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ओएनजीसी ने बाल भवन को प्रदान की भोतिक सुतवधाएं 

https://abitfar.com/ongc-provided-physical-facilities-to-bal-bhavan/ 

  

सीएसआर के िहि तदये कंपू्यटर, इन्वटटर, फनीचर, स्टील अलमारी, साउंड तसस्टम, संगीि वाद्य यंत्र, फोल्डंग बैंड और रजाई गदे्द 

देहरादून, सावटजतनक के्षत्र की अग्रणी ऊजाट कंपनी ऑयल एंड नेचुरल गैस कॉपोरेशन (ओएनजीसी) ने कॉपोरेट सामातजक उत्तरदातयत्व 

(सीएसआर) के िहि उत्तराखंड में तशक्षा, स्वास्थ्य, मतहला सशल्िकरण के साथ स्वच्छिा के के्षत्र में सकारात्मक सहयोग कर रही है। इसी पररपे्रक्ष्य 

में ओएनजीसी ने गैर-सरकारी संस्था गंगा फाउंडेशन के सहयोग से उत्तराखंड बाल कल्याण पररषद के द्वारा संचातलि बाल भवन रायपुर देहरादून 

को भोतिक सुतवधाएं हेिु 8 कंपू्यटर तपं्रटर एवं फनीचर, 8 स्टील अलमाररयां, साउंड तसस्टम, संगीि वाद्ययंत्र, ध्वतन तवस्तारक यंत्र, रजाई गदे्द, 

फोल्डंग बैंड, 2 स्टील के बके्स, इन्वटटर, प्रोजेक्टर एवं कायाटलय फनीचर उपलब्ध कराया है। 

बाल भवन पररसर में आयोतजि एक गररमामय समारोह के दौरान उपरोि सामग्री ओएनजीसी के महाप्रबंधक(आईआर) पवन कुमार सैनी और 

गंगा फाउंडेशन के अध्यक्ष अजय तसंह द्वारा के्षत्रीय पाषटद प्रशांि डोभाल की उपल्स्थति में बाल भवन की महासतचव श्रीमिी आशा पैनू्यली, पूवट 

वररष्ठ उपाध्यक्ष जगदीश बाबला, उपाध्यक्ष मोहन खत्री, कायाटलय सहायक वाई. एस. रावि को सौपंी गई। 

कायटक्रम में ऑनलाइन माध्यम से जुडे ओएनजीसी के प्रधान मानव संसाधन सेवाएं नीरज कुमार शमाट, इंचाजट सीएसआर तवशाल शमाट ने कहा तक 

ओएनजीसी उत्तराखंड में तशक्षा, मतहला सशल्िकरण, स्वास्थ्य के साथ साथ जनतहिाथट कायों में सकारात्मक भूतमका तनभा रहा है। कायटक्रम में 

तनदेशक (माध्यतमक तशक्षा) उत्तराखंड तवनोद तसमल्टी ने कहा ओएनजीसी की इस पहल का स्वागि तकया, उन्ोनें कहा तक तशक्षा से वंतचि बच्ो ं

को बाल भवन के माध्यम से मुख्यधारा में लाने का यह प्रयास सराहनीय है और ओएनजीसी ने भोतिक संसाधन उपलब्ध करा कर सकारात्मक 

कायट तकया। इस मौके पर महाप्रबंधक(आईआर) पवन कुमार सैनी ने कहा तक ओएनजीसी ने वषट 2003 में 75 लाख की लागि बाल भवन का 

तनमाटण कराया िातक राज्य के नौतनहालो ंको अच्छी तशक्षा के साथ व्यवहाररक ज्ञान भी तमल सके, तजसमें बाल भवन अपने उदे्दश्य को सफलिा 

पूवटक आगे बढ़ रहा है। 

इस अवसर पर पाषटद प्रशांि डोभाल ने कहा तक ओएनजीसी सामातजक सरोकार के के्षत्र में कई उले्लखनीय कायट कर रही है, इसी के पररपेक्ष में 

बाल भवन को दी गयी यह सामग्री समावेशी तशक्षा के तलए अनुकरणीय है । बाल भवन की महासतचव श्रीमिी आशा पैनू्यली ने आभार व्यि करिे 

हुए कहा तक ओएनजीसी की यह मदद से बच्ो ंको तशक्षा में साथटकिा के साथ आगे बढ़ने का मौका तमलेगा। 

इस मौके पर पूवट वररष्ठ उपाध्यक्ष एवं पयाटवरणतवद् जगदीश बाबला ने ओएनजीसी का आभार व्यि करिे हुए कहा तक बाल भवन को तमली इन 

सामग्री से गरीब और तनधटन छात्र-छात्रो ंके सवाटगीण तवकास के साथ पठन-पाठन के स्तर में गुणात्मक सुधार आएगा। इस अवसर पर ओएनजीतसयन 

एल. मोहन लखेडा ने उपल्स्थि बच्ो ंको ऊजाट के्षत्र व ओएनजीसी की कायटप्रणाली से अवगि कराया। 

इस अवसर पर गंगा फाउंडेशन के संस्थापक अध्यक्ष अजय तसंह, जगदीश बाबला, सौरभ ढौतंडयाल, जगदीश रावि, वाई एस रावि, मोहन खत्री, 

एल मोहन लखेडा, पाषटद प्रशांि डोभाल, ए.एम. सेमवाल, तकरन खंडूडी, कतविा दत्ता, तवजयलक्ष्मी रावि, सुषमा आयट, शगुफ्ता परवीन, रमेश 

खत्री आतद मौजूद रहे। 
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Experts dig 12-foot pits but fail to locate leak source as villagers report burning eyes, skin irritation 

The Assam Tribune is now on Whatsapp. Click and stay updated with the latest headlines. 

Jorhat, July 11: The underground gas leak at ONGC's Geleki oilfield in Assam's Sivasagar district entered its fifth 

consecutive day on Saturday, with the state-owned oil major yet to identify the source of the emission despite intensive 

efforts. 

The leak, first reported at Bishnupur Adarsha Gaon under Geleki, has now spread to multiple locations, raising fresh 

concerns over public safety and prompting authorities to advise residents against lighting any fire because of the escaping 

gas. 

Despite the deployment of technical experts from multiple ONGC departments, efforts to trace and contain the leak have 

so far failed to identify its source. 

"Currently, we are trying to find the source of the leak as we have several oil wells nearby. We are constantly checking 

wellheads but so far we have found no pipeline linked to the leak," an ONGC official involved in the operation said. 

The official said teams had excavated pits up to 10-12 feet deep in the affected area but were yet to locate either the 

source of the gas emission or any connected pipeline. 

"Yesterday's rainfall has posed a challenge as the pits we had dug have now filled with rainwater," the official added. 

What initially surfaced at a broiler farm owned by local resident Basanta Duara was later detected in a nearby oil pit and 

has since been observed emerging from agricultural fields, indicating that the leak has spread beyond its original location. 

"We are living in an environment filled with fear, anxiety and uncertainty. We have not been able to sleep or eat properly 

because we have been instructed not to light gas stoves or any fire," said Basanta Duara. 

He alleged that the gas was now emanating from several locations spread across nearly a kilometre from the original 

site. 

"Since the leak began, many people have experienced burning sensations in their eyes and on their skin. There has been 

no relief support or compensation so far," Duara claimed. 

The continuing leak has fuelled concerns among villagers, who questioned the delay in identifying the source despite the 

deployment of specialised technical teams. 

On Friday, the Assam Jatiyatabadi Yuva Chatra Parishad (AJYCP) demanded immediate intervention by ONGC to 

ensure the safety of local residents and protect their livelihoods, warning of a public agitation if the issue remains 

unresolved. 

Responding to concerns over health advisories and compensation, the ONGC official said the company was monitoring 

the situation. 

"The management will definitely look after public grievances," the official said. 

With the leak entering its fifth day and no indication of when it will be brought under control, uncertainty continues to grip 

Bishnupur Adarsha Gaon and neighbouring areas. 
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ONGC to develop 1.75 MMT strategic petroleum reserve at Mangaluru 
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Bilkul Bazaar  New Delhi  State-run Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) has received in-principle approval from its 

Board of 

Directors to develop a 1.75 million metric tonne (MMT) Strategic Petroleum Reserve (SPR) at Mangaluru as a project of 

national importance, in line with directives from the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas (MoPNG). 

The proposed facility will be developed as the Phase-I extension of the Mangaluru Strategic Petroleum Reserve and will 

include associated infrastructure, ONGC said in a regulatory filing. 

In addition, the Board directed the company to take up with the government the issue of broadening commercial utilisation 

opportunities for the strategic petroleum reserve, along with the necessary regulatory support. 

According to an analysis by Khaleej Times, India is stepping up efforts to strengthen its strategic petroleum reserves and 

diversify energy cooperation after the disruption caused by the blockade of the Strait of Hormuz during the Iran conflict, 

through which nearly one-fifth of the world's energy supplies pass. 

The report noted that India already permits commercial utilisation of a portion of its strategic crude storage facilities at 

Mangaluru, Padur and Visakhapatnam, which together have a storage capacity of 5.33 million metric tonnes (MMT). 

These facilities are managed by the government-owned Indian Strategic Petroleum Reserves Ltd. 

It added that Mangalore Refinery and Petrochemicals Ltd (MRPL)  an ONGC subsidiary  operates a 300,000 barrels-per-

day refinery in Mangaluru. 

Half of the existing 1.5 MMT strategic petroleum reserve at Mangaluru has been leased to MRPL, while the remaining 

capacity is leased to Abu Dhabi National Oil Company (ADNOC). 

The analysis further said that during Prime Minister Narendra Modi's visit to the UAE earlier this year, ADNOC announced 

plans to expand its crude oil storage in India to as much as 30 million barrels and also explore crude storage at Fujairah 

as part of India's strategic reserve programme. 

