CGCING 317 Product ETDelhiBS
LE

PubDate: 1-11-2025 Zone: DelhiCapital  Editior: 1
92 13 9g €€ g 12

|t|cs

User: shashi.bhushand  Time:

i
eidand e

1-10-2025
21

Page: ETDCECO1

DEBZ

Pure Po

N

g

wilwadis

THE ECONOMIC TIMES | NEW DELHI /

23:33
(413

Color:
153

oL

GURGAON | TUESDAY | 11 NDVEMBER 2025 | WW W ECONDMICTIMES.COM

onGce

ENERCY: Now AMD Next

Where the best
train to be better

36 years of Advancing Our Political Bureau
Safety, Occupational Health and
Environment Management New Delhi: About 680 lakh kg

of adulterated ghee worth
250 crore was allegedly supp-
lied to Tirum Tirupati De-
vasthanams (T'TD} for five ve-
ars (o prepare the laddu pra-
s of the trust
were all.ei:cdly bribed into si-
a Supreme Court-appo-

(T in Crore unless atherwise stated)

sed dairy prepared the ghee
without procuring any milk
or butter. SIT gathered these
details following the arrest t:f
accused Ajay Kumar S
gandh, who supplied va Inu:.
chemicals to this dairy, which
was contracted by TTD to
supply ghee for the laddu pra-
sail. Detalls of investigation
rt of a remand report fi-
led by SIT ina Nellore court.

SIT EXPOSES DAIRY IN TIRUPA DDU ROW

Fake Ghee Worth 3250 cr Used
in Tirupati Laddus for 5 yrs: SIT

No milk ar butter, only chemicals used by Uttarakhand dairy; officials bribed :

rupati-based Vyshnavi dairy
UP-based Mal Ganga amd Ta- =
mil Nadu-hased AR Dairy CBIL Z o
hasalleged that TTD chairman ==
YV Subba Reddy andother offi-
clals were aware of the adulte-
rated ghee being supplied but
were allegedly bribed into s
lence. The investigations have
traced the money trail to Red-
dy’s personal assistant Kadwru
Chinnappanna. It has said in

ta paried (atar tax) and Ofrar
Comprenareva income (aher 2]

PANKAJ SARAN

Helworth

Further, he shaped Bhutan's re-
lationship with India in allareas,

PrimeMinister Narendra Mo-
di’s trip to Bhutan is a visit
with a difference. He will tra-
vel, onhehalf of a grateful na-
tion, to join the 70=birthanni-

|8 | P up Dot Gaptal { Oveaning Dt
Eqaiy

pecially security as evidenced
in Bhutan's actions against Indi-
an Insurgent Groups in 2008. One
of his last acts before abdication
wastorevise the 1846 Indo-Bhutan
Treaty of Friendship The upda-

socio-economic development.
The credit for this goes to the
Fourth King. se who have
dealt with him will vouch for
his soft demeanour, sharp in-
tellect, unqualified love forhis
country and strong spiritual
sense. He has the ability to
think ahesd, anticipate and
prepare for change This Is
why his counsel is still sought
onalleritical matters
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: versary celebrationsof oneof  ted 2007 Treaty lays the founda-
mmﬂf‘n ;:; :1';: :: ::g g;: m :g ::: ::i ;: India’s most valued friends, tion for a more contemporary In
Dbt Bty Paf el Tl B oo 003 %! e o e o Ithe Fourth KI‘DL of Bhutan dis-Bhutan |\=.:

: o it kil Lo MG L 210] 26 Lo 1= 127 The Tourth King reigned sed on

L] i1 I ) ) B L]l 848 .36 &7 72| from 1972t02006beforeopting  renewed equa-

L] 194 134 206 0] 1 L I 050 090 EET] tostep down at51in favouref  lity mutual in-
Leng Termm Dot 2 Working Cagial 012 012 [iE] at [ | - 2258 25 = his son and also usher inthe  terest and re- 8

- - . - - - 2 i ' 4 era of democratic constitu-  spect.  Accor-

bs 9z k25 [ 028 L 044 043 ] 043 tional meonarchy In Bhutan, ding to  the

il (1] g % . -ﬁ 016 3 gﬂ 5 ?,1 ng Such peaceful and orderly World Bank,

— A : + LT N I transferof power israreinto-  Bhutan’s  per

4 A2 Az “ﬂ!—mv—"’m 241 14 1L day’s world. His relgnsawthe  capita income

.t 28 A re=—a By i L uh Al transformation of Bhutan today exceeds

H] 5 ;

0 HE 5 BE B8] x E L s [l from a “hermit Kingdom® toa  $3,800, well

high income, green and stab-  above the So-

et plr o S het 203, le society: Even today he con-  uth Asian av-

E R tinues to discreetly guidethe  erage,  while

Desdinurs il naieg Prasea s 5 i o 1 8 e Exchanes wikabs B o Do oo political transformation. still - maintai-

e In its own understated way  ning  almost

By order of the Board Bhutan stands out as a model 2% of its land

- of successful governance and  under  forest

cover. Its social
indicators are {
an\ongthcbcst

in

o [P «{ | 1o a Friendly King in Troubled Neighbourhood

historical and spiritual signifi-
cance as they have been sent to
only select countries in recent
years, In addition, the PM will
participate in a Global Peace
Prayer Festival, which will in-
clude recitations from all sects
of VajrayanaBuddhism.

