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ONGC announces superannuation of three executive directors 

https://www.businessupturn.com/business/ongc-announces-superannuation-of-three-executive-directors/ 

  
Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) has announced the superannuation of three executive directors, effective 1st 

June 2026. 

The changes in senior management are in accordance with Regulation 30 of the SEBI (LODR) Regulations, 2015. 

The executive directors who have retired are K N Ramesh M Porcia , and Deep Chandra Pant . All three held significant 

roles within the organisation, contributing to its operations and strategic initiatives. 

The superannuation marks a transition in ONGC's leadership, as the company continues to focus on its core activities in 

the oil and natural gas sector. 

  

https://www.businessupturn.com/business/ongc-announces-superannuation-of-three-executive-directors/
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Seamec secures contract with ONGC for operation and maintenance services 

https://www.businessupturn.com/business/seamec-secures-contract-with-ongc-for-operation-and-maintenance-services/ 

  
Seamec Limited, in collaboration with Supreme Hydro Pvt Ltd, has successfully executed a contract with Oil and Natural 

Gas Corporation Limited ( ONGC ) for 

the hiring of Operation & Maintenance (O&M) services for the ONGC-owned MSV Samudra Prabha for the period 2026-

2028. 

The agreement follows the Notification of Award, with the terms and conditions remaining unchanged from the initial 

agreement. This contract signifies a continued partnership between the consortium and ONGC, ensuring the efficient 

operation and maintenance of the MSV Samudra Prabha. 

The contract execution was confirmed on June 01, 2026, at 13:10 hours, as per the company's regulatory disclosure 

under Regulation 30 of SEBI (Listing Obligations and Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2015. 

  

https://www.businessupturn.com/business/seamec-secures-contract-with-ongc-for-operation-and-maintenance-services/
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bp commences gas production at ACG Field in Azerbaijan 

https://chemicaltoday.in/news/Posts/6a1d7272efe9ca40d6bb59c3 

  
Jun 1, 2026 London : bp, as operator of the AzeriChiragGunashli (ACG) field development, has announced on behalf of 

the ACG 

coventurers  SOCAR, MOL, INPEX, ExxonMobil, TPAO and ONGC Videsh, the commencement of nonassociated gas 

(NAG) production operations on the ACG field in the Azerbaijan sector of the Caspian Sea. 

This marks the first commercial gas production operations on ACG. The initial NAG well, drilled from the existing West 

Chirag platform, is the first step in unlocking ACG's non-associated gas resource potential. The well provides reservoir 

and flow data, supporting appraisal of the resource base to inform future full-field gas development. 

This is a big day for Azerbaijan and for the ACG co-venturers. ACG has a long and successful history and now, nearly 

three decades into oil production, the field continues to hold potential to deliver value for the nation and its investors as 

it starts this new chapter, said Gio Cristofoli, bp's regional president for Azerbaijan, Georgia and Trkiye. 

With the launch of its gas journey alongside oil, ACG is now uniquely positioned as an integrated oil and gas asset, 

leading the regional industry and contributing to Azerbaijan's plans to increase energy supplies to Europe while supporting 

the country's energy transition efforts, he added. 

The NAG resources of ACG are estimated at 4 trillion cubic feet of recoverable reserves and a potential upside to 6 trillion 

cubic feet. 

ACG's first NAG production operations have begun at the initial producer well drilled last year into two priority NAG 

reservoirs, the shallower Qirmaki Upper Sand and the deeper Qirmaki Lower Sand both located beneath the producing 

oil reservoirs. The well confirmed gas resources in the Qirmaki Upper Sand reservoir and encountered high-pressure gas 

in the Qirmaki Lower Sand reservoir. 

The first NAG operations are focused on the Qirmaki Lower Sand reservoir for an initial period of well and reservoir 

testing activities. 

Gas and condensate produced from the well will be directed to the Sangachal Terminal through the existing ACG 

infrastructure. It integrates oil and gas development systems, enabling the use of existing offshore facilities. 

  

https://chemicaltoday.in/news/Posts/6a1d7272efe9ca40d6bb59c3
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Mangaluru: MRPL appoints Pattathil Sujith as executive director (Projects) 

https://www.daijiworld.com/news/newsDisplay?newsID=1316063 

  
Mangalore Refinery and Petrochemicals Limited (MRPL), a Schedule A' Miniratna Central Public Sector Enterprise under 

the Ministry of Petroleum & Natural Gas and a subsidiary of ONGC, has appointed Pattathil Sujith as executive director 

(Projects). 

Prior to his elevation, Pattathil Sujith was serving as group general manager  Corporate Strategy, where he played a key 

role in driving strategic initiatives, business planning, and long-term growth strategies of the Company. 

A native of Palakkad, Kerala, he is a mechanical engineer with over three decades of industry experience. Since joining 

MRPL in 1993, he has gained extensive experience across various functions, including Maintenance, Reliability, 

Engineering & Inspection, Projects, and Corporate Strategy. 

Over the course of his career, he has played a key role in the commissioning of the refinery's Phase I, II, and III units, 

establishment of the Asset Integrity Management System for the Phase III complex, and execution of MRPL's BS-VI 

project. 

As executive director (Projects), Pattathil Sujith will spearhead the planning, execution, and commissioning of major 

capital projects and infrastructure initiatives critical to MRPL's expansion, modernisation, and long-term growth 

objectives. He will also play a key role in advancing the company's strategic diversification and energy transition 

initiatives. 

  

https://www.daijiworld.com/news/newsDisplay?newsID=1316063
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From RBI MPC to U.S.-Iran peace talks to crude prices: Five factors that will impact market this week 

https://www.fortuneindia.com/markets/from-rbi-mpc-to-us-iran-peace-talks-to-crude-prices-five-factors-that-will-impact-

market-this-week/140617 

  
Indian benchmark indices, the Sensex and Nifty 50, ended last week with modest losses, dragged lower by a sharp sell-

off on Friday triggered by the MSCI index rebalancing. 

The Sensex declined 639.61 points, or 0.84%, during the week, while the Nifty 50 slipped 171.55 points, or 0.72%, as 

investors navigated heightened volatility and persistent foreign fund outflows. 

Looking ahead, market sentiment is expected to remain closely tied to geopolitical and macroeconomic developments 

this week. Investors will be tracking the progress of U.S.-Iran negotiations, broader diplomatic developments in West 

Asia, movements in crude oil prices, and the RBI's monetary policy decision, all of which are likely to shape risk appetite 

and market direction in the week ahead. 

Analysts believe that the market this week will largely depend on how these macro variables evolve over the coming 

days. 

RBI MPC meeting in focus 

The biggest domestic event for investors will be the RBI's monetary policy committee (MPC) meeting outcome on Friday. 

While the central bank had adopted a relatively growth-supportive stance earlier this year, the escalation of tensions in 

West Asia has complicated the policy outlook. 

According to Emkay Global, the conflict has introduced a negative supply shock that poses risks to both growth and 

inflation. The brokerage noted that MPC members have largely shifted to a "risk-management" approach, acknowledging 

that monetary policy has limited ability to respond to supply-side disruptions. 

While core inflation remains benign, policymakers are expected to closely monitor the impact of higher energy prices, 

possible fuel price hikes and monsoon-related risks before signalling any major policy shift. Market participants will also 

watch the RBI's commentary on inflation, growth and currency stability. 

U.S.-Iran negotiations and crude oil prices 

Geopolitical developments in West Asia remain the single most important external factor for Indian markets. 

Hariprasad K, SEBI-registered Research Analyst and Founder of Livelong Wealth, said markets are likely to remain highly 

sensitive to developments surrounding the U.S.-Iran situation. 

"Any confirmation of a broader ceasefire arrangement or meaningful progress in diplomatic negotiations could 

significantly improve global risk appetite and trigger relief rallies across emerging markets, including India," he said. 

Conversely, any setback in negotiations could reignite fears of supply disruptions and send crude oil prices sharply higher. 

Crude remains a critical variable for India, which imports more than 85% of its oil requirements. Although Brent crude 

has retreated from recent panic-driven spikes, prices remain elevated. Sustained crude prices above the $100-per-barrel 

mark could worsen inflation, widen the fiscal deficit, pressure corporate margins and weigh on economic growth. 

Foreign investor activity 

Foreign fund flows will continue to be closely watched after a month marked by aggressive selling. Foreign Portfolio 

Investors (FPIs) sold Indian equities worth nearly 33,000 crore in May, taking cumulative outflows for 2026 to over 2.24 

lakh crore, according to data cited by Geojit's Chief Investment Strategist V K Vijayakumar. 

The persistent outflows have been driven by a combination of factors, including weak earnings growth in India, attractive 

opportunities in AI-linked markets such as South Korea and Taiwan, and the steady depreciation of the rupee. 

https://www.fortuneindia.com/markets/from-rbi-mpc-to-us-iran-peace-talks-to-crude-prices-five-factors-that-will-impact-market-this-week/140617
https://www.fortuneindia.com/markets/from-rbi-mpc-to-us-iran-peace-talks-to-crude-prices-five-factors-that-will-impact-market-this-week/140617
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Despite the heavy foreign selling, domestic institutional investors (DIIs) have remained a strong counterbalance, helping 

absorb much of the pressure and preventing deeper market declines. 

Analysts say a meaningful improvement in sentiment will require foreign investors to return as buyers, particularly in 

large-cap stocks. 

Rupee movement 

The rupee's performance will remain another key monitorable for investors. The Indian currency has come under 

significant pressure in recent months amid rising crude prices, geopolitical uncertainty and capital outflows. It has 

weakened nearly 6% since the onset of the Iran conflict earlier this year, making it one of Asia's weakest-performing 

currencies. 

However, the rupee staged a recovery towards the end of last week. Jateen Trivedi, VP Research Analyst - Commodity 

and Currency at LKP Securities, said the domestic currency gained around 0.8% to trade near the 95-per-dollar mark as 

crude oil prices softened amid growing optimism surrounding a potential U.S.-Iran agreement. 