According to the report, India is also planning to build an additional 4 MMT strategic petroleum reserve at Chandikhol in 

Odisha and a new 2.5 MMT facility at Padur in Karnataka. ONGC has not disclosed the estimated cost or timeline for the 

proposed 1.75 MMT strategic petroleum reserve expansion at Mangaluru. 
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State-owned Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) on Friday said its board has given in-principle approval to develop 

a 1.75 million tonne strategic petroleum 

Industrial crude oil storage tanks facility 

10 July 2026 IST 

New Delhi: State-owned Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) on Friday said its board has given in-principle approval 

to develop a 1.75 million tonne strategic petroleum reserve at Mangaluru, expanding India's emergency crude oil storage 

capacity. The project, along with associated facilities, will be developed as the Phase-I extension of the Mangaluru 

strategic petroleum reserve, the company said in a stock exchange filing. Without giving financial details or the timelines 

of the project, ONGC said its board also authorised the company to engage with the central government on expanding 

commercial utilisation of the facility, subject to the required regulatory support. India's strategic petroleum reserve (SPR) 

programme was launched to strengthen the country's energy security. 
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New Delhi, July 11 (IANS) State-run Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) has received in-principle approval from its 

Board of Directors to develop 

a 1.75 million metric tonne (MMT) Strategic Petroleum Reserve (SPR) at Mangaluru as a project of national importance, 

in line with directives from the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas (MoPNG). 

The proposed facility will be developed as the Phase-I extension of the Mangaluru Strategic Petroleum Reserve and will 

include associated infrastructure, ONGC said in a regulatory filing. 

In addition, the Board directed the company to take up with the government the issue of broadening commercial utilisation 

opportunities for the strategic petroleum reserve, along with the necessary regulatory support. 

According to an analysis by Khaleej Times, India is stepping up efforts to strengthen its strategic petroleum reserves and 

diversify energy cooperation after the disruption caused by the blockade of the Strait of Hormuz during the Iran conflict, 

through which nearly one-fifth of the world's energy supplies pass. 

The report noted that India already permits commercial utilisation of a portion of its strategic crude storage facilities at 

Mangaluru, Padur and Visakhapatnam, which together have a storage capacity of 5.33 million metric tonnes (MMT). 

These facilities are managed by the government-owned Indian Strategic Petroleum Reserves Ltd. 

It added that Mangalore Refinery and Petrochemicals Ltd (MRPL) -- an ONGC subsidiary -- operates a 300,000 barrels-

per-day refinery in Mangaluru. 

Half of the existing 1.5 MMT strategic petroleum reserve at Mangaluru has been leased to MRPL, while the remaining 

capacity is leased to Abu Dhabi National Oil Company (ADNOC). 

The analysis further said that during Prime Minister Narendra Modi's visit to the UAE earlier this year, ADNOC announced 

plans to expand its crude oil storage in India to as much as 30 million barrels and also explore crude storage at Fujairah 

as part of India's strategic reserve programme. 

According to the report, India is also planning to build an additional 4 MMT strategic petroleum reserve at Chandikhol in 

Odisha and a new 2.5 MMT facility at Padur in Karnataka. ONGC has not disclosed the estimated cost or timeline for the 

proposed 1.75 MMT strategic petroleum reserve expansion at Mangaluru. 
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ONGC has approved a 1.75 MT strategic petroleum reserve in Mangaluru, expanding India's emergency oil storage 

capacity amid heightened global supply risks 

The West Asia crisis has intensified concerns over India's ability to withstand global oil supply disruptions (Photo: Reuters) 

State-run Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) has approved developing a strategic petroleum reserve (SPR) in 

Mangaluru at a capacity of 1.75 million tonnes (mt) as a project of national importance, the company said in an exchange 

filing on July 9. 

Its board of directors has also directed broad commercial utilisation at the upcoming facility, in consultation with the 

government. 

Commercial utilisation at an SPR usually involves leasing storage space and trading the commodity. 

The war in West Asia has intensified concern over India's ability to withstand disruption in global oil supply. Expansion in 

the storage capacity of SPRs is aimed at strengthening India's ability to navigate challenges in this respect. Business 

Standard has reported that India is moving ahead with a major expansion of its SPR network, with five projects planned 

-- in Chandikhol (Odisha), Bina (Madhya Pradesh), Bikaner, Mangaluru, and Padur (Karnataka). 

India operates three strategic oil storage facilities  at Mangaluru (1.5 mt), Padur (2.5 mt), and Visakhapatnam (1.33 mt). 

These rock cavern-based facilities are owned and operated by Indian Strategic Petroleum Reserves Ltd (ISPRL), a 

special-purpose company established by the government to maintain emergency crude-oil stocks, to be used during 

wars, geopolitical disruption, and major supply shocks. 

The Mangaluru SPR, developed in the first phase of India's strategic petroleum-reserve programme, is the country's first 

such facility to partner a foreign national oil company. Under an agreement signed in 2018, the United Arab Emirates' 

Abu Dhabi National Oil Company (Adnoc) leases about 0.75 mt of storage capacity in the 1.5 mt Mangaluru cavern from 

ISPRL. 

The arrangement gives Adnoc a commercial storage base close to one of its key export markets, allowing it to sell part 

of the stored crude oil to Indian refiners under commercial agreements. The pact also gives the government the right to 

access the crude oil during a national emergency, in accordance with the terms of the agreement. The model helps India 

generate revenue while ensuring that crude oil remains physically available in the country. 

While the International Energy Agency (IEA) recommends countries maintain emergency oil stocks equivalent to at least 

90 days of net imports, India has a storage capacity covering only about 9.5 days. By comparison, other Asian economies 

have built significantly larger buffers, with China holding stocks equivalent to roughly 90 days and Japan maintaining 

reserves of around 200 days. 

India has consistently lagged behind others in spending for strategic petroleum reserves. Budget documents show that 

in 2025-26, the government spent only about one-sixth the allocation for creating strategic crude-oil storage infrastructure. 

The government had allocated 5,876 crore in the FY26 Budget for strategic oil reserves, but only 1,039 crore was utilised 

during the year (based on revised estimates). In the FY27 Budget, the allocation for this has been reduced sharply to 

200 crore.  
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ONGC is going to build an oil storage facility in Mangalore. This storage place will be able to hold 1.75 million tons of oil. 

This will help India store oil in case of an emergency. 

The company says this oil storage facility will help ensure India has oil when it has trouble obtaining it from other countries. 

ONGC will ask the government whether it can use this storage facility for business purposes, if needed for the country. 

India is an oil user and imports a lot of oil from other countries. So India is working with countries like the UAE and Japan 

to make sure it has oil stored away. This is because India had trouble securing oil when issues arose in the Strait of 

Hormuz. The Strait of Hormuz is an important route for oil to be shipped. 

The government already allows some business use of the oil storage places in Mangalore, Padur and Vizag. These 

places can hold up to 5.33 million tons of oil. Indian Strategic Petroleum Reserves Ltd is responsible for these locations. 

Mangalore Refinery and Petrochemicals, which is a part of ONGC, has a refinery in Mangalore. It can process 300,000 

barrels of oil per day. This company has already rented out half of the oil storage place in Mangalore. The rest of the 

storage place is rented out to Abu Dhabi National Oil Co from the UAE. 

When Prime Minister Narendra Modi visited the UAE, Abu Dhabi National Oil Co said it wants to increase the amount of 

oil it stores in India. The company wants to store up to 30 million barrels of oil in India. The UAE is also thinking about 

storing oil in Fujairah as part of India's plan to store oil. 

India is also planning to build oil storage facilities. One will be in Chandikhol in Odisha. It will be able to hold 4 million 

metric tons of oil. Another one will be in Padur, in India, and it will be able to hold 2.5 million metric tons of oil. ONGC and 

India are working on these oil storage facilities to ensure India has oil. 
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https://www.cityairnews.com/content/ongc-to-develop-175-mmt-strategic-petroleum-reserve-at-mangaluru 

  
State-run Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) has received in-principle approval from its Board of Directors to 

develop a 1.75 million metric tonne (MMT) Strategic Petroleum Reserve (SPR) at Mangaluru as a project of national 

importance, in line with directives from the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas (MoPNG). 

New Delhi, July 11 (IANS) State-run Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) has received in-principle approval from its 

Board of Directors to develop a 1.75 million metric tonne (MMT) Strategic Petroleum Reserve (SPR) at Mangaluru as a 

project of national importance, in line with directives from the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas (MoPNG). 

The proposed facility will be developed as the Phase-I extension of the Mangaluru Strategic Petroleum Reserve and will 

include associated infrastructure, ONGC said in a regulatory filing. 

In addition, the Board directed the company to take up with the government the issue of broadening commercial utilisation 

opportunities for the strategic petroleum reserve, along with the necessary regulatory support. 

According to an analysis by Khaleej Times, India is stepping up efforts to strengthen its strategic petroleum reserves and 

diversify energy cooperation after the disruption caused by the blockade of the Strait of Hormuz during the Iran conflict, 

through which nearly one-fifth of the world's energy supplies pass. 

The report noted that India already permits commercial utilisation of a portion of its strategic crude storage facilities at 

Mangaluru, Padur and Visakhapatnam, which together have a storage capacity of 5.33 million metric tonnes (MMT). 

These facilities are managed by the government-owned Indian Strategic Petroleum Reserves Ltd. 

It added that Mangalore Refinery and Petrochemicals Ltd (MRPL) -- an ONGC subsidiary -- operates a 300,000 barrels-

per-day refinery in Mangaluru. 

Half of the existing 1.5 MMT strategic petroleum reserve at Mangaluru has been leased to MRPL, while the remaining 

capacity is leased to Abu Dhabi National Oil Company (ADNOC). 

The analysis further said that during Prime Minister Narendra Modi's visit to the UAE earlier this year, ADNOC announced 

plans to expand its crude oil storage in India to as much as 30 million barrels and also explore crude storage at Fujairah 

as part of India's strategic reserve programme. 