The 1020 MW Punatsangehhu-11
Hydroclectric Project, co-develo
ped by India
and Bhutan,
will also be
inaugurated
during  the
PM's  visit,
This is a fit-
ting tribute
tothe Fourth
King, given
that the pro-
ject was con-
ceived  du-
ringhistime.
This will be
the  second
such inaugu-
ration  after
the 720 MW
Mangdech-
hu Project in
So far
India has jo

in contrast m the internal uphea-
vals and challenges that India's
other neighbours have faced inre-
CEIEYears,

The Sacred Piprahwa Relics of
Lord Buddha, being a!mv.us' d

intly five hydro-elec-
tric projects in Bhutan totalling
4156 MW, A number of other hy-
del and renewable energy pro-
Jjectsare in the pipeline involving
Indian private companies, Indi-
a's support in this sector is the

by tof
lebrations, is a special gesture of

the bilateral eco
nomiceooperation.

Quarter | Half Year | Guarter | HaM Year Year Guarter | Half Year | Quarter | Half Year Year A . = t . e 7
gl il Mol bl B e S| B ] ity R ol i | [ Thas found. According to CBI, Pomil Jain the report that a supplier of
5L Particulars 30.09.2025 30.09.2024 |31, 2025 31.03.2005 rafterthe SCappointed  and Vipin Jain, directors of ghee gave 320 lakh cashito Chin-
Moy a CBLled SIT to investigate M/s Bhole Baba OrganicDairy,  ghee lavour to adjust lab test nappanna through a hawala
Unaudited Unaudited | Audited |Unaudited | Unaudited | Unandited | Unaudited |  Audited whether adulterated gheehad  set up a fake ghee manufact-  values and maintain ghee aro-  agent in Delhi. On other occa- =
1 Operatiora 3300056 | 6509045 | JIEE088| 65,147.26|1,07,46.09) 1SE1108 22101620 | 15033105 | 125,290.00 | 659,20231 been used to prepare Tirapati  ring unit and forged milk pro-  ma Bhole Babadairy gotblack-  sions, the TTD chaivman's per- —=r
[ laddus, the investigation has curementdata. Thedairy inste- listed in 2022 but they continu-  sonal assistant received 0 =
% o e B ot 3 . . A -
hefoes Ta, Excoptioral bors) __szdl i _Z?E?EN a0 zﬁ'f 12 |t iaa 5 ﬂ'z’uw_! ?zﬂﬁ‘ EEEmAE a_m:m St revealed that between 2019 ad used chemicals like beta-ca-  ed to supply adulterated ghee  lakh from an emplovee of the =
a Neummu.ma]'mupummlue 1254071 | 232ma0d| 150e800| seomtz| ee7Eaer| 17, 39421‘ ppem| ipme| mmem| s and 2024, an Uttarakhand-ba- rotene, acetic acid ester and through other dairies like Ti-  gheesupplier 5_3
T P 70 prosn apargr| warzen| 11seasz| mozeve| ssswae| 12Ee0| 2ateam|  ssnan| teEran| smamss 2
o

o

India has closely partnered with = —m
Bhutan since its first Five-Year =
Plan in1871. India has committed
TW,000 crore for the latest 13th
Plan from 2024 to 2029,

Llud&\» an intricate system of
cross-border rail links, roads, In-
tegrated Check Posts, trade rou-
tes, new immigration points and
digital eonnectivity. Twonew rail-
way links are now proposed bet-
ween Kokrajhar and Gelephu,
and Banarhatand Samtse.

Among the most visionary pro-
jects by Bhutan that India sup
ports ks the Mindfulness City Pr
ject in Gelephu, near Assam, to =
evalve into a regional economice =
hub. In January, the Jogighopa In-
land Waterway Terminal next to
Gelephu was inaugurated which
will serve Bangladesh as well as
eastern India. Besides this, India
hasalsoextended support toanot-
her flagship project of the King,
the Gyalsung National Service
Progranime, & one-year mandato-
ry training module for all Bhuta-
nese youthagedabove 18, =

Amidregional and global up-
heaval, thesuccess storyof ati-
ny kingdom nestled between
thevast Tibetan expanse and a =
giant neighbour to its South
provides a much-needed hea-
ling touch, a ray of hope and a
model of how disparate na-
tionscan amicably coexist.

{ The author is former Deputy
National Security Adviser)
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FACADE AND FENESTRATION TECHNOLOGIES
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FRAMING
THE FUTURE

Innovations shaping the next generation of
sustainable, high-performance buildings

e

SE

Respedit.Chennai
@timesofindia.com

n the ever-evolving world of architecture,

where innovation meets functionality,

facade and fenestration systems are

emerging as pivotal forces shaping the
buildings of tamorrow. These elements
define how structures breathe, perform,
and express identity—harmonising structural
integrity, energy efficiency, and aesthetic
excellence.

Across India, the conversation around

building envelopes has grown into a dynamic
field ofmllaboranur! hetween technology

READER ENGAGEMENT INITIATIVE

respond to their environments. The focus has
shifted toward occupant comfort, thermal

innovators, mant

e, ventilation, and acoustic

and design professionals. The latest
advancements go far beyond traditional doors
and windows, encompassing a wide range of
intelligent facade systems—from unitised and
stick curtain walls to contemporary cladding,
railing, and shading solutions.