"Lower crude prices have eased concerns over India's import bill and provided support to the domestic currency. 

Technically, the rupee faces immediate resistance near 94.60, while 95.30 remains an important support zone in the near 

term," he said. 

Key macro data releases 

Apart from the RBI policy outcome, investors will also track a series of economic indicators this week. 

April's Index of Industrial Production (IIP) data, final HSBC Manufacturing PMI figures, Services PMI and Composite PMI 

readings are expected to provide fresh clues on economic momentum. Market participants will also closely monitor GDP 

growth data and foreign exchange reserves for insights into the health of the broader economy. 

Ajit Mishra, SVP, Research at Religare Broking, said heightened volatility is likely to persist amid the convergence of 

geopolitical risks, macroeconomic data releases and central bank commentary. 

Given the prevailing backdrop of geopolitical uncertainty, elevated volatility, currency fluctuations, and mixed global 

macro signals, participants should maintain a cautious yet selective approach, he said. 

Sectorally, energy, commodities, and selective domestic-facing themes continue to display resilience. At the same time, 

caution is warranted in sectors vulnerable to global growth moderation, currency volatility, and rising input costs, he 

added. 

(DISCLAIMER: The views and opinions expressed by investment experts on fortuneindia.com are either their own or of 

their organisations, but not necessarily that of fortuneindia.com and its editorial team. Readers are advised to consult 

certified experts before taking investment decisions.) 

Frequently Asked Questions 

What are the key factors impacting Indian markets this week? 

Indian markets this week will be impacted by the RBI MPC outcome, U.S.-Iran negotiations, crude oil prices, foreign 

investor activity, rupee movement, and key macro data releases. 

When is the RBI Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) meeting outcome expected? 

The RBI's monetary policy committee (MPC) meeting outcome is the biggest domestic event for investors this week, 

expected on Friday. Policymakers will monitor inflation, growth, and currency stability. 

How do U.S.-Iran negotiations affect crude oil prices and Indian markets? 

Progress in U.S.-Iran negotiations could improve global risk appetite and lower crude oil prices. Conversely, setbacks 

could send crude prices sharply higher, impacting India's import-dependent economy. 

The FAQs are AI-generated, and Fortune India is not responsible for its content or any associated copyright issues. 
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Banks sanction over ₹35,000 crore under ECLGS 5.0 for firms hit by West Asia conflict, Centre 

tightens LPG vigilance 

https://www.fortuneindia.com/economy/banks-sanction-over-35000-crore-under-eclgs-50-for-firms-hit-by-west-asia-

conflict-centre-tightens-lpg-vigilance/140755 

  
The ECLGS 5.0 scheme aims to facilitate additional credit flow of 2.55 lakh crore, including 5,000 crore earmarked for 

airlines impacted by the geopolitical crisis. 

Banks have sanctioned loans worth more than 35,000 crore under the Emergency Credit Line Guarantee Scheme 

(ECLGS) 5.0 for micro, small and medium enterprises (MSMEs), airlines and other businesses affected by the ongoing 

West Asia conflict, a senior government official said on Monday. 

Addressing an inter-ministerial briefing, Manoj Muttathil Ayyappan, Joint Secretary in the Department of Financial 

Services, said lenders had approved around 80,000 applications amounting to 35,194 crore as of May 29. Guarantees 

worth 15,720 crore have also been issued under the scheme. 

The ECLGS 5.0 scheme, approved by the Union Cabinet on May 5, aims to facilitate additional credit flow of 2.55 lakh 

crore, including 5,000 crore earmarked for airlines impacted by the geopolitical crisis in West Asia. 

"Since we have reached a good number, it is expected that the customers would benefit from the scheme," Ayyappan 

said, adding that the application process is fully digital and can be completed within five to seven days. 

He said the scheme has been designed to be liberal in nature to maximise participation and support affected businesses. 

"Only customers classified as SMA-2 as on March 31, 2026, have been kept outside the scheme," he said, adding that 

outreach programmes are being conducted nationwide to improve awareness and uptake. 

Under ECLGS 5.0, airlines can avail additional credit of up to 100% of their peak outstanding credit, subject to a cap of 

1,500 crore. Eligible institutions can access up to 20% of their fund-based working capital limits, capped at 100 crore. 

The scheme seeks to provide timely liquidity support to businesses facing temporary cash flow disruptions due to the 

West Asia crisis while helping preserve jobs, maintain domestic production and ensure economic resilience. 

Banks are permitted to extend additional credit of up to 20% of existing working capital facilities under the programme. 

The scheme provides 100% credit guarantee coverage for MSMEs and 90% coverage for non-MSMEs through the 

National Credit Guarantee Trustee Company Ltd (NCGTC) against defaults arising from the additional credit extended 

by member lending institutions. 

The loan tenure for airlines has been fixed at seven years, including a two-year moratorium period, while MSMEs and 

non-MSMEs will receive loans with a five-year tenure, including a one-year moratorium. 

The government launched ECLGS 5.0 after MSMEs and airlines came under financial pressure following the escalation 

of the West Asia conflict in February. The original ECLGS programme was introduced in May 2020 to mitigate the 

economic impact of the Covid-19 pandemic. 

Vigilance, enforcement mechanisms in LPG sector 

Meanwhile, Sujata Sharma, Joint Secretary in the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas, said states and Union 

Territories have been asked to strengthen vigilance and enforcement mechanisms in the LPG sector. 

She said 10 FIRs related to LPG irregularities had been registered over the past three days, leading to the arrest of three 

individuals. Oil marketing companies also carried out surprise inspections at 460 LPG distributorships, with penalties 

imposed on 42 distributors. 

https://www.fortuneindia.com/economy/banks-sanction-over-35000-crore-under-eclgs-50-for-firms-hit-by-west-asia-conflict-centre-tightens-lpg-vigilance/140755
https://www.fortuneindia.com/economy/banks-sanction-over-35000-crore-under-eclgs-50-for-firms-hit-by-west-asia-conflict-centre-tightens-lpg-vigilance/140755
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Sharma added that since March, around 8.56 lakh piped natural gas (PNG) connections have been activated, 

infrastructure has been created for an additional 2.96 lakh connections, and 8.78 lakh new consumers have been 

registered. 

Fertiliser stocks higher than conventional level of 33% 

Separately, Aparna Sharma, Additional Secretary in the Department of Fertilisers, said fertiliser stocks for the upcoming 

Kharif season are currently maintained at 51% of requirements, significantly higher than the conventional level of 33%. 

She said domestic fertiliser production has reached 104.81 lakh metric tonnes so far, while imports of 27.62 lakh metric 

tonnes have arrived in the country, reflecting proactive inventory planning and logistics management by the government. 

Frequently Asked Questions 

How much credit has been sanctioned under ECLGS 5.0 for businesses affected by the West Asia conflict? 

Banks have sanctioned 35,194 crore under ECLGS 5.0 for approximately 80,000 applications from MSMEs and airlines 

as of May 29. 

Which businesses are benefiting from the ECLGS 5.0 scheme? 

MSMEs, airlines, and other businesses impacted by the West Asia conflict are benefiting from ECLGS 5.0, designed to 

provide timely liquidity support. 

What are the loan terms for airlines under ECLGS 5.0? 

Airlines can avail additional credit up to 100% of peak outstanding, capped at 1,500 crore, with a seven-year tenure 

including a two-year moratorium. 

The FAQs are AI-generated, and Fortune India is not responsible for its content or any associated copyright issues. 

  



 

Page 57 of 85. 

Headline Govt lowers June domestic natural gas price by 6% on month to $10.93/mBtu 

Publication Informist Media Edition Online Coverage 

Published Date 1 Jun 2026 

 

Govt lowers June domestic natural gas price by 6% on month to $10.93/mBtu 

https://www.informistmedia.com/MoneyWire/51725/Gas-Price-Govt-lowers-June-domestic-natural-gas-price-by-6-37-on-

month-to-10-93-mBtu 

  
The government has lowered the price of domestically produced natural gas for June by nearly 6% to $10.93 per million 

British thermal units on a gross calorific value basis, the oil ministry's Petroleum Planning and Analysis Cell said in a 

notification on Sunday. The price of domestic natural gas was $11.59 per mBtu in May. 

The natural gas produced by Oil and Natural Gas Corp. Ltd. and Oil India Ltd. will be subject to a ceiling of $7.00 per 

mBtu on a gross calorific value basis for June, according to the notification. 

The Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas amended the New Domestic Natural Gas Pricing Guidelines in April 2023 to 

integrate several recommendations of the Kirit Parikh committee on gas pricing. The revised guidelines mandate 

domestic natural gas be priced at 10% of the Indian crude oil basket price and announced on the last day of every month 

for the following month. End 

For users of real-time market data terminals, Informist news is available exclusively on the NSE Cogencis WorkStation. 

Cogencis news is now Informist news. This follows the acquisition of Cogencis Information Services Ltd. by NSE Data & 

Analytics Ltd., a 100% subsidiary of the National Stock Exchange of India Ltd. As a part of the transaction, the news 

department of Cogencis has been sold to Informist Media Pvt. Ltd. 

  

https://www.informistmedia.com/MoneyWire/51725/Gas-Price-Govt-lowers-June-domestic-natural-gas-price-by-6-37-on-month-to-10-93-mBtu
https://www.informistmedia.com/MoneyWire/51725/Gas-Price-Govt-lowers-June-domestic-natural-gas-price-by-6-37-on-month-to-10-93-mBtu
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ONGC CBM Bokaro Sees Leadership Transition, Rajiv Kumar Sinha Assumes Charge 

https://www.jharkhandmirror.net/ongc-bokaro-asset-manager-rajiv/ 

  
ONGC CBM Asset Bokaro witnessed a leadership change as T.R.U. Nair retired after a successful tenure marked by gas 

monetization progress and CSR initiatives. Veteran oil and gas expert Rajiv Kumar Sinha has taken charge as the new 

Asset Manager. 