According to the report, India is also planning to build an additional 4 MMT strategic petroleum reserve at Chandikhol in 

Odisha and a new 2.5 MMT facility at Padur in Karnataka. ONGC has not disclosed the estimated cost or timeline for the 

proposed 1.75 MMT strategic petroleum reserve expansion at Mangaluru. 
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ONGC board approves iplan for 1.75-million-tonne strategic oil reserve at Mangaluru 
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State-owned Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) on Friday said its board has given in-principle approval to develop 

a 1.75 million tonne strategic petroleum reserve at Mangaluru, expanding India's emergency crude oil storage capacity. 

The project, along with associated facilities, will be developed as the Phase-I extension of the Mangaluru strategic 

petroleum reserve, the company said in a stock exchange filing. 

Without giving financial details or the timelines of the project, ONGC said its board also authorised the company to engage 

with the central government on expanding commercial utilisation of the facility, subject to the required regulatory support. 

India's strategic petroleum reserve (SPR) programme was launched to strengthen the country's energy security by 

maintaining emergency crude oil stockpiles that can be drawn down during supply disruptions or sharp spikes in global 

oil prices. The reserves are in addition to the operational inventories maintained by oil marketing companies and refiners. 

In the first phase of the programme, India built underground rock caverns with a combined capacity of about 5.33 million 

tonnes at Visakhapatnam in Andhra Pradesh, Mangaluru in Karnataka and Padur in Karnataka. The facilities are operated 

by Indian Strategic Petroleum Reserves Ltd (ISPRL), a special purpose vehicle under the Oil Industry Development 

Board. 

The government has also approved a second phase of the SPR programme, including the expansion of the Padur facility 

and development of a new strategic reserve at Chandikhol in Odisha, aimed at significantly increasing India's emergency 

crude storage capacity. 

India, the world's third-largest crude oil importer and consumer, imports more than 88 per cent of its crude oil 

requirements, making strategic reserves an important part of its energy security strategy amid geopolitical tensions and 

volatility in global oil markets. 
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ONGC to boost India's oil buffer as energy security gains fresh focus 

http://m.dailyhunt.in/news/india/english/the+telegraph-epaper-

thtlgrph/ongc+to+boost+indias+oil+buffer+as+energy+security+gains+fresh+focus-newsid-n719201097 

  
Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) has approved an expansion of India's strategic oil reserves, highlighting the 

Modi government's renewed push to strengthen energy resilience following the shock of the Iran war. 

The board of the country's largest oil-and-gas producer okayed the plans to add 1.75 million tonnes (about 13 million 

barrels) of capacity in Mangalore, Karnataka, to national crude reserves, according to a filing with the bourses. The 

company, however, did not disclose the cost and timeline of the project. 

When complete, the project will increase holdings managed by Indian Strategic Petroleum Reserve Ltd, the public sector 

entity that oversees the stockpiles. 

At present, ISPRL has underground caverns at three sites on the east and west coasts that total 5.33 million tonnes. In 

addition, two more sites are being built to add a further 6.5 million tonnes of space. 

India is the third largest importer and consumer of crude oil and natural gas and the near-total closure of the Strait of 

Hormuz during the Iran war triggered an energy crisis, as domestic companies were forced to look for alternatives outside 

of Persian Gulf, a major sourcing region for India. 

India's current strategic stockpiles are a fraction of its 5.2 million barrels per day refining capacity. 

The government wants reserves of crude, and liquefied natural and petroleum gas, to be large enough to meet as much 

as a month of domestic demand. To that end, the authorities have backed public-private partnerships to reduce the cost 

burden for the state, while also asking state-run producers and refiners to expand commercial reserves, and help build 

out strategic stockpiles. 

Mangalore Refinery and Petrochemicals Ltd, a subsidiary of ONGC, operates a 300,000 barrels per day refinery in 

Mangalore. It has already leased half of the 1.5 MT Mangalore SPR, while the remaining capacity is leased to Abu Dhabi 

National Oil Co of the United Arab Emirates. 

The new project is of "national importance", ONGC said in the filing on Friday, adding that it would also develop 

associated facilities at the site in accordance with directives from the ministry of petroleum and natural gas. 
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India approves plan to expand strategic oil reserves 

https://energy.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/oil-and-gas/india-approves-plan-to-expand-strategic-oil-

reserves/132324748 

  
India, the world's third-largest importer of oil and the second-largest buyer of liquefied petroleum gas, has faced major 

disruptions due to 

restrictions on the Strait of Hormuz during the conflict between the United States and Iran. 

New Delhi has previously been criticised by both the United States and Europe for its purchase of Russian oil, with critics 

arguing that it bankrolled Moscow's war against Kyiv. India's largest state-run oil and gas producer has approved plans 

to develop a 1.75 million metric tonne strategic petroleum reserve, as New Delhi seeks to bolster energy security after 

being hit hard during the West Asia war. 

India, the world's third-largest importer of oil and the second-largest buyer of liquefied petroleum gas, has faced major 

disruptions due to restrictions on the Strait of Hormuz during the conflict between the United States and Iran. 

Advt State-run Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC)in a stock exchange filing Thursday said its board of directors 

had "accorded an in-principle approval for the development of 1.75 MMT capacity strategic petroleum reserves as a 

project of national importance" in the southern Mangalore region. 

Minister of Petroleum and Natural Gas Hardeep Singh Puri told AFP last week that India was aggressively pursuing new 

avenues of domestic production. 

"We are putting fiscal resources into oil and gas exploration in a very big way -- with a $10 billion programme," he said. 

India is a modest producer in global terms. 

Domestic crude production in 2025-2026 was 25.98 million metric tonnes, according to the oil ministry. 

That meets just 10 percent of India's crude needs, equivalent to roughly 522,000 barrels per day (bpd) -- a figure well 

below its production peak of just more than 900,000 bpd in 2011. 

India survived the energy crunch by expanding its crude suppliers from 27 to 41 countries, including Iran, Venezuela, 

greater purchases from Russia and several African nations. 

New Delhi has previously been criticised by both the United States and Europe for its purchase of Russian oil, with critics 

arguing that it bankrolled Moscow's war against Kyiv. 
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ONGC Gets Nod for 1.75 MMT Oil Reserve at Mangaluru 

https://www.entrepreneuroutreach.com/industries/ongc-gets-nod-for-175-mmt-oil-reserve-at-mangaluru 

  
Article  Industries  ONGC receives in-principle approval to develop a 1.75 MMT strategic petroleum reserve at Mangaluru. 

New Delhi, July 11 (IANS) State-run Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) has received in-principle approval from its 

Board of Directors to develop a 1.75 million metric tonne (MMT) Strategic Petroleum Reserve (SPR) at Mangaluru as a 

project of national importance, in line with directives from the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas (MoPNG). 

The proposed facility will be developed as the Phase-I extension of the Mangaluru Strategic Petroleum Reserve and will 

include associated infrastructure, ONGC said in a regulatory filing. 

In addition, the Board directed the company to take up with the government the issue of broadening commercial utilisation 

opportunities for the strategic petroleum reserve, along with the necessary regulatory support. 

expand_more Read More 

According to an analysis by Khaleej Times, India is stepping up efforts to strengthen its strategic petroleum reserves and 

diversify energy cooperation after the disruption caused by the blockade of the Strait of Hormuz during the Iran conflict, 

through which nearly one-fifth of the world's energy supplies pass. 

The report noted that India already permits commercial utilisation of a portion of its strategic crude storage facilities at 

Mangaluru, Padur and Visakhapatnam, which together have a storage capacity of 5.33 million metric tonnes (MMT). 

Maruti Suzuki Commissions 1 MWh Battery Storage at Kharkhoda 

These facilities are managed by the government-owned Indian Strategic Petroleum Reserves Ltd. 

It added that Mangalore Refinery and Petrochemicals Ltd (MRPL) -- an ONGC subsidiary -- operates a 300,000 barrels-

per-day refinery in Mangaluru. 

Half of the existing 1.5 MMT strategic petroleum reserve at Mangaluru has been leased to MRPL, while the remaining 

capacity is leased to Abu Dhabi National Oil Company (ADNOC). 

The analysis further said that during Prime Minister Narendra Modi's visit to the UAE earlier this year, ADNOC announced 

plans to expand its crude oil storage in India to as much as 30 million barrels and also explore crude storage at Fujairah 

as part of India's strategic reserve programme. 

According to the report, India is also planning to build an additional 4 MMT strategic petroleum reserve at Chandikhol in 

Odisha and a new 2.5 MMT facility at Padur in Karnataka. ONGC has not disclosed the estimated cost or timeline for the 

proposed 1.75 MMT strategic petroleum reserve expansion at Mangaluru. 
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United Drilling Tools Ltd deploys premium connection casing pipes for Oil India Ltd 

https://www.equitybulls.com/category.php?id=372698 

  
United Drilling Tools Ltd. (UDTL) (BSE - 522014, NSE - UNIDT), a leading manufacturer and prominent supplier in India 

of specialized, high-technology equipment for the oil and gas sector, today announced that it has successfully supplied 

and deployed its "premium connection" casing pipes for Oil India Limited (OIL). The successful field performance marks 

UDTL's entry into the premium casing and tubing segment, a high-value part of the oilfield equipment market that has, 

until now, been served largely by a few global and domestic suppliers. 

Under a Development order from Oil India Limited, UDTL has supplied 7-inch premium production casing totalling 5,000 

metres which have been successfully installed and put to use in a gas well at Assam. Oil India is expected to issue a 

formal confirmation of the successful utilisation of the Company's premium connection technology at its fields. 

A breakthrough into premium connections 

Most oil and gas wells use casing pipes joined by standard, industry-grade threads certified to American Petroleum 

Institute (API) standards, a segment in which UDTL has been an established supplier for decades. Premium connections 

are a more advanced type metal-to-metal seal to remain completely leak-proof and gas-tight even in the most demanding 

wells, those with very high pressure, high temperature or corrosive conditions, and in deep or highly deviated wells. This 

successful deployment establishes UDTL as a proven Indian manufacturer of premium connections, moving the company 

beyond its traditional API-graded product range. 