Modem materials such as uPVC and
alumirium, paired with smart hardware,
automation systems, and precision
machinery, are transforming the way facades

control—signalling a new era of design driven
by sustainability and human experience.

For architects, developers, and builders,
keeping pace with these technologies means
maore than aesthetic refinement; it's about

ing global dards of p ce
and respansibility. As fagade and fenestration
systems cantinue to evolve, they are not
merely framing views—they are framing the
future of how we build and inhabit space.
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Cough syrup
sales in Oct
fall for the first
time in 3 years

MANU KAUSHIK
New Delhi, November 10

IN THE WAKE of regulatory
clampdown and changes in the
consumer preference, the sales
of cold and cough syrups took a
beating in October, marking a
trend reversal during the sea-
sonal rise in respiratory ill-
nesses. As per healthcare
research firm Pharmarack, the
sales of cough syrups stood at
%431 crore in October, falling
from X437 crore in September.
In volume terms, the sales
dropped 2.4% from 38.35 mil-
lion unitsin Septemberto 37.45
million units in October. This is
the first time in three years
when the sales of cough syrups
—bothvolumeandvalue —did-
n’t exceed the September sales.

The dip in sales is on largely
account of the heightened
safety concerns among con-
sumersafteratleast 25 children
died recently in Madhya
Pradesh and Rajasthan after
consuming  contaminated
cough syrup.Following theinci-
dent,variousstate governments
banned the sale of syrups with
substandard quality. In early
October,the Centre issued advi-
sory that cough and cold syrups
should not be prescribed for
children belowtwoyears of age.

“Weareseeingacutdownin
the rampant usage of cough
syrups. Since the controversy
wasaround the quality of ingre-
dientsusedin the contaminated
syrups, the doctors have started
recommending known brands
where the quality is guaran-
teed,” said Sheetal Sapale, vice
president at Pharmarack.At the
same time, the sales of solid
solutions (tablets) within the
overall cold and cough market
have goneupby1.2%involume
terms — highlighting the con-
sumer preference towards safer
treatment options. In terms of
value,cough syrups account for
over 75% of the marKket.

The Pharmarack data shows
that Eli Lilly’s weight-loss drug
Mounjarohasbecome the high-
est selling brand with I100-
crore sales in October.

Deal on labour mobility likely during Putin visit

INDIAAND RUSSIA arelikely to
sign a bilateral mobility agree-
ment during President Vladimir
Putin’s visit to New Delhi in the
first week of December.

This accord will establish a
framework for legal migration,
protection of workers’rightsand

expansion of skilled Indian
manpower in Russia as the
nation is feeling an acute short-
age of qualified and skilled
workers in its expanding econ-
omy.According to reports, the
agreementwill ensure legal pro-
tection for existing Indianwork-

ersand open pathways forthou-
sands of new professionals. By
theend of theyear,over 70,000
Indians nationals are expected
tobe officiallyemployed across
Russia under the quotas
managed by the Russian Min-
istry of Labour. —PTI

Rooted

in Trust,

Foundation Day

Tamilnad
M prean|ife
Bardk Led

Together.

Date & Time: 11*" November 2025, 4pm onwards
Venue: AVM Kamalavel Mahal, Thoothukudi

Chief Guest

Padma Shri.
Dr. Mylswamy Annadurai
Moon Man of India,

Former Director, ISRO

On this auspicious day, we extend our heartfelt gratitude
to our founders, customers, partners, & stakeholders.

www.tmb.bank.in | Toll-free: 180 0425 0426

%) Don't panic - there is nothing
s
9 like digital arrest

9 Don‘t share any personal/
~financial information

) Immediately report to
~ cybercrime.gov.in or

.....

call 1930 for help

For more defails,

visit hrtps://rbikehrahai.rbi.org.in/da
For feedback,

wrire to rbikehtahai@rbi.org.in
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EXTRACT OF FINANCIAL RESULTS FOR THE QUARTER AND HALF YEAR ENDED 30 SEPTEMBER, 2025