  

https://www.jharkhandmirror.net/ongc-bokaro-asset-manager-rajiv/
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MRPL Appoints Shri Pattathil Sujith as Executive Director (Projects) 

Mangaluru: Mangalore Refinery and Petrochemicals Limited (MRPL), a distinguished Schedule A Miniratna Central 

Public Sector Enterprise operating under the aegis of the Ministry of Petroleum & Natural Gas and a subsidiary of ONGC, 

today announced the appointment of Shri Pattathil Sujith as its new Executive Director (Projects). This strategic 

appointment underscores MRPLs commitment to bolstering its project management capabilities and advancing its 

ambitious growth and modernization initiatives. 

Before his elevation to this pivotal role, Shri Pattathil Sujith was the Group General Manager  Corporate Strategy. In this 

capacity, he was instrumental in shaping the companys strategic direction, overseeing critical business planning 

functions, and formulating long-term growth strategies that significantly contributed to MRPLs sustained success. His 

tenure in corporate strategy was marked by a proactive approach to identifying and capitalizing on market opportunities, 

ensuring the company remained agile and competitive in a dynamic energy landscape. 

Shri Pattathil Sujith, a native of Palakkad, Kerala, brings to his new role an impressive career spanning over three 

decades in the industry. A highly qualified Mechanical Engineer, he commenced his journey with MRPL in 1993. Over 

the years, he has amassed extensive and diverse experience across many critical functions within the organization. His 

professional trajectory includes significant contributions in key areas such as Maintenance, Reliability, Engineering & 

Inspection, Projects, and Corporate Strategy, providing him with a holistic understanding of the companys operational 

and strategic imperatives. 

Throughout his distinguished career at MRPL, Shri Pattathil Sujith has been a central figure in several landmark projects. 

Notably, he played a crucial role in the successful commissioning of the refinerys Phase I, II, and III units, which 

significantly augmented MRPLs processing capabilities and output. Furthermore, his expertise was vital in establishing 

the robust Asset Integrity Management System for the Phase III complex, ensuring operational efficiency and safety 

standards. His contributions were also pivotal in the successful execution of MRPLs BS-VI project, a testament to his 

commitment to environmental compliance and technological advancement. 

In his new capacity as Executive Director (Projects), Shri Pattathil Sujith will assume comprehensive responsibility for 

spearheading the planning, meticulous execution, and successful commissioning of all major capital projects and critical 

infrastructure initiatives. These projects are paramount to MRPLs ongoing expansion, modernization efforts, and the 

achievement of its long-term strategic growth objectives. Moreover, he is expected to play a crucial role in driving the 

Companys strategic diversification into new avenues and advancing its vital energy transition initiatives, aligning MRPL 

with future energy demands and sustainability goals. His leadership will be instrumental in navigating the complexities of 

large-scale project management, ensuring MRPL continues to innovate and grow responsibly. 

  

https://www.mangalorean.com/mrpl-appoints-shri-pattathil-sujith-as-executive-director-projects/
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Puri Meets Assam CM Sarma, Discusses State Energy Role 

https://www.nationpress.com/national/puri-meets-assam-cm-on-energy-future 

  
Union Petroleum Minister Hardeep Singh Puri hosted Assam CM Himanta Biswa Sarma on 1 June 2026, congratulating 

him on the BJP's recent election result and discussing Assam's pivotal role in India's energy future  from the historic 

Digboi fields to new exploration frontiers. 

Union Petroleum Minister Hardeep Singh Puri met Assam CM Himanta Biswa Sarma at his office on 1 June 2026 . 

Puri congratulated Sarma on the BJP's performance in the recent Assam elections . 

Discussions covered the energy sector, specifically referencing Digboi  site of India's first commercial oil discovery in 

1889 . 

Oil India Limited , headquartered in Assam, and ONGC are the principal PSUs anchoring upstream activity in the state. 

The central government targets reducing oil import dependence to 50 per cent by 2030 , with Assam's mature and frontier 

basins central to that goal. 

Faster state clearances under the Open Acreage Licensing Policy (OALP) remain the key operational lever for new 

exploration in the Assam-Arakan basin . 

Union Petroleum Minister Hardeep Singh Puri met Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma at his office on Monday, 

1 June 2026 , congratulating him on the BJP's performance in the recent Assam elections and holding discussions on 

the state's energy sector priorities. 

Context 

Minister Puri described the meeting as an opportunity to extend 'heartfelt congratulations on the party's remarkable 

performance in the recent elections in Assam, reflecting the trust and confidence reposed by the people.' The visit to 

Puri's office signals the continued alignment between the BJP-led central government and the BJP government in Assam 

on both political and policy fronts. 

The two leaders also turned to substantive ground, with Puri noting that discussions covered 'key issues related to the 

energy sector in the state.' He specifically invoked Digboi  the site of India's first commercial oil discovery in 1889  as a 

symbol of Assam's deep-rooted place in the country's petroleum history. 

Policy Backdrop 

Assam is home to some of India's oldest producing oilfields and remains a critical contributor to domestic crude output. 

Oil India Limited , the Navratna PSU headquartered in Assam, traces its origins to when it was incorporated to develop 

the state's fields following nationalisation of the Assam Oil Company. ONGC also maintains significant upstream 

operations in the region. 

The Hydrocarbon Exploration and Licensing Policy (HELP) , introduced in to replace the earlier New Exploration 

Licensing Policy, extended uniform licensing and marketing freedom to blocks in the Northeast, including the Assam-

Arakan basin . Under the subsequent Open Acreage Licensing Policy (OALP) , successive bid rounds have sought to 

attract fresh investment into mature and frontier acreage across the state. 

The central government's stated target of reducing India's oil import dependence to 50 per cent by 2030  reiterated in 

successive Union Budgets since  explicitly relies on arresting production decline in legacy basins such as Assam while 

opening new exploration frontiers. 

Stakeholders and Impact 

The meeting brought together the political and administrative principals who must coordinate for upstream reforms to 

translate into actual drilling activity. The Assam state government controls land and environmental clearances that can 

https://www.nationpress.com/national/puri-meets-assam-cm-on-energy-future
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accelerate or delay exploration timelines, making its alignment with central energy policy operationally significant for 

PSUs like Oil India Limited and ONGC 

Local communities and the state exchequer have a direct stake through royalty revenues and employment generated by 

oil projects. State assembly discussions on royalty-sharing and local hiring from oil operations are an ongoing dimension 

of the Centre-state energy relationship in Assam 

Minister Puri framed Assam's role within the larger national ambition, stating that the state 'will play an important role in 

advancing India's vision of a Viksit Bharat under the dynamic leadership of PM Narendra Modi 

What's Next 

Attention will now turn to the results of the next OALP bid round and whether new exploration blocks in the Assam-Arakan 

basin are awarded in the near term. Faster state-level clearances  a recurring ask from PSU explorers  remain the 

practical test of the political goodwill expressed at Monday's meeting. 

With both the Centre and the state government aligned under the same party, the conditions for accelerated upstream 

activity in Assam appear favourable, though translating ministerial-level coordination into production gains from mature 

fields remains a long-term challenge for India's energy security calculus. 

Puri connects current exploration ambitions to a century-old legacy, lending historical weight to what are essentially 

bureaucratic clearance and investment decisions. The invocation of 'Viksit Bharat' places Assam's oil output within the 

ruling party's broader development narrative, making energy performance a reputational stake for both leaders. Watch 

whether this high-level alignment translates into concrete OALP block awards or expedited clearances in the months 

ahead  that will be the real measure of the meeting's substance. 
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Why India's Crude Oil Import Dependence Continues to Rise 

https://www.outlookbusiness.com/magazine/why-indias-crude-oil-import-dependence-continues-to-rise 

  
India has not only failed to produce more crude oil from domestic sources, but has also become more and more 

dependent on crude imports 

Just before dawn in the Strait of Hormuz, the Indian-flagged tanker Sanmar Herald was moving cautiously with a cargo 

of crude when the silence shattered. Iranian patrol boats emerged from the darkness and warning shots ripped across 

the water. 

On the tanker's bridge, panic spread as the captain's voice crackled over the radio, You gave me clearanceyou are firing 

nowLet me turn back. Nearby, another Indian tanker, Jag Arnav, altered course as gunfire echoed through one of the 

world's most strategic shipping lanes. 

It was against this backdrop of uncertainty over supplies that Prime Minister Narendra Modi on May 10 urged citizens 

and officials to adopt austerity measures, including curbs on unnecessary foreign travel and a shift to work from home. 

Get the latest issue of Outlook Business 

Just a day later, one of India's richest industrialists, Gautam Adani, said, No nation can call itself truly self-reliant if it is 

dependent on another country for the energy that powers its economy. He stressed on energy security as the foundation 

of strategic sovereignty. 

These underpin a stark reality: India has not only failed to produce more crude oil from domestic sources, it has also 

become more dependent on foreign supplies. 

Total crude-oil production in India fell from 36.94mn tonnes (MT) in 201516 to 28.7MT in 202425, according to 

government data. 

Rajeev Lala, director for upstream strategies and transformation at energy data provider S&P Global Energy, points out 

that India's rising import dependence reflects the widening gap between rapidly growing energy demand and stagnating 

domestic production. 

Ageing Oil Fields 

The most obvious reason for the increase in import dependence is the lack of new discoveries. It was soon after the Arab 

oil crisis of 197374 that Oil and Gas Corporation (ONGC) discovered India's biggest oil field, Bombay High, providing a 

boost to the energy security. 

Over the decades, it has produced nearly 527mn barrels of oil and 221bn cubic metres (bcm) of gas, accounting for close 

to 70% of India's domestic hydrocarbon production at its peak. 

The field reached its highest production peak in 1989, when it produced around 476,000 barrels per day of oil and 28bcm 

of gas. However, output has steadily declined since then as the field matured. 

