandtribune.in/ongc-drilling-proposal-border-incidents-stir-nagaland-assembly/
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When the Longayim Village Council and villagers requested that the vehicle be allowed to proceed, a crowd from the 

Assam side gathered, resulting in a scuffle between the two groups. Border Magistrates from Nagaland and Assam 

subsequently reached the spot and jointly assessed the situation. After verifying that the saplings were not intended for 

plantation at the evicted site, the vehicle was allowed to proceed. 

According to Patton, another group from the Assam side gathered near the barricade on August 26 and staged a 

protest. During the incident, the chairmen of Longayim and Lio-Longchum villages, who were travelling through the 

area, were allegedly attacked after being accused of involvement in the previous night's confrontation. The Joint 

Secretary of the Lotha Lower Range Public Organisation (LLRPO), who was also present, was allegedly assaulted. The 

crowd later dispersed following discussions with Assam Government officials. 

Download Nagaland Tribune app on Google Play 

On the same day, the Wokha Deputy Commissioner, accompanied by the SP and SDPO Wokha, ADC Bhandari and 

the Border Magistrate, Merapani, visited the evicted site, including Sector D of the DAB. The team met leaders of 

Mekirang, Longayim and Lio-Longchum villages, along with representatives of the LLRPO. 

Those allegedly assaulted were advised to lodge FIRs, and Patton said the victims subsequently filed an FIR at 

Bhandari Police Station on August 27. 

The district administration also instructed villagers to inform the administration or Border Magistrate about any planned 

activities in the area so that preventive and coordinated measures could be taken with their Assam counterparts, Patton 

said. 

The Wokha Deputy Commissioner later held a joint meeting with the Golaghat Deputy Commissioner and his team at 

the 142 CRPF Camp at Sector D, Merapani. The Wokha DC stressed that the movement of Naga villagers and the 

general public should not be obstructed, as the road serves as a lifeline for the border settlements. 

Following the meeting, the two Deputy Commissioners agreed to activate the Border Level Peace Committee to 

strengthen coordination, maintain peace and prevent similar incidents. Patton said the situation was currently under 

control. 

Background of the Disputed Area 

Providing the background to the dispute, Patton said a joint eviction drive was conducted by Nagaland and Assam 

officials on August 8, 2025, in the Neghrebil/Mekirang area of Sector D, Doyang Reserve Forest. 

A total of 205 households were served eviction notices, of which 146 were evicted. The eviction of the remaining 59 

households was stayed following a court order. The Golaghat District Administration and Assam Forest Department 

later served fresh eviction notices on the same 59 households, directing them to vacate by August 18, 2026. 

The area falls within the DAB and is also claimed by three Naga villagesMekirang, Longayim and Lio-Longchum. 

Patton informed the Assembly that the Gauhati High Court, through its order dated August 18, 2026, granted the 59 

households a further 60 days to vacate the land. 

The Deputy Chief Minister said the State Government was giving top priority to the DAB issue and was continuously 

monitoring and pursuing it at both the Central and State levels. He said the Wokha district administration and Border 

Magistrates were maintaining close coordination with their Assam counterparts to protect Naga villages, settlements 

and residents and prevent a recurrence of the August 25 and 26 incidents. 

Patton added that in the event of future eviction or plantation drives, appropriate mechanisms would be put in place to 

ensure that no unilateral action was undertaken and that such activities were carried out jointly by officials of Nagaland 

and Assam. 
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Is ONGC Drilling in Disputed Border Belt? High Tension in Nagaland Assembly Over Crude Oil 

Survey 

https://newslivetv.com/is-ongc-drilling-in-disputed-border-belt-high-tension-in-nagaland-assembly-over-crude-oil-survey/ 

  
Nagaland legislator Achumbemo Kikon triggered intense discussions in the state Assembly on September 3, 2026, 

over unapproved oil surveys along the 

disputed border with Assam . Deputy Chief Minister Yanthungo Patton responded by assuring the House that border 

security remains fully under control. 