ONGC

EMERCY: Now AND Next

Where the best
train to be better

36 years of Advancing
Safety, Occupational Health and
Environment Management

¥ in Crore unless otherwise stated]
Standalone Consolidated
Quarter | Half Year | Quarter | Half Year Year | Quarter | Half Year | Quarter | Half Year Year
5 ended ended ended ended ended ended ended ended ended ended
H::* Particulars 30.09.2025 30.09.2025| 30.09.2024 | 30.09.2024 |31.03.2025 30.09.2025 | 30.09.2025 .30.09.2024" 30.09.2024"( 31.03.2025
Unaudited |Unaudited | Unaudited | Unaudiled | Audited 'Unaudited | Unaudited | Unaudited | Unaudited | Audited
1 | Teaal Incema fram Cparalians 23308156 | 6509345 ( 33080861 69794726 (147E46.28 15701106 32001920 15933106 | 2.28,299.0% | 6632621
2 [ et ProfeJ [Lass) for fie paricd ’
{befiora Tay, Excepbonal rams) 1254471 23289.04 | 15036.00| 26890212 467H9.E1| 17294.40( 83281154 1267643 ( 29850457 B2 RdB 05
3t Met ProfR /7 [Lass) bor e pancd before i :
T (afer Excegtional itsens) 1254471 | 2328904 ( 150%8.00( 2609212| 46759B1( 1v23421| 23279279| 1265544| 2578083 i
4 { Met Prode / [Lass) for Bye paniod aftes P
Tax {aar Excentianal ilems) 904797 17 E220( 11984021 2092212( 3I561032( 12B1460] 2416881 GA41.40 | 1961740 38328 54
5 T::alﬂwnprehmqnlalnm_lu
the penced |Campeising Prali/ (Loss} far 9B5060| H40856| tadmaz| 2a08633| 2720049) 13F2008| 2951559 1200685 234103%| 3184041
fhe pencd [afer fax)and Other
Comprehensive hoome [2her 1ax)]
£ | Equity Share Capdal [Face value of T 5% each] 620014 629014 f,290.14 6,290.14 | 6.230.14 G200, 14 625014 6.290.14 f,290.14 £.290.14
[Rewoh 396119162 [ 396 11062 | 526,867 18 | 32608778 |3 16,28958| 40181934 40181934 | 37008183 | 379,081 86| 37423512
B | Paid up Debt Capital | Ouistanding Dedd SA4217| SB4RAY G, 14351 614051 | B40768| 14330826 14380826 159566889 | 1,59.568.98| 1,53.555.91
§ | Oriher Eguity 5,29.82048 [ 3,29.820.48 | 32050764 | 320507 64 (30009344 36148664 36146064 A4559235 | 14550035 337150
10 | Capial Redemption Raserve 1265 48 12644 126,48 126.48 126.48 13145 13335 13395 133,95 13395
11 | Debenhure Redempiion Resane Mot apoiicaite | Mot applicabin| Mot Applcable | Kot Applcabls | Mot Applcable 2 FrRT 2714 27 14 a7
12 | Eamings Por Share{Face vaius of
¥ 5L aach )- nal annusised
{&] Basic (¥} T.H3 14.21 953 16.63 283 853 1637 B.13 16.06 2B.A0
[ Celurted () TAL 14.21 953 {6.63 2851 853 16.37 E13 16,08 2EA0
13 | Debt Equity Ratic .02 a0z .02 .02 D.Eﬂ] .55 {1.3% {142 .42 |
14 | Debt Service Coveraga Ralia 3132 42 61 EE;E.-QIJJ' PEE 36 22253 210 ) {82 1.36 127
15 | Interest Sanvice Cavarage Ratic a11.32 25804 R340 | P66.36 ! 254 B49 B35 .71 128
16 | Currant Ratio 1.04 1.84 2.08 205 1.40 Q.67 (.87 (1,54 0.90 081
17 | Long Tam Debl o Working Capital 012 042 11 011 0.25 iy a5 £ Jace e
18 | Bad debls to Acsount Receivable Refo £ 2 . . . - - ; : g
19 | Gurrent Lishity Ratio 025 D2 0.25 (1,25 0.28 (.44 (.44 .43 043 {43
20 | Total Debls fo Total Assels ot a0 .01 0,01 0,02 .18 .13 0.1 0,21 .20
2 | Deblors Tumesar a4l 557 3.50 f.62 1271 %) 1363 722 14,94 2893
23 | Invertory Tumeer FIT BT 193] § 52 12.40 | 290 561 28 £.14 11.77
21 | Opamating Mangin [%) 4134 824 4?.?91 42 42 37.26 131 1232 10,35 1015 101
24 | Net Prolil Margin 22 281 0745 35.37 | J0.26 2563 799 pli] £.18 5.98 h.78

* Reslatad "Ml dstiosed a3 genominglor is nagatve
Hohes:

1

2|

The abcrm rafadis am in apcordanco with the Indian Ancoenhing Standanss (Ind-AST as prascrbed under Section 133 of Se Companies Ao, 2013, read with the valevant rules ssund thareunder and chher actounting
principles generaily acosoied i India.
Thee atooes 1% an exirdct o the detsled foemal of unsudied Finanoal Fesulls lor quasder and Bl yaar endpd 30002025 ed wigh (he Siock Exchanges under Regulalion 33 & 52 of the SEB| I:Lﬂli-"hg_ and THher

Diaciaune Requeaments) Reguletona, 2015, Tre ful Tomset of unesedded Firancisl Results dothe guars: and hall yess ended 30,08 3005 are avaliable of 18 Sock Exchanges website of BSE (wew hzandis com),
MSE ¢ B.com) and Compamy's wabsie al www.ongcindia.com.
rdar of the Board
Byo rsd.*-
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EXTRACTS OF UNAUDITED CONSOLIDATED FINANCIAL RESULTS FOR THE QUARTER AND HALF YEAR ENDED 30 SEPTEMBER 2025

¥ in croms oecept per share data)

