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Govt raises ONGC chairman entry age to 59, offers up to five-year tenure 

https://www.business-standard.com/companies/news/govt-raises-ongc-chairman-entry-age-to-59-offers-up-to-five-year-

tenure-126070500201_1.html 

  
The government has relaxed the eligibility conditions for appointing the next chairman of state-owned ONGC by raising 

the maximum entry age to 59 

years and offering the successful candidate a fixed three-year term extendable by up to two years, widening the pool of 

eligible contenders to head India's largest oil and gas producer. 

The Public Enterprises Selection Board (PESB), the government's headhunter for appointments to state-run firms, has 

invited applications for the post, which will fall vacant on December 7 when incumbent Arun Kumar Singh completes his 

extended tenure. 

Under the Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) advertisement, candidates should not have attained the age of 59 

years on the date of occurrence of the vacancy -- December 7, 2026. The selected candidate will initially be appointed 

for three years, with the tenure extendable by another two years after a performance review. "Any employment or 

extension of tenure beyond the age of 60 shall be on a contract basis," the advertisement said. 

The selection will be made by a search-cum-selection committee constituted by the oil ministry instead of the normal 

PESB selection process. 

The revised age limit marks a departure from the norms followed for most board-level appointments in Central Public 

Sector Enterprises (CPSEs). 

While recent appointments have largely been governed by a residual service criterion rather than fixed age limits, the 

advertisement prescribes a maximum entry age of 59 years, allowing both internal and external candidates who would 

otherwise have been ineligible to be considered. 

The tenure conditions are also a departure from the prevailing practice of appointing PSU chiefs until the age of 

superannuation, which is generally 60 years. 

Under the revised framework, a chairman may continue beyond that age on a contractual basis. 

The government had made a similar relaxation when appointing Singh in 2022. 

A search-cum-selection committee constituted by the oil ministry picked him in August that year, barely two months before 

he turned 60, making him the first executive of that age to be appointed chairman of a blue-chip state-run company. 

Singh, who retired as chairman and managing director of Bharat Petroleum Corporation Ltd in October 2022, took charge 

of ONGC on December 6, 2022, after the government relaxed the eligibility criteria. 

Last year, the Centre granted him a rare one-year extension, allowing him to continue as ONGC chairman until December 

6, 2026, by which time he will be over 64 years old. 

The government had initiated a search for a regular chairman last year. 

PESB invited applications in April 2025, and more than a dozen candidates, including Oil India Ltd Chairman and 

Managing Director Ranjit Rath, applied. However, no interviews were held, and the selection process remained 

inconclusive without any official explanation. 

ONGC had remained without a full-time chief between April 2021 and December 2022, during which the company was 

headed by three interim chairmen before Singh's appointment. 

Applications will close on July 21, while the deadline for forwarding applications through the prescribed channels is July 

30, the advertisement said. 
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According to the job description, the chairman will be responsible for the overall management and strategic direction of 

the company, including driving growth in revenue and profitability, leading ONGC's exploration and production business, 

overseeing expansion into new energy and petrochemicals through acquisitions and joint ventures, and steering 

technology adoption across the organisation. 
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The government has relaxed the eligibility conditions for appointing the next chairman of state-owned ONGC by raising 

the maximum entry age to 59 years and offering the successful candidate a fixed three-year term extendable by up to 

two years, widening the pool of eligible contenders to head India's largest oil and gas producer. The Public Enterprises 

Selection Board (PESB), the government's headhunter for appointments to state-run firms, has invited applications for 

the post, which will fall vacant on December 7 when incumbent Arun Kumar Singh completes his extended tenure. Under 

the Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) advertisement, candidates should not have attained the age of 59 years on 

the date of occurrence of the vacancy -- December 7, 2026. The selected candidate will initially be appointed for three 

years, with the tenure extendable by another two years after a performance review. 

"Any employment or extension of tenure beyond the age of 60 shall be on a contract basis," the advertisement said. 

The selection will be made by a search-cum-selection committee constituted by the oil ministry instead of the normal 

PESB selection process. 

The revised age limit marks a departure from the norms followed for most board-level appointments in Central Public 

Sector Enterprises (CPSEs). While recent appointments have largely been governed by a residual service criterion rather 

than fixed age limits, the advertisement prescribes a maximum entry age of 59 years, allowing both internal and external 

candidates who would otherwise have been ineligible to be considered. The tenure conditions are also a departure from 

the prevailing practice of appointing PSU chiefs until the age of superannuation, which is generally 60 years. Under the 

revised framework, a chairman may continue beyond that age on a contractual basis. 

The government had made a similar relaxation when appointing Singh in 2022. 

A search-cum-selection committee constituted by the oil ministry picked him in August that year, barely two months before 

he turned 60, making him the first executive of that age to be appointed chairman of a blue-chip state-run company. 

Singh, who retired as chairman and managing director of Bharat Petroleum Corporation Ltd in October 2022, took charge 

of ONGC on December 6, 2022, after the government relaxed the eligibility criteria. 

Last year, the Centre granted him a rare one-year extension, allowing him to continue as ONGC chairman until December 

6, 2026, by which time he will be over 64 years old. 

The government had initiated a search for a regular chairman last year. 

PESB invited applications in April 2025, and more than a dozen candidates, including Oil India Ltd Chairman and 

Managing Director Ranjit Rath, applied. However, no interviews were held, and the selection process remained 

inconclusive without any official explanation. 

ONGC had remained without a full-time chief between April 2021 and December 2022, during which the company was 

headed by three interim chairmen before Singh's appointment. 

Applications will close on July 21, while the deadline for forwarding applications through the prescribed channels is July 

30, the advertisement said. According to the job description, the chairman will be responsible for the overall management 

and strategic direction of the company, including driving growth in revenue and profitability, leading ONGC's exploration 

and production business, overseeing expansion into new energy and petrochemicals through acquisitions and joint 

ventures, and steering technology adoption across the organisation.  

  

https://www.dailyexcelsior.com/govt-raises-ongc-chairman-entry-age-to-59-offers-up-to-five-year-tenure/


 

Page 60 of 103. 

Headline Govt raises ONGC chairman entry age to 59, offers up to five-year tenure 

Publication Daily Hunt (Mobile) Edition Online Coverage 

Published Date 5 Jul 2026 

 

Govt raises ONGC chairman entry age to 59, offers up to five-year tenure 

http://m.dailyhunt.in/news/india/english/pti+english-epaper-

ptien/govt+raises+ongc+chairman+entry+age+to+59+offers+up+to+fiveyear+tenure-newsid-n718497941 

  
The government has relaxed the eligibility conditions for appointing the next chairman of state-owned ONGC by raising 

the maximum entry age to 59 years and offering the successful candidate a fixed three-year term extendable by up to 

two years, widening the pool of eligible contenders to head India's largest oil and gas producer. 

The Public Enterprises Selection Board (PESB), the government's headhunter for appointments to state-run firms, has 

invited applications for the post, which will fall vacant on December 7 when incumbent Arun Kumar Singh completes his 

extended tenure. 

Under the Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) advertisement, candidates should not have attained the age of 59 

years on the date of occurrence of the vacancy -- December 7, 2026. The selected candidate will initially be appointed 

for three years, with the tenure extendable by another two years after a performance review. 

"Any employment or extension of tenure beyond the age of 60 shall be on a contract basis," the advertisement said. 

The selection will be made by a search-cum-selection committee constituted by the oil ministry instead of the normal 

PESB selection process. 

The revised age limit marks a departure from the norms followed for most board-level appointments in Central Public 

Sector Enterprises (CPSEs). 

While recent appointments have largely been governed by a residual service criterion rather than fixed age limits, the 

advertisement prescribes a maximum entry age of 59 years, allowing both internal and external candidates who would 

otherwise have been ineligible to be considered. 

The tenure conditions are also a departure from the prevailing practice of appointing PSU chiefs until the age of 

superannuation, which is generally 60 years. Under the revised framework, a chairman may continue beyond that age 

on a contractual basis. 

The government had made a similar relaxation when appointing Singh in 2022. 

A search-cum-selection committee constituted by the oil ministry picked him in August that year, barely two months before 

he turned 60, making him the first executive of that age to be appointed chairman of a blue-chip state-run company. 

Singh, who retired as chairman and managing director of Bharat Petroleum Corporation Ltd in October 2022, took charge 

of ONGC on December 6, 2022, after the government relaxed the eligibility criteria. 

Last year, the Centre granted him a rare one-year extension, allowing him to continue as ONGC chairman until December 

6, 2026, by which time he will be over 64 years old. 

The government had initiated a search for a regular chairman last year. 

PESB invited applications in April 2025, and more than a dozen candidates, including Oil India Ltd Chairman and 

Managing Director Ranjit Rath, applied. However, no interviews were held, and the selection process remained 

inconclusive without any official explanation. 

ONGC had remained without a full-time chief between April 2021 and December 2022, during which the company was 

headed by three interim chairmen before Singh's appointment. 

Applications will close on July 21, while the deadline for forwarding applications through the prescribed channels is July 

30, the advertisement said. 

According to the job description, the chairman will be responsible for the overall management and strategic direction of 

the company, including driving growth in revenue and profitability, leading ONGC's exploration and production business, 
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overseeing expansion into new energy and petrochemicals through acquisitions and joint ventures, and steering 

technology adoption across the organisation.  
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सरकार ने ओएनजीसी चेयरमैन के लिए प्रवेश आयु बढाकर 59 वर्ष की 

http://m.dailyhunt.in/news/india/hindi/pti+hindi-epaper-
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न यी लिल्ली, पाांच जुिाई (भार्ा) सरकार ने सावषजलनक के्षत्र की तेि एवां प्राकृलतक गैस लनगम (ओएनजीसी) के अगिे चेयरमैन की लनयुक्ति के 

लिए पात्रता शतों में ढीि 

िी है। इसके तहत अलिकतम प्रवेश आयु बढाकर 59 वर्ष कर िी गई है और चयलनत उम्मीिवार को तीन वर्ष का लनलित कायषकाि लिया जाएगा, 

लजसे प्रिशषन समीक्षा के आिार पर िो वर्ष तक बढाया जा सकेगा। 

इस किम से िेश की सबसे बडी तेि एवां गैस उत्पािक कां पनी के शीर्ष पि के लिए अलिक उम्मीिवारोां के लिए अवसर खुि गया है। 

सावषजलनक के्षत्र की कां पलनयोां में लनयुक्तियोां के लिए प्रमुख चयन एजेंसी िोक उद्यम चयन बोर्ष (पीईएसबी) ने इस पि के लिए आवेिन आमांलत्रत 

लकए हैं। यह पि सात लिसांबर को वतषमान चेयरमैन अरुण कुमार लसांह के लवस्ताररत कायषकाि समाप्त होने के बाि खािी हो जाएगा। 

ओएनजीसी के लवज्ञापन के अनुसार, उम्मीिवार की आयु पि ररि होने की लतलि यानी सात लिसांबर 2026 तक 59 वर्ष से अलिक नही ां होनी 

चालहए। चयलनत उम्मीिवार को प्रारांभ में तीन वर्ष के लिए लनयुि लकया जाएगा, लजसे प्रिशषन के आिार पर िो वर्ष तक बढाया जा सकता है। 

लवज्ञापन में कहा गया है, "60 वर्ष की आयु के बाि लकसी भी तरह का रोजगार या कायषकाि का लवस्तार अनुबांि के आिार पर होगा।" 

यह चयन सामान्य पीईएसबी चयन प्रलिया के बजाय पेट्र ोलियम मांत्रािय द्वारा गलित एक 'खोज-सह-चयन सलमलत' द्वारा लकया जाएगा। 

सांशोलित आयु सीमा कें द्रीय सावषजलनक के्षत्र के उद्यमोां (सीपीएसई) में अलिकाांश बोर्ष-स्तरीय लनयुक्तियोां के लिए अपनाए जाने वािे मानिांर्ोां से 

अिग है। 

हाि के वर्ों में अलिकतर लनयुक्तियाां शेर् सेवा अवलि के आिार पर होती रही हैं, जबलक इस लवज्ञापन में स्पष्ट रूप से 59 वर्ष की अलिकतम प्रवेश 

आयु तय की गई है। 

कायषकाि सांबांिी शतें भी मौजूिा परांपरा से अिग हैं, लजसके तहत आमतौर पर पीएसयू प्रमुखोां की लनयुक्ति सेवालनवृलि आयु (जो सामान्यतः  60 

वर्ष होती है) तक की जाती है। नई व्यवस्था के तहत, चेयरमैन 60 वर्ष की आयु के बाि भी अनुबांि आिार पर कायषरत रह सकते हैं। 

सरकार ने 2022 में लसांह की लनयुक्ति के समय भी इसी तरह की छूट् िी िी। 

भारत पेट्र ोलियम कॉरपोरेशन लिलमटे्र् (बीपीसीएि) के चेयरमैन और प्रबांि लनिेशक पि से अकू्टबर 2022 में सेवालनवृि हुए लसांह ने सरकार 

द्वारा पात्रता मानिांर् में ढीि लिए जाने के बाि छह लिसांबर 2022 को ओएनजीसी का कायषभार सांभािा िा। 

लपछिे साि कें द्र सरकार ने उन्हें एक साि का सेवा लवस्तार लिया िा, लजससे वह छह लिसांबर 2026 तक ओएनजीसी के चेयरमैन पि पर बने 

रहने के पात्र हुए। तब तक उनकी आयु 64 वर्ष से अलिक हो जाएगी। 

सरकार ने लपछिे साि ही एक लनयलमत चेयरमैन की तिाश शुरू कर िी िी। 

लवज्ञापन के अनुसार, आवेिन की अांलतम लतलि 21 जुिाई है जबलक लनिाषररत माध्यमोां से आवेिन भेजने की आक्तखरी तारीख 30 जुिाई है। 
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Govt Raises ONGC Chairman Entry Age To 59, Offers Up To Five-year Tenure 

https://www.deccanchronicle.com/nation/current-affairs/govt-raises-ongc-chairman-entry-age-to-59-offers-up-to-five-year-

tenure-1968583 

  
Under the ONGC advertisement, candidates should not have attained the age of 59 years on the date of occurrence of 

the vacancy -- December 7, 2026. The selected candidate will initially be appointed for three years, with the tenure 

extendable by another two years after a performance review. Any employment or extension of tenure beyond the age of 

60 shall be on a contract basis, the advertisement said 

New Delhi: The government has relaxed the eligibility conditions for appointing the next chairman of state-owned Oil and 

Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) by raising the maximum entry age to 59 years and offering the successful candidate a 

fixed three-year term extendable by up to two years, widening the pool of eligible contenders to head India's largest oil 

and gas producer. 