A large and growing market 

India's premium casing and tubing market is currently valued at approximately 2,600 crore, with a regular annual 

requirement of around 1.2 lakh tonnes. About half of this demand comes from national oil companies and the balance 

from private explorers and oilfield service providers. Growing deepwater exploration and increasingly complex drilling 

conditions continue to push demand toward premium, gas-tight connections. As a domestic manufacturer, UDTL is well-

placed to meet this need in line with the Government of India's "Make in India" push for indigenous energy equipment 

and reduced import dependence. 

New doors open - with both national and private oil companies 

The successful use of UDTL's premium connections pipe and tubing in Oil India wells will open this huge market of INR 

2,600 crore to UDTL which will significantly enhance the Company's revenue and profitability by enabling it to secure a 

meaningful share of this large market. Having proven its capability with one national oil company, UDTL intends to pursue 

approvals and tenders with Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) as well. The milestone also paves the way for 

India's private exploration majors, including Vedanta (Cairn Oil & Gas), Reliance Industries, Adani and Welspun 

Exploration as well as international oilfield service providers operating in the country. 

Mr. Jyoti Kumar Singh, General Manager - Sales and Marketing, United Drilling Tools Limited said "This is a defining 

milestone for United Drilling Tools. We are proud that our premium connections have performed successfully in the field 

at Oil India, establishing us as a credible Indian manufacturer in a segment long served by a handful of global suppliers. 

This achievement opens a substantial new growth avenue for the company, across both national and private oil 

companies and, over the coming years, we believe it has the potential to add a scale of business comparable to our 

existing operations, while supporting the nation's goal of self-reliance in critical energy infrastructure." 

Shares of United Drilling Tools Limited was last trading in BSE at Rs. 228.35 as compared to the previous close of Rs. 

232.75. The total number of shares traded during the day was 781 in over 34 trades. 
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Days after ONGC 's floating jetty collapsed because of adverse weather, the public sector undertaking's officials said that 

the incident happened while the height of the pontoon jetty was being enhanced to further improve its safety. The 

executive director of ONGC Advanced Training Institute (ATI0) in a statement said that the connecting gangway remained 

unaffected and is intact. The impact was confined to a portion of the pontoon that was undergoing enhancement works 

during a period of severe adverse weather and cyclonic sea conditions, said ONGC's statement. The Betul floating jetty 

is being developed by ONGC as part of its Sagar Setu project to facilitate water-based movement. ONGC officials claimed 

that the jetty was made temporarily operational during India Energy Week (IEW) 2026 after necessary safety 

considerations. The floating jetty is located away from the mouth of river Sal, towards the ONGC ATI campus. Officials 

said an inspection was conducted by the sub-divisional magistrate and a team, and a report has been called for. ONGC 

said that it has initiated all necessary measures. The pontoon is being secured, the site has been made safe, and a 

detailed technical assessment is under way. Corrective engineering measures are being implemented, and the affected 

portion will be restored in accordance with expert recommendations, said ONGC. ONGC said that the ongoing works will 

be completed after incorporating all necessary technical measures, and the project will be fully commissioned only after 

ensuring compliance with all prescribed safety and operational standards. The Sagar Setu is an 8-m-wide floating jetty 

with elevators and a staircase, a gangway, and a top waiting lounge for VIPs. It was built to facilitate sea-route transport 

and was used during India Energy Week to ferry VIPs and delegates from resorts. 
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ONGC to develop 1.75 MMT strategic petroleum reserve at Mangaluru 

https://hiindia.com/ongc-to-develop-1-75-mmt-strategic-petroleum-reserve-at-mangaluru/ 

  
State-run Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) has received in-principle approval from its Board of Directors to 

develop a 1.75 million metric tonne (MMT) Strategic Petroleum Reserve (SPR) at Mangaluru as a project of national 

importance, in line with directives from the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas (MoPNG).The proposed facility will be 

developed as the Phase-I extension of the Mangaluru Strategic Petroleum Reserve and will include associated 

infrastructure, ONGC said in a regulatory filing.In addition, the Board directed the company to take up with the government 

the issue of broadening commercial utilisation opportunities for the strategic petroleum reserve, along with the necessary 

regulatory support.According to an analysis by Khaleej Times, India is stepping up efforts to strengthen its strategic 

petroleum reserves and diversify energy cooperation after the disruption caused by the blockade of the Strait of Hormuz 

during the Iran conflict, through which nearly one-fifth of the world's energy supplies pass.The report noted that India 

already permits commercial utilisation of a portion of its strategic crude storage facilities at Mangaluru, Padur and 

Visakhapatnam, which together have a storage capacity of 5.33 million metric tonnes (MMT).These facilities are managed 

by the government-owned Indian Strategic Petroleum Reserves Ltd.It added that Mangalore Refinery and Petrochemicals 

Ltd (MRPL)  an ONGC subsidiary  operates a 300,000 barrels-per-day refinery in Mangaluru.Half of the existing 1.5 MMT 

strategic petroleum reserve at Mangaluru has been leased to MRPL, while the remaining capacity is leased to Abu Dhabi 

National Oil Company (ADNOC).The analysis further said that during Prime Minister Narendra Modi's visit to the UAE 

earlier this year, ADNOC announced plans to expand its crude oil storage in India to as much as 30 million barrels and 

also explore crude storage at Fujairah as part of India's strategic reserve programme.According to the report, India is 

also planning to build an additional 4 MMT strategic petroleum reserve at Chandikhol in Odisha and a new 2.5 MMT 

facility at Padur in Karnataka. ONGC has not disclosed the estimated cost or timeline for the proposed 1.75 MMT strategic 

petroleum reserve expansion at Mangaluru. 
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ओएनजीसी ने सीएसआर पहल के िहि गंगा फाउंडेशन के साथ तमलकर उत्तराखंड बाल कल्याण पररषद के बाल भवन रायपुर के बच्ो ंके तलए 

आठ कंपू्यटर, तपं्रटर, फनीचर और अन्य जरूरी सामान प्रदान तकया है। इस कायटक्रम में ओएनजीसी के अतधकारी और के्षत्रीय पाषटद उपल्स्थि 

रहे। बाल भवन का तनमाटण 2003 में ओएनजीसी ने तकया था। 

देहरादून, वररष्ठ संवाददिा। ओएनजीसी ने सीएसआर पहल के िहि गंगा फाउंडेशन के सहयोग से उत्तराखंड बाल कल्याण पररषद की ओर से 

संचातलि बाल भवन रायपुर के बच्ो ंके पठन-पाठन और सवाांगीण तवकास के तलए आठ कंपू्यटर, तपं्रटर, इन्वटटर, प्रोजेक्टर, फनीचर, स्टील 

अलमाररयां, साउंड तसस्टम, संगीि वाद्ययंत्र, रजाई-गदे्द और फोल्डंग बेड तदए हैं।बाल भवन पररसर में आयोतजि समारोह में ओएनजीसी के 

महाप्रबंधक (आईआर) पवन कुमार सैनी और गंगा फाउंडेशन के अध्यक्ष अजय तसंह ने के्षत्रीय पाषटद प्रशांि डोभाल की मौजूदगी में यह सामग्री 

दी। ऑनलाइन जुडे ओएनजीसी के प्रधान मानव संसाधन सेवाएं नीरज कुमार शमाट और इंचाजट सीएसआर तवशाल शमाट ने इसे जनतहिाथट कायों 

का तहस्सा बिाया। 

माध्यतमक तशक्षा तनदेशक तवनोद तसमल्टी ने इस पहल की सराहना की। वषट 2003 में ओएनजीसी ने 75 लाख की लागि से इस बाल भवन का 

तनमाटण कराया था। कायटक्रम में एल. मोहन लखेडा ने बच्ो ंको ऊजाट के्षत्र की जानकारी दी। इस दौरान बाल भवन की महासतचव आशा पैनू्यली, 

पूवट वररष्ठ उपाध्यक्ष जगदीश बाबला, उपाध्यक्ष मोहन खत्री, कायाटलय सहायक वाईएस रावि, संजय ढौतंडयाल, जगदीश डाबला, जगदीश रावि, 

उदय गौड, ए.एम. सेमवाल, तकरन खंडूडी, तवजयलक्ष्मी रावि, सुषमा आयट, शगुफ्ता परवीन और रमेश खत्री मौजूद रहे। 
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ONGC to develop 1.75 MMT strategic petroleum reserve at Mangaluru 
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State-run Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) has received in-principle approval from its Board of Directors to 

develop a 1.75 million metric tonne (MMT) Strategic Petroleum Reserve (SPR) at Mangaluru as a project of national 

importance, in line with directives from the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas (MoPNG). 

News photo licensing 

The proposed facility will be developed as the Phase-I extension of the Mangaluru Strategic Petroleum Reserve and will 

include associated infrastructure, ONGC said in a regulatory filing. 

Government policy news 

In addition, the Board directed the company to take up with the government the issue of broadening commercial utilisation 

opportunities for the strategic petroleum reserve, along with the necessary regulatory support. 

According to an analysis by Khaleej Times, India is stepping up efforts to strengthen its strategic petroleum reserves and 

diversify energy cooperation after the disruption caused by the blockade of the Strait of Hormuz during the Iran conflict, 

through which nearly one-fifth of the world's energy supplies pass. 

The report noted that India already permits commercial utilisation of a portion of its strategic crude storage facilities at 

Mangaluru, Padur and Visakhapatnam, which together have a storage capacity of 5.33 million metric tonnes (MMT). 

These facilities are managed by the government-owned Indian Strategic Petroleum Reserves Ltd. 

It added that Mangalore Refinery and Petrochemicals Ltd (MRPL) -- an ONGC subsidiary -- operates a 300,000 barrels-

per-day refinery in Mangaluru. 

Half of the existing 1.5 MMT strategic petroleum reserve at Mangaluru has been leased to MRPL, while the remaining 

capacity is leased to Abu Dhabi National Oil Company (ADNOC). 