For F
For the quarter ended or the half year or the year
ended ended
Particulars 30 September | 30June | 30 September | 30 September | 30 September 31 March
S 2025 2025 2024 2025 2024 2025
| —I
| Unaudited Unaudited | Audited
1 Total income from operations 10,892.78 10,207.14 9,776.83 21,099.92 19,206.59 39,312.21
2 EBITDA * 1,387.85 1,309.80 1,186.49 2,697.65 2,398.21 4,666.63
Net profit for the period (before tax, exceptional
3 and/or extraordinary items) 1,061.01 969.05 834.27 2,030.06 1,720.21 3,346.02
Net profit for the period before tax (after excep-
4 tional and/or extraordinary items) 1,078.42 969.05 834.27 2,047.47 1,720.21 3,338.96
Net profit for the period after tax (after exception-
5 e finary items) 807.92 714.66 609.42 1,522.58 1,255.49 2,499.72
Total comprehensive income for the period [com-
6 prising profit for the period (after tax) and other 815.91 713.57 606.63 1,529.48 1,253.79 2,537.18
comprehensive income (after tax)]
7 eP:;'ﬂ“" equity share capital {face value of t2/- 164.74 164.73 164.69 164.74 164.69 164.73
8 Other equity 17,914.54 17,249.22 15,296.87 17,914.54 15,296.87 16,523.21
9 Securities premium account 4,120.52 4,120.10 4,102.26 4,120.52 4,102.26 4,119.73
10 Net worth 18,079.28 17,413.95 15,461.56 18,079.28 15,461.56 16,687.94
11 Paid up debt capital # 99.00 99.00 474.00 99.00 474.00 286.50
12 Qutstanding redeemable preference shares - - - - - -
13 Debt equity ratio 0.37 0.35 0.41 0.37 0.41 0.38
Earning per share (EPS) (face value of ¥2/- each)
14 a) Basic 9.80 8.67 7.42 18.47 15.29 30.42
b) Diluted 9.78 8.66 7.41 18.44 15.28 30.41
(EPS for the period not annualised)
15 Capital redemption reserve 20.00 20.00 20.00 20.00 20.00 20.00
16 Debenture redemption reserve # - - - - - -
17 Debt service coverage ratio 4.92 2.94 4.39 3.71 4.80 3.26
18 Interest service coverage ratio 10.49 9.57 7.78 10.02 8.28 8.11

* EBITOW = Enméngs belore inberast, tax, deprecation & amorization and other incoms
¥ Ligted debentirs

Maotus
The sboye s &0 extracd of the detaied tormal of guarierdivhall yesslyyvearly finanial resulls Tiled with the Slock Extbanges undear Requlstion 33 and Regulation 62 resd with Regulation 63 of
(e SEBH {Ligting Obligatiors and Dischesune Aeguirements) Aeguistions, 2015} [SEB| [LODORY]. The ful Tormet of e slandalons and consolidated guarteriyball yeardyyeaty Anancisl meus
Alory) 'with other lne items.redemed in Reguiation 52(d) of the SEBI [LOOR) ane avalable on the Comgsany's websibe: fwwejindaisiainless com) and on the websites of Bombey Siock Exchangs
{ween bizindia.cony) and e National Steck Exchange of koeda Lid. (ewe.nssindia.com), The same can be access by scanning the OF Code providsed elo.

clancainng Tinencl Infarmetion of the Company, pursuan! o regulation A7 D) of SEB51 {LOOR; :

éﬁﬁhér.financialexpregﬁaﬁ@y".. &

[¥in crores)
For the half year For the year
For the Quarter ended B ‘ ended
Particulars 30 September 30 June 30 September | 30 September | 30 September 31 March
§ 2025 2025 2024 2025 2024 2025
Unaudited Unaudited Audited
Total income from operations 10,880.89 10,340.51 9,745.65 21,221.40 19,330.55 40,181.68
EBITDA * 1,059.82 1,047.79 1,006.92 2,107.61 2,011.32 3,905.20
Profit before tax (before exceptional items) 866.91 862.78 792.82 1,729.69 1,581.08 3,367.63
Profit before tax (after exceptional items) 866.91 862.78 792.82 1,729.69 1,581.08 3,519.18
Profit after tax 643.89 641.64 589.29 1,285.53 1,167.61 2,711.19
E E By Ordler of the Board af Directors
T For Jindal Stainless Limited
=
Tarun Kamar Khalhe
Place; Maw Delhi E iChief Execiitive officer, Chie! Rnancial ficer
Date: 10 Mavember 225 and Whale Time Director
New Delhi O 99 O <l e
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Worsening Pollution Crisis Has Soured Love Story With Capital

HE MORE THINGS CHANGE, THE MORE THEY REMAIN SAME!

Photos Piyal Shattacharer, Anindya Chattmpadhyay, Tanun Rawat
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Meghna.Dhulia
@timesofindia.com
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‘ew Delhi: For Ketan Shar-
14, Delhiwas more than just
ome, It was where he was
rn, grew up and built hisli-
2. The familiar lanes of Mal-
iva Nagar held fond memo-
es of childhood games,
ollege hangouts and cosy fa-
nily evenings on the terrace.
=But a few years ago, Sharma
poctid something he had never
= Zimagined. He sold the house
e grew up in and left the
ity for good.

He ook the decision after
is daughter was born and
is parents began struggling
B—=withage-related ailments. “Tt
ust didn’t feel right breat-

ching the toxic air,” he says.
—=So. packing up decades of
emories, Sharma., along
ith hiswife, child and elder-
y parents, moved to Bengalu-
, chasing cleaner air and
earer skies.