The government's headhunter, Public Enterprises Selection Board (PESB), has invited applications for the key post in 

state-owned oil and gas company, which will fall vacant on December 7 when incumbent Arun Kumar Singh completes 

his extended tenure. However, the selection for the post is likely to be made by a search-cum-selection committee 

constituted by the oil ministry instead of the normal PESB selection process. 

Under the ONGC advertisement, candidates should not have attained the age of 59 years on the date of occurrence of 

the vacancy -- December 7, 2026. The selected candidate will initially be appointed for three years, with the tenure 

extendable by another two years after a performance review. Any employment or extension of tenure beyond the age of 

60 shall be on a contract basis, the advertisement said. 

The revised age limit marks a departure from the norms followed for most board-level appointments in Central Public 

Sector Enterprises (CPSEs). While recent appointments have largely been governed by a residual service criterion rather 

than fixed age limits, the advertisement prescribes a maximum entry age of 59 years, allowing both internal and external 

candidates who would otherwise have been ineligible to be considered. 

The tenure conditions are also a departure from the prevailing practice of appointing PSU chiefs until the age of 

superannuation, which is generally 60 years. Under the revised framework, a chairman may continue beyond that age 

on a contractual basis. The government had made a similar relaxation when appointing Singh in 2022. 

A search-cum-selection committee constituted by the oil ministry picked him in August that year, barely two months before 

he turned 60, making him the first executive of that age to be appointed chairman of a blue-chip state-run company. 

Singh, who retired as chairman and managing director of Bharat Petroleum Corporation Ltd in October 2022, took charge 

of ONGC on December 6, 2022, after the government relaxed the eligibility criteria. 
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Government raises ONGC chairman entry age to 59, offers up to five-year tenure 

https://energy.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/oil-and-gas/government-raises-ongc-chairman-entry-age-to-59-offers-

up-to-five-year-tenure/132192852 

  
This move aims to widen the candidate pool for India's largest oil producer. The selection process will now involve a 

search-cum-selection committee, a departure from the usual PESB procedure. Applications are open until July 21. 

The government has broadened the eligibility for ONGC's next chairman, raising the maximum entry age to 59 and 

offering a three-year term extendable by two years. New Delhi: The government has relaxed the eligibility conditions for 

appointing the next chairman of state-owned ONGC by raising the maximum entry age to 59 years and offering the 

successful candidate a fixed three-year term extendable by up to two years, widening the pool of eligible contenders to 

head India's largest oil and gas producer. 

The Public Enterprises Selection Board (PESB), the government's headhunter for appointments to state-run firms, has 

invited applications for the post, which will fall vacant on December 7 when incumbent Arun Kumar Singh completes his 

extended tenure. 

Advt Under the Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) advertisement, candidates should not have attained the age of 

59 years on the date of occurrence of the vacancy, December 7, 2026. The selected candidate will initially be appointed 

for three years, with the tenure extendable by another two years after a performance review. 

"Any employment or extension of tenure beyond the age of 60 shall be on a contract basis," the advertisement said. 

The selection will be made by a search-cum-selection committee constituted by the oil ministry instead of the normal 

PESB selection process. 

The revised age limit marks a departure from the norms followed for most board-level appointments in Central Public 

Sector Enterprises (CPSEs). 

While recent appointments have largely been governed by a residual service criterion rather than fixed age limits, the 

advertisement prescribes a maximum entry age of 59 years, allowing both internal and external candidates who would 

otherwise have been ineligible to be considered. 

The tenure conditions are also a departure from the prevailing practice of appointing PSU chiefs until the age of 

superannuation, which is generally 60 years. 

Under the revised framework, a chairman may continue beyond that age on a contractual basis. 

The government had made a similar relaxation when appointing Singh in 2022. 

Advt A search-cum-selection committee constituted by the oil ministry picked him in August that year, barely two months 

before he turned 60, making him the first executive of that age to be appointed chairman of a blue-chip state-run company. 

Singh, who retired as chairman and managing director of Bharat Petroleum Corporation Ltd in October 2022, took charge 

of ONGC on December 6, 2022, after the government relaxed the eligibility criteria. 

Last year, the Centre granted him a rare one-year extension, allowing him to continue as ONGC chairman until December 

6, 2026, by which time he will be over 64 years old. 

The government had initiated a search for a regular chairman last year. 

PESB invited applications in April 2025, and more than a dozen candidates, including Oil India Ltd Chairman and 

Managing Director Ranjit Rath, applied. However, no interviews were held, and the selection process remained 

inconclusive without any official explanation. 

ONGC had remained without a full-time chief between April 2021 and December 2022, during which the company was 

headed by three interim chairmen before Singh's appointment. 
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Applications will close on July 21, while the deadline for forwarding applications through the prescribed channels is July 

30, the advertisement said. 

According to the job description, the chairman will be responsible for the overall management and strategic direction of 

the company, including driving growth in revenue and profitability, leading ONGC's exploration and production business, 

overseeing expansion into new energy and petrochemicals through acquisitions and joint ventures, and steering 

technology adoption across the organisation. 
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Government raises ONGC chairman entry age to 59, offers up to five-year tenure 

https://government.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/psu/government-raises-ongc-chairman-entry-age-to-59-offers-up-

to-five-year-tenure/132192832 

  
This move aims to widen the candidate pool for India's largest oil producer. The selection process will now involve a 

search-cum-selection committee, a departure from the usual PESB procedure. Applications are open until July 21. 

New Delhi: The government has relaxed the eligibility conditions for appointing the next chairman of state-owned ONGC 

by raising the maximum entry age to 59 years and offering the successful candidate a fixed three-year term extendable 

by up to two years, widening the pool of eligible contenders to head India's largest oil and gas producer. 

The Public Enterprises Selection Board (PESB), the government's headhunter for appointments to state-run firms, has 

invited applications for the post, which will fall vacant on December 7 when incumbent Arun Kumar Singh completes his 

extended tenure. 

Under the Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) advertisement, candidates should not have attained the age of 59 

years on the date of occurrence of the vacancy, December 7, 2026. The selected candidate will initially be appointed for 

three years, with the tenure extendable by another two years after a performance review. 

"Any employment or extension of tenure beyond the age of 60 shall be on a contract basis," the advertisement said. 

The selection will be made by a search-cum-selection committee constituted by the oil ministry instead of the normal 

PESB selection process. 

The revised age limit marks a departure from the norms followed for most board-level appointments in Central Public 

Sector Enterprises (CPSEs). 

While recent appointments have largely been governed by a residual service criterion rather than fixed age limits, the 

advertisement prescribes a maximum entry age of 59 years, allowing both internal and external candidates who would 

otherwise have been ineligible to be considered. 

The tenure conditions are also a departure from the prevailing practice of appointing PSU chiefs until the age of 

superannuation, which is generally 60 years. 

Under the revised framework, a chairman may continue beyond that age on a contractual basis. 

The government had made a similar relaxation when appointing Singh in 2022. 

A search-cum-selection committee constituted by the oil ministry picked him in August that year, barely two months before 

he turned 60, making him the first executive of that age to be appointed chairman of a blue-chip state-run company. 

Singh, who retired as chairman and managing director of Bharat Petroleum Corporation Ltd in October 2022, took charge 

of ONGC on December 6, 2022, after the government relaxed the eligibility criteria. 

Last year, the Centre granted him a rare one-year extension, allowing him to continue as ONGC chairman until December 

6, 2026, by which time he will be over 64 years old. 

The government had initiated a search for a regular chairman last year. 

PESB invited applications in April 2025, and more than a dozen candidates, including Oil India Ltd Chairman and 

Managing Director Ranjit Rath, applied. However, no interviews were held, and the selection process remained 

inconclusive without any official explanation. 

ONGC had remained without a full-time chief between April 2021 and December 2022, during which the company was 

headed by three interim chairmen before Singh's appointment. 

https://government.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/psu/government-raises-ongc-chairman-entry-age-to-59-offers-up-to-five-year-tenure/132192832
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Applications will close on July 21, while the deadline for forwarding applications through the prescribed channels is July 

30, the advertisement said. 

According to the job description, the chairman will be responsible for the overall management and strategic direction of 

the company, including driving growth in revenue and profitability, leading ONGC's exploration and production business, 

overseeing expansion into new energy and petrochemicals through acquisitions and joint ventures, and steering 

technology adoption across the organisation.  
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Govt Raises ONGC Chairman Entry Age To 59, Offers Up To Five-Year Tenure 

https://www.etvbharat.com/en/bharat/govt-raises-ongc-chairman-entry-age-offers-up-to-five-year-tenure-enn26070501380 

  
The revised age limit marks a departure from the norms followed for most board-level appointments in Central Public 

Sector Enterprises (CPSEs). 

The government has relaxed the eligibility conditions for appointing the next chairman of state-owned ONGC by raising 

the maximum entry age to 59 years and offering the successful candidate a fixed three-year term extendable by up to 

two years, widening the pool of eligible contenders to head India's largest oil and gas producer. 

The Public Enterprises Selection Board (PESB), the government's headhunter for appointments to state-run firms, has 

invited applications for the post, which will fall vacant on December 7 when incumbent Arun Kumar Singh completes his 

extended tenure. 

Under the Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) advertisement, candidates should not have attained the age of 59 

years on the date of occurrence of the vacancy -- December 7, 2026. The selected candidate will initially be appointed 

for three years, with the tenure extendable by another two years after a performance review. 

"Any employment or extension of tenure beyond the age of 60 shall be on a contract basis," the advertisement said. The 

selection will be made by a search-cum-selection committee constituted by the oil ministry instead of the normal PESB 

selection process. The revised age limit marks a departure from the norms followed for most board-level appointments 

in Central Public Sector Enterprises (CPSEs). 

While recent appointments have largely been governed by a residual service criterion rather than fixed age limits, the 

advertisement prescribes a maximum entry age of 59 years, allowing both internal and external candidates who would 

otherwise have been ineligible to be considered. 

The tenure conditions are also a departure from the prevailing practice of appointing PSU chiefs until the age of 

superannuation, which is generally 60 years. Under the revised framework, a chairman may continue beyond that age 

on a contractual basis. The government had made a similar relaxation when appointing Singh in 2022. 

A search-cum-selection committee constituted by the oil ministry picked him in August that year, barely two months before 

he turned 60, making him the first executive of that age to be appointed chairman of a blue-chip state-run company. 

Singh, who retired as chairman and managing director of Bharat Petroleum Corporation Ltd in October 2022, took charge 

of ONGC on December 6, 2022, after the government relaxed the eligibility criteria. 

Last year, the Centre granted him a rare one-year extension, allowing him to continue as ONGC chairman until December 

6, 2026, by which time he will be over 64 years old. The government had initiated a search for a regular chairman last 

year. 

PESB invited applications in April 2025, and more than a dozen candidates, including Oil India Ltd Chairman and 

Managing Director Ranjit Rath, applied. However, no interviews were held, and the selection process remained 

inconclusive without any official explanation. ONGC had remained without a full-time chief between April 2021 and 

December 2022, during which the company was headed by three interim chairmen before Singh's appointment. 

Applications will close on July 21, while the deadline for forwarding applications through the prescribed channels is July 

30, the advertisement said. According to the job description, the chairman will be responsible for the overall management 

and strategic direction of the company, including driving growth in revenue and profitability, leading ONGC's exploration 

and production business, overseeing expansion into new energy and petrochemicals through acquisitions and joint 

ventures, and steering technology adoption across the organisation. 

  

https://www.etvbharat.com/en/bharat/govt-raises-ongc-chairman-entry-age-offers-up-to-five-year-tenure-enn26070501380


 

Page 69 of 103. 