The analysis further said that during Prime Minister Narendra Modi's visit to the UAE earlier this year, ADNOC announced 

plans to expand its crude oil storage in India to as much as 30 million barrels and also explore crude storage at Fujairah 

as part of India's strategic reserve programme. 

According to the report, India is also planning to build an additional 4 MMT strategic petroleum reserve at Chandikhol in 

Odisha and a new 2.5 MMT facility at Padur in Karnataka. ONGC has not disclosed the estimated cost or timeline for the 

proposed 1.75 MMT strategic petroleum reserve expansion at Mangaluru. 
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ईरान युद्ध के दौरान होमुटज जलडमरूमध्य में आई बाधाओ ंसे सबक लेिे हुए भारि ने रणनीतिक िेल भंडारण क्षमिा बढ़ाने का बडा फैसला तलया 

है। नए भंडार बनने से आपूतिट संकट के समय देश की ऊजाट सुरक्षा को अतिररि मजबूिी तमलेगी। 

ईरान युद्ध के दौरान होमुटज जलडमरूमध्य में उत्पन्न व्यवधान ने वैतिक ऊजाट आपूतिट की संवेदनशीलिा को एक बार तफर उजागर कर तदया। 

इसी अनुभव से सबक लेिे हुए भारि ने अपनी रणनीतिक पेटर ोतलयम भंडारण क्षमिा बढ़ाने की तदशा में महत्वपूणट कदम उठाया है। देश की प्रमुख 

िेल एवं गैस कंपनी ओएनजीसी ने कनाटटक के मंगलूरु में 1.75 तमतलयन टन, यानी लगभग 1.3 करोड बैरल क्षमिा वाला नया रणनीतिक पेटर ोतलयम 

भंडार तवकतसि करने की योजना की घोषणा की है। इस पहल का उदे्दश्य तकसी भी अंिरराष्ट्र ीय संकट या आपूतिट बाधा की ल्स्थति में देश की 

ऊजाट आवश्यकिाओ ंको सुरतक्षि बनाए रखना है। 

मंगलूरु में बनेगा नया रणनीतिक िेल भंडार 

ओएनजीसी की योजना के िहि बनने वाला नया रणनीतिक िेल भंडार भारि की ऊजाट अवसंरचना को मजबूि करेगा। कंपनी ने संकेि तदया है 

तक इस पररयोजना को राष्ट्र ीय तहि के अनुरूप तवकतसि तकया जाएगा और इसके व्यावसातयक उपयोग की अनुमति भी कें द्र सरकार से मांगी 

जाएगी। रणनीतिक भंडार का महत्व केवल आपािकालीन पररल्स्थतियो ंिक सीतमि नही ंहै, बल्ि इससे िेल बाजार में अल्स्थरिा के दौरान भी 

देश को बेहिर प्रबंधन का तवकल्प तमलेगा। 

ओतडशा और पादुर में भी तवस्तार की िैयारी 

भारि सरकार भतवष्य की ऊजाट जरूरिो ंको ध्यान में रखिे हुए रणनीतिक भंडारण क्षमिा का व्यापक तवस्तार करने की योजना पर भी काम कर 

रही है। प्रस्तातवि योजना के िहि ओतडशा के चांदीखोल में लगभग 4 तमतलयन टन िथा कनाटटक के पादुर में 2.5 तमतलयन टन क्षमिा वाले नए 

रणनीतिक िेल भंडार तवकतसि तकए जाएंगे। इन पररयोजनाओ ंके पूरा होने के बाद भारि की कुल रणनीतिक भंडारण क्षमिा में उले्लखनीय वृल्द्ध 

होगी, तजससे आयाि पर तनभटरिा के बावजूद आपूतिट जोल्खम कम तकया जा सकेगा। 

होमुटज जलडमरूमध्य क्ो ंहै भारि के तलए अहम 

भारि दुतनया का िीसरा सबसे बडा कच्ा िेल आयािक और उपभोिा देश है। वैतिक स्तर पर पररवहन होने वाले लगभग 20 प्रतिशि कचे् 

िेल और प्राकृतिक गैस का मागट होमुटज जलडमरूमध्य से होकर गुजरिा है। ईरान युद्ध के दौरान इस समुद्री मागट में आई बाधाओ ंने अंिरराष्ट्र ीय 

बाजार में िेल आपूतिट और कीमिो ंपर असर डाला था। ऐसे में भारि ने स्पष्ट् संकेि तदया है तक भतवष्य में तकसी भी भू-राजनीतिक संकट का प्रभाव 

कम करने के तलए रणनीतिक भंडारण क्षमिा को प्राथतमकिा दी जाएगी। 

ऊजाट आत्मतनभटरिा की तदशा में मजबूि कदम 

तवशेषज्ञो ंका मानना है तक रणनीतिक पेटर ोतलयम भंडार केवल आपािकालीन ईंधन भंडारण का साधन नही,ं बल्ि राष्ट्र ीय ऊजाट सुरक्षा का महत्वपूणट 

सं्तभ हैं। इससे वैतिक बाजार में अचानक कीमिें बढ़ने, युद्ध, समुद्री मागट अवरुद्ध होने या आपूतिट बातधि होने जैसी पररल्स्थतियो ंमें देश के पास 

पयाटप्त िेल उपलब्ध रहेगा। सरकार की यह रणनीति ऊजाट आत्मतनभटरिा को मजबूि करने के साथ-साथ उद्योग, पररवहन और आम उपभोिाओ ं

के तहिो ंकी भी रक्षा करेगी। 
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The new Mangaluru facility will strengthen India's energy security and add nearly three days of crude oil storage capacity.  

Key Highlights 

ONGC will develop a 1.7 million-tonne (MT) strategic crude oil reserve in Mangaluru, Karnataka. 

The project has been approved by ONGC's board following directions from the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas. 

The new facility will add crude oil storage equivalent to nearly three days of India's oil requirement. 

India currently has 5.3 MT of strategic crude reserves across Mangaluru, Padur and Visakhapatnam under Phase-I. 

The government is also expanding strategic petroleum reserves under Phase-II with new storage facilities in Odisha and 

Karnataka. 

New Delhi: State-owned Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) has approved the development of a 1.7 million-tonne 

(MT) strategic crude oil reserve at Mangaluru in Karnataka, as India moves to strengthen its energy security against 

future global supply disruptions. 

The proposal was cleared by ONGC's board following directions from the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas. The 

company described the project as one of national importance and will also develop the associated infrastructure required 

for the storage facility. 

The new underground reserve will increase India's emergency crude oil storage capacity by nearly three days of national 

crude oil consumption. The move comes as geopolitical tensions and global energy supply uncertainties continue to 

highlight the importance of maintaining strategic petroleum reserves. 

Under Phase-I of the Strategic Petroleum Reserve (SPR) programme, India created 5.3 million tonnes of underground 

crude oil storage across Mangaluru (1.5 MT) Padur (2.5 MT) in Karnataka and Visakhapatnam (1.3 MT) in Andhra 

Pradesh. These reserves are managed by Indian Strategic Petroleum Reserve Limited (ISPRL). 

The government is also implementing Phase-II of the SPR programme, which includes an additional 6.5 million tonnes 

of storage capacity at Chandikhol in Odisha and Padur in Karnataka. 

ONGC's board has also approved a proposal to seek regulatory changes that would allow broader commercial utilisation 

of the strategic reserve while ensuring the government retains priority access during any national energy emergency. 

According to government estimates, India currently maintains crude oil, petrol and diesel stocks sufficient for around 74 

days , including approximately nine days of strategic crude reserves stored in underground facilities. 
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State-run Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) has obtained in-principle approval from its Board of Directors to 

establish a 1.75 million metric tonne (MMT) Strategic Petroleum Reserve (SPR) in Mangaluru. This project aligns with 

directives from the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas (MoPNG) and is deemed of national importance. The proposed 

facility, an extension of the Mangaluru Strategic Petroleum Reserve, will encompass necessary infrastructure, as per 

ONGC's regulatory filing. 

The Board has instructed ONGC to engage with the government regarding expanding commercial utilization opportunities 

for the strategic petroleum reserve, alongside seeking essential regulatory backing. India's efforts to fortify its strategic 

petroleum reserves and enhance energy cooperation have intensified post the disruption caused by the Strait of Hormuz 

blockade during the Iran conflict. This strategic waterway facilitates the transit of nearly one-fifth of the world's energy 

supplies. 

India presently allows commercial utilization of a segment of its strategic crude storage facilities in Mangaluru, Padur, 

and Visakhapatnam, with a combined storage capacity of 5.33 million metric tonnes (MMT). These facilities are overseen 

by the government-owned Indian Strategic Petroleum Reserves Ltd. Additionally, Mangalore Refinery and 

Petrochemicals Ltd (MRPL), an ONGC subsidiary, operates a refinery with a capacity of 300,000 barrels per day in 

Mangaluru. 

Half of the existing 1.5 MMT strategic petroleum reserve in Mangaluru has been leased to MRPL, while the remaining 

capacity is leased to Abu Dhabi National Oil Company (ADNOC). ADNOC, during Prime Minister Narendra Modi's visit 

to the UAE, announced intentions to expand its crude oil storage in India up to 30 million barrels and explore crude 

storage at Fujairah as part of India's strategic reserve program. India is also planning to construct an additional 4 MMT 

strategic petroleum reserve in Chandikhol, Odisha, and a new 2.5 MMT facility in Padur, Karnataka. ONGC has not 

disclosed the estimated cost or timeline for the proposed 1.75 MMT strategic petroleum reserve expansion in Mangaluru. 

Indian Community Editorial Team 

The Indian Community Editorial Team curates, verifies, and publishes stories that matter to Indians worldwide. From 

culture and community to business and innovation, our mission is to spotlight voices, ideas, and events that bring our 

global community closer together. 
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India's Oil and Natural Gas Corp (ONGC.NS), opens new tab will build a 1.75 million metric ton (about 13 million barrels), 

strategic petroleum reserve in Mangalore in southern India, the company said in a stock exchange filing late on Thursday. 