DMany Delhiites now rela-
1o Sharma’s story. A viral
social media post this week
truck a chord across the co-
ntry. A professional revea-
ed how his spouse, unable to
ar Delhi's choking smog
nd worried about their
hild’s health, quit a presti
ious govt job and moved on.
The post sparked a collec-
e sense of frustration and
ar over Delhi's worsening
llution crisis. With the
_Z=city's air quality hovering in
“the very poor range for the
ast few weeks, pollution is
0 longer a seasonal inconve-
ience or an abstract policy
ssue; it's shaping life choi
es, From families making
vinter-escape planstoothers
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permanently relocating, the
foul air is driving an exodus
of those who can afford to
leave the city.
“Ididn'trealisethe intensi-
ty of the problem till myv pa-
rents started falling sick at the
onset of winter every year”
Sharmasays. “Having lived in
Delhi all my life, I probably
adapted. But as my parents
aged, 1 could see how the foul
air was taking a toll on them.
Oncemy child was born, T'was
sure we had to leave, T found a

Jjob in Bengaluru, and we sold
our Delhi house and bought
one in Bengaluru. T don't see
any reason tomove back.”
For Danish, a Delhi Uni-
versity student, leaving the
city isn't a matter of luxury,
but offers a fleeting escape,
“Since my mother moved he-
re two years ago, her health
has deteriorated because of
the pollution, Thesituation is
so bad that as soon as I finish
my studies, I plan to move so-
mewhere else. Last year, I to-

ok a short break and went
back to Avodhya, my home
town, in Nov. 1 plan to do the
same now. This will perhaps
bemylast year in thiscity

Others, like Vitasta, a
schoolteacher. continue to
endure. "My mother has a he-
art condition and relies on a
pacemaker. Doctors have
strongly recommended that
we keep an air purifier run-
ning at home at all times. She
can't do without it even for a
minute,”shesays, “Thesitua-
tion is affecting our entire fa-

HIGH COST OF

BAD AIR

mily. Yesterday, T was telling

my relatives that a time may

come when people will have
i =

Rajesh ehts

Alt + Delhi: Why Many Are Bidding Adieu

Data interruptions blur reality -

48

b Continued from P1

')y Ba0pm. about 66 sta-
) tions were back on, and
by 8pm_ nearly half (302
stations) had come online
This means that the offline
stations were not reflecting
live data although these werse
being monitored
“Continuous data is very
important for monitoring
hourly changes. It helps iden-
tify peak pollution levels, espe-
eially in the early morning
andnight hours, sothat people
can take precautionary mea-
sures_ It alsoenables appropri-
ate pollution control actions
on the ground,” said Shamb-
havi Shukla, program manag-
e air pollution team, CSE.
Meanwhile, CAQM in astate-
mentclaimad that there hasheen
improvement in air guality this
yearas compared with the corre-
sponding period last year.

CAQM claimed there has been
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in air quality this year compared with

“The average AQL in Delhi
forthe.Jan1-Nov 8 period this
year has been recorded at175.
It was 189 during the corre-
sponding period last year
PM2.5 and PM10 concentra-
tion levels were 75 pg/maand
170 pg/ma3, respectively, as
against 87 pg/m3 and 191 pg/
ma, respectively, during the
ecorresponding  period last
year,” CAQM stated, adding
that there has been a decline
in farm fires this year and

Police register case after pollution protest at India Gate

elhi Police has registered a case following
the poliution-related protest held at India
Gateon Sunday. Police sources saidthe case was
registered undersections 132 (Assault or
criminal force to deter public servant from
discharge of hisduty), 221 (obstructing public
servantin discharge of public functions}, 3(5)
{commen intention), and 285 (danger or
obstruction in public way or line of navigation) of
BNS. Several people were detained on Sunday

afternoon after they India Gateas

partofa"cleanair protest”, demanding urgent
govt action and strict policies to mitigate what
they called an "air emergency”. Palice said the
S advised to move
to Jantar Mantar, the designated site for public
protests. When protesters continuedto block
Man Singh Road, authorities intervened toclear
the traffic. “They were detained after repeated
warnings, as they refused to shift the protestto
Jar:‘tar Ma_r‘l\ar. obstructing public movement,”
TN

better preemptiv ¥

Ggn’s AQI ‘cover story’: Trees, walls & missing data

IpsitaPatiztimesofindia.com

Gurgaon: A thick smokescreen hung
aver the city till late Monday morning. 1t
was much the same in Delhi, Noida and
ather parts of NCR. But while Delhi's AQTL
was 345 (very poor) and Noida's 318 (very
poor), Gurgaon seemed to be breathing
easier with an AGQI of 221(poor). What one

W
As a teacher even when stu-
dents attend online classes, I
still have to go to school. But
it's becoming unbearable,”

A few have found other so-

't fitwithwhat thedata suggested.