Expanding the role of natural gas can help moderate overall import vulnerability by diversifying both fuel sources and 

supplier bases 

Hydrocarbon assets typically follow a lifecycle of around 2030 years, after which reservoir pressure weakens and output 

falls unless supported by new discoveries or major technological interventions like enhanced oil recovery, says Manas 

Majumdar, oil and gas leader at global consultancy firm PwC. 

Experts say that nearly 70% of India's oil wells have reached maturity, as most of the country's major hydrocarbon 

discoveries were made between 1950s and 1970s. 

https://www.outlookbusiness.com/magazine/why-indias-crude-oil-import-dependence-continues-to-rise


 

Page 63 of 85. 

Besides Bombay High, fields like Krishna Godavari D6 and Rudrasagar have all passed their peak output. Onshore, key 

mature fields include Ankleshwar, Kalol and Mehsana in Gujarat, as well as Digboi and Moran in Assam. Even relatively 

newer fields like the Vedanta-run Barmer Basin are now entering a mature phase. 

Today, a major share of India's oil output comes from declining reservoirs, making enhanced recovery techniques 

essential and contributing to the stagnation in production. 

Investment Priorities 

Ideally, the upstream oil and gas sector functions through a continuous cycle: as older fields decline, companies 

aggressively invest in exploration so that new discoveries can sustain future production. Exploration, in that sense, is 

essentially long-term planning for future energy security. However, that has not happened here. India has not explored 

and developed enough new hydrocarbon resources to meaningfully offset rising consumption and the natural decline of 

ageing fields, says Majumdar. Experts say the priorities have been different. Expenditure on exploration and production 

by ONGC, which accounts for nearly 70% of India's domestic crude oil and gas production, has grown much more slowly 

than its contribution to the government in the form of taxes, royalties and dividends. 

Between 201920 and 202324, ONGC's contribution to the exchequer grew at a compound annual growth rate of about 

12.2%, while its capital expenditure rose at a comparatively modest 6.1%. 

Hence, a substantial share of ONGC's cash generation continues to flow to the government, instead of being reinvested 

more aggressively into upstream exploration and development needed to secure future domestic production. 

Furthermore, ONGC VideshONGC's foreign armhad overseas assets producing close to 15mn metric tonnes of oil 

equivalent. But several setbacks have affected that trajectory. 

It lost assets in some regions due to conflict and political instability, while investments in countries such as Venezuela 

became increasingly difficult to operate, says Subhash Kumar, former chairman and managing director at ONGC. 

Geographical Challenges 

A related challenge is geological and geographical. At the most fundamental level, hydrocarbon availability depends on 

whether oil and gas were originally formed in commercially viable quantities and whether those resources remained 

trapped underground over geological timescales. 

India's geological profile presents certain limitations. Large parts of the country, particularly the Himalayan region, are 

geologically young and tectonically active, increasing the possibility that hydrocarbons may not have remained securely 

trapped over long periods. The challenge is not necessarily the absolute absence of hydrocarbons, but rather the 

fragmented and difficult nature of India's reserves, says Kumar. 

In the Northeast, exploration is complicated by challenging terrain, dense forests, heavy rainfall and hilly geography, all 

of which make drilling and logistics significantly more difficult and expensive. 

In contrast, West Asian countries possess vast and mature hydrocarbon basins with highly favourable geology with vast 

stretches of flat desert terrain, allowing easier drilling, transportation and infrastructure deployment, says Kumar. 

Their reserves are not only abundant but also relatively easier and cheaper to extract, enabling decades of large-scale 

production and development. 

Money Pangs 

The third reason behind increasing imports is that government support still leaves something to be desired. 

Several initiatives like Samudra Manthan and the Open Acreage Licensing Policy (OALP) have been introduced to 

improve the investment climate in the upstream sector. India has opened up more sedimentary basins for exploration 

and sought to attract greater private and foreign investment into upstream oil and gas drilling. However, PwC's Majumdar 

says the industry response has been moderate. Some reforms have improved thingsHELP [Hydrocarbon Exploration and 

Licensing Policy, OALP, better data access through NDR [national data repository, revenue-sharing models, opening 

frontier acreage, deepwater focus through initiatives like Samudra Manthan, he notes. Recent crises like Iran war expose 

a deeper vulnerability. It's not just volatile prices, but the risk of actual supply disruptions 

Despite opening the oil and gas sector to 100% foreign direct investment (FDI), India's track record in attracting capital 

remains underwhelming. It has received only about $8.19bn in FDI between April 2000 and September 2024, according 

to data compiled by the Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade. 
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A key reason, Majumdar explains, is that global oil companies have multiple investment options. In 2026 alone, over 40 

countries may launch or extend bid rounds, raising competition for investor attention. 

If a company can deploy capital in Brazil, Guyana, the US shale basin, or West Asia, where geological certainty is higher 

and extraction easier, India becomes a tougher proposition. The limited response to reforms is also the result of the global 

energy narrative, with attention shifting toward low-carbon investments. 

The regulatory environment has also been marred by clashes with investors, who look for long-term policy stability and 

predictability, so that profits can be repatriated smoothly over the life of the investment. 

For instance, the dispute between Capricorn Energy, formerly known as Cairn Energy, and India became one of the 

country's most high-profile retrospective taxation cases. The seven-year legal battle began after India imposed a 

retrospective tax demand of 10,247cr in 2014. The case eventually went to international arbitration, where a tribunal ruled 

in favour of Cairn in 2020, stating that India had violated investment treaty obligations. It ended with the Indian government 

refunding around 7,900cr to the company in 2022. 

The Strategic Gap 

Earlier, global energy disruptions were largely viewed through the lens of price volatility, with concerns centred on rising 

crude prices and inflationary pressures. 

However, recent crises exposed a deeper vulnerability. It's not just volatile prices, but the risk of actual supply disruptions. 

For the first time, commercial buyers and industrial consumers faced concerns over securing physical energy supplies, 

or molecules, themselves. 

This has fundamentally altered the nature of the debate. 

Reducing import dependence is no longer merely an economic aspiration; it has become a strategic necessity linked to 

energy security and supply resilience, says Sanjay Sah, leader, energy and chemicals (South Asia) at global consultancy 

firm Deloitte. 

One important strategy in this direction is fuel diversification. 

India's dependence on imported crude oil remains extremely high, whereas natural gas imports are comparatively lower 

because domestic production still contributes a meaningful share of supply. Expanding the role of natural gas in the 

energy mix can help moderate overall import vulnerability by diversifying both fuel sources and supplier bases. India 

should also start shifting its focus toward deepwater exploration, particularly in frontier regions such as the Andaman 

basin. 

Many of India's conventional onshore and shallow-water basins have not yielded discoveries on the scale seen in major 

hydrocarbon-producing nations, prompting a strategic push toward offshore deepwater areas where untapped potential 

may still exist, says Sah. 

Given India's limited hydrocarbon reserves, maximising the use of alternatives like renewables, ethanol and compressed 

biogas is also essential for its long-term energy security. 
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https://www.polymerupdate.com/News/Details/1489776/hdpe 

  
01 Jun 2026 10:22 IST 

  

https://www.polymerupdate.com/News/Details/1489776/hdpe


 

Page 66 of 85. 

Headline SEAMECLTD Bags USD 19.34 Million ONGC Contract for MSV Samudra Prabha Operations 

Publication Sahi Edition Online Coverage 

Published Date 1 Jun 2026 

 

SEAMECLTD Bags USD 19.34 Million ONGC Contract for MSV Samudra Prabha Operations 

https://www.sahi.com/news/seamecltd-bags-usd-19-34-million-ongc-contract-for-msv-samudra-prabha-operations-1892-

PE1_COR 

  
SEAMECLTD signs a USD 19.34 million contract with ONGC for MSV Samudra Prabha O&M services from 2026 to 

2028, enhancing earnings visibility through a consortium approach. 

Market snapshot: SEAMEC Limited (SEAMECLTD) has solidified its revenue pipeline for the mid-term by securing a 

significant 2-year contract with Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC). The agreement involves providing operations 

and maintenance (O&M) services for the Multi-Support Vessel (MSV) 'Samudra Prabha', marking a strategic collaboration 

with Supreme Hydro Pvt Ltd. 

Data Snapshot 

Contract Value: Approx. USD 19.34 million (162 crore) 

Duration: 2 Years (2026 to 2028) 

Vessel: MSV Samudra Prabha 

Consortium Partner: Supreme Hydro Pvt Ltd 

What's Changed 

Revenue Visibility: Extends contract backlog into the 2026-2028 fiscal cycles. 

Partnership Synergy: Moves from sole operation to a joint service model with Supreme Hydro, optimizing technical risk. 

Asset Utilization: Ensures 100% deployment for MSV Samudra Prabha for the specified 24-month period. 

Key Takeaways 

Strategic alignment with ONGC's offshore production targets. 

Derisking project execution through a technical partnership with Supreme Hydro. 

Fixed-price contract structure provides a hedge against fluctuating offshore day rates. 

SAHI Perspective 

The win confirms SEAMEC's status as a preferred offshore vendor for national oil companies (NOCs). While the USD 

19.34 million value is consistent with historical O&M benchmarks, the multi-year lock-in starting 2026 provides a stable 

floor for long-term valuation models, especially as offshore exploration CAPEX is expected to rise by 12% annually in the 

Indian subcontinent. 

Market Implications 

The contract reinforces the positive momentum in the offshore oilfield services sector. For SEAMECLTD, this results in 

improved credit metrics and cash flow predictability. Sectorally, it signals continued capital allocation from ONGC towards 

maintenance and subsea operations, benefiting the logistics and energy supply chain in Western India. 

Trading Signals 

Market Bias: Bullish 

The USD 19.34 million order win ensures asset utilization for 2 years, improving EBITDA margin predictability by approx. 

150-200 bps for the project duration. 

Overweight: Oil & Gas Services, Marine Logistics 

https://www.sahi.com/news/seamecltd-bags-usd-19-34-million-ongc-contract-for-msv-samudra-prabha-operations-1892-PE1_COR
https://www.sahi.com/news/seamecltd-bags-usd-19-34-million-ongc-contract-for-msv-samudra-prabha-operations-1892-PE1_COR
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Trigger Factors: 

ONGC's CAPEX announcements for FY27 

USD/INR exchange rate volatility 

Brent crude prices remaining above $75/barrel 

Time Horizon: Medium-term (3-12 months) 

Industry Context 

The offshore support vessel (OSV) market is experiencing a tightening of supply, leading to higher day rates globally. In 

India, ONGC's aggressive maintenance schedules for aging subsea infrastructure are creating a sustained demand for 

multi-support vessels (MSVs) like Samudra Prabha. 

Key Risks to Watch 

Operational delays in vessel deployment scheduled for 2026. 

Technical failure of diving systems during subsea O&M tasks. 

Escalation in operating costs for crew and marine fuel. 

Recent Developments 

In April 2026, SEAMECLTD reported the extension of its vessel 'SEAMEC II' contract with a major EPC contractor for 

offshore works. In March 2026, the company successfully completed the dry-docking of its flagship vessel, enhancing its 

operational efficiency. Financial results for Q4 FY26 indicated a 15% YoY growth in revenue from marine operations. 

Closing Insight 

Securing forward-dated contracts like the Samudra Prabha deal allows SEAMEC to maintain its market leadership in the 

MSV segment while providing investors with a clear growth trajectory beyond 2026. 

FAQs 

What is the financial impact of the ONGC contract on SEAMEC? 

The contract is valued at approximately USD 19.34 million, which translates to roughly 162 crore over 2 years. This 

provides a steady revenue stream of nearly 81 crore per year starting from 2026. 

Why is the partnership with Supreme Hydro significant? 

Supreme Hydro brings specialized subsea technical expertise. This partnership allows SEAMECLTD to share operational 

risks and meet the stringent technical requirements set by ONGC for the MSV Samudra Prabha. 

Does this contract include fuel and personnel costs? 

Typically, O&M contracts for MSVs are structured as 'all-inclusive' or 'charter-hire' with specific reimbursement clauses 

for fuel (bunkers) to protect the provider from commodity price volatility. 

High Performance Trading with SAHI. 
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MRPL Appoints Pattathil Sujith as Executive Director (Projects) 

https://www.sarkaritel.com/mrpl-appoints-pattathil-sujith-as-executive-director-projects/ 

  
Mangalore Refinery and Petrochemicals Limited (MRPL) has appointed Pattathil Sujith as Executive Director (Projects), 

strengthening its leadership 

team as the company advances expansion, modernization and energy transition initiatives. 

Before his elevation, Sujith served as Group General Manager  Corporate Strategy, where he played a pivotal role in 

business planning, strategic initiatives and long-term growth planning for the company. 

A Mechanical Engineer from Palakkad, Kerala, Sujith brings more than three decades of industry experience. Since 

joining MRPL in 1993, he has worked across multiple functions, including Maintenance, Reliability, Engineering & 

Inspection, Projects and Corporate Strategy. 

During his tenure, he contributed significantly to the commissioning of MRPL's Phase I, II and III refinery units, the 

implementation of the Asset Integrity Management System for the Phase III complex, and the execution of the company's 

BS-VI fuel project. 

In his new role, Sujith will lead the planning, execution and commissioning of major capital expenditure projects and 

infrastructure developments that support MRPL's long-term growth strategy. 

He will also play a key role in driving the company's diversification plans and supporting initiatives related to energy 

transition and sustainable business development. 

MRPL is a Schedule A' Miniratna Central Public Sector Enterprise under the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas and 

a subsidiary of ONGC. 
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ONGC executive directors superannuate on June 1, 2026 

https://scanx.trade/stock-market-news/companies/ongc-executive-directors-superannuate-on-june-1-2026/41838614 

  
Oil and Natural Gas Corporation Limited announced changes in its senior management effective June 1, 2026, following 

the superannuation of three Executive Directors. The disclosure was made to the stock exchanges under Regulation 30 

of the SEBI (LODR) Regulations, 2015. 

Oil and Natural Gas Corporation Limited oil & natural gas corporation announced changes in its senior management 

effective June 1, 2026, following the superannuation of three Executive Directors. The disclosure was made to the stock 

exchanges under Regulation 30 of the SEBI (LODR) Regulations, 2015. 

The company informed the National Stock Exchange of India Ltd. and BSE Limited that the personnel changes affect 

officials one level below the Board. The transition was recorded as part of the company's standard compliance 

procedures. 

  

https://scanx.trade/stock-market-news/companies/ongc-executive-directors-superannuate-on-june-1-2026/41838614
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ONGC Bokaro Gets New Chief as Rajiv Kumar Sinha Takes Charge 

https://www.theresearchers.us/2026/06/01/ongc-bokaro-asset-manager-rajiv/ 

  
ONGC's Coal Bed Methane (CBM) Asset in Bokaro has witnessed a leadership transition with veteran oil and gas 

professional Rajiv Kumar Sinha assuming charge as Asset Manager on June 1, following the retirement of T.R. 

Unnikrishnan Nair 

With over 35 years of experience in the energy sector, Sinha has held key assignments at Mumbai High, the Directorate 

General of Hydrocarbons (DGH), Nazira in Assam, and Mehsana, earning a reputation for his technical and managerial 

expertise. 

Nair retired on May 31 after a notable tenure during which ONGC achieved several milestones. Under his leadership, 

gas sales commenced from the North Karanpura Block in Hazaribagh, generating revenue for the company and royalty 

for the government. Significant progress was also made in gas monetization efforts in the Jharia region, where 

commercial gas sales are expected to begin soon. 

Nair also spearheaded a range of CSR initiatives across Jharkhand, focusing on rural development, drinking water, 

education, green energy, women's health, and water conservation. Computer laboratories were set up in schools and 

educational support was extended to students under the company's SC/ST Component Plan. 

ONGC officials expressed confidence that under Sinha's leadership, the Bokaro CBM Asset will continue its growth 

trajectory and contribute further to the region's energy and development goals. 
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Assam eyes greater role in India's energy growth after CM's meeting with Union Minister for 

Petroleum 

https://www.aninews.in/news/national/general-news/assam-eyes-greater-role-in-indias-energy-growth-after-cms-meeting-

with-union-minister-for-petroleum20260601210138 

  
New Delhi [India, June 1 (ANI): Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma on Monday held a productive meeting with 

Union Minister for Petroleum and 

Natural Gas Hardeep Singh Puri, during which the two leaders discussed strategies to strengthen the state's hydrocarbon 

sector and enhance its contribution to India's economic growth. 

Sharing details of the meeting on X, the Chief Minister described the Union Minister's perspectives on global affairs and 

the evolving energy landscape as 'extremely insightful.' 

Pleased to have met Hon'ble Union Minister Shri @HardeepSPuri ji earlier this evening. His views on global affairs and 

the current energy scenario has been extremely insightful. 

We discussed ways to expand our hydrocarbon potential, promote exploration across the State and 

pic.twitter.com/AEEgIXZLTx  Himanta Biswa Sarma (@himantabiswa) June 1, 2026 

"Pleased to have met Hon'ble Union Minister Shri @HardeepSPuri ji earlier this evening. His views on global affairs and 

the current energy scenario has been extremely insightful. We discussed ways to expand our hydrocarbon potential, 

promote exploration across the State and enhance production from our fields so that Assam can play an even bigger role 

in the India Growth Story," CM Sarma posted on X. 

The discussions between the two leaders focused on expanding Assam's hydrocarbon potential through increased 

exploration activities across the state and boosting production from existing oil and gas fields. The leaders also explored 

ways to leverage Assam's rich energy resources to support the country's growing energy requirements. 

Assam has long been a key centre of India's oil and natural gas industry, and the state government has been actively 

working to attract investments in exploration and production. 

The latest discussions are expected to further strengthen cooperation between the Centre and the state in the energy 

sector. 

The Chief Minister expressed confidence that enhanced exploration and production efforts would enable Assam to play 

an even bigger role in India's growth story while contributing to the nation's energy security and economic development.  

  

https://www.aninews.in/news/national/general-news/assam-eyes-greater-role-in-indias-energy-growth-after-cms-meeting-with-union-minister-for-petroleum20260601210138
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After E20 push in petrol, diesel-isobutanol blend mandate likely this year. Here's what that means 

https://m.dailyhunt.in/news/india/english/hindustan+times-epaper-

httimes/after+e20+push+in+petrol+dieselisobutanol+blend+mandate+likely+this+year+heres+what+that+means-newsid-

n714456704 

  
The Indian government is likely to introduce a mandate permitting blending isobutanol with diesel by the end of this year, 

secretary of the ministry of roads, transport and highways (MoRTH), V Umashankar has said. 

The move is expected to bolster energy security in the country while simultaneously decarbonising the roads and 

highways sector, he told news agency PTI recently. 

"Blending of diesel has been looked into with great seriousness. Bharat Petroleum is already undertaking strategic 

research for isobutanol blending with diesel. And the results are very encouraging," he added. "It is quite likely that the 

blending mandate will start coming in somewhere later this year." 

Isobutanol, also called isobutyl alcohol, is frequently used as a solvent in the flavor, fragrance, pharmaceutical, and 

pesticide industries along with being a chemical manufacturing ingredient for products like lacquer, paint strippers, paint 

primer, and craft paints. Similar to ethanol, it is often used as a biofuel and can be manufactured from plants. 

Since diesel consumption is twice that of petrol in the country, as revealed by Umashankar, blending in diesel will have 

a far greater impact on the country's energy security and foreign imports compared to petrol mandates. 

In his address at the 'CII Multimodal Transportation and Logistics Summit', Umashankar also revealed that ministry may 

release a draft notification on truck-trailers interchangeability soon. This is expected to build an ecosystem that needs 

battery-swapping and battery charging for electric heavy-duty commercial vehicles. 

How E20 fuelled controversies 

This development marks the latest in a series of initiatives in the government's blending programme which has taken off 

in the last decade or so. 

PM Narendra Modi listed the country's switch to E20 (a blend of 20 per cent ethanol with petrol) as a saviour in the face 

of the current fuel crisis sparked by the US-Israeli attack on Iran. 

"In this time of crisis, another preparation of the country is proving very useful: in the last 10-11 years, unprecedented 

work has been done on ethanol production and blending" the PM told the Lower House of Parliament in a 20-minute 

speech in March of this year. 

"A decade ago, the country had a capacity of only 1% ethanol blending. Today, we are close to achieving 20% ethanol 

blending in petrol. Due to this, in the last year, we have had to import about 4.5 crore barrels less oil." 

This move didn't come without its share of controversy, though. 

Concerns of vehicle erosion and a drop in mileage were presented by several owners, as previously reported by HT. 

Road minister Nitin Gadkari and oil minister Hardeep Singh Puri have repeatedly dismissed such claims with Gadkari 

even blaming this position on manipulations by the petroleum lobby. 

Secretary Umashankar has also responded to similar concerns: "There have been some concerns about blending at the 

lower level (E20), but here it is a little different because the vehicle is manufactured differently. It will have a separate 

(fuel) dispenser also at the petrol pumps for dispensing E85 or E100 fuel, unlike normally blended petrol, which is done 

through a common dispenser." 

Now, the ministry has also issued a draft notification for E85 (a blend of 85 per cent ethanol with petrol) and E100 (which 

would allow vehicles to run on nearly pure ethanol) vehicle manufacturing requirements. 

https://m.dailyhunt.in/news/india/english/hindustan+times-epaper-httimes/after+e20+push+in+petrol+dieselisobutanol+blend+mandate+likely+this+year+heres+what+that+means-newsid-n714456704
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In addition, amendments have been proposed to vehicle emission rules in order to expand the scope for higher ethanol 

blends and alternative fuels. 

Truck-trailers and barrier-free tolls 

The draft notification on truck-trailers, in addition, is expected to cater to concerns of building an ecosystem that requires 

battery-swapping and battery charging for electric heavy duty commercial vehicles, ANI reports. 

"If you have to look at battery swapping, then there will have to be several points which will have to be provided with this 

kind of infrastructure for swapping to happen. If you look at battery charging, then it is going to take a good amount of 

time for the charging to happen. So, does the truck lie idle at that point in time?" Umashankar explained. "So, what we 

are looking at is what we call a tractor-trailer interchangeability. Where you don't need to swap the battery, you swap the 

entire front part of the truck." 

In responses to questions regarding experimentation with hydrogen-based models, Umshankar revealed that results 

have been good so far. "The results are very good. The key cost is comparable with respect to other forms of logistics 

travel. It's not high. The only high-cost element is the hydrogen refuelling stations. And presently in the pilot projects, 

government support (is) being provided," he said. 

Recently, hydrogen buses have been introduced at a public level between Delhi-Faridabad and Delhi-Noida. "...the 

hydrogen refuelling station has already been supported and set up under this scheme. On fuelling, it travels 450 kms 

before it needs a refuel. So if you take Delhi-Mumbai as a corridor, then maybe three refuelling stations along the highway 

at the new expressway," the secretary added. 

Multi-Lane Free Flow (MLFF), a barrier-less toll system which has already been introduced at two toll plazas is likely to 

be expanded in the forthcoming year. "And the third one is likely to go live in the next 8-10 days. We plan to expand this 

to all the toll plazas, four-lane plus toll plazas across the country within the forthcoming year," Umashankar said. 

An advanced traffic management system is expected to be implemented by the government where slow-moving and fast-

moving traffic will be segregated in order to increase the average speed of vehicles on roads and highways. 
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Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma held a meeting on June 1, 2026, with Union Minister for Petroleum and 

Natural Gas Hardeep Singh Puri to discuss strategies to enhance the state's hydrocarbon sector and its contribution to 

India's economic growth. 

Sharing details of the meeting on X, the Chief Minister described the Union Minister's perspectives on global affairs and 

the evolving energy landscape as extremely insightful. He stated, Pleased to have met Hon'ble Union Minister Shri 

@HardeepSPuri ji earlier this evening. His views on global affairs and the current energy scenario has been extremely 

insightful. We discussed ways to expand our hydrocarbon potential, promote exploration across the State and enhance 

production from our fields so that Assam can play an even bigger role in the India Growth Story. 

The discussions focused on increasing exploration activities across Assam and boosting production from the state's 

existing oil and gas fields. Both leaders also examined methods to leverage Assam's energy resources to support the 

country's rising energy demands. 

Assam has historically been a significant centre of India's oil and natural gas sector, with the state government actively 

seeking to attract investments in exploration and production. This meeting is expected to reinforce cooperation between 

the state and the central government within the energy sector. 

The Chief Minister expressed confidence that greater exploration and production would enable Assam to contribute more 

substantially to India's growth and aid the nation's energy security and economic development. 
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The move pushes for greater energy security, cut in import bills and significant decarbonisation measures amid concerns 

of vehicle erosion and falling mileage 

The Indian government is likely to introduce a mandate permitting blending isobutanol with diesel by the end of this year, 

secretary of the ministry of roads, transport and highways (MoRTH), V Umashankar has said. The move is expected to 

bolster energy security in the country while simultaneously decarbonising the roads and highways sector, he told news 

agency PTI recently. 

Diesel blending with isobutanol mandate likely to be released this year after previous ethanol-petrol experiment(Reuters) 

Blending of diesel has been looked into with great seriousness. Bharat Petroleum is already undertaking strategic 

research for isobutanol blending with diesel. And the results are very encouraging, he added. It is quite likely that the 

blending mandate will start coming in somewhere later this year. 

Isobutanol, also called isobutyl alcohol, is frequently used as a solvent in the flavor, fragrance, pharmaceutical, and 

pesticide industries along with being a chemical manufacturing ingredient for products like lacquer, paint strippers, paint 

primer, and craft paints. Similar to ethanol, it is often used as a biofuel and can be manufactured from plants. 

Since diesel consumption is twice that of petrol in the country, as revealed by Umashankar, blending in diesel will have 

a far greater impact on the country's energy security and foreign imports compared to petrol mandates. 

In his address at the CII Multimodal Transportation and Logistics Summit', Umashankar also revealed that ministry may 

release a draft notification on truck-trailers interchangeability soon. This is expected to build an ecosystem that needs 

battery-swapping and battery charging for electric heavy-duty commercial vehicles. 

How E20 fuelled controversies 

This development marks the latest in a series of initiatives in the government's blending programme which has taken off 

in the last decade or so. 

PM Narendra Modi listed the country's switch to E20 (a blend of 20 per cent ethanol with petrol) as a saviour in the face 

of the current fuel crisis sparked by the US-Israeli attack on Iran. 

In this time of crisis, another preparation of the country is proving very useful: in the last 10-11 years, unprecedented 

work has been done on ethanol production and blending the PM told the Lower House of Parliament in a 20-minute 

speech in March of this year. 

A decade ago, the country had a capacity of only 1% ethanol blending. Today, we are close to achieving 20% ethanol 

blending in petrol. Due to this, in the last year, we have had to import about 4.5 crore barrels less oil." 

This move didn't come without its share of controversy, though. 

Concerns of vehicle erosion and a drop in mileage were presented by several owners, as previously reported by HT. 

Road minister Nitin Gadkari and oil minister Hardeep Singh Puri have repeatedly dismissed such claims with Gadkari 

even blaming this position on manipulations by the petroleum lobby. 

Secretary Umashankar has also responded to similar concerns: "There have been some concerns about blending at the 

lower level (E20), but here it is a little different because the vehicle is manufactured differently. It will have a separate 

(fuel) dispenser also at the petrol pumps for dispensing E85 or E100 fuel, unlike normally blended petrol, which is done 

through a common dispenser." 

https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/after-e20-push-in-petrol-diesel-isobutanol-blend-mandate-likely-this-year-heres-what-that-means-101780315919338-amp.html
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Now, the ministry has also issued a draft notification for E85 (a blend of 85 per cent ethanol with petrol) and E100 (which 

would allow vehicles to run on nearly pure ethanol) vehicle manufacturing requirements. 

In addition, amendments have been proposed to vehicle emission rules in order to expand the scope for higher ethanol 

blends and alternative fuels. 

Truck-trailers and barrier-free tolls 

The draft notification on truck-trailers, in addition, is expected to cater to concerns of building an ecosystem that requires 

battery-swapping and battery charging for electric heavy duty commercial vehicles, ANI reports. 

If you have to look at battery swapping, then there will have to be several points which will have to be provided with this 

kind of infrastructure for swapping to happen. If you look at battery charging, then it is going to take a good amount of 

time for the charging to happen. So, does the truck lie idle at that point in time? Umashankar explained. So, what we are 

looking at is what we call a tractor-trailer interchangeability. Where you don't need to swap the battery, you swap the 

entire front part of the truck." 

In responses to questions regarding experimentation with hydrogen-based models , Umshankar revealed that results 

have been good so far. The results are very good. The key cost is comparable with respect to other forms of logistics 

travel. It's not high. The only high-cost element is the hydrogen refuelling stations. And presently in the pilot projects, 

government support (is) being provided, he said. 

Recently, hydrogen buses have been introduced at a public level between Delhi-Faridabad and Delhi-Noida. "...the 

hydrogen refuelling station has already been supported and set up under this scheme. On fuelling, it travels 450 kms 

before it needs a refuel. So if you take Delhi-Mumbai as a corridor, then maybe three refuelling stations along the highway 

at the new expressway," the secretary added. 

Multi-Lane Free Flow (MLFF), a barrier-less toll system which has already been introduced at two toll plazas is likely to 

be expanded in the forthcoming year. "And the third one is likely to go live in the next 8-10 days. We plan to expand this 

to all the toll plazas, four-lane plus toll plazas across the country within the forthcoming year," Umashankar said. 

An advanced traffic management system is expected to be implemented by the government where slow-moving and fast-

moving traffic will be segregated in order to increase the average speed of vehicles on roads and highways. 
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Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma on Monday held a productive meeting with Union Minister for Petroleum and 

Natural Gas Hardeep Singh Puri, during which the two leaders discussed strategies to strengthen the state's hydrocarbon 

sector and enhance its contribution to India's economic growth. 

Sharing details of the meeting on X, the Chief Minister described the Union Minister's perspectives on global affairs and 

the evolving energy landscape as 'extremely insightful.' {{{{twitter_post_id#### Pleased to have met Hon'ble Union 

Minister Shri @HardeepSPuri ji earlier this evening. His views on global affairs and the current energy scenario has been 

extremely insightful. 

We discussed ways to expand our hydrocarbon potential, promote exploration across the State and 

pic.twitter.com/AEEgIXZLTx  Himanta Biswa Sarma (@himantabiswa) June 1, 2026 }}}} "Pleased to have met Hon'ble 

Union Minister Shri @HardeepSPuri ji earlier this evening. His views on global affairs and the current energy scenario 

has been extremely insightful. We discussed ways to expand our hydrocarbon potential, promote exploration across the 

State and enhance production from our fields so that Assam can play an even bigger role in the India Growth Story," CM 

Sarma posted on X. 

The discussions between the two leaders focused on expanding Assam's hydrocarbon potential through increased 

exploration activities across the state and boosting production from existing oil and gas fields. The leaders also explored 

ways to leverage Assam's rich energy resources to support the country's growing energy requirements. 

Assam has long been a key centre of India's oil and natural gas industry, and the state government has been actively 

working to attract investments in exploration and production. 

The latest discussions are expected to further strengthen cooperation between the Centre and the state in the energy 

sector. 

The Chief Minister expressed confidence that enhanced exploration and production efforts would enable Assam to play 

an even bigger role in India's growth story while contributing to the nation's energy security and economic development. 
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The Indian government is likely to introduce a mandate permitting blending isobutanol with diesel by the end of this year, 

secretary of the ministry of roads, transport and highways (MoRTH), V Umashankar has said. The move is expected to 

bolster energy security in the country while simultaneously decarbonising the roads and highways sector, he told news 

agency PTI recently. Blending of diesel has been looked into with great seriousness. Bharat Petroleum is already 

undertaking strategic research for isobutanol blending with diesel. And the results are very encouraging, he added. It is 

quite likely that the blending mandate will start coming in somewhere later this year. Isobutanol, also called isobutyl 

alcohol, is frequently used as a solvent in the flavor, fragrance, pharmaceutical, and pesticide industries along with being 

a chemical manufacturing ingredient for products like lacquer, paint strippers, paint primer, and craft paints. Similar to 

ethanol, it is often used as a biofuel and can be manufactured from plants. Since diesel consumption is twice that of 

petrol in the country, as revealed by Umashankar, blending in diesel will have a far greater impact on the country's energy 

security and foreign imports compared to petrol mandates. In his address at the CII Multimodal Transportation and 

Logistics Summit', Umashankar also revealed that ministry may release a draft notification on truck-trailers 

interchangeability soon. This is expected to build an ecosystem that needs battery-swapping and battery charging for 

electric heavy-duty commercial vehicles. How E20 fuelled controversies This development marks the latest in a series of 

initiatives in the government's blending programme which has taken off in the last decade or so. PM Narendra Modi listed 

the country's switch to E20 (a blend of 20 per cent ethanol with petrol) as a saviour in the face of the current fuel crisis 

sparked by the US-Israeli attack on Iran. In this time of crisis, another preparation of the country is proving very useful: 

in the last 10-11 years, unprecedented work has been done on ethanol production and blending the PM told the Lower 

House of Parliament in a 20-minute speech in March of this year. A decade ago, the country had a capacity of only 1% 

ethanol blending. Today, we are close to achieving 20% ethanol blending in petrol. Due to this, in the last year, we have 

had to import about 4.5 crore barrels less oil." This move didn't come without its share of controversy, though. Concerns 

of vehicle erosion and a drop in mileage were presented by several owners, as previously reported by HT. Road minister 

Nitin Gadkari and oil minister Hardeep Singh Puri have repeatedly dismissed such claims with Gadkari even blaming this 

position on manipulations by the petroleum lobby. Secretary Umashankar has also responded to similar concerns: "There 

have been some concerns about blending at the lower level (E20), but here it is a little different because the vehicle is 

manufactured differently. It will have a separate (fuel) dispenser also at the petrol pumps for dispensing E85 or E100 fuel, 

unlike normally blended petrol, which is done through a common dispenser." Now, the ministry has also issued a draft 

notification for E85 (a blend of 85 per cent ethanol with petrol) and E100 (which would allow vehicles to run on nearly 

pure ethanol) vehicle manufacturing requirements. In addition, amendments have been proposed to vehicle emission 

rules in order to expand the scope for higher ethanol blends and alternative fuels. Truck-trailers and barrier-free tolls The 

draft notification on truck-trailers, in addition, is expected to cater to concerns of building an ecosystem that requires 

battery-swapping and battery charging for electric heavy duty commercial vehicles, ANI reports. If you have to look at 

battery swapping, then there will have to be several points which will have to be provided with this kind of infrastructure 

for swapping to happen. If you look at battery charging, then it is going to take a good amount of time for the charging to 

happen. So, does the truck lie idle at that point in time? Umashankar explained. So, what we are looking at is what we 

call a tractor-trailer interchangeability. Where you don't need to swap the battery, you swap the entire front part of the 

truck." In responses to questions regarding experimentation with hydrogen-based models, Umshankar revealed that 

results have been good so far. The results are very good. The key cost is comparable with respect to other forms of 

logistics travel. It's not high. The only high-cost element is the hydrogen refuelling stations. And presently in the pilot 

projects, government support (is) being provided, he said. Recently, hydrogen buses have been introduced at a public 

level between Delhi-Faridabad and Delhi-Noida. "...the hydrogen refuelling station has already been supported and set 

up under this scheme. On fuelling, it travels 450 kms before it needs a refuel. So if you take Delhi-Mumbai as a corridor, 

then maybe three refuelling stations along the highway at the new expressway," the secretary added. Multi-Lane Free 

Flow (MLFF), a barrier-less toll system which has already been introduced at two toll plazas is likely to be expanded in 
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the forthcoming year. "And the third one is likely to go live in the next 8-10 days. We plan to expand this to all the toll 

plazas, four-lane plus toll plazas across the country within the forthcoming year," Umashankar said. An advanced traffic 

management system is expected to be implemented by the government where slow-moving and fast-moving traffic will 

be segregated in order to increase the average speed of vehicles on roads and highways. 

  



 

Page 80 of 85. 

Headline Mottock student unions protest over fuel price hike in Tinsukia 

Publication MSN India Edition Online Coverage 

Published Date 2 Jun 2026 

 

Mottock student unions protest over fuel price hike in Tinsukia 

https://www.msn.com/en-in/news/other/mottock-student-unions-protest-over-fuel-price-hike-in-tinsukia/ar-AA24xYAT 

  
Members of the All Assam Mottock Yuba Chatra Parishad (AAMYCP) and the All Assam Mottock Students' Union 

(Aamsu) took to the streets of Tinsukia town on Monday, staging a protest against the relentless rise in petrol and diesel 

prices. The protesters took out a procession through the town before converging at the town square, where they burnt 

the effigy of Union petroleum minister Hardeep Singh Puri amid loud sloganeering against the Centre. They later 

submitted a memorandum to the Tinsukia district commissioner addressed to CM Himanta Biswa Sarma, demanding 

immediate intervention to provide relief to the common man. The protest comes against the backdrop of India 

implementing four consecutive fuel price hikes over the past two weeks, raising cumulative petrol and diesel rates by 

nearly Rs 7.5 per litre. The recent increases have pushed retail fuel prices to their highest levels since May 2022, driven 

largely by volatility in global crude oil markets. The protesters said the repeated hikes were not just a burden on motorists, 

but were having a cascading effect across the entire economy, driving up transportation costs and pushing the prices of 

daily essentials well beyond what an ordinary household could afford. Fuel price hikes do not stop at the petrol pump. 

When fuel becomes expensive, everything -- from vegetables and groceries to medicines-- becomes expensive. The 

common man is being crushed from all sides, and govt seems completely indifferent," said Bhaskar Hazarika, a 

representative of the AAMYCP. "Four hikes in less than two weeks is not just a price revision, it is an attack on the 

livelihood of the poor and the middle class. We demand that govt roll back these hikes immediately," an Aamsu leader 

said. The organisations warned that if govt failed to take heed of their demands, they would be compelled to escalate 

their agitation across the district in the coming days. Stay updated with the latest news on Times of India .  
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Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma on Monday held a productive meeting with Union Minister for Petroleum and 

Natural Gas Hardeep Singh Puri, during which the two leaders discussed strategies to strengthen the state's hydrocarbon 

sector and enhance its contribution to India's economic growth. Sharing details of the meeting on X, the Chief Minister 

described the Union Minister's perspectives on global affairs and the evolving energy landscape as 'extremely insightful.' 

Pleased to have met Hon'ble Union Minister Shri @HardeepSPuri ji earlier this evening. His views on global affairs and 

the current energy scenario has been extremely insightful. We discussed ways to expand our hydrocarbon potential, 

promote exploration across the State and pic.twitter.com/AEEgIXZLTx  Himanta Biswa Sarma (@himantabiswa) June 1, 

2026 "Pleased to have met Hon'ble Union Minister Shri @HardeepSPuri ji earlier this evening. His views on global affairs 

and the current energy scenario has been extremely insightful. We discussed ways to expand our hydrocarbon potential, 

promote exploration across the State and enhance production from our fields so that Assam can play an even bigger role 

in the India Growth Story," CM Sarma posted on X. Focus on Exploration and Production The discussions between the 

two leaders focused on expanding Assam's hydrocarbon potential through increased exploration activities across the 

state and boosting production from existing oil and gas fields. The leaders also explored ways to leverage Assam's rich 

energy resources to support the country's growing energy requirements. Assam's Role in India's Energy Sector Assam 

has long been a key centre of India's oil and natural gas industry, and the state government has been actively working to 

attract investments in exploration and production. The latest discussions are expected to further strengthen cooperation 

between the Centre and the state in the energy sector. The Chief Minister expressed confidence that enhanced 

exploration and production efforts would enable Assam to play an even bigger role in India's growth story while 

contributing to the nation's energy security and economic development.  
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Union Agriculture Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan will launch the Khet Bachao Abhiyan nationwide from June 1, 

responding to the Prime Minister's call to reduce excessive fertiliser use. The month-long campaign will run till June 30 

and begin from Ramsiya village in Raisen, Madhya Pradesh. Chouhan is reaching out to state Chief Ministers over phone 

and has written to all Chief Ministers seeking their cooperation. Nationwide Campaign to Promote Balanced Fertiliser 

Use Under the drive, the minister will tour the country for a month, visiting farms and interacting directly with farmers to 

push for balanced fertiliser use, soil health management and alternatives like nano-urea and organic inputs. The outreach 

comes as the government recently reviewed fuel, fertiliser and other essential commodities on Wednesday amid the 

ongoing West Asia crisis. Government Reviews Essential Supplies Amid West Asia Crisis In the sixth meeting of the 

Informal Group of Ministers on West Asia, chaired by Defence Minister Rajnath Singh, the Centre asserted that supplies 

across the country remain normal and urged citizens to avoid panic buying of petrol, diesel and LPG. Union Ministers, 

including JP Nadda, Hardeep Singh Puri, Prahlad Joshi and Ashwini Vaishnaw attended the meeting. Rajnath Singh said 

on X: "The supply situation in the country today is normal," adding the government is "leaving no stone unturned" to 

ensure the availability of essential items. Fuel Supply Situation The government said petrol and diesel supplies are "fully 

adequate", with refining capacity of 258.1 MTPA against domestic consumption of 243.2 million tonnes last fiscal. India 

also exports ~61.5 million tonnes of petroleum products annually, leaving no supply gap. Public Sector OMCs are 

absorbing losses of around Rs 550 crore per day to shield consumers from the full impact of global price rises. Fertiliser 

Availability for Kharif Season For Kharif 2026, fertiliser requirement is estimated at 390.54 lakh metric tonnes, with current 

availability at 200.47 LMT, or over 51% of need. After the West Asia crisis, around 122.4 LMT has been added via imports 

and domestic production. India has secured ~15 LMT of DAP and 10 LMT of NPKs expected at ports in May-June. India 

imports nearly 70% of urea and 100% of potash, mainly from Saudi Arabia, Oman, UAE, Jordan and Iran. Disruptions to 

Red Sea/Gulf shipping routes and volatile crude and natural gas prices since the West Asia conflict escalated have 

pushed up freight costs and fertiliser production costs. Natural gas is the key feedstock for urea, so global energy spikes 

directly hit import costs and subsidy burden. Rajnath Singh directed officials to keep enhancing preparedness and ensure 

"fertilisers and other essential agricultural inputs remain adequately available to farmers" so food prices stay stable. With 

subsidies being cleared weekly and input stocks under regular review, -Khet Bachao Abhiyan- is framed as the farm-

level push: cut wasteful urea use, improve soil health, and reduce import dependence as global supply chains stay fragile.  
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Assam's Chief Minister engaged in a crucial dialogue with Union Ministers to revitalize the state's energy sector. Key 

discussions revolved around expanding oil and gas exploration and enhancing production methodologies. Opportunities 

for Free Trade Agreements aimed at uplifting small businesses and agricultural communities were also on the table. 

Guwahati: Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma on Monday held a productive meeting with Union Minister for 

Petroleum and Natural Gas Hardeep Singh Puri, during which the two leaders discussed strategies to strengthen the 

state's hydrocarbon sector and enhance its contribution to India's economic growth. 

Sharing details of the meeting on social media platform X, the Chief Minister described the Union Minister's perspectives 

on global affairs and the evolving energy landscape as "extremely insightful." 

Assam seeks Centre's backing for energy, health push 

The discussions between the two leaders focused on expanding Assam's hydrocarbon potential through increased 

exploration activities across the state and boosting production from existing oil and gas fields. The leaders also explored 

ways to leverage Assam's rich energy resources to support the country's growing energy requirements. 

Assam has long been a key centre of India's oil and natural gas industry , and the state government has been actively 

working to attract investments in exploration and production. The latest discussions are expected to further strengthen 

cooperation between the Centre and the state in the energy sector. 

The Chief Minister expressed confidence that enhanced exploration and production efforts would enable Assam to play 

an even bigger role in India's growth story while contributing to the nation's energy security and economic development. 

Sarma on Monday said that India's recently concluded Free Trade Agreements (FTAs) would unlock significant 

opportunities for Indian entrepreneurs and create new avenues of growth for businesses and farmers in Assam. 

In a post on X following his meeting with Union Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal at Vanijya Bhawan, the 

Chief Minister said, The multiple Free Trade Agreements that have been signed by India will unlock several opportunities 

for Indian entrepreneurs. 

 

Sarma said he complimented the Union Minister and his ministry for successfully navigating complex trade negotiations 

that led to the signing of these landmark agreements. 

Today during my meeting with Hon'ble Minister Shri Piyush Goyal Ji, I complimented his ministry for successfully 

navigating these complex negotiations as well as discussed how small businesses & farmers in Assam can benefit from 

these landmark agreements, the Chief Minister wrote. 

The discussions focused on leveraging the FTAs to improve market access and growth prospects for Assam's small 

businesses and agricultural producers. He emphasised the importance of ensuring that the benefits of expanded 

international trade reach grassroots stakeholders across the state. 

The meeting also covered issues concerning Assam's tea industry, one of the state's key economic sectors. We also 

spoke on resolving issues pertaining to our tea industry, Sarma said in his post. 

The Chief Minister exuded optimism that the trade agreements would help boost entrepreneurship, exports and economic 

growth while enhancing Assam's contribution to India's development story. 

Sarma on Monday held a detailed discussion with Union Road Transport and Highways Minister Nitin Gadkari on the 

progress of several transformative infrastructure projects aimed at accelerating the state's development. 
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In a post on X after the meeting, Sarma described his interaction with the Union Minister as a valuable learning experience 

and credited Gadkari's support for the significant advancement of infrastructure in Assam. 

Meeting Hon'ble Union Minister Shri Nitin Gadkari Ji is always a learning experience. Assam's infrastructure has benefited 

tremendously from his support, and he has always been available to help solve ongoing issues, the Chief Minister wrote. 

Chief Minister Sarma also expressed his gratitude to the Union Minister for his guidance during the Assam elections and 

discussed a range of ongoing and upcoming infrastructure initiatives across the state. 

The two leaders reviewed the progress of major projects including the proposed Brahmaputra underwater tunnel, the 

Kaziranga Elevated Corridors, National Highway expansion works and road repair projects being undertaken across 

Assam. 

We discussed the progress of transformative projects such as the Brahmaputra underwater tunnel, Kaziranga Elevated 

Corridors, National Highway expansion and repair projects across the state, among other issues to further accelerate 

Assam's growth trajectory, Sarma said in his post. 

Union Minister of State for External Affairs Pabitra Margherita and Resident Commissioner, Assam Bhawan, Kavitha 

Padmanabhan were also present during the meeting. 

The Chief Minister noted that these projects are expected to significantly improve connectivity, boost economic activity 

and strengthen Assam's infrastructure network, contributing to the state's long-term growth and development. 
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Members of the All Assam Mottock Yuba Chatra Parishad (AAMYCP) and the All Assam Mottock Students' Union 

(Aamsu) took to the streets of Tinsukia town on Monday, staging a protest against the relentless rise in petrol and diesel 

prices. The protesters took out a procession through the town before converging at the town square, where they burnt 

the effigy of Union petroleum minister Hardeep Singh Puri amid loud sloganeering against the Centre. They later 

submitted a memorandum to the Tinsukia district commissioner addressed to CM Himanta Biswa Sarma , demanding 

immediate intervention to provide relief to the common man. The protest comes against the backdrop of India 

implementing four consecutive fuel price hikes over the past two weeks, raising cumulative petrol and diesel rates by 

nearly Rs 7.5 per litre. The recent increases have pushed retail fuel prices to their highest levels since May 2022, driven 

largely by volatility in global crude oil markets. The protesters said the repeated hikes were not just a burden on motorists, 

but were having a cascading effect across the entire economy, driving up transportation costs and pushing the prices of 

daily essentials well beyond what an ordinary household could afford. Fuel price hikes do not stop at the petrol pump. 

When fuel becomes expensive, everything -- from vegetables and groceries to medicines-- becomes expensive. The 

common man is being crushed from all sides, and govt seems completely indifferent," said Bhaskar Hazarika, a 

representative of the AAMYCP. "Four hikes in less than two weeks is not just a price revision, it is an attack on the 

livelihood of the poor and the middle class. We demand that govt roll back these hikes immediately," an Aamsu leader 

said. The organisations warned that if govt failed to take heed of their demands, they would be compelled to escalate 

their agitation across the district in the coming days. Protesters effigy of Union petroleum minister Hardeep Singh Puri 

Protesters effigy of Union petroleum minister Hardeep Singh Puri 
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