India, the world's third biggest oil importer and consumer, was hit hard by the blockade of the Strait of Hormuz during the 

Iran war. About a fifth of the world's energy supplies pass through the waterway. 

India is enhancing its energy cooperation with countries, including the United Arab Emirates and Japan, to strengthen its 

emergency stockpile. 

ONGC, India's top oil exploration company, would seek the federal government's permission for commercial use of the 

storage to be built in the national interest, it said in the filing. 

New Delhi already allows commercial use of a part of its strategic storage built at three locations  Mangalore, Padur and 

Vizag  in southern India to store up to 5.33 MT of crude. 

These storage facilities are managed by the government-owned Indian Strategic Petroleum Reserves Ltd. 

ONGC has not specified the cost and time for completion of the new SPR facility at Mangalore. 

India's current strategic stockpiles are a fraction of its 5.2 million barrels per day refining capacity. 

Mangalore Refinery and Petrochemicals Ltd (MRPL.NS), opens new tab, a subsidiary of ONGC, operates a 300,000 bpd 

refinery in Mangalore. It has already leased half of the 1.5 MT Mangalore SPR, while the remaining capacity is leased to 

Abu Dhabi National Oil Co. of the United Arab Emirates. 

During Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi's visit to the UAE earlier this year, ADNOC announced plans to increase 

crude oil storage in India to up to 30 million barrels. 

ADNOC also announced that the UAE would explore potential crude storage at Fujairah as part of India's strategic 

reserve. 

India also plans to build about 4 MT of strategic storage at Chandikhol in the eastern state of Odisha and a new 2.5 MT 

facility at Padur in southern India. 
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ONGC to Build 1.75 Million Tonne Strategic Petroleum Reserve in Mangalore to Boost India's Energy Security 

Mangalore: The Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) is set to strengthen India's energy security with the 

development of a new 1.75 million tonne (12.83 million barrels) Strategic Petroleum Reserve (SPR) facility at Mangalore. 

The new project will increase the total strategic petroleum storage capacity in Mangalore to 3.25 million tonnes (23.8 

million barrels), making it a significant addition to India's emergency crude oil storage infrastructure. 

ONGC announced the development through a regulatory filing on July 9, stating that the project has been classified as a 

project of national importance under the directives of the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas. 

The upcoming strategic reserve will be developed alongside the existing 1.5 million tonne underground crude oil cavern 

at Mangalore, which is operated by the Indian Strategic Petroleum Reserves Limited (ISPRL). 

With this expansion, Mangalore will become a stronger hub for strategic crude oil storage, helping India manage potential 

disruptions in global oil supplies. 

Unlike previous strategic storage projects where commercial storage infrastructure was largely developed by public sector 

oil marketing companies, ONGC will finance this new SPR facility through its own capital investment. 

Read also: ONGC Signs MoU with CUDD Pressure Control USA to Strengthen Blowout Control and Well Safety 

The development of the new reserve comes at a time when global energy markets are facing increased uncertainty due 

to geopolitical tensions and possible disruptions in crude oil supply chains. 

Strategic petroleum reserves act as a safeguard by ensuring availability of crude oil during emergencies such as: 

Recent concerns around the Strait of Hormuz, one of the world's most important oil transit routes, have further highlighted 

the need for stronger energy security mechanisms. 

India is among the world's largest crude oil importers and consumers, importing more than 88% of its crude oil 

requirements from global markets. 

To reduce vulnerability during supply shocks, the Government of India has been exploring expansion of strategic reserves 

for both: 

The objective is to maintain sufficient energy supplies for domestic requirements during major international disruptions. 

ONGC will independently finance the new Mangalore SPR project through its own investment resources. 

The company has not yet announced detailed information regarding: 

Further details are expected as the project moves forward. 

Mangalore is considered a strategically important location for petroleum storage due to its coastal connectivity and 

proximity to major energy infrastructure. 

The expansion of SPR capacity in the region will provide India with additional flexibility in managing crude oil supplies 

and strengthen the country's ability to respond to global energy challenges. 

The project is expected to play an important role in ensuring uninterrupted energy availability for India's growing economy. 

https://indianmasterminds.com/news/ongc-mangalore-strategic-petroleum-reserve-energy-security-216531/
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Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) is India's largest oil and natural gas exploration and production company. A 

Maharatna public sector enterprise , ONGC plays a key role in India's energy sector by exploring, producing and supplying 

hydrocarbons while supporting the nation's energy security goals through strategic investments and infrastructure 

development. 
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State-run Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) has received in-principle approval from its Board of Directors to 

develop a 1.75 million metric tonne (MMT) Strategic Petroleum Reserve (SPR) at Mangaluru as a project of national 

importance, in line with directives from the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas (MoPNG) 

The proposed facility will be developed as the Phase-I extension of the Mangaluru Strategic Petroleum Reserve and will 

include associated infrastructure, ONGC said in a regulatory filing. 

In addition, the Board directed the company to take up with the government the issue of broadening commercial utilisation 

opportunities for the strategic petroleum reserve, along with the necessary regulatory support. 

According to an analysis by Khaleej Times, India is stepping up efforts to strengthen its strategic petroleum reserves and 

diversify energy cooperation after the disruption caused by the blockade of the Strait of Hormuz during the Iran conflict, 

through which nearly one-fifth of the world's energy supplies pass. 

The report noted that India already permits commercial utilisation of a portion of its strategic crude storage facilities at 

Mangaluru, Padur and Visakhapatnam, which together have a storage capacity of 5.33 million metric tonnes (MMT). 

These facilities are managed by the government-owned Indian Strategic Petroleum Reserves Ltd. 

It added that Mangalore Refinery and Petrochemicals Ltd (MRPL) -- an ONGC subsidiary -- operates a 300,000 barrels-

per-day refinery in Mangaluru. 

Half of the existing 1.5 MMT strategic petroleum reserve at Mangaluru has been leased to MRPL, while the remaining 

capacity is leased to Abu Dhabi National Oil Company (ADNOC) 

The analysis further said that during Prime Minister Narendra Modi 's visit to the UAE earlier this year, ADNOC announced 

plans to expand its crude oil storage in India to as much as 30 million barrels and also explore crude storage at Fujairah 

as part of India's strategic reserve programme. 

According to the report, India is also planning to build an additional 4 MMT strategic petroleum reserve at Chandikhol in 

Odisha and a new 2.5 MMT facility at Padur in Karnataka. ONGC has not disclosed the estimated cost or timeline for the 

proposed 1.75 MMT strategic petroleum reserve expansion at Mangaluru. 
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State-run Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) has approved the development of a 1.75 million metric tonne (MMT) 

strategic petroleum reserve at Mangaluru in Karnataka, marking the first instance of the country's largest oil explorer 

funding such a facility. 

ONGC To Develop 1.75 MMT Strategic Oil Reserve In Karnataka 

The company's board has granted in-principle approval for the Phase-I expansion of the Mangaluru reserve project, along 

with associated infrastructure, in line with directions from the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas. Details regarding 

project cost and timelines have not been disclosed. 

Strengthening Energy Securit 

The move comes amid heightened geopolitical uncertainty and volatility in global oil markets, reinforcing the importance 

of strategic reserves in ensuring uninterrupted energy supply. India, the world's third-largest crude oil importer, depends 

on imports for over 88 per cent of its oil requirements. 

Strategic petroleum reserves (SPR) are maintained as emergency stockpiles to cushion against supply disruptions or 

sharp price fluctuations. 

Expansion of Existing Infrastructure 

The proposed facility will be developed as an extension of the existing strategic reserve at Mangaluru and will add 1.75 

MMT to the country's storage capacity. India currently maintains about 5.33 MMT of strategic crude storage across 

facilities at Visakhapatnam, Mangaluru and Padur, managed by Indian Strategic Petroleum Reserves Ltd (ISPRL). 

The government has also approved a second phase of expansion, including additional capacity at Padur and a new 

facility at Chandikhol in Odisha. 

Commercial Use and Partnerships 

ONGC has indicated that it will engage with the government to explore broader commercial utilisation of the facility, 

subject to regulatory approvals. The Mangaluru site already hosts crude stored by the Abu Dhabi National Oil Company 

under arrangements that allow partial commercial use while retaining strategic access. 

Outlook 

Recent global developments, including disruptions in key oil transit routes, have highlighted the vulnerability of supply 

chains for import-dependent economies. The expansion of India's strategic petroleum reserves is part of ongoing efforts 

to enhance energy security while supporting rising domestic demand. 
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Days after ONGC's floating jetty collapsed because of adverse weather, the public sector undertaking's officials said that 

the incident happened while the height of the pontoon jetty was being enhanced to further improve its safety. 

The executive director of ONGC Advanced Training Institute (ATI0) in a statement said that the connecting gangway 

remained unaffected and is intact. The impact was confined to a portion of the pontoon that was undergoing enhancement 

works during a period of severe adverse weather and cyclonic sea conditions, said ONGC's statement. 

The Betul floating jetty is being developed by ONGC as part of its Sagar Setu project to facilitate water-based movement. 

ONGC officials claimed that the jetty was made temporarily operational during India Energy Week (IEW) 2026 after 

necessary safety considerations. 

The floating jetty is located away from the mouth of river Sal, towards the ONGC ATI campus. Officials said an inspection 

was conducted by the sub-divisional magistrate and a team, and a report has been called for. 

ONGC said that it has initiated all necessary measures. The pontoon is being secured, the site has been made safe, and 

a detailed technical assessment is under way. Corrective engineering measures are being implemented, and the affected 

portion will be restored in accordance with expert recommendations, said ONGC. 

ONGC said that the ongoing works will be completed after incorporating all necessary technical measures, and the project 

will be fully commissioned only after ensuring compliance with all prescribed safety and operational standards. 

The Sagar Setu is an 8-m-wide floating jetty with elevators and a staircase, a gangway, and a top waiting lounge for VIPs. 