It's been like this through this peak
pollution season, since Diwali, with Gur-
gaon’s average AGI mostly better than
other NCR cities. Since Diwali, Gurgaon
has recorded only two very poor AR days,

lutions, F ils now ti-
me their work trips or remote
assiznments to coincide with
Delhi’s worst months. "My
projects often take me abroad,
s0 I plan them around the pol-
lution season,” says Rajiv So-
ni, who is currently in Slovaki-
a's Bratislava, “Tcan'tquit Del-
hias my base, but I try to stay
away during these months,”
Others head to hill towns
like Ranikhet, Mussoorie, Chail
orKasauli, whereservice apart-
ments offer short-term refuge.
Butnot everyone can simp-
ly pack up and go. As one user
onXpointed out, “While many
respect the couple’s decision
to leave, not everyone has that
privilege. Most people can't
Just quit and move. We need
goviofficialsto ma-

Problems faced What residents are

> Air quality often | > Some families are relocating to cleaner
dips to ‘severe” cities like Bengalury and Pune

levels, making »0Dthers plan seasonal escapes during the
breathing difficult | peak pollution months

> Elderly people | *The use of air purifiers, masks and

and children indoar filters is rising

are the worst » People forced to limit outdoor exposure
affected, with and reduce travel

rising respira- Effects of prolonged expasure to

tory and heart pollution, as per experts

problems » Respiratory problems

> Families are » Cardiovascular issues

forced to rely > Weakened immunity

on air purifiers » Eye and skin irritation (]

round the clock » Cognitive and developmental impact

» Qutdoor i = =
activities, school oot

FOULINES AN GallY | s o ot smeints e s bomla ek eacld
life continue to {3 SR - |
be disrupted L““ v T

ke policy changes. Running
away is easy — fixing (the pol-
lutionproblem}is hard.”

How Decision Support At10.4°C, lowest min
air temperature of season;

poaor il thire te days.

Within the same airshed, this can hap-
pen sometimes because of wind direction
and hyperlocal meteorological factors.
Butwhen it sustains over a period of time,
one has tolook more closely at the data, In
fact, place recording the data. That's what
wedid on Monday: It was revealing.

Allfive continuous airmonitering sta-
at Vikas Sadan, Sector 51, Teri

tions

Gram, Gwalpahari and Manesar

close to thick foliage or near walls, violat-
ing CPCB rules that require monitors to
beinstalledat least20-30metresfromirees
and 50 metres from major structures, in
open and well-ventilated areas. The sta-

but the monitors’ locations stayed fixed.”
an official said.

An analysis of CPCB’s real-time data =
shows the Gwalpahari station failed tore- =
cord PM25 levels for several hours on =
multiple days this month., Since AQL aver- =2
agesare based on available readings, mis- =
sing data of PM2.5 — the pollutant most =

g g

are

tions have also not

and Teri Gram

non-functional for weeks.

Overthe vears, vegetation within govt

ly recorded ¢
PM2.5and sulphurdioxide (SO-)data, low-
ering the citv's AQT averages, Gwalpahari
ed incomplete in-
dices forseveral days. LED display boards
at all five stations have, meanwhile, been

ponsible for NCR's poor air im- 8
proves the average score. At Teri Gram,
80 data was missing for extended peri
ods, which means one key gaseous pollu- =
tant wasn'tfactored in At} calculations.

“The stations are record ing partial da-

andinstituti

has growntall
around these stations, trapping air and
absorbing a share of pollutants before
they reach the sensors. The ambience af
thestations, inother words, is very differ-
ent from the ambience of the road that
hits you as youstep out. “Vegetation grew,

ta and AQI looks better than it should. =29
There are long gaps in data,” said Shub- =
hansh Tiwari, aresearch associateatCen- =
tre for Scienceand Environment. ]

“There isnolivedisplay, but thedata is =
being generated every day LED screens =
areunable to show data as they were shut
down for several months,” Krishan Ku-
mar. regional officer, HSPCR, told TOL