Raising the critical issue under Rule 54, Kikon stated that the Yanmhon Area Public Organisation objected to recent 

exploration activities. The public group reported that teams linked with ONGC started surveying land near Lio Woka 

village in Bhandari subdivision of Wokha district. 

Kikon pointed out that the oil exploration location sits barely 500 metres from local village habitations. He stated that 

national petroleum agencies are marking potential drilling spots across land claimed directly by Nagaland. 

The legislator asked the state government to clarify whether state authorities granted permission for any drilling 

operations. He demanded that all survey activities stop immediately until resolved under the tripartite agreement signed 

between Nagaland, Assam, and the Union Government. 

Kikon also highlighted violent border disputes that occurred on August 25 at Mekirang and Negheribil. He stated that 

Assam Forest Department officials erected barricades and blocked Longayim villagers who were transporting rubber 

saplings distributed by the Rubber Board of India. 

Deputy Chief Minister Yanthungo Patton detailed the incident, explaining that border magistrates from both states 

rushed to the location. Officials cleared the vehicle after confirming that the rubber plants were headed for village farms 

rather than protected eviction plots. 

Patton revealed that a second confrontation erupted on August 26 when local groups gathered near the highway 

checkpost. Assailants attacked 2 Naga village leaders alongside a senior representative of the Lotha Lower Range 

Public Organisation. 

Victims registered a criminal complaint at Bhandari Police Station on August 27 to initiate strict legal action. Following 

the clash, deputy commissioners from Wokha and Golaghat convened emergency meetings to prevent further transit 

disruptions along the vital border lifeline. 

Both state administrations agreed to revive the Border Level Peace Committee to coordinate ground patrols and settle 

local arguments peacefully. Patton assured lawmakers that regular dialogue between border officials has restored total 

calm across the contested zone. 

Giving historical background, Patton recalled that authorities conducted a major eviction drive at Negheribil on August 

8, 2025. Officials served notices to 205 households and cleared 146 structures, while action against 59 families was 

delayed by court directions. 

Fresh eviction notices were issued recently, but the Gauhati High Court granted a 60-day protection extension on 

August 18, 2026. Patton affirmed that future plantation or eviction drives in disputed sectors will proceed only through 

joint bilateral coordination. 

 

Hasid Khan 
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NRDC and ONGC Sign MoU to Boost Technology Commercialisation 

https://www.psuconnect.in/memorandum-of-understanding/nrdc-and-ongc-sign-mou-to-boost-technology-

commercialisation 

  
National Research Development Corporation and Oil and Natural Gas Corporation sign MoU to strengthen 

collaboration in technology evaluation, development, transfer and commercialisation. MoU exchanged in Dehradun. 

New Delhi: The National Research Development Corporation (NRDC) and Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) 

have signed a Memorandum of Understanding to strengthen collaboration in the commercialisation of technologies. 

The MoU aims to facilitate technology evaluation, development, transfer and commercialisation between the two 

organisations. 

The agreement was exchanged by Commodore Amit Rastogi (Retd.), Chairman and Managing Director of NRDC, and 

Shri Tarun Kumar Mathuria, Executive Director & Chief of Institute, KDMIPE, ONGC, Dehradun. 

The exchange took place in the presence of Shri Om Prakash Sinha, Director (Exploration), ONGC, along with senior 

officials from both organisations. 

The partnership is expected to help bridge the gap between research outcomes and market-ready solutions, supporting 

the commercialisation of innovative technologies in the energy and related sectors. 

Key highlights 

Parties: NRDC and ONGC 

Focus: Technology evaluation, development, transfer and commercialisation 

Signed by: CMD, NRDC and ED & Chief of Institute, KDMIPE, ONGC 

Present: Director (Exploration), ONGC and senior officials 
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Khowai Municipal Council, ONGC Sign MoU For Better Waste Management. 

https://www.tripurastarnews.com/khowai-municipal-council-ongc-sign-mou-for-better-waste-management/ 

  
Khowai, Tripura, 3rd of September, 2026 : As part of the Swachh Bharat initiative, a Memorandum of Understanding 

(MoU) has been signed on Thursday (3rd September, 2026) between the Khowai Municipal Council and ONGC. The 

primary objective of this initiative is to keep the Khowai Municipal Council area clean and environmentally friendly 

through the proper collection, processing, and management of waste generated at various locations. 

The newly formed cooperative, comprising representatives from around 100 SHGs, is expected to play a key role in 

ensuring efficient waste management in the municipal area. 

For the implementation of the project, ONGC Tripura has allocated more than 1 crore. The funds will be used to 

undertake initiatives aimed at processing and recycling waste generated in the municipal area through modern 

methods. 

Addressing at the event, Khowai Municipal Council Chairman Debashish Nath Sharma said that the successful 

implementation of this initiative would greatly benefit the people of Khowai Municipal Council area. He also expressed 

hope that the initiative would usher in a new era of waste management and help make Khowai town cleaner and more 

environmentally friendly. 

The General Manager of ONGC Tripura, along with other officials, was present at the Khowai Municipal Council office 

at around 10 a.m. on Thursday. The event was attended by Khowai Municipal Council Chairman Debashish Nath 

Sharma, Sub-Divisional Magistrate and Chief Executive Officer of Khowai Municipal Council Nirmal Kumar Jha, along 

with other officials from the Municipal Council and ONGC. 
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ONGC Videsh in talks to recovery $500 million Venezuela dividend, weighs cash or crude payment 

https://www.msn.com/en-in/money/economy/ongc-videsh-in-talks-to-recovery-500-million-venezuela-dividend-weighs-

cash-or-crude-payment/ar-AA2boImn 

  
Arunima Bharadwaj  ONGC Videsh Ltd, an overseas arm of state-run Oil and Natural Gas Corp, is in talks with 

authorities to recover around $500 

million in dividends stuck in Venezuela following US sanctions, an official privy to the matter said, adding the payment 

could be settled in cash or crude oil. 

The development comes as ONGC looks to revive operations in Venezuela following relief from US sanctions. In July, 

the US Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) granted a general licence to OVL for resumption of its operations in 

Caracas. 

"Talks are underway for the dividend due to OVL, and it is also being negotiated whether it would be paid in cash or in 

terms of oil supplies. This should be resolved by the time the framework is prepared," the official said. 

The company holds a 40 percent stake in the San Cristobal oil project and an 11 percent interest in the Carabobo 

project, both in partnership with Venezuela's state oil company Petrleos de Venezuela SA (PDVSA). 

Due to US sanctions, the company has not been able to receive the income for the past few years and has around 

$500 million of dividends stuck in the country. PDVSA had earlier agreed to give oil to OVL instead of cash dividends. 

The two upstream assets have remained underutilised for years due to sanctions, underinvestment and payment 

constraints, with dividends and receivables effectively stranded. 

In 2024, ONGC Videsh sought a specific licence from the US treasury department to operate in Venezuela. 

OVL is also working with the Venezuelan government to establish an operating framework for the two projects 

expected to be finalised within the next three months, managing director Rajarshi Gupta said after ONGC's annual 

general meeting on August 31. 

Petroleum and natural gas minister Hardeep Singh Puri has said India and Venezuela are looking to deepen their 

energy partnership and Indian companies ready to expand their presence in the South American country. The 

comments came after a meeting with Venezuela's acting president Delcy Elona Rodrguez Gmez in New Delhi on June 

4. 

Venezuela has emerged as the third largest supplier of oil to India in August, surpassing Saudi Arabia. India's crude oil 

imports from Venezuela hit their highest level since 2020 in August, rising 64 percent from July to 358,000 barrels per 

day, according to commodity analytics firm Kpler. 

In January, US forces captured Venezuelan President Nicols Maduro following which Delcy Rodrguez was sworn in as 

the interim president. 

Last week, US President Donald Trump announced an oil deal with Venezuela, putting 65 billion barrels of recoverable 

oil under Washington's control, a volume that surpasses total US proved oil reserves of 46 billion barrels. 
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