Headline सरकार ने ओएनजीसी चेयरमैन के लिए प्रवेश आयु बढाकर 59 वर्ष की 

Publication IBC 24 News Edition Online Coverage 

Published Date 5 Jul 2026 

 

सरकार ने ओएनजीसी चेयरमैन के लिए प्रवेश आयु बढाकर 59 वर्ष की 

https://www.ibc24.in/business/govt-raises-entry-age-for-ongc-chairman-to-59-years-3663119.html 

  

सरकार ने सावषजलनक के्षत्र की तेि एवां प्राकृलतक गैस लनगम (ओएनजीसी) के अगिे चेयरमैन की लनयुक्ति के लिए पात्रता शतों में ढीि िी है। 

इसके तहत अलिकतम प्रवेश आयु बढाकर 59 वर्ष कर िी गई है और चयलनत उम्मीिवार को तीन वर्ष का लनलित कायषकाि लिया जाएगा, लजसे 

प्रिशषन समीक्षा के आिार पर िो वर्ष तक बढाया जा सकेगा। 

इस किम से िेश की सबसे बडी तेि एवां गैस उत्पािक कां पनी के शीर्ष पि के लिए अलिक उम्मीिवारोां के लिए अवसर खुि गया है। 

सावषजलनक के्षत्र की कां पलनयोां में लनयुक्तियोां के लिए प्रमुख चयन एजेंसी िोक उद्यम चयन बोर्ष (पीईएसबी) ने इस पि के लिए आवेिन आमांलत्रत 

लकए हैं। यह पि सात लिसांबर को वतषमान चेयरमैन अरुण कुमार लसांह के लवस्ताररत कायषकाि समाप्त होने के बाि खािी हो जाएगा। 

ओएनजीसी के लवज्ञापन के अनुसार, उम्मीिवार की आयु पि ररि होने की लतलि यानी सात लिसांबर 2026 तक 59 वर्ष से अलिक नही ां होनी 

चालहए। चयलनत उम्मीिवार को प्रारांभ में तीन वर्ष के लिए लनयुि लकया जाएगा, लजसे प्रिशषन के आिार पर िो वर्ष तक बढाया जा सकता है। 

लवज्ञापन में कहा गया है, '60 वर्ष की आयु के बाि लकसी भी तरह का रोजगार या कायषकाि का लवस्तार अनुबांि के आिार पर होगा।' 

यह चयन सामान्य पीईएसबी चयन प्रलिया के बजाय पेट्र ोलियम मांत्रािय द्वारा गलित एक ‘खोज-सह-चयन सलमलत' द्वारा लकया जाएगा। 

सांशोलित आयु सीमा कें द्रीय सावषजलनक के्षत्र के उद्यमोां (सीपीएसई) में अलिकाांश बोर्ष-स्तरीय लनयुक्तियोां के लिए अपनाए जाने वािे मानिांर्ोां से 

अिग है। 

हाि के वर्ों में अलिकतर लनयुक्तियाां शेर् सेवा अवलि के आिार पर होती रही हैं, जबलक इस लवज्ञापन में स्पष्ट रूप से 59 वर्ष की अलिकतम प्रवेश 

आयु तय की गई है। 

कायषकाि सांबांिी शतें भी मौजूिा परांपरा से अिग हैं, लजसके तहत आमतौर पर पीएसयू प्रमुखोां की लनयुक्ति सेवालनवृलि आयु (जो सामान्यतः  60 

वर्ष होती है) तक की जाती है। नई व्यवस्था के तहत, चेयरमैन 60 वर्ष की आयु के बाि भी अनुबांि आिार पर कायषरत रह सकते हैं। 

सरकार ने 2022 में लसांह की लनयुक्ति के समय भी इसी तरह की छूट् िी िी। 

भारत पेट्र ोलियम कॉरपोरेशन लिलमटे्र् (बीपीसीएि) के चेयरमैन और प्रबांि लनिेशक पि से अकू्टबर 2022 में सेवालनवृि हुए लसांह ने सरकार 

द्वारा पात्रता मानिांर् में ढीि लिए जाने के बाि छह लिसांबर 2022 को ओएनजीसी का कायषभार सांभािा िा। 

लपछिे साि कें द्र सरकार ने उन्हें एक साि का सेवा लवस्तार लिया िा, लजससे वह छह लिसांबर 2026 तक ओएनजीसी के चेयरमैन पि पर बने 

रहने के पात्र हुए। तब तक उनकी आयु 64 वर्ष से अलिक हो जाएगी। 

सरकार ने लपछिे साि ही एक लनयलमत चेयरमैन की तिाश शुरू कर िी िी। 

लवज्ञापन के अनुसार, आवेिन की अांलतम लतलि 21 जुिाई है जबलक लनिाषररत माध्यमोां से आवेिन भेजने की आक्तखरी तारीख 30 जुिाई है। 

  

https://www.ibc24.in/business/govt-raises-entry-age-for-ongc-chairman-to-59-years-3663119.html


 

Page 70 of 103. 

Headline ONGC, bp sign technical services contract to boost production from Western Offshore Basin 

Publication India's News Edition Online Coverage 

Published Date 5 Jul 2026 

 

ONGC, bp sign technical services contract to boost production from Western Offshore Basin 

https://www.indiasnews.net/news/279146800/ongc-bp-sign-technical-services-contract-to-boost-production-from-western-

offshore-basin 

  
State-owned Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) and global energy company bp on Thursday signed a Technical 

Services Contract (TSC) aimed at enhancing hydrocarbon production from ONGC's fields in the Western Offshore Basin. 

Under the agreement, bp has been appointed as the Technical Services Provider (TSP) for ONGC's fields in the Western 

Offshore Basin. The development marks an expansion of the existing collaboration between the two companies, which 

began with the Technical Services Provider contract for Mumbai High. 

ONGC said the Western Offshore Basin is its most prolific hydrocarbon-producing basin, comprising 43 blocks. The basin 

has been a major contributor to India's energy requirements for more than four decades. 

As India's National Oil Company, ONGC accounts for around 64 per cent of the country's domestic crude oil and natural 

gas production and plays a key role in strengthening India's energy security. 

According to the company, the new agreement will facilitate the deployment of advanced technologies, global technical 

expertise and operating practices across some of India's most important mature hydrocarbon assets. 

The agreement was signed in the presence of Union Petroleum and Natural Gas Minister Hardeep Singh Puri and 

Petroleum Secretary Neeraj Mittal. 

Under the arrangement, ONGC will retain complete ownership and operational control of the assets. bp will work closely 

with ONGC's multidisciplinary teams to identify and implement focused interventions across reservoirs, wells and 

production facilities. 

The collaboration is aimed at moderating natural production decline, improving hydrocarbon recovery, enhancing 

operational efficiency and supporting sustained production growth. 

As per the terms of the contract, bp will receive a fixed fee during the first two years. Thereafter, the company will receive 

a service fee linked to a percentage share of revenue generated from net incremental hydrocarbon production. 

The agreement builds on the Technical Services Contract signed between ONGC and bp for Mumbai High in February 

2025.According to ONGC, the first year of collaboration at Mumbai High delivered encouraging results. The two 

companies were able to moderate production decline and achieve production growth through optimisation of existing 

wells, enhanced surveillance and focused reservoir, well and facility management initiatives. 

Commenting on the development, ONGC Chairman and CEO Arun Kumar Singh said, 'Building on the encouraging 

outcomes at Mumbai High, this expanded collaboration will support improved recovery, greater efficiency and sustained 

production growth.' 

bp India Chairman and bp Senior Vice President Kartikeya Dube said, 'We look forward to bringing bp's global expertise 

to support enhanced production from the Western Offshore Basin and strengthen India's energy security.' 

The agreement is expected to support efforts to improve output from mature oil and gas fields while contributing to the 

country's long-term energy security objectives.  
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Government raises ONGC chairman entry age to 59, offers up to five-year tenure 

https://www.msn.com/en-in/money/topstories/government-raises-ongc-chairman-entry-age-to-59-offers-up-to-five-year-

tenure/ar-AA27ekRI 

  
The government has relaxed the eligibility conditions for appointing the next chairman of state-owned ONGC by raising 

the maximum entry age to 59 years and offering the successful candidate a fixed three-year term extendable by up to 

two years, widening the pool of eligible contenders to head India's largest oil and gas producer. The Public Enterprises 

Selection Board (PESB), the government's headhunter for appointments to state-run firms, has invited applications for 

the post, which will fall vacant on December 7 when incumbent Arun Kumar Singh completes his extended tenure. Under 

the Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) advertisement, candidates should not have attained the age of 59 years on 

the date of occurrence of the vacancy, December 7, 2026. The selected candidate will initially be appointed for three 

years, with the tenure extendable by another two years after a performance review. "Any employment or extension of 

tenure beyond the age of 60 shall be on a contract basis," the advertisement said. The selection will be made by a search-

cum-selection committee constituted by the oil ministry instead of the normal PESB selection process. The revised age 

limit marks a departure from the norms followed for most board-level appointments in Central Public Sector Enterprises 

(CPSEs). While recent appointments have largely been governed by a residual service criterion rather than fixed age 

limits, the advertisement prescribes a maximum entry age of 59 years, allowing both internal and external candidates 

who would otherwise have been ineligible to be considered. The tenure conditions are also a departure from the prevailing 

practice of appointing PSU chiefs until the age of superannuation, which is generally 60 years. Under the revised 

framework, a chairman may continue beyond that age on a contractual basis. The government had made a similar 

relaxation when appointing Singh in 2022. A search-cum-selection committee constituted by the oil ministry picked him 

in August that year, barely two months before he turned 60, making him the first executive of that age to be appointed 

chairman of a blue-chip state-run company. Singh, who retired as chairman and managing director of Bharat Petroleum 

Corporation Ltd in October 2022, took charge of ONGC on December 6, 2022, after the government relaxed the eligibility 

criteria. Last year, the Centre granted him a rare one-year extension, allowing him to continue as ONGC chairman until 

December 6, 2026, by which time he will be over 64 years old. The government had initiated a search for a regular 

chairman last year. PESB invited applications in April 2025, and more than a dozen candidates, including Oil India Ltd 

Chairman and Managing Director Ranjit Rath, applied. However, no interviews were held, and the selection process 

remained inconclusive without any official explanation. ONGC had remained without a full-time chief between April 2021 

and December 2022, during which the company was headed by three interim chairmen before Singh's appointment. 

Applications will close on July 21, while the deadline for forwarding applications through the prescribed channels is July 

30, the advertisement said. According to the job description, the chairman will be responsible for the overall management 

and strategic direction of the company, including driving growth in revenue and profitability, leading ONGC's exploration 

and production business, overseeing expansion into new energy and petrochemicals through acquisitions and joint 

ventures, and steering technology adoption across the organisation.  
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Govt raises ONGC chairman entry age to 59, offers up to five-year tenure 

https://www.msn.com/en-in/money/topstories/govt-raises-ongc-chairman-entry-age-to-59-offers-up-to-five-year-tenure/ar-

AA27eiZ7 

  
The government has relaxed the eligibility conditions for appointing the next chairman of state-owned ONGC by raising 

the maximum entry age to 59 years and offering the successful candidate a fixed three-year term extendable by up to 

two years, widening the pool of eligible contenders to head India's largest oil and gas producer. The Public Enterprises 

Selection Board (PESB), the government's headhunter for appointments to state-run firms, has invited applications for 

the post, which will fall vacant on December 7 when incumbent Arun Kumar Singh completes his extended tenure. Under 

the Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) advertisement, candidates should not have attained the age of 59 years on 

the date of occurrence of the vacancy  December 7, 2026. The selected candidate will initially be appointed for three 

years, with the tenure extendable by another two years after a performance review. Any employment or extension of 

tenure beyond the age of 60 shall be on a contract basis, the advertisement said. The selection will be made by a search-

cum-selection committee constituted by the oil ministry instead of the normal PESB selection process. The revised age 

limit marks a departure from the norms followed for most board-level appointments in Central Public Sector Enterprises 

(CPSEs). While recent appointments have largely been governed by a residual service criterion rather than fixed age 

limits, the advertisement prescribes a maximum entry age of 59 years, allowing both internal and external candidates 

who would otherwise have been ineligible to be considered. The tenure conditions are also a departure from the prevailing 

practice of appointing PSU chiefs until the age of superannuation, which is generally 60 years. Under the revised 

framework, a chairman may continue beyond that age on a contractual basis. The government had made a similar 

relaxation when appointing Singh in 2022. A search-cum-selection committee constituted by the oil ministry picked him 

in August that year, barely two months before he turned 60, making him the first executive of that age to be appointed 

chairman of a blue-chip state-run company. Singh, who retired as chairman and managing director of Bharat Petroleum 

Corporation Ltd in October 2022, took charge of ONGC on December 6, 2022, after the government relaxed the eligibility 

criteria. Last year, the Centre granted him a rare one-year extension, allowing him to continue as ONGC chairman until 

December 6, 2026, by which time he will be over 64 years old. The government had initiated a search for a regular 

chairman last year. PESB invited applications in April 2025, and more than a dozen candidates, including Oil India Ltd 

Chairman and Managing Director Ranjit Rath, applied. However, no interviews were held, and the selection process 

remained inconclusive without any official explanation. ONGC had remained without a full-time chief between April 2021 

and December 2022, during which the company was headed by three interim chairmen before Singh's appointment. 

Applications will close on July 21, while the deadline for forwarding applications through the prescribed channels is July 

30, the advertisement said. According to the job description, the chairman will be responsible for the overall management 

and strategic direction of the company, including driving growth in revenue and profitability, leading ONGC's exploration 

and production business, overseeing expansion into new energy and petrochemicals through acquisitions and joint 

ventures, and steering technology adoption across the organisation.  

  

https://www.msn.com/en-in/money/topstories/govt-raises-ongc-chairman-entry-age-to-59-offers-up-to-five-year-tenure/ar-AA27eiZ7
https://www.msn.com/en-in/money/topstories/govt-raises-ongc-chairman-entry-age-to-59-offers-up-to-five-year-tenure/ar-AA27eiZ7


 

Page 73 of 103. 

Headline Govt raises ONGC chairman entry age to 59, offers five-year tenure 

Publication Millennium Post Edition Online Coverage 

Published Date 6 Jul 2026 

 

Govt raises ONGC chairman entry age to 59, offers five-year tenure 

https://www.millenniumpost.in/business/govt-raises-ongc-chairman-entry-age-to-59-offers-five-year-tenure-666967 

  
The government has relaxed the eligibility conditions for appointing the next chairman of state-owned ONGC by raising 

the maximum entry age to 59 years and offering the successful candidate a fixed three-year term extendable by up to 

two years, widening the pool of eligible contenders to head India's largest oil and gas producer. 

The Public Enterprises Selection Board (PESB), the government's head hunter for appointments to state-run firms, has 

invited applications for the post, which will fall vacant on December 7 when incumbent Arun Kumar Singh completes his 

extended tenure. 

Under the Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) advertisement, candidates should not have attained the age of 59 

years on the date of occurrence of the vacancy -- December 7, 2026. The selected candidate will initially be appointed 

for three years, with the tenure extendable by another two years after a performance review. 

Any employment or extension of tenure beyond the age of 60 shall be on a contract basis, the advertisement said. 

The selection will be made by a search-cum-selection committee constituted by the oil ministry instead of the normal 

PESB selection process. 

The revised age limit marks a departure from the norms followed for most board-level appointments in Central Public 

Sector Enterprises (CPSEs). 

While recent appointments have largely been governed by a residual service criterion rather than fixed age limits, the 

advertisement prescribes a maximum entry age of 59 years, allowing both internal and external candidates who would 

otherwise have been ineligible to be considered. 

The tenure conditions are also a departure from the prevailing practice of appointing PSU chiefs until the age of 

superannuation, which is generally 60 years. Under the revised framework, a chairman may continue beyond that age 

on a contractual basis. 

The government had made a similar relaxation when appointing Singh in 2022. 

A search-cum-selection committee constituted by the oil ministry picked him in August that year, barely two months before 

he turned 60, making him the first executive of that age to be appointed chairman of a blue-chip state-run company. 

Singh, who retired as chairman and managing director of Bharat Petroleum Corporation Ltd in October 2022, took charge 

of ONGC on December 6, 2022, after the government relaxed the eligibility criteria. 

Last year, the Centre granted him a rare one-year extension, allowing him to continue as ONGC chairman until December 

6, 2026, by which time he will be over 64 years old. 

The government had initiated a search for a regular chairman last year. 

PESB invited applications in April 2025, and more than a dozen candidates, including Oil India Ltd Chairman and 

Managing Director Ranjit Rath, applied. However, no interviews were held, and the selection process remained 

inconclusive without any official explanation. 

ONGC had remained without a full-time chief between April 2021 and December 2022, during which the company was 

headed by three interim chairmen before Singh's appointment. 

Applications will close on July 21, while the deadline for forwarding applications through the prescribed channels is July 

30, the advertisement said. 

According to the job description, the chairman will be responsible for the overall management and strategic direction of 

the company, including driving growth in revenue and profitability, leading ONGC's exploration and production business, 

https://www.millenniumpost.in/business/govt-raises-ongc-chairman-entry-age-to-59-offers-five-year-tenure-666967
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overseeing expansion into new energy and petrochemicals through acquisitions and joint ventures, and steering 

technology adoption across the organisation. 
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https://www.livemint.com/industry/govt-raises-ongc-chairman-entry-age-to-59-offers-up-to-five-year-tenure-
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The Public Enterprises Selection Board (PESB), the government's head hunter for appointments to state-run firms, has 

invited applications for the post, which will fall vacant on Dec 7 when incumbent Arun Kumar Singh completes his 

extended tenure 

New Delhi: The government has relaxed the eligibility conditions for appointing the next chairman of state-owned ONGC 

by raising the maximum entry age to 59 years and offering the successful candidate a fixed three-year term extendable 

by up to two years, widening the pool of eligible contenders to head India's largest oil and gas producer. 

The Public Enterprises Selection Board (PESB), the government's head hunter for appointments to state-run firms, has 

invited applications for the post, which will fall vacant on December 7 when incumbent Arun Kumar Singh completes his 

extended tenure. 

Under the Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) advertisement, candidates should not have attained the age of 59 

years on the date of occurrence of the vacancy -- December 7, 2026. The selected candidate will initially be appointed 

for three years, with the tenure extendable by another two years after a performance review. 

"Any employment or extension of tenure beyond the age of 60 shall be on a contract basis," the advertisement said. 

The selection will be made by a search-cum-selection committee constituted by the oil ministry instead of the normal 

PESB selection process. 

The revised age limit marks a departure from the norms followed for most board-level appointments in Central Public 

Sector Enterprises (CPSEs). 

While recent appointments have largely been governed by a residual service criterion rather than fixed age limits, the 

advertisement prescribes a maximum entry age of 59 years, allowing both internal and external candidates who would 

otherwise have been ineligible to be considered. 

The tenure conditions are also a departure from the prevailing practice of appointing PSU chiefs until the age of 

superannuation, which is generally 60 years. 

Under the revised framework, a chairman may continue beyond that age on a contractual basis. 

The government had made a similar relaxation when appointing Singh in 2022. 

A search-cum-selection committee constituted by the oil ministry picked him in August that year, barely two months before 

he turned 60, making him the first executive of that age to be appointed chairman of a blue-chip state-run company. 

Singh, who retired as chairman and managing director of Bharat Petroleum Corporation Ltd in October 2022, took charge 

of ONGC on December 6, 2022, after the government relaxed the eligibility criteria. 

Last year, the Centre granted him a rare one-year extension, allowing him to continue as ONGC chairman until December 

6, 2026, by which time he will be over 64 years old. 

The government had initiated a search for a regular chairman last year. 

PESB invited applications in April 2025, and more than a dozen candidates, including Oil India Ltd Chairman and 

Managing Director Ranjit Rath, applied. However, no interviews were held, and the selection process remained 

inconclusive without any official explanation. 

ONGC had remained without a full-time chief between April 2021 and December 2022, during which the company was 

headed by three interim chairmen before Singh's appointment. 

https://www.livemint.com/industry/govt-raises-ongc-chairman-entry-age-to-59-offers-up-to-five-year-tenure-11783250823840.html
https://www.livemint.com/industry/govt-raises-ongc-chairman-entry-age-to-59-offers-up-to-five-year-tenure-11783250823840.html
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Applications will close on July 21, while the deadline for forwarding applications through the prescribed channels is July 

30, the advertisement said. 

According to the job description, the chairman will be responsible for the overall management and strategic direction of 

the company, including driving growth in revenue and profitability, leading ONGC's exploration and production business, 

overseeing expansion into new energy and petrochemicals through acquisitions and joint ventures, and steering 

technology adoption across the organisation. 
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सरकार ने ONGC चेयरमैन पद के लिए बढाई प्रवेश आयु, लमिेगा लनलित कायषकाि 

https://www.navodayatimes.in/news/business/modi-government-raises-entry-age-for-ongc-chairman-grants-fixed-

tenure/296983/ 

  

कें द्र की मोिी सरकार ने सावषजलनक के्षत्र की तेि एवां प्राकृलतक गैस लनगम (ओएनजीसी) के अगिे चेयरमैन की लनयुक्ति के लिए पात्रता शतों में 

ढीि िी है। इसके तहत अलिकतम प्रवेश आयु बढाकर 59 वर्ष कर िी गई है और चयलनत उम्मीिवार को तीन वर्ष का लनलित कायषकाि लिया 

जाएगा, लजसे प्रिशषन समीक्षा के आिार पर िो वर्ष तक बढाया जा सकेगा। इस किम से िेश की सबसे बडी तेि एवां गैस उत्पािक कां पनी के 

शीर्ष पि के लिए अलिक उम्मीिवारोां के लिए अवसर खुि गया है। सावषजलनक के्षत्र की कां पलनयोां में लनयुक्तियोां के लिए प्रमुख चयन एजेंसी िोक 

उद्यम चयन बोर्ष (पीईएसबी) ने इस पि के लिए आवेिन आमांलत्रत लकए हैं। यह पि सात लिसांबर को वतषमान चेयरमैन अरुण कुमार लसांह के 

लवस्ताररत कायषकाि समाप्त होने के बाि खािी हो जाएगा। 

ओएनजीसी के लवज्ञापन के अनुसार, उम्मीिवार की आयु पि ररि होने की लतलि यानी सात लिसांबर 2026 तक 59 वर्ष से अलिक नही ां होनी 

चालहए। चयलनत उम्मीिवार को प्रारांभ में तीन वर्ष के लिए लनयुि लकया जाएगा, लजसे प्रिशषन के आिार पर िो वर्ष तक बढाया जा सकता है। 

लवज्ञापन में कहा गया है, "60 वर्ष की आयु के बाि लकसी भी तरह का रोजगार या कायषकाि का लवस्तार अनुबांि के आिार पर होगा।" यह चयन 

सामान्य पीईएसबी चयन प्रलिया के बजाय पेट्र ोलियम मांत्रािय द्वारा गलित एक 'खोज-सह-चयन सलमलत' द्वारा लकया जाएगा। सांशोलित आयु सीमा 

कें द्रीय सावषजलनक के्षत्र के उद्यमोां (सीपीएसई) में अलिकाांश बोर्ष-स्तरीय लनयुक्तियोां के लिए अपनाए जाने वािे मानिांर्ोां से अिग है। 

हाि के वर्ों में अलिकतर लनयुक्तियाां शेर् सेवा अवलि के आिार पर होती रही हैं, जबलक इस लवज्ञापन में स्पष्ट रूप से 59 वर्ष की अलिकतम प्रवेश 

आयु तय की गई है। कायषकाि सांबांिी शतें भी मौजूिा परांपरा से अिग हैं, लजसके तहत आमतौर पर पीएसयू प्रमुखोां की लनयुक्ति सेवालनवृलि आयु 

(जो सामान्यतः  60 वर्ष होती है) तक की जाती है। नई व्यवस्था के तहत, चेयरमैन 60 वर्ष की आयु के बाि भी अनुबांि आिार पर कायषरत रह 

सकते हैं। सरकार ने 2022 में लसांह की लनयुक्ति के समय भी इसी तरह की छूट् िी िी। 

भारत पेट्र ोलियम कॉरपोरेशन लिलमटे्र् (बीपीसीएि) के चेयरमैन और प्रबांि लनिेशक पि से अकू्टबर 2022 में सेवालनवृि हुए लसांह ने सरकार 

द्वारा पात्रता मानिांर् में ढीि लिए जाने के बाि छह लिसांबर 2022 को ओएनजीसी का कायषभार सांभािा िा। लपछिे साि कें द्र सरकार ने उन्हें एक 

साि का सेवा लवस्तार लिया िा, लजससे वह छह लिसांबर 2026 तक ओएनजीसी के चेयरमैन पि पर बने रहने के पात्र हुए। तब तक उनकी आयु 

64 वर्ष से अलिक हो जाएगी। सरकार ने लपछिे साि ही एक लनयलमत चेयरमैन की तिाश शुरू कर िी िी। लवज्ञापन के अनुसार, आवेिन की 

अांलतम लतलि 21 जुिाई है जबलक लनिाषररत माध्यमोां से आवेिन भेजने की आक्तखरी तारीख 30 जुिाई है। 
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Govt raises ONGC chairman entry age to 59, offers up to five-year tenure 

https://www.news18.com/agency-feeds/govt-raises-ongc-chairman-entry-age-to-59-offers-up-to-five-year-tenure-

10191220.html 

  
The government has relaxed the eligibility conditions for appointing the next chairman of state-owned ONGC by raising 

the maximum entry age to 59 years and offering the successful candidate a fixed three-year term extendable by up to 

two years, widening the pool of eligible contenders to head India's largest oil and gas producer. 

The Public Enterprises Selection Board (PESB), the government's headhunter for appointments to state-run firms, has 

invited applications for the post, which will fall vacant on December 7 when incumbent Arun Kumar Singh completes his 

extended tenure. 

Under the Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) advertisement, candidates should not have attained the age of 59 

years on the date of occurrence of the vacancy  December 7, 2026. The selected candidate will initially be appointed for 

three years, with the tenure extendable by another two years after a performance review. 

Any employment or extension of tenure beyond the age of 60 shall be on a contract basis," the advertisement said. 

The selection will be made by a search-cum-selection committee constituted by the oil ministry instead of the normal 

PESB selection process. 

The revised age limit marks a departure from the norms followed for most board-level appointments in Central Public 

Sector Enterprises (CPSEs). 

While recent appointments have largely been governed by a residual service criterion rather than fixed age limits, the 

advertisement prescribes a maximum entry age of 59 years, allowing both internal and external candidates who would 

otherwise have been ineligible to be considered. 

The tenure conditions are also a departure from the prevailing practice of appointing PSU chiefs until the age of 

superannuation, which is generally 60 years. Under the revised framework, a chairman may continue beyond that age 

on a contractual basis. 

The government had made a similar relaxation when appointing Singh in 2022. 

A search-cum-selection committee constituted by the oil ministry picked him in August that year, barely two months before 

he turned 60, making him the first executive of that age to be appointed chairman of a blue-chip state-run company. 

Singh, who retired as chairman and managing director of Bharat Petroleum Corporation Ltd in October 2022, took charge 

of ONGC on December 6, 2022, after the government relaxed the eligibility criteria. 

Last year, the Centre granted him a rare one-year extension, allowing him to continue as ONGC chairman until December 

6, 2026, by which time he will be over 64 years old. 

The government had initiated a search for a regular chairman last year. 

PESB invited applications in April 2025, and more than a dozen candidates, including Oil India Ltd Chairman and 

Managing Director Ranjit Rath, applied. However, no interviews were held, and the selection process remained 

inconclusive without any official explanation. 

ONGC had remained without a full-time chief between April 2021 and December 2022, during which the company was 

headed by three interim chairmen before Singh's appointment. 

Applications will close on July 21, while the deadline for forwarding applications through the prescribed channels is July 

30, the advertisement said. 

According to the job description, the chairman will be responsible for the overall management and strategic direction of 

the company, including driving growth in revenue and profitability, leading ONGC's exploration and production business, 

https://www.news18.com/agency-feeds/govt-raises-ongc-chairman-entry-age-to-59-offers-up-to-five-year-tenure-10191220.html
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overseeing expansion into new energy and petrochemicals through acquisitions and joint ventures, and steering 

technology adoption across the organisation.  
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The government has relaxed the eligibility conditions for appointing the next chairman of state-owned ONGC by raising 

the maximum entry age to 59 years and offering the successful candidate a fixed three-year term extendable by up to 

two years, widening the pool of eligible contenders to head India's largest oil and gas producer. 

The Public Enterprises Selection Board (PESB), the government's headhunter for appointments to state-run firms, has 

invited applications for the post, which will fall vacant on December 7 when incumbent Arun Kumar Singh completes his 

extended tenure. 

Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) advertisement, candidates should not have attained the age of 59 years on the 

date of occurrence of the vacancy, December 7, 2026. The selected candidate will initially be appointed for three years, 

with the tenure extendable by another two years after a performance review. 

"Any employment or extension of tenure beyond the age of 60 shall be on a contract basis," the advertisement said. 

The selection will be made by a search-cum-selection committee constituted by the oil ministry instead of the normal 

PESB selection process. 

The revised age limit marks a departure from the norms followed for most board-level appointments in Central Public 

Sector Enterprises (CPSEs). 

While recent appointments have largely been governed by a residual service criterion rather than fixed age limits, the 

advertisement prescribes a maximum entry age of 59 years, allowing both internal and external candidates who would 

otherwise have been ineligible to be considered. 

The tenure conditions are also a departure from the prevailing practice of appointing PSU chiefs until the age of 

superannuation, which is generally 60 years. 

Under the revised framework, a chairman may continue beyond that age on a contractual basis. 

The government had made a similar relaxation when appointing Singh in 2022. 

A search-cum-selection committee constituted by the oil ministry picked him in August that year, barely two months before 

he turned 60, making him the first executive of that age to be appointed chairman of a blue-chip state-run company. 

Singh, who retired as chairman and managing director of Bharat Petroleum Corporation Ltd in October 2022, took charge 

of ONGC on December 6, 2022, after the government relaxed the eligibility criteria. 

Last year, the Centre granted him a rare one-year extension, allowing him to continue as ONGC chairman until December 

6, 2026, by which time he will be over 64 years old. 
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Govt raises ONGC chairman entry age to 59, offers up to five-year tenure 

https://www.ptinews.com/story/business/govt-raises-ongc-chairman-entry-age-to-59-offers-up-to-five-year-tenure/3830717 

  
NEW DELHI: (Jul 5) The government has relaxed the eligibility conditions for appointing the next chairman of state-owned 

ONGC by raising the maximum 

entry age to 59 years and offering the successful candidate a fixed three-year term extendable by up to two years, 

widening the pool of eligible contenders to head India's largest oil and gas producer. 

The Public Enterprises Selection Board (PESB), the government's headhunter for appointments to state-run firms, has 

invited applications for the post, which will fall vacant on December 7 when incumbent Arun Kumar Singh completes his 

extended tenure. 

Under the Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) advertisement, candidates should not have attained the age of 59 

years on the date of occurrence of the vacancy -- December 7, 2026. The selected candidate will initially be appointed 

for three years, with the tenure extendable by another two years after a performance review. 
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Government raises ONGC chairman entry age to 59, offers up to five-year tenure 

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/energy/oil-gas/government-raises-ongc-chairman-entry-age-to-59-offers-

up-to-five-year-tenure/articleshow/132191545.cms 

  
The government has broadened the eligibility for ONGC's next chairman, raising the maximum entry age to 59 and 

offering a three-year term extendable by two years. This move aims to widen the candidate pool for India's largest oil 

producer. The selection process will now involve a search-cum-selection committee, a departure from the usual PESB 

procedure. Applications are open until July 21. 

New Delhi: The government has relaxed the eligibility conditions for appointing the next chairman of state-owned ONGC 

by raising the maximum entry age to 59 years and offering the successful candidate a fixed three-year term extendable 

by up to two years, widening the pool of eligible contenders to head India's largest oil and gas producer. 

The Public Enterprises Selection Board (PESB), the government's headhunter for appointments to state-run firms, has 

invited applications for the post, which will fall vacant on December 7 when incumbent Arun Kumar Singh completes his 

extended tenure. 

Under the Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) advertisement, candidates should not have attained the age of 59 

years on the date of occurrence of the vacancy, December 7, 2026. The selected candidate will initially be appointed for 

three years, with the tenure extendable by another two years after a performance review. 

"Any employment or extension of tenure beyond the age of 60 shall be on a contract basis," the advertisement said. 

The selection will be made by a search-cum-selection committee constituted by the oil ministry instead of the normal 

PESB selection process. 

The revised age limit marks a departure from the norms followed for most board-level appointments in Central Public 

Sector Enterprises (CPSEs). 

While recent appointments have largely been governed by a residual service criterion rather than fixed age limits, the 

advertisement prescribes a maximum entry age of 59 years, allowing both internal and external candidates who would 

otherwise have been ineligible to be considered. 

The tenure conditions are also a departure from the prevailing practice of appointing PSU chiefs until the age of 

superannuation, which is generally 60 years. 

Under the revised framework, a chairman may continue beyond that age on a contractual basis. 

The government had made a similar relaxation when appointing Singh in 2022. 

A search-cum-selection committee constituted by the oil ministry picked him in August that year, barely two months before 

he turned 60, making him the first executive of that age to be appointed chairman of a blue-chip state-run company. 

Singh, who retired as chairman and managing director of Bharat Petroleum Corporation Ltd in October 2022, took charge 

of ONGC on December 6, 2022, after the government relaxed the eligibility criteria. 

Last year, the Centre granted him a rare one-year extension, allowing him to continue as ONGC chairman until December 

6, 2026, by which time he will be over 64 years old. 

The government had initiated a search for a regular chairman last year. 

PESB invited applications in April 2025, and more than a dozen candidates, including Oil India Ltd Chairman and 

Managing Director Ranjit Rath, applied. However, no interviews were held, and the selection process remained 

inconclusive without any official explanation. 

ONGC had remained without a full-time chief between April 2021 and December 2022, during which the company was 

headed by three interim chairmen before Singh's appointment. 

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/energy/oil-gas/government-raises-ongc-chairman-entry-age-to-59-offers-up-to-five-year-tenure/articleshow/132191545.cms
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Applications will close on July 21, while the deadline for forwarding applications through the prescribed channels is July 

30, the advertisement said. 

According to the job description, the chairman will be responsible for the overall management and strategic direction of 

the company, including driving growth in revenue and profitability, leading ONGC's exploration and production business, 

overseeing expansion into new energy and petrochemicals through acquisitions and joint ventures, and steering 

technology adoption across the organisation. 
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Govt raises ONGC chairman entry age to 59, offers up to five-year tenure 

https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/companies/govt-raises-ongc-chairman-entry-age-to-59-offers-up-to-five-year-

tenure/article71185207.ece 

  
The selection will be made by a search-cum-selection committee constituted by the oil ministry instead of the normal 

PESB selection process 

The government has relaxed the eligibility conditions for appointing the next chairman of state-owned ONGC by raising 

the maximum entry age to 59 years and offering the successful candidate a fixed three-year term extendable by up to 

two years, widening the pool of eligible contenders to head India's largest oil and gas producer. 

The Public Enterprises Selection Board (PESB), the government's headhunter for appointments to state-run firms, has 

invited applications for the post, which will fall vacant on December 7 when incumbent Arun Kumar Singh completes his 

extended tenure. 

Under the Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) advertisement, candidates should not have attained the age of 59 

years on the date of occurrence of the vacancy -- December 7, 2026. The selected candidate will initially be appointed 

for three years, with the tenure extendable by another two years after a performance review. 

"Any employment or extension of tenure beyond the age of 60 shall be on a contract basis," the advertisement said. 

The selection will be made by a search-cum-selection committee constituted by the oil ministry instead of the normal 

PESB selection process. 

The revised age limit marks a departure from the norms followed for most board-level appointments in Central Public 

Sector Enterprises (CPSEs). 

While recent appointments have largely been governed by a residual service criterion rather than fixed age limits, the 

advertisement prescribes a maximum entry age of 59 years, allowing both internal and external candidates who would 

otherwise have been ineligible to be considered. 

The tenure conditions are also a departure from the prevailing practice of appointing PSU chiefs until the age of 

superannuation, which is generally 60 years. Under the revised framework, a chairman may continue beyond that age 

on a contractual basis. 

The government had made a similar relaxation when appointing Singh in 2022. 

A search-cum-selection committee constituted by the oil ministry picked him in August that year, barely two months before 

he turned 60, making him the first executive of that age to be appointed chairman of a blue-chip state-run company. 

Singh, who retired as chairman and managing director of Bharat Petroleum Corporation Ltd in October 2022, took charge 

of ONGC on December 6, 2022, after the government relaxed the eligibility criteria. 

Last year, the Centre granted him a rare one-year extension, allowing him to continue as ONGC chairman until December 

6, 2026, by which time he will be over 64 years old. 

The government had initiated a search for a regular chairman last year. 

PESB invited applications in April 2025, and more than a dozen candidates, including Oil India Ltd Chairman and 

Managing Director Ranjit Rath, applied. However, no interviews were held, and the selection process remained 

inconclusive without any official explanation. 

ONGC had remained without a full-time chief between April 2021 and December 2022, during which the company was 

headed by three interim chairmen before Singh's appointment. 

Applications will close on July 21, while the deadline for forwarding applications through the prescribed channels is July 

30, the advertisement said. 

https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/companies/govt-raises-ongc-chairman-entry-age-to-59-offers-up-to-five-year-tenure/article71185207.ece
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According to the job description, the chairman will be responsible for the overall management and strategic direction of 

the company, including driving growth in revenue and profitability, leading ONGC's exploration and production business, 

overseeing expansion into new energy and petrochemicals through acquisitions and joint ventures, and steering 

technology adoption across the organisation. 
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Govt raises ONGC chairman entry age to 59, offers up to five-year tenure 

https://www.telegraphindia.com/business/govt-raises-ongc-chairman-entry-age-to-59-offers-up-to-five-year-

tenure/cid/2168690 

  
The tenure conditions are also a departure from the prevailing practice of appointing PSU chiefs until the age of 

superannuation, which is generally 60 years. 

Under the revised framework, a chairman may continue beyond that age on a contractual basis 

The government has relaxed the eligibility conditions for appointing the next chairman of state-owned ONGC by raising 

the maximum entry age to 59 years and offering the successful candidate a fixed three-year term extendable by up to 

two years, widening the pool of eligible contenders to head India's largest oil and gas producer. 

The Public Enterprises Selection Board (PESB), the government's headhunter for appointments to state-run firms, has 

invited applications for the post, which will fall vacant on December 7 when incumbent Arun Kumar Singh completes his 

extended tenure. 

Under the Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) advertisement, candidates should not have attained the age of 59 

years on the date of occurrence of the vacancy -- December 7, 2026. The selected candidate will initially be appointed 

for three years, with the tenure extendable by another two years after a performance review. 

"Any employment or extension of tenure beyond the age of 60 shall be on a contract basis," the advertisement said. 

The selection will be made by a search-cum-selection committee constituted by the oil ministry instead of the normal 

PESB selection process. 

The revised age limit marks a departure from the norms followed for most board-level appointments in Central Public 

Sector Enterprises (CPSEs). 

While recent appointments have largely been governed by a residual service criterion rather than fixed age limits, the 

advertisement prescribes a maximum entry age of 59 years, allowing both internal and external candidates who would 

otherwise have been ineligible to be considered. 

The tenure conditions are also a departure from the prevailing practice of appointing PSU chiefs until the age of 

superannuation, which is generally 60 years. Under the revised framework, a chairman may continue beyond that age 

on a contractual basis. 

The government had made a similar relaxation when appointing Singh in 2022. 

A search-cum-selection committee constituted by the oil ministry picked him in August that year, barely two months before 

he turned 60, making him the first executive of that age to be appointed chairman of a blue-chip state-run company. 

Singh, who retired as chairman and managing director of Bharat Petroleum Corporation Ltd in October 2022, took charge 

of ONGC on December 6, 2022, after the government relaxed the eligibility criteria. 

Last year, the Centre granted him a rare one-year extension, allowing him to continue as ONGC chairman until December 

6, 2026, by which time he will be over 64 years old. 

The government had initiated a search for a regular chairman last year. 

PESB invited applications in April 2025, and more than a dozen candidates, including Oil India Ltd Chairman and 

Managing Director Ranjit Rath, applied. However, no interviews were held, and the selection process remained 

inconclusive without any official explanation. 

ONGC had remained without a full-time chief between April 2021 and December 2022, during which the company was 

headed by three interim chairmen before Singh's appointment. 

https://www.telegraphindia.com/business/govt-raises-ongc-chairman-entry-age-to-59-offers-up-to-five-year-tenure/cid/2168690
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Applications will close on July 21, while the deadline for forwarding applications through the prescribed channels is July 

30, the advertisement said. 

According to the job description, the chairman will be responsible for the overall management and strategic direction of 

the company, including driving growth in revenue and profitability, leading ONGC's exploration and production business, 

overseeing expansion into new energy and petrochemicals through acquisitions and joint ventures, and steering 

technology adoption across the organisation. 

Except for the headline, this story has not been edited by The Telegraph Online staff and has been published from a 

syndicated feed. 
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Government Raises ONGC Chairman Entry Age to 59, Offers Up to Five-Year Tenure 

https://bhashatimes.com/en/business/ongc-chairman-entry-age-59-tenure 

  
The government has relaxed eligibility conditions for appointing the next chairman of ONGC, raising the maximum entry 

age to 59 years with a three-year term extendable by up to two years. 

The government has relaxed the eligibility conditions for appointing the next chairman of Oil and Natural Gas Corporation 

(ONGC), raising the maximum entry age to 59 years. The successful candidate will receive a fixed three-year term 

extendable by up to two years after a performance review. 

The Public Enterprises Selection Board (PESB) has invited applications for the post, which will fall vacant on December 

7 when incumbent Arun Kumar Singh completes his extended tenure. Under the advertisement, candidates should not 

have attained the age of 59 years on the date of occurrence of the vacancy. Any employment or extension of tenure 

beyond the age of 60 shall be on a contract basis. 

The selection will be made by a search-cum-selection committee constituted by the oil ministry instead of the normal 

PESB selection process. The revised age limit marks a departure from the norms followed for most board-level 

appointments in Central Public Sector Enterprises, where recent appointments have largely been governed by a residual 

service criterion rather than fixed age limits. 

The government made a similar relaxation when appointing Singh in 2022. A search-cum-selection committee constituted 

by the oil ministry picked Singh in August 2022, barely two months before he turned 60. He was the first executive of that 

age to be appointed chairman of a blue-chip state-run company. Last year, the Centre granted him a rare one-year 

extension, allowing him to continue as ONGC chairman until December 6, 2026, by which time he will be over 64 years 

old. 

Applications will close on July 21, with the deadline for forwarding applications through prescribed channels on July 30. 

Tata Steel Plans Rs 20,000 Crore Capex for FY27, 60% Allocated to India 
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Drivers in India protest ethanol petrol policy over mileage, cost concerns 

https://www.business-standard.com/india-news/drivers-in-india-protest-ethanol-petrol-policy-over-mileage-cost-concerns-

126070500213_1.html 

  
Indian motorists will gather in New Delhi on Sunday, in the first major protest against a flagship biofuel program intended 

to reduce crude imports and support farm incomes. The government's accelerated shift to gasoline with a higher 

percentage of ethanol  a signature self-reliance policy for Prime Minister Narendra Modi  has angered drivers, whose 

complaints include weaker fuel efficiency, higher maintenance costs and engine corrosion. 

The government and automakers have been on the defensive after weeks of complaints on social media. Authorities 

sought to contain the controversy by convening a media briefing with auto industry executives on Saturday. Carmakers 

dismissed the complaints as unfounded. We are very confident that we haven't seen any glaring issues on social media 

that warrant a rethink of the government's biofuel blending program, said Puneet Anand, associate vice president at 

Hyundai Motor India. Speaking separately in Rajasthan, Oil Minister Hardeep Singh Puri blamed vested interests of 

spreading misinformation. 

The backlash comes as Modi seeks to expand one of his signature energy initiatives. India met its target of blending 20% 

ethanol into gasoline five years ahead of schedule in 2025 and is evaluating a further increase in the mandate. Last 

month, state refiners also began selling gasoline blended with 85% ethanol for flex-fuel vehicles. 

Automakers said E20 had undergone extensive testing before its nationwide rollout. Vehicles designed for E20 have 

been on sale since 2025, while the fuel is also compatible with older E10-certified vehicles, according to Rahul Bharti, 

executive director at Maruti Suzuki India. Although fuel economy may decline modestly, the tradeoff is offset by the fuel's 

broader economic and environmental benefits, he said. 

Manufacturers also pushed back against specific claims circulating online. Vikram Gulati, country head at Toyota 

Kirloskar Motor, said a widely shared case involving a Toyota Innova Hycross allegedly damaged by E20 was traced to 

contaminated fuel rather than ethanol blending. He also rejected claims that ethanol attracts ants, saying gasoline's odor 

repels insects. 

For consumers, however, the biofuel debate comes as vehicle ownership costs continue to climb. Gasoline prices remain 

near four-year highs following geopolitical disruptions, while insurance premiums, toll charges, poor road conditions and 

monsoon-related damage have added to motorists' expenses, making concerns over fuel efficiency and maintenance 

more politically sensitive. 

India's gasoline demand has been expanding faster than diesel consumption, rising an average 8.8% annually over the 

past five financial years compared with 5.5% for diesel, according to government data. Gasoline accounts for about 18% 

of refined fuel sales, making the success of the ethanol program increasingly important to the government's energy 

strategy. 

The South Asian nation is among several major emerging economies expanding biofuel use, a campaign that has 

accelerated in the aftermath of the Iran war. Indonesia is fast-tracking plans to increase biodiesel blending to 50% using 

palm oil. And debate over biofuel mandates is intensifying in the US, where some conservative groups are urging 

lawmakers to roll back blending requirements, arguing they increase costs for consumers. 

Puri said Saturday that any move to raise ethanol blending to 25% from 20% would be undertaken only after rigorous 

testing and consultations with stakeholders. He added that India's strategy to diversify transport fuels would rely on 

multiple technologies, including biofuels, batteries and compressed natural gas. 
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53% petrol vehicle owners fault govt's handling of E20 rollout: Survey 

https://www.business-standard.com/india-news/e20-petrol-rollout-localcircles-survey-mileage-drop-vehicle-owners-

126070500287_1.html 

  
A LocalCircles survey says 66 per cent of pre-2023 petrol vehicle owners reported a mileage drop of more than 10 per 

cent, while 31 per cent want the option to return to E0 or E10 fuel 

According to the survey, 66 per cent of pre-2023 petrol vehicle owners said their vehicle mileage had dropped by more 

than 10 per cent after the use of E20 petrol.  

A majority of petrol vehicle owners have rated the government's handling of the E20 petrol rollout as disastrous or 

ineffective, citing concerns over mileage, wear and tear, and the absence of lower-ethanol fuel options at pumps, 

according to a latest survey by LocalCircles. 

The survey, conducted in June 2026 across 316 districts, received 22,567 responses from petrol vehicle owners. Of 

these, 42 per cent described the handling of the rollout as disastrous, 5 per cent as very ineffective, and 6 per cent as 

quite ineffective, taking the combined negative response to 53 per cent. Only 13 per cent rated the rollout positively, while 

19 per cent called it average and 15 per cent did not give a view. Survey respondents included 69 per cent men and 31 

per cent women. LocalCircles said 46 per cent of respondents were from tier-1 districts, 32 per cent from tier-2 districts, 

and 22 per cent from tier-3, tier-4, tier-5 and rural districts. 

India completed the nationwide rollout of E20 petrol in April 2025, achieving the target of 20 per cent ethanol blending 

ahead of the original 2030 schedule. The government has defended the programme, citing benefits for farmers, foreign 

exchange savings and lower crude import dependence. 

Mileage, repair concerns drive criticism 

According to the survey, 66 per cent of pre-2023 petrol vehicle owners said their vehicle mileage had dropped by more 

than 10 per cent after the use of E20 petrol. The survey also found that 45 per cent of such owners reported a moderate 

to major increase in wear and tear or the need for repairs. 

The survey found that dissatisfaction was particularly high among owners of vehicles manufactured before the E20-

compliance cut-off. The survey document said vehicles made before April 2023 were designed for E10 fuel, while only 

those sold from April 2025 onwards were fully E20-compliant. 

The survey also found that 31 per cent of pre-2023 petrol vehicle owners wanted the option to shift back to E0 or E10 

petrol even if it cost more. 

Government defends ethanol blending plan 

Union Petroleum Minister Hardeep Singh Puri has maintained that the mileage impact of ethanol-blended fuel is minor 

and has rejected much of the online criticism around E20. The minister also clarified that vehicle insurance cover remains 

unaffected by the switch to E20. From April 1, 2026, all E20 petrol sold in India is required to meet a minimum Research 

Octane Number of 95 to improve combustion stability and reduce engine knocking. In May 2026, the Bureau of Indian 

Standards notified IS 19850:2026, covering E22 to E30 blends. The current roadmap commits to E20 until October 31, 

2026, with any decision on higher blends expected to follow an Inter-Ministerial Committee report and stakeholder 

consultations. 
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India eyes oil exploration expansion after West Asia war shortages 

https://energy.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/oil-and-gas/india-eyes-oil-exploration-expansion-after-west-asia-war-

shortages/132191014 

  
The strategic push, dubbed "Samudra Manthan," seeks to secure energy needs amidst growing demand and global 

geopolitical shifts, with substantial investment planned for deepwater exploration. 

B 

India is intensifying domestic crude exploration following a significant energy supply shock during the West Asia war. Hit 

by the biggest energy supply shock in decades during the West Asia war, import-dependent India is expanding domestic 

crude exploration, its oil minister says. 

India, the world's third-largest importer of oil and the second-largest buyer of liquefied petroleum gas, faced major 

disruptions due to restrictions on the Strait of Hormuz during the conflict between the United States and Iran. 

With a temporary US-Iran deal in place to pause hostilities, oil and gas shipments are flowing through the Gulf waterway 

again, and restrictions and price hikes in India are being rolled back. 

Advt But Minister of Petroleum and Natural Gas Hardeep Singh Puri said the energy crunch provided fresh impetus for 

India's expansion of domestic supplies. 

"We are currently in the process... to bid out about 250,000 square kilometres (96,500 square miles) of unexplored area," 

Puri told AFP. 

India is a modest producer in global terms. 

Domestic crude production in 2025-2026 was 25.98 million metric tonnes, according to the oil ministry. 

That meets just 10 percent of India's crude needs, equivalent to roughly 522,000 barrels per day (bpd) -- a figure well 

below its production peak of just more than 900,000 bpd in 2011. 

India survived the energy crunch by expanding its crude suppliers from 27 to 41 countries, including Iran, Venezuela, 

greater purchases from Russia and several African nations. 

New Delhi has previously been criticised by both the United States and Europe for its purchase of Russian oil, with critics 

arguing that it bankrolled Moscow's war against Kyiv. 

But Puri said India had a "pragmatic approach" that put its energy needs above "ideological considerations". 

Ocean of energy opportunities 

The country's domestic crude production is concentrated in the west -- in its Mumbai offshore fields, Rajasthan and 

Gujarat -- as well as the northeastern state of Assam. 

Advt But Puri has hailed what he calls an "ocean of energy opportunities" off India's Andaman and Nicobar archipelago, 

an 800-kilometre-long (500-mile) chain of environmentally sensitive islands in the seas bordering Thailand and Indonesia. 

The vast Andaman Basin is geologically similar to hydrocarbon-bearing basins in Southeast Asia. 

Puri posted a video on social media in June of a gas flare at an exploratory well drilled in the Andaman Sea by state-

owned Oil India. 

"Large number of deepwater and ultra-deepwater exploration wells are planned in our offshore basins to fully exploit our 

hydrocarbon reserves," Puri said when he released the video. 

New Delhi is working with "deepwater exploration experts" including Petrobras, TotalEnergies, BP, Shell and ExxonMobil, 

he said. 

https://energy.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/oil-and-gas/india-eyes-oil-exploration-expansion-after-west-asia-war-shortages/132191014
https://energy.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/oil-and-gas/india-eyes-oil-exploration-expansion-after-west-asia-war-shortages/132191014


 

Page 92 of 103. 

In the same Andaman Sea, India is readying a $9 billion Great Nicobar Island Project to build a megaport, airport and 

city, creating a strategic base on what is, for now, a far-flung island covered in pristine forests and home to one of Earth's 

most isolated peoples. 

Exceptionally bullish 

The push pre-dates the West Asia war. 

Hindu-nationalist Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched the "Samudra Manthan" mission during a speech marking 

Independence Day in August 2025. 

The name refers to a central event in Hindu mythology meaning the "churning of the ocean". 

"We want to work in a mission mode towards finding oil reserves, gas reserves under the sea and hence India is going 

to start the National Deep Water Exploration Mission," Modi said at the time. 

But India's bid to reduce dependence faces challenges. 

Domestic demand in the world's most populous nation of 1.4 billion people is growing rapidly -- even as the government 

vows to achieve carbon neutrality by 2070. 

India is also ramping up investments in renewables, nuclear energy and blending petrol with ethanol. 

"India's energy consumption today is growing at three times the pace compared to rest of the world," Puri said. 

"It has jumped from five million barrels per day in 2021 to about 5.6 million barrels today, and would soon touch six million 

barrels per day, on the back of the robust economic and per capita income growth." 

Puri said he was "exceptionally bullish" for the future. 

"I am happy with the knowledge that our E+P (exploration & production) is going up and, believe me, it's going to rise 

very fast," Puri said. 

He noted it was "a very capital intensive and time-consuming" process, but said he had high hopes. 

"We are putting fiscal resources into oil and gas exploration in a very big way -- with a $10 billion programme," he added. 

"With it, we are going into one million kilometres of unexplored area." 
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Thursday virtually inaugurated NHPC's 300 MW Karnisar Solar Power Plant at Bikaner, 

Rajasthan. 

Prime Minister emphasised that renewable energy is the cornerstone of India's energy security and sustainable future. 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Thursday virtually inaugurated NHPC's 300 MW Karnisar Solar Power Plant in 

Rajasthan's Bikaner. 

According to a press release by the NHPC, the project marks a significant addition to India's renewable energy capacity 

and underscores the nation's commitment to clean energy and sustainable development. 

Speaking on the occasion, the Prime Minister emphasised that renewable energy is the cornerstone of India's energy 

security and sustainable future. He further highlighted that Rajasthan is witnessing the development of world-class solar 

power infrastructure, reinforcing its position as a key contributor to the nation's clean energy ambitions. 

Advt NHPC CMD Bhupender Gupta expressed his sincere gratitude to PM Modi, the Centre, Rajasthan government, the 

Power Ministry and the Ministry of New and Renewable Energy for their continued support in the successful execution of 

the project. He reaffirmed NHPC's commitment to contributing towards India's clean energy and renewable energy goals. 

The 300 MW Karnisar Solar Power Plant represents NHPC's continued commitment towards strengthening India's 

renewable energy capacity and supporting the Government of India's vision of Aatma Nirbhar Bharat, with the project 

being developed using approximately 7.75 lakh domestically manufactured Solar PV Cells and Modules, the press 

release stated. 

The solar power plant is expected to generate around 75 crore units of clean electricity annually, significantly contributing 

to the nation's renewable energy basket while helping offset nearly 6.4 lakh tonnes of carbon dioxide emissions every 

year, thereby promoting environmental sustainability and supporting India's climate commitments. 

Besides producing clean energy, the project has also contributed to the socio-economic development of the region by 

creating direct and indirect employment opportunities for over 40 local persons, thereby generating sustainable 

livelihoods in the remote areas of Rajasthan. 

Advt Rajasthan Governor Haribhau Kisanrao Bagde, Chief Minister Bhajan Lal Sharma, Union Petroleum Minister 

Hardeep Singh Puri and Deputy Chief Ministers Diya Kumari and Prem Chand Bairwa were also present at the 

inauguration ceremony. 

In Balotra, the Prime Minister dedicated, inaugurated, and laid the foundation stone for development projects worth 

around 1.06 lakh crore. 
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Fuel prices in India remained stable on 5 July despite falling global crude prices. Oil Marketing Companies are not 

expected to cut domestic prices soon. Petrol and diesel prices today : Fuel prices in India held steady with marginal 

changes on Sunday, 5 July. Even though brent crude, the international oil benchmark, recently erased its war-time rally 

in their biggest quarterly slump since 2020, fuel prices in India remained stable. Due to easing West Asia tensions, global 

crude oil prices have fallen to a four-month low and returned to pre-war levels. Ever since the US and Iran signed the 14-

point memorandum of understanding to reopen the Strait of Hormuz in mid-June, oil prices extended decline despite brief 

periods of fluctuations. Recent positive discussions in Qatar to convert their interim 60-day truce into a lasting accord has 

boosted recovery of flows through the Strait. Notably, state run Oil Marketing Companies (OMCs) are unlikely to cut 

domestic fuel prices anytime soon as domestic retail refiners are still processing costlier crude purchased during the peak 

of the West Asia crisis, Union petroleum and natural gas minister Hardeep Singh Puri said. Future adjustment is fuel 

prices is possible if international crude prices remain stable, Hardeep Singh earlier said. 

However, OMCs cut Aviation Turbine Fuel (ATF) prices by about  5 per litre and slashed commercial 19-kg LPG rates by  

183.50 per cylinder on 1 July as a part of its monthly revision. This marked the first reduction in nearly 4 months as these 

fuels track global crude benchmarks. 

At the same time, the 5-kg marked-priced or Free Trade LPG (FTL) cylinder rate also plunged by  13 to  808.50 per 5-kg 

cylinder. Nayara Energy , India's largest private retailer, also announced rate cut in fuel prices. The Rosneft-backed 

company reduced petrol and diesel prices by  5 and  3 per litre, respectively. This price revision made it the first retailer 

in more than two years to reduce pump rates. 

Check latest petrol and diesel price in your city on 5 July  On 4 July, Hardeep Singh Puri issued a statement over Centre's 

ethanol blending campaign which is a part of its strategy to reduce crude oil imports, lower carbon emissions and support 

the domestic agricultural economy. Dismissing concerns over ethanol-blended fuel and its impact on vehicle 

performance, he said claims that E20 fuel attracts pests or damages vehicle engines are rumours. 

While addressing the media in Jodhpur, Rajasthan, Puri said, "Over the past few days, you may have noticed a stir on 

social media regarding biofuel blending. I welcome criticism. If you feel there are shortcomings in the work we are doing, 

please point them out, and we will listen to you; we will incorporate your suggestions into our work and make the 

necessary corrections," ANI reported. 

Brent crude price slides as more tankers transit Strait of Hormuz  Brent futures traded just above $72 a barrel on 4 July 

with volumes depressed due to the US Independence Day holiday. According to Bloomberg report, there has been a 

flood of more than 60 million trapped barrels in the weeks since US-Iran signed peace deal. The glut of crude is a result 

of returning frozen supply when the war began. 

Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates oil exports returned to pre-war levels. Furthermore, Iranian oil, which was 

subjected to heavy American sanctions for years, is also available in the market after the US issued sanctions waivers. 

the head of commodities research at JPMorgan Chase & Co, Natasha Kaneva, said, The market is facing the risk of a 

temporary glut as trapped oil finally re-enters a system that has already spent months learning how to function without it, 

adding, The barrels now exiting Hormuz increasingly have nowhere to go except China. But China is not buying," 

Bloomberg reported.  
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India's E20 petrol rollout faces growing criticism as 53% of motorists rate it negatively and 66% report mileage losses, 

according to a LocalCircles survey. 

Just over a year after India achieved nationwide availability of E20 petrol in April 2025meeting its target of 20% ethanol 

blending six years ahead of the original 2030 deadlinepublic opinion on the implementation of the programme has turned 

increasingly critical. 

A survey conducted by LocalCircles found that 53% of petrol vehicle owners described the Road Transport and Petroleum 

Ministries' handling of the E20 rollout as either "disastrous" or "ineffective", with 42% calling it outright "disastrous". By 

comparison, only 13% of respondents gave the government's handling a positive rating. 

The survey also revealed widespread concerns over fuel efficiency and vehicle performance. Around 66% of respondents 

said their vehicles' mileage had dropped by more than 10% after switching to E20 petrol, while 31% said they would 

prefer the option of using E0 or E10 fuel again, even if it came at a higher price. 

The government, however, has consistently defended the ethanol blending programme. Union Petroleum Minister 

Hardeep Singh Puri has maintained that the impact of E20 on fuel efficiency is minimal, dismissed much of the criticism 

circulating online as a "make-believe narrative", and clarified that vehicle insurance coverage is unaffected by the 

transition to the blended fuel. 

Regulatory changes have continued alongside the rollout. From April 1, 2026, all E20 petrol sold in the country must 

comply with a minimum Research Octane Number (RON) of 95 to improve combustion stability and minimise engine 

knocking. In May 2026, the Bureau of Indian Standards also notified IS 19850:2026, establishing specifications for ethanol 

blends ranging from E22 to E30, with effect from May 15. 

India's E20 petrol rollout faces growing consumer scrutiny  For now, the government's roadmap remains focused on E20 

until October 31, 2026. Any decision to introduce higher ethanol blends will be taken after the Inter-Ministerial Committee 

submits its report and consultations with stakeholders are completed. 

Appearing before the Supreme Court in July 2026, the Centre said ethanol blending remains an evolving programme 

whose long-term impact is expected to become clearer by 2027, while rejecting claims that the initiative is merely 

experimental. Nevertheless, a noticeable gap continues to exist between official assessments and consumer 

experiences. 

While the Automotive Research Association of India (ARAI) estimates that E20 results in only a 1-6% reduction in fuel 

efficiency, several independent real-world studies have reported mileage losses of 8-12% in older vehicles, many of 

which were never designed to operate on E20 fuel. Nearly 300 million such vehicles remain on Indian roads. 

53% of petrol vehicle owners rate E20 rollout negatively, survey finds  The LocalCircles survey asked petrol vehicle 

owners how they rated the ministries' handling of the E20 rollout. 

Among 22,567 respondents, 42% described the implementation as "disastrous", while 5% called it "very ineffective" and 

another 6% rated it "quite ineffective". Together, these responses accounted for 53% of all participants expressing a 

negative opinion. 

Only 13% of respondents approve of the government's E20 implementation  On the other hand, only 2% rated the rollout 

as "superb", 3% considered it "very effective" and 8% described it as "quite effective", taking the total positive response 

to just 13%. Meanwhile, 19% termed the rollout "average", while 15% said they were unable to comment, according to 

the survey findings. 
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The results indicate that negative opinions outweigh positive ones by roughly four to one, suggesting a significant 

disconnect between the government's messaging and the experiences reported by motorists. 

66% of motorists report over 10% mileage loss after switching to E20 petrol  The dissatisfaction is also reflected in 

practical ownership concerns. According to the survey, 66% of owners of petrol vehicles manufactured before 2023 

reported a decline in fuel efficiency exceeding 10% after switching to E20 fuel, up sharply from 45% in a similar survey 

conducted a month earlier. 

In addition, 45% said they had experienced a moderate to significant increase in engine wear, maintenance requirements 

or repair costs. 

Many vehicle owners want E0 and E10 petrol back despite higher prices  Notably, nearly one-third of respondents said 

they would be willing to pay more for the option to use E0 or E10 petrol again, indicating that concerns extend beyond 

perception and are rooted in operating costs and vehicle reliability, LocalCircles said. 

NITI Aayog had warned of fuel efficiency losses before E20 rollout  Critics argue that these concerns had been identified 

well before the nationwide rollout. In its June 2021 report, Roadmap for Ethanol Blending in India 202025, NITI Aayog 

had estimated that four-wheelers originally designed for E0 and calibrated for E10 could experience a 6-7% drop in fuel 

efficiency, while two-wheelers could see a decline of 3-4%. 

The report also recommended that ethanol-blended fuel be sold at a lower price than conventional petrol to compensate 

for its lower energy content and that fuel suitable for older vehicles should continue to remain available. However, neither 

recommendation has been implemented, with E20 currently retailing at the same price as regular petrol across the 

country. 
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India is accelerating efforts to expand domestic oil and gas exploration after recent global energy disruptions highlighted 

the risks of its heavy dependence on imported crude. 

The move follows a period of heightened volatility in global energy markets triggered by tensions in the Middle East, 

which temporarily disrupted shipping routes and raised concerns over the stability of key supply corridors such as the 

Strait of Hormuz. 

Petroleum and Natural Gas Minister Hardeep Singh Puri said the episode reinforced the need for stronger domestic 

production capabilities and a wider exploration push across untapped regions. 

We are currently in the process to bid out about 250,000 square kilometres of unexplored area, Puri said, outlining the 

scale of the governments planned expansion in exploration activity, in an interview with AFP. 

India remains one of the worlds largest crude importers, with domestic production covering only a small portion of its total 

demand. Officials say the gap between consumption and output continues to expose the economy to external shocks, 

even as demand rises steadily with growth in transport, industry, and urban consumption. 

Over the past few years, India has diversified its crude import sources significantly to manage supply risks, expanding its 

supplier network across multiple regions, including the Middle East, Latin America, Africa, and Eurasia. 

Puri said Indias energy strategy is driven by practical considerations of security and affordability. He has previously 

argued that the countrys approach prioritises national needs over external political pressures. 

A major focus of the new exploration push is offshore and deepwater reserves, with particular attention on frontier basins 

that have remained largely unexplored. Officials believe these regions could hold significant hydrocarbon potential, 

though extraction remains technically complex and capital-intensive. 

TheCentre has also highlighted emerging opportunities in offshore regions near the Andaman Sea, describing them as 

part of a broader push to unlock previously underexplored energy zones. 

India is collaborating with several international energy firms, including major global players, to bring advanced deepwater 

exploration technologies and expertise into its domestic production strategy. 

The exploration expansion is part of a wider energy roadmap that also includes renewable energy growth, ethanol 

blending in fuels, and nuclear expansion. However, officials acknowledge that fossil fuels continue to account for a 

significant share of Indias rapidly rising energy demand. 

Puri said consumption in India is growing faster than in many other major economies, driven by economic expansion and 

rising income levels, adding that demand is expected to increase further in the coming years. 

He described himself as optimistic about the countrys exploration outlook, saying domestic exploration and production 

activity is set to expand significantly under new investment programmes. 

I am happy with the knowledge that our E&P is going up and, believe me, its going to rise very fast, Puri said, adding that 

the process, while slow and capital-intensive, is receiving strong fiscal backing from the government. 

The renewed push reflects Indias broader effort to balance long-term energy security with rising domestic demand, as it 

works to reduce vulnerability to global supply disruptions while sustaining economic growth. 
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In response to a critical energy supply crisis, India is ramping up its efforts in domestic crude exploration. The country, 

known for its reliance on oil imports, is set to unveil extensive uncharted regions for bidding. This initiative, named 

'Samudra Manthan,' aims to enhance production levels in light of rising energy demands and global volatility, with 

significant funding earmarked for offshore drilling activities. 

New Delhi: Hit by the biggest energy supply shock in decades during the Middle East war, import-dependent India is 

expanding domestic crude exploration, its oil minister says. 

India, the world's third-largest importer of oil and the second-largest buyer of liquefied petroleum gas, faced major 

disruptions due to restrictions on the Strait of Hormuz during the conflict between the United States and Iran. 

With a temporary US-Iran deal in place to pause hostilities, oil and gas shipments are flowing through the Gulf waterway 

again, and restrictions and price hikes in India are being rolled back. 

But Minister of Petroleum and Natural Gas Hardeep Singh Puri said the energy crunch provided fresh impetus for India's 

expansion of domestic supplies. 

"We are currently in the process... to bid out about 250,000 square kilometres (96,500 square miles) of unexplored area," 

Puri told AFP. 

India is a modest producer in global terms. 

Domestic crude production in 2025-2026 was 25.98 million metric tonnes, according to the oil ministry. 

That meets just 10 percent of India's crude needs, equivalent to roughly 522,000 barrels per day (bpd) -- a figure well 

below its production peak of just more than 900,000 bpd in 2011. 

India survived the energy crunch by expanding its crude suppliers from 27 to 41 countries, including Iran, Venezuela, 

greater purchases from Russia and several African nations. 

New Delhi has previously been criticised by both the United States and Europe for its purchase of Russian oil, with critics 

arguing that it bankrolled Moscow's war against Kyiv. 

But Puri said India had a "pragmatic approach" that put its energy needs above "ideological considerations". 

'Ocean of energy opportunities' The country's domestic crude production is concentrated in the west -- in its Mumbai 

offshore fields, Rajasthan and Gujarat -- as well as the northeastern state of Assam. 

But Puri has hailed what he calls an "ocean of energy opportunities" off India's Andaman and Nicobar archipelago, an 

800-kilometre-long (500-mile) chain of environmentally sensitive islands in the seas bordering Thailand and Indonesia. 

The vast Andaman Basin is geologically similar to hydrocarbon-bearing basins in Southeast Asia. 

Puri posted a video on social media in June of a gas flare at an exploratory well drilled in the Andaman Sea by state-

owned Oil India 

"Large number of deepwater and ultra-deepwater exploration wells are planned in our offshore basins to fully exploit our 

hydrocarbon reserves," Puri said when he released the video. 

New Delhi is working with "deepwater exploration experts" including Petrobras, TotalEnergies, BP, Shell and ExxonMobil, 

he said. 
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In the same Andaman Sea, India is readying a $9 billion Great Nicobar Island Project to build a megaport, airport and 

city, creating a strategic base on what is, for now, a far-flung island covered in pristine forests and home to one of Earth's 

most isolated peoples. 

'Exceptionally bullish' The push pre-dates the Middle East war. 

Hindu-nationalist Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched the " Samudra Manthan " mission during a speech marking 

Independence Day in August 2025. 

The name refers to a central event in Hindu mythology meaning the "churning of the ocean". 

"We want to work in a mission mode towards finding oil reserves, gas reserves under the sea and hence India is going 

to start the National Deep Water Exploration Mission," Modi said at the time. 

But India's bid to reduce dependence faces challenges. 

Domestic demand in the world's most populous nation of 1.4 billion people is growing rapidly -- even as the government 

vows to achieve carbon neutrality by 2070. 

India is also ramping up investments in renewables, nuclear energy and blending petrol with ethanol. 

"India's energy consumption today is growing at three times the pace compared to rest of the world," Puri said. 

"It has jumped from five million barrels per day in 2021 to about 5.6 million barrels today, and would soon touch six million 

barrels per day, on the back of the robust economic and per capita income growth." 

Puri said he was "exceptionally bullish" for the future. 

"I am happy with the knowledge that our E+P (exploration & production) is going up and, believe me, it's going to rise 

very fast," Puri said. 

He noted it was "a very capital intensive and time-consuming" process, but said he had high hopes. 

"We are putting fiscal resources into oil and gas exploration in a very big way -- with a $10 billion programme," he added. 

"With it, we are going into one million kilometres of unexplored area." 
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The project combines refining and petrochemical production, with a petrochemical capacity of 2.4 MMTPA. 

Prime Minister (PM) Narendra Modi on Saturday dedicated India's first integrated refinery-cum-petrochemical complex 

with a refining capacity of 9 million metric tonnes per annum (MMTPA) to the nation and launched multiple infrastructure 

projects worth 1.06 lakh crore in Rajasthan, reports ET Online 

Union Petroleum and Natural Gas Minister Hardeep Singh Puri and Rajasthan Chief Minister Bhajanlal Sharma were 

present at the event held in Pachpadra, Balotra. 

The integrated refinery-cum-petrochemical complex has been developed as a joint venture between Hindustan Petroleum 

Corporation (HPCL) and the Rajasthan government at an investment of over 79,450 crore. 

The project combines refining and petrochemical production, with a petrochemical capacity of 2.4 MMTPA. It features a 

Nelson Complexity Index of 17.0 and petrochemical yields exceeding 26 per cent, aligning with global standards for 

efficiency and sustainability. 

The complex will strengthen India's energy security, boost petrochemical self-sufficiency and drive industrial development 

while serving as the anchor industry for a proposed Petrochemical and Plastic Park in the region, added the report. 

The PM also laid the foundation stone for Phase 2 of the Jaipur Metro Rail Project, involving an investment of over 13,000 

crore. The project includes a 41-km north-south metro corridor from Prahladpura to Todi Mod with 36 stations, connecting 

major industrial, residential and commercial areas including Sitapura Industrial Area, Vishwakarma Industrial Area (VKI), 

Jaipur Airport, Tonk Road, SMS Hospital, SMS Stadium, Ambabari and Vidyadhar Nagar. Phase 1 of the Jaipur Metro, 

comprising an 11.64-km corridor with 11 stations, is already operational. 

PM Modi also dedicated the Churu-Sadulpur (58 km) and Churu-Ratangarh (46 km) rail doubling projects, built at a cost 

of around 900 crore, strengthening rail connectivity across 104 km in north-west Rajasthan. 

In the road sector, he inaugurated the four-laning of the NH-125A Jodhpur Ring Road Section-2 (Karwar-Dangiyawas), 

developed at a cost of 740 crore. 

The Prime Minister further dedicated SJVN Ltd's 1,000 MW Bikaner Solar Energy Project, built with an investment of 

about 5,500 crore, and NHPC's 300 MW Karnisar Bikaner Solar Energy Plant. 

The SJVN project uses 24.22 lakh domestically manufactured solar modules, while the NHPC plant has been developed 

using around 7.75 lakh domestically manufactured solar photovoltaic cells and modules, supporting the government's 

push for indigenous renewable energy manufacturing. 

As part of renewable energy infrastructure, Modi inaugurated a power transmission line built at a cost of over 1,900 crore 

for evacuating electricity from the Rajasthan Renewable Energy Zone (REZ). He also laid the foundation stone for a 530-

km power transmission system that will facilitate renewable power evacuation and strengthen electricity supply across 

the state. 

Earlier, Petroleum and Natural Gas Minister Hardeep Singh Puri said the Pachpadra project marks India's first greenfield 

refinery in a decade, calling it a major milestone in the country's energy infrastructure development. 

  

https://manufacturing.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/chemicals/pm-modi-inaugurates-indias-first-integrated-refinery-cum-petrochemical-complex-in-rajasthan/132193408
https://manufacturing.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/chemicals/pm-modi-inaugurates-indias-first-integrated-refinery-cum-petrochemical-complex-in-rajasthan/132193408


 

Page 101 of 103. 

Headline Modi's ethanol push comes under pressure as motorists protest 

Publication The Hindu Business Line Edition Online Coverage 

Published Date 5 Jul 2026 

 

Modi's ethanol push comes under pressure as motorists protest 

https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/news/modis-ethanol-push-comes-under-pressure-as-motorists-

protest/article71185213.ece 

  
India met its target of blending 20% ethanol into gasoline five years ahead of schedule in 2025 and is evaluating a further 

increase in the mandate Indian motorists will gather in New Delhi on Sunday, in the first major protest against a flagship 

biofuel program intended to reduce crude imports and support farm incomes. The government's accelerated shift to 

gasoline with a higher percentage of ethanol  a signature self-reliance policy for Prime Minister Narendra Modi  has 

angered drivers, whose complaints include weaker fuel efficiency, higher maintenance costs and engine corrosion. The 

government and automakers have been on the defensive after weeks of complaints on social media. Authorities sought 

to contain the controversy by convening a media briefing with auto industry executives on Saturday. Carmakers dismissed 

the complaints as unfounded. We are very confident that we haven't seen any glaring issues on social media that warrant 

a rethink of the government's biofuel blending program, said Puneet Anand, associate vice president at Hyundai Motor 

India. Speaking separately in Rajasthan, Oil Minister Hardeep Singh Puri blamed vested interests of spreading 

misinformation. 

The backlash comes as Modi seeks to expand one of his signature energy initiatives. India met its target of blending 20 

per cent ethanol into gasoline five years ahead of schedule in 2025 and is evaluating a further increase in the mandate. 

Last month, state refiners also began selling gasoline blended with 85 per cent ethanol for flex-fuel vehicles. 

Automakers said E20 had undergone extensive testing before its nationwide rollout. Vehicles designed for E20 have 

been on sale since 2025, while the fuel is also compatible with older E10-certified vehicles, according to Rahul Bharti, 

executive director at Maruti Suzuki India. Although fuel economy may decline modestly, the tradeoff is offset by the fuel's 

broader economic and environmental benefits, he said. 

Manufacturers also pushed back against specific claims circulating online. Vikram Gulati, country head at Toyota 

Kirloskar Motor, said a widely shared case involving a Toyota Innova Hycross allegedly damaged by E20 was traced to 

contaminated fuel rather than ethanol blending. He also rejected claims that ethanol attracts ants, saying gasoline's odor 

repels insects. 

For consumers, however, the biofuel debate comes as vehicle ownership costs continue to climb. Gasoline prices remain 

near four-year highs following geopolitical disruptions, while insurance premiums, toll charges, poor road conditions and 

monsoon-related damage have added to motorists' expenses, making concerns over fuel efficiency and maintenance 

more politically sensitive. 

India's gasoline demand has been expanding faster than diesel consumption, rising an average 8.8 per cent annually 

over the past five financial years compared with 5.5 per cent for diesel, according to government data. 

Gasoline accounts for about 18 per cent of refined fuel sales, making the success of the ethanol program increasingly 

important to the government's energy strategy. 

The South Asian nation is among several major emerging economies expanding biofuel use, a campaign that has 

accelerated in the aftermath of the Iran war. 

Indonesia is fast-tracking plans to increase biodiesel blending to 50 per cent using palm oil. And debate over biofuel 

mandates is intensifying in the US, where some conservative groups are urging lawmakers to roll back blending 

requirements, arguing they increase costs for consumers. 

Puri said Saturday that any move to raise ethanol blending to 25 per cent from 20 per cent would be undertaken only 

after rigorous testing and consultations with stakeholders. He added that India's strategy to diversify transport fuels would 

rely on multiple technologies, including biofuels, batteries and compressed natural gas. 
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NHPC's 300 MW Karnisar solar power plant at Bikaner, Rajasthan, was inaugurated by Prime Minister Narendra Modi 

through virtual mode on Saturday. 

The project marks a significant addition to India's renewable energy capacity and underscores the nation's commitment 

to clean energy. 

The virtual inauguration was held in the presence of Rajasthan Governor Haribhau Kisanrao Bagde, Chief Minister Bhajan 

Lal Sharma, Union Minister of Petroleum and Natural Gas Hardeep Singh Puri, and Deputy Chief Ministers Diya Kumari 

and Prem Chand Bairwa. 

Speaking on the occasion, the Prime Minister emphasised that renewable energy is the cornerstone of India's energy 

security and sustainable future. He highlighted that Rajasthan is witnessing the development of world-class solar power 

infrastructure, reinforcing its position as a key contributor to the nation's clean energy ambitions. 

Bhupender Gupta, CMD, NHPC, thanked Prime Minister Narendra Modi, the Ministry of Power, the Ministry of New and 

Renewable Energy, and the Rajasthan government for their continued guidance in the successful execution of the project. 

He reaffirmed NHPC's commitment to contributing towards India's green energy goals. 

Aligned with the vision of Aatma Nirbhar Bharat, the mega project was developed using approximately 7.75 lakh 

domestically manufactured solar PV cells and modules. 

The solar power plant is expected to generate around 75 crore units of clean electricity annually. It will significantly bolster 

the nation's renewable energy basket while helping offset nearly 6.4 lakh tonnes of carbon dioxide emissions every year. 

Besides producing clean energy, the project has contributed to the socio-economic development of the region by creating 

direct and indirect employment opportunities for over 40 local residents, generating sustainable livelihoods in remote 

areas of the State. 
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Centre withdrew gas supply curbs after LNG shipments, easing earlier emergency measures imposed in March to 

prioritise key sectors amid Strait of Hormuz disruption. 

The Indian government has withdrawn an order imposing curbs on gas suppliers as supply of liquefied natural gas has 

resumed from the Middle East, the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas said in a notification issued on Saturday. India 

in March invoked emergency measures to divert gas supplies from non-priority sectors to key users after the disruption 

of LNG shipments through the Strait of Hormuz. 

Earlier this month, India lowered windfall taxes on exports of diesel and aviation turbine fuel, while raising the duty on 

petrol exports. The duty on diesel exports has been cut to 8.5 rupees per litre from 14 rupees, while the aviation turbine 

fuel duty has been set at 7.5 rupees/litre, down from 12.5 rupees. The export duty on petrol has been increased to 4 

rupees per litre from 1.5 rupees to ensure domestic supply. 

Notably, the ministry said that there is no change in the current excise duty rates on petrol and diesel meant for domestic 

consumption, ensuring that local retail prices remain unaffected. 

Also, the central government has lifted restrictions on the sale of petrol and diesel from July 1. The government had 

imposed the restrictions earlier this month amid disruptions to global supply chains due to the US-Iran war. 

According to Union Oil Minister Hardeep Singh Puri, the Oil marketing companies have incurred losses of Rs 74,781 

crore after selling petrol, diesel and LPG below cost for the period up to June 30 when global crude oil prices spiked in 

the wake of the West Asia conflict. 

Puri explained that while international oil prices have eased in recent weeks, companies are still processing crude that 

was purchased at elevated rates during the peak of the West Asia crisis. 

Oil companies typically buy crude oil -- the raw material for producing fuel -- at least two months in advance. So, crude 

oil that is being processed now is essentially what was bought in April or early May when international prices were very 

high. 
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