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New Delhi: Seven candidates shortlisted for the top job at state-run Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) are likely 

to appear before a 

search-cum-selection committee this week as the government moves to choose a successor to Chairman and 

Managing Director Arun Kumar Singh, people familiar with the process said. 

The second round follows the screening of 18 applicants on August 18, after which the field was narrowed to seven. 

The shortlisted candidates include Oil India Ltd Chairman and Managing Director Ranjit Rath, 54, seen as a 

frontrunner; ONGC Videsh Ltd MD Rajarshi Gupta, 59; ONGC Director (Technology and Field Services) Vikram 

Saxena; Director (Strategy and Corporate Affairs) Satyam Kumar; OVL Director (Operations) Dulal Halder; MRPL 

Director (Finance) Devendra Kumar; and Indian Oil Corporation Director (Marketing) SP Shrivastava. 
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NAZIRA: Panic has gripped residents of Bhakat Bhajani village under Shilakuti Mouza in Sivasagar district following a 

prolonged gas leak from an ONGC pipeline passing through agricultural land in the area. 

According to local residents, gas has reportedly been escaping continuously from a ruptured pipeline for around one 

and a half months, raising serious concerns over public safety, health and damage to agricultural land. 

The affected pipeline connects the Dimowal Gas Gathering Station (GGS) with the Lakwa GGS. Residents said the 

same pipeline had developed a leak around four months ago, when gas reportedly continued to escape for several 

days, creating fear among people living nearby. 

Following the earlier incident, ONGC personnel reportedly carried out temporary repairs on the old pipeline and 

managed to stop the leakage for some time. However, residents allege that the pipeline has again ruptured at the same 

location and gas has been leaking continuously for nearly one and a half months. 

Local people claim that they have informed the ONGC authorities about the latest leakage, but no effective permanent 

remedial measures have been taken so far. Residents are also worried about the possible impact on nearby 

agricultural fields. 
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