EXTRACT OF FINANCIAL RESULTS FOR THE QUARTER AND HALF YEAR ENDED 30 SEPTEMBER, 20
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Hushagra.Dixit@timesofindia.com were technical issues with the fire  New Delhi: The city recorded the season’s lowest Unaudited | Unaudited | Audited Unaudited
3 counts received from the satellite  night temperature at 10.4 degrees Celsius, four not- 1 | Total ncoma from Opsrasors BEOGGAG | GAB0GH |  6O.147.06|137.64628) 15781100 32101920 | 150331 05| 320,20900
'ew Delhi: The Decision Support  on Sunday,” an II'TM official said. ches below normal, at base station Safdarjung on 2 | et Pz [Loss) for the
ystem{DSS)— theonly sourceap.  “Sayvingthat, this year fires have not - Monday. However, Aya Nagarin Tﬁw e Ezou [EhE)] e /SRTal) W] Sesn [INENEE] S0
o rtionment study currently avai-  yet peaked for various reasons and,  the minimum temperature dip to 9.9 degrees Celsi- 3| el Pt {Loes) for the pericd batore 22904| 1509600 2e@eiz| 47508 1728421 2279279 1268544 57B0E3
ble to identify pellution sources  therefore, contribution might beless  us,sixdegrees below normal, + '“:’"‘f L
ontributing to Delhi's PM2.5 aswell,” headded. India Meteorological Department (IMD) has not B Pl HLom Yo I petkad sy 1grza0| 1imeane| 20m2i12| IE0R| 1261460) 2476881 |  9A1180| 1951740
Eg ppears to be falling short this sea- The peak single-day contribution  declared cold wave conditions for Ava Naganr A cold
son in accurately forecasting the last year was 35.1% on Nov1 - simi- wave is considered when the minimum temperature 0EHS
mpact of stubble burning on the larto2022-- while it was48"% in2021, isbelowl0degreesCelsius, butthedeparture is4.50r il B Bl ity | 4 s
& _Zeity'sair DSS, whichesti ibu-  maore notches below normal. L e —
S = ‘Over the past several days, DSS  tions from various sources, inclu- “Only a single station saw mercury dip below 10 | _E=0M| E200.14 529014 825014 | _6.20014]
—predicted that farm fireswould cont- — ding emissionsfrom I9NCR towns, degrees Celsius. Cold wave conditions are declared | 326BATTH[I1BIBISA[ 401E193Y AD1BIEST | 37508124 |
&_cribute over 30% to Dethi’s PM251e-  has often grappled with inaceura-  for Delhi when criteria are met for two ive 8.140.61 1 u?m 6809
= =vels. However the actualdailyshare, cles and data gaps. Operationali- days. No cold wave warning has been issued for Del- P
ased on observed fire counts, con-  sed this yearon Oct 5, ahead of the hi.’ an IMD official.
u_csistently remained below 10%, winter pollution season, the sy- The minimum ure is pr tabearo- 2]
S} DSS, developed under the stem still runsonanoutdated 2021 und 1012 degrees Celsins on Tuesday and may furt-
ionearth sciencesministryand  emissions inventory — a key rea- her dip between 9 and 11 degrees Celsius on Wednes-
_Zmanaged by Indian son officials admit  day, the officialadded. ;:53 :::: :g 1;5 2:;: :: ::; :}g
o -Institute of Tropi- may be affecting its IMD said during the next four tofive days, the mini- - - "
al  Meteorology accuracy muin temperatures will bebelow normal(16to3degre- 002 g o2 008 w«lim A2
ITM), Pune, esti- Last year, Com- esCs atmost places in Delhi. b il SHann 28240 26| 22w 210 i B2
£ —mates next-day bio- mission for Air @u-  ted stations may see a departure below normal in the EIIE] 28240 26536 B4 36
“mass burning ba- 5 - : ality rangeof 3.1to 5d Celsius inthe coming week. 184 208] 209 10 OFT[ [ .00
2 d on satellite-de- 2 ¥ (CAQM) had flag A to afficial temperatures 212 2 o o4 6 =] L5 258
cted fire counts T ged the same issue  aredipping mainly due to the clearskies, “In the ab- . ' = ~ = -
= cfrom the afterno- LET DEH’H BREATH& and asked OITM to sence of cloud cover, Delhi has been regularly wit- 2 m:‘;:m uzl :: L2 D2y n st “:‘ LT
“on. These are then make changes to nessingclearskies. [tcauses the heat to quickly dis- GiE - Eﬁs g5 gg g{% 12'% gg ‘-g}’g- %
g_'mnvcrmd intoemission loadsand improve the model’s precision. sipateatnight, which canses a dip in temperature,” ' 323 52 12 250 56 293
imulated through the DSSmodel.  TheDSS data was thenunavailable  said another Met official. Operating Mergin ('] [E] EE] 7T 242 37 26 131 123 1035
Tf the fires occur after the satelli-  for several weeks — from Nov 29to In some areas in Rajasthan, even the night tempe- [24] = 281 ] 3537 w026 2553 TH TEY 618
Fa) °s pass time of 2.30pm, they are  Dec9— heforeitwas restored. ratu i below 10degrees Celsius . The * Pstaies) ** el duchoned o3 darnmarat: it nigate
~ nissed, andwewon’t beable toesti- While CAQM had said DSS wo- minimumtemperature settled at 8.5 degrees Celsius at :"‘m ) Ao 201,
nate accurately™ said an official uld continue to share source cont- Sikar, 9.6degrees Celsius at Churu, 9.8degrees Celsius pEnCipies genarally acoemed in iedia.
Y miliar with the system. ribution information, it also clari- at Bhiwani and9degrees Celsiusat Alwar. “The mini- % Treatowm = an xinct of th detated fomat of year w@lhbmﬂamﬂﬂlﬂ-
& i | Regabions, 2015, o Es

The official added that the pat-
rn of farm fires was different
his year; which could also explain
he reduced contribution. The sy-
tem later updates its estimates
vith fire counts recorded till Spm
fore releasing a revised “actual
ontribution” figure.

On Monday, the model predic-
da 0t contribution from stubble
urning even as the actual fire co-
nt for the day was not released.

6f

Tied that the data would not be used
for policy or enforcement deci-
slons due to the outdated emis-
sions base.

An emissions inventory provi-
des anaccount of pollutants relea-
sed from different sources over a
specificarea and period. When old
data is used and combined with
current meteorological condi-
tions, it can lead to significant in-
accuracies in estimating pollution

mum temperature at many stations was aroundfive to
eight degrees below normal, " said the official.

IMD data shows that for Nov, the lowest mini-
mum temperature was recorded at 9.5 degrees Celsi-
us on Nov 20, 2024 amd 9.2 degrees Celsius on Nov 23,
2023, In Nov 2022, the lowest minimum temperature
was recorded at 7.3 degrees Celsius. It also shows
that Safdarjung recorded four cold waves in Nov 2020
and none inNov from 2021 to 2024,

On Monday, the maximum temperature at Saf-
darjung was recorded at 27.5 degrees Celsius, two
degrees below normal. It is likely to stay around 26-
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