It was built to facilitate sea-route transport and was used during India Energy Week to ferry VIPs and delegates from 

resorts. 
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Atul Mathur  NEW DELHI: State-run Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) will develop a 1.7 million tonne (MT) 

strategic crude oil reserve 

in Mangaluru in Karnataka, as India looks to strengthen its energy security against future supply disruptions amid an 

increasingly uncertain global geopolitical situation. 

The company, in a regulatory filing, said its board met late on Thursday and approved the proposal to develop the 

strategic reserve and associated facilities as a project of national importance, following directions from the ministry of 

petroleum and natural gas. 

Under Phase-I, India developed 5.3 MT of strategic crude reserves across three underground facilities -- Mangaluru (1.5 

MT), Padur (2.5 MT) in Karnataka and Visakhapatnam (1.3 MT) in Andhra Pradesh -- to safeguard the country against 

global supply disruptions. The capacity is estimated to meet about 9.5 days of the country's crude oil requirement. The 

reserves are managed by Indian Strategic Petroleum Reserve Limited (ISPRL), a special purpose vehicle set up by the 

Centre. 

The govt is expanding the strategic petroleum reserves by adding 6.5 million tonnes (MMT) of crude oil storage in 

Chandikhol in Odisha and Padur in Karnataka under Phase-II of the ISPRL programme. The new reserve proposed by 

ONGC will add storage equivalent to nearly three days of the country's crude oil requirement. 

As per govt, India maintains crude oil, petrol and diesel stocks sufficient for nearly 74 days, including about nine days' 

worth of strategic reserves stored in underground caverns, besides stocks held at ports, refineries, pipelines, terminals 

and depots. 

The ONGC board has also asked the company to approach central govt to broaden commercial utilisation of the strategic 

reserve by seeking necessary regulatory provisions. Govt has already permitted partial commercial use of its existing 

underground strategic petroleum reserves to reduce storage costs. It, however, retains the first right to use all stored oil 

during a national energy emergency, an official said. 

Drawing lessons from the recent disruptions in energy supplies arising from the West Asia crisis, petroleum minister 

Hardeep Singh Puri earlier this month said there was a need to build more storage and that India had intensified outreach 

to bilateral partners to expand its strategic reserve capacity. 

UAE's Abu Dhabi National Oil Co (ADNOC) signed an agreement with ISPRL in May to increase its crude oil storage in 

India to 30 million barrels (about 4.1 million tonnes), from the existing 5.9 million barrels. 
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ONGC to develop 1.75 MMT strategic petroleum reserve at Mangaluru 

New Delhi: State-run Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) has received in-principle approval from its Board of 

Directors to develop a 1.75 million metric tonne (MMT) Strategic Petroleum Reserve (SPR) at Mangaluru as a project of 

national importance, in line with directives from the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas (MoPNG). 

The proposed facility will be developed as the Phase-I extension of the Mangaluru Strategic Petroleum Reserve and will 

include associated infrastructure, ONGC said in a regulatory filing. 

In addition, the Board directed the company to take up with the government the issue of broadening commercial utilisation 

opportunities for the strategic petroleum reserve, along with the necessary regulatory support. 

According to an analysis by Khaleej Times, India is stepping up efforts to strengthen its strategic petroleum reserves and 

diversify energy cooperation after the disruption caused by the blockade of the Strait of Hormuz during the Iran conflict, 

through which nearly one-fifth of the worlds energy supplies pass. 

South Asians & Diaspora 

The report noted that India already permits commercial utilisation of a portion of its strategic crude storage facilities at 

Mangaluru, Padur and Visakhapatnam, which together have a storage capacity of 5.33 million metric tonnes (MMT). 

These facilities are managed by the government-owned Indian Strategic Petroleum Reserves Ltd. 

It added that Mangalore Refinery and Petrochemicals Ltd (MRPL)  an ONGC subsidiary  operates a 300,000 barrels-per-

day refinery in Mangaluru. 

Half of the existing 1.5 MMT strategic petroleum reserve at Mangaluru has been leased to MRPL, while the remaining 

capacity is leased to Abu Dhabi National Oil Company (ADNOC). 

The analysis further said that during Prime Minister Narendra Modis visit to the UAE earlier this year, ADNOC announced 

plans to expand its crude oil storage in India to as much as 30 million barrels and also explore crude storage at Fujairah 

as part of Indias strategic reserve programme. 

According to the report, India is also planning to build an additional 4 MMT strategic petroleum reserve at Chandikhol in 

Odisha and a new 2.5 MMT facility at Padur in Karnataka. ONGC has not disclosed the estimated cost or timeline for the 

proposed 1.75 MMT strategic petroleum reserve expansion at Mangaluru. 
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State-owned Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) on Friday said its board has given in-principle approval to develop 

a 1.75 million tonne strategic petroleum reserve at Mangaluru, expanding India's emergency crude oil storage capacity. 

The project, along with associated facilities, will be developed as the Phase-I extension of the Mangaluru strategic 

petroleum reserve, the company said in a stock exchange filing. 

Without giving financial details or the timelines of the project, ONGC said its board also authorised the company to engage 

with the central government on expanding commercial utilisation of the facility, subject to the required regulatory support. 

India's strategic petroleum reserve (SPR) programme was launched to strengthen the country's energy security by 

maintaining emergency crude oil stockpiles that can be drawn down during supply disruptions or sharp spikes in global 

oil prices. The reserves are in addition to the operational inventories maintained by oil marketing companies and refiners. 

In the first phase of the programme, India built underground rock caverns with a combined capacity of about 5.33 million 

tonnes at Visakhapatnam in Andhra Pradesh, Mangaluru in Karnataka and Padur in Karnataka. The facilities are operated 

by Indian Strategic Petroleum Reserves Ltd (ISPRL), a special purpose vehicle under the Oil Industry Development 

Board. 

The government has also approved a second phase of the SPR programme, including the expansion of the Padur facility 

and development of a new strategic reserve at Chandikhol in Odisha, aimed at significantly increasing India's emergency 

crude storage capacity. 
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ONGC's plan to expand India's strategic petroleum reserves is trending across investor forums and energy-focused social 

feeds after the company disclosed a fresh build-out at Mangalore. 

What ONGC has disclosed so far 

ONGC said it will build a 1.75 million metric ton national strategic petroleum reserve at Mangalore in southern India. The 

disclosure came through a stock exchange filing, which is why it quickly drew attention in market discussions. The 

company described the project as being of national importance in the filing referenced in social posts. ONGC's board has 

given in-principle approval for development of the storage facility along with associated infrastructure. The filing also 

signals the project will be developed in line with directives from the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas. Several posts 

highlight that the project will add capacity to stockpiles overseen by Indian Strategic Petroleum Reserves Ltd (ISPRL). 

Commentary also notes that the filing did not provide a cost or timeline for completion. The key next step flagged by 

ONGC is engaging the federal government for approvals linked to how the facility may be used. 

Why Mangalore is at the centre of the plan 

The new strategic storage is planned for Mangalore, Karnataka, a location repeatedly described as strategically important 

on India's western coastline. Social chatter points out ONGC already owns land at Mangaluru, which is being cited as a 

practical advantage for execution. The new cavern is positioned as an addition to existing SPR infrastructure in the 

country. The context shared online frames the decision as part of a push to strengthen resilience after supply shocks and 

geopolitical uncertainty. In posts quoting media reports, the project is discussed as a response to the Iran war shock that 

highlighted the limits of existing reserves. The Mangalore site is also already part of India's current SPR network, which 

is why an expansion there is being tracked closely. Users are comparing the incremental capacity to the current total and 

discussing how much additional cover the new storage might provide. The central idea across posts is that Mangalore 

expands emergency crude availability on the west coast. 

Capacity impact and the barrel-equivalent being cited 

ONGC's planned facility is sized at 1.75 million metric tonnes (MMT) of crude storage capacity. Posts circulating the news 

estimate this addition equates to roughly 12.8 million barrels of storage capacity. India's existing strategic petroleum 

reserves total 5.33 MMT across three sites, according to the shared background material. Those three locations are 

Visakhapatnam at 1.33 MMT, Mangalore at 1.5 MMT, and Padur at 2.5 MMT. With ONGC's 1.75 MMT build, the current 

5.33 MMT baseline is widely being described as rising by about one-third. Some social summaries describe the post-

expansion total as about 7.08 MMT, using a simple addition to the current figure. Discussion threads also separate this 

ONGC-led build from ISPRL's second-phase expansion plans already underway. The overall focus in investor 

conversations is that the incremental storage is meaningful, but still far from the large international benchmarks that are 

sometimes referenced in posts. 

Commercial use: why government permission matters 

ONGC said it would seek the federal government's permission for commercial use of the storage to be built in national 

interest. That statement has become a focal point in discussions because it hints the cavern could be used beyond 

emergency stockpiling, subject to approvals. Several commenters interpret this as a potential avenue for revenue 

generation, but the filing itself only states permission would be sought. Media excerpts shared on social channels also 

say the investment recovery mechanism is not publicly defined yet. In that context, commercial utilisation is being viewed 

as one possible lever, but not a confirmed model. The distinction matters because strategic reserves are typically 

managed for emergency response, while commercial storage is operated for trading and supply chain needs. Posts also 

compare this project with the PPP approach used for some other planned reserves, where leasing and trading features 

are explicitly described. For ONGC's project, the public information in circulation focuses on the need for government 

approval, not on final commercial terms. Investors are therefore watching for clarity on what commercial use could mean 

in practice and how any such use would be regulated. 

https://www.multibagg.ai/market-pulse/articles/ongc-mangalore-spr-capacity-approval-cmrgotqu8006rnw0j7ptsl0sm
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Cost estimates circulating online vs what filings show 

A consistent number repeated in posts is an estimated investment of about $1.6 billion, also cited as around 15,000 crore. 

Social summaries further split this estimate into roughly 5,000 crore for construction of the underground cavern and about 

10,000 crore for crude procurement to fill it. These figures are attributed in shared content to media sourcing and to 

officials quoted by outlets such as Platts, rather than to ONGC's filing. Bloomberg-linked excerpts being circulated also 

state that the cost and timeline were not given in the filing. That gap between an official filing and widely shared cost 

estimates is a key reason the topic continues to trend. Another element debated online is whether ONGC will finance the 

build from its own balance sheet, which several posts call a first for a government-owned company in this segment. 

Commenters also note that earlier strategic storage development was not typically funded directly by upstream producers 

in the same way. The presence of multiple reported numbers, alongside the absence of a filing-level timeline, is keeping 

attention on future disclosures. The practical investor question being raised is how returns, cost recovery, and accounting 

treatment will be structured if ONGC is both builder and funder. 

India's SPR map: existing sites and planned additions 

India's strategic storage system is being discussed with renewed interest as users map how new capacity fits into the 

national network. ISPRL is the state-owned entity that oversees the stockpiles, and the ONGC project is expected to 

increase holdings managed through that system when complete. Current capacity totals 5.33 MMT across three sites, 

and two more sites are being built to add a further 6.5 MMT of space. The government has already approved around 6.5 

MMT as part of a second phase of strategic storage development, according to the shared context. That second phase 

includes a 4 MMT facility at Chandikhol in Odisha and a new 2.5 MMT facility at Padur in southern India. The ONGC-led 

Mangalore addition is being presented as incremental to this second phase, not a replacement for it. Social posts also 

mention that India is boosting energy ties with the UAE and Japan to strengthen emergency oil stockpiles, adding an 

international dimension to the domestic build-out. The table below summarises the capacity figures repeatedly cited in 

the shared material. 

How the ONGC project differs from the PPP approach 

A major comparison point online is the PPP model adopted for parts of the second phase of SPR expansion. Posts say 

the government approved a public-private partnership model in 2021 for Phase 2 expansion at Chandikhol and Padur. 

They also say Megha Engineering and Infrastructures Ltd won the mandate to build and operate the Padur facility under 

that framework. In the same material, Megha is described as having secured the contract by seeking the lowest viability 

gap funding, with the VGF capped at 60% of the project's 5,700-crore cost. Under the described PPP model, the 

developer can recover its investment by leasing capacity to the government or domestic oil companies, and by trading 

crude held in the facility with commercial freedom. Against that backdrop, ONGC's Mangalore project is being viewed as 

institutionally different because it is a government-owned producer investing its own funds. Several posts explicitly call 

ONGC the first government-owned company to invest its own funds to build out strategic stockpiles in India. The 

difference matters for investors because PPP projects have a clearer commercial framework in the shared descriptions, 

while ONGC's cost recovery is described as still unclear. This is why market conversations focus not only on the strategic 

rationale, but also on how the economics of a state-led build will be formalised. 

What investors are watching next 

The highest-frequency investor question in social discussions is how ONGC will recover or earn on a reported 15,000 

crore outlay if it builds and fills the facility. Posts sharing media sourcing say it is not yet specified whether the cavern will 

function entirely as a strategic reserve or include a commercial component. That uncertainty ties back to ONGC's 

statement that commercial use would require federal government permission. Another thread of discussion is the broader 

pace of India's SPR expansion, with posts noting that additional sites are already under development or planned under 

Phase 2. Some users also cite a government aim for reserves of crude and other fuels to be large enough to meet as 

much as a month of domestic demand, which frames the long-term direction. There is also attention on the project being 

described as a government directive, with ONGC officials quoted in shared material as studying all aspects. The absence 

of a filing-level timeline is also prompting speculation about sequencing with the Chandikhol and Padur developments. 

Separately, posts linking the move to geopolitical risk emphasise that supply disruption resilience is the primary objective, 

not near-term profitability. For markets, the practical trigger points are likely to be clearer disclosures on approvals, 

timelines, and any formal mechanism for returns or reimbursement. 
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With the Strait of Hormuz disruption exposing India's energy vulnerability, ONGC's board has greenlit a 1.75 MMT 

strategic petroleum reserve at Mangaluru  part of a sweeping national push that also includes new facilities at Chandikhol 

and Padur. The scale of the buildout, combined with ADNOC's pledge to store up to 30 million barrels in India, signals a 

structural shift in how New Delhi is approaching crude oil security. 

ONGC has received in-principle board approval to develop a 1.75 MMT Strategic Petroleum Reserve at Mangaluru as a 

national importance project. 

The facility will be the Phase-I extension of the existing Mangaluru SPR, with associated infrastructure included. 

India's current strategic reserves at Mangaluru , Padur , and Visakhapatnam total 5.33 MMT , managed by ISPRL . 

ADNOC has announced plans to expand crude storage in India to up to 30 million barrels , following PM Modi's visit to 

the UAE . 

India is also planning a 4 MMT reserve at Chandikhol, Odisha and a 2.5 MMT facility at Padur, Karnataka . 

No cost estimate or timeline for the Mangaluru expansion has been disclosed by ONGC. 

Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) has received in-principle approval from its Board of Directors to develop a 1.75 

million metric tonne (MMT) Strategic Petroleum Reserve (SPR) at Mangaluru , designating it a project of national 

importance in line with directives from the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas (MoPNG) . The move, disclosed in a 

regulatory filing on 11 July , marks a significant expansion of India's crude oil storage infrastructure at a time of heightened 

global energy uncertainty. 

What the Project Entails 

The proposed facility will be developed as the Phase-I extension of the existing Mangaluru Strategic Petroleum Reserve 

and will include all associated infrastructure, according to ONGC's filing. The Board also directed the company to engage 

with the government on broadening commercial utilisation opportunities for strategic petroleum reserves, along with the 

necessary regulatory support. No cost estimate or construction timeline has been disclosed by ONGC at this stage. 

India's Existing SPR Network 

India currently operates strategic crude storage facilities at Mangaluru Padur , and Visakhapatnam , with a combined 

capacity of 5.33 MMT . These facilities are managed by the government-owned Indian Strategic Petroleum Reserves Ltd 

(ISPRL) . The existing 1.5 MMT reserve at Mangaluru is split between Mangalore Refinery and Petrochemicals Ltd 

(MRPL)  an ONGC subsidiary operating a 300,000 barrels-per-day refinery in the city  and Abu Dhabi National Oil 

Company (ADNOC) , which leases the remaining capacity. 

The Strategic Context: Hormuz and Beyond 

India's push to expand reserves comes amid heightened awareness of supply-chain vulnerability. According to analysis 

cited in reports, the disruption caused by the blockade of the Strait of Hormuz during the Iran conflict  a chokepoint 

through which nearly one-fifth of the world's energy supplies pass  has accelerated New Delhi's efforts to strengthen its 

energy security posture and diversify cooperation partners. 

Notably, during Prime Minister Narendra Modi's visit to the UAE earlier this year, ADNOC announced plans to expand its 

crude oil storage in India to as much as 30 million barrels and explore crude storage at Fujairah as part of India's strategic 

reserve programme  signalling deepening energy ties between the two nations. 

Planned Additions to India's Reserve Capacity 

https://www.nationpress.com/international/ongc-clears-175-mmt-reserve-at-mangaluru
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Beyond the Mangaluru expansion, India is reportedly planning to build an additional 4 MMT strategic petroleum reserve 

at Chandikhol in Odisha and a new 2.5 MMT facility at Padur in Karnataka . Together, these additions would substantially 

increase the country's total strategic buffer, reducing import-dependency risk in the event of prolonged global supply 

disruptions. 

As geopolitical pressures on energy trade routes persist, India's accelerating SPR buildout reflects a broader national 

priority: securing uninterrupted crude supply for its rapidly growing refining and consumption base. The pace of regulatory 

approvals and funding allocation will be closely watched by energy analysts in the months ahead. 

Well below the IEA's 90-day benchmark. The Hormuz disruption has apparently accelerated political will, but approvals 

are not infrastructure. ONGC's silence on cost and timeline for the Mangaluru expansion is a red flag given the sector's 

history of delayed capital projects. The ADNOC partnership is strategically useful, but leasing strategic reserve space to 

a foreign national oil company raises long-term control questions that deserve public scrutiny. 

What is the 1.75 MMT strategic petroleum reserve ONGC plans to build at Mangaluru? 

Why is India expanding its strategic petroleum reserves now? 

What is India's current strategic petroleum reserve capacity? 

What role does ADNOC play in India's strategic reserves? 

What other strategic petroleum reserve projects is India planning? 

  



 

Page 50 of 75. 

Headline ONGC to develop 1.7 MT strategic oil reserve in Mangaluru 

Publication News Point Edition Online Coverage 

Published Date 11 Jul 2026 

 

ONGC to develop 1.7 MT strategic oil reserve in Mangaluru 

https://www.newspointapp.com/english/business/ongc-to-develop-17-mt-strategic-oil-reserve-in-mangaluru-

toi/articleshow/145048202fe74c06752bcb5aeb665594dedad847 

  
State-run Oil and Natural Gas Corporation ( ONGC ) will develop a 1.7 million tonne (MT) strategic crude oil reserve in 

Mangaluru in Karnataka, as India looks to strengthen its energy security against future supply disruptions amid an 

increasingly uncertain global geopolitical situation. 

The company, in a regulatory filing, said its board met late on Thursday and approved the proposal to develop the 

strategic reserve and associated facilities as a project of national importance, following directions from the ministry of 

petroleum and natural gas. 

Under Phase-I, India developed 5.3 MT of strategic crude reserves across three underground facilities -- Mangaluru (1.5 

MT), Padur (2.5 MT) in Karnataka and Visakhapatnam (1.3 MT) in Andhra Pradesh -- to safeguard the country against 

global supply disruptions. The capacity is estimated to meet about 9.5 days of the country's crude oil requirement. The 

reserves are managed by Indian Strategic Petroleum Reserve Limited (ISPRL), a special purpose vehicle set up by the 

Centre. 

The govt is expanding the strategic petroleum reserves by adding 6.5 million tonnes (MMT) of crude oil storage in 

Chandikhol in Odisha and Padur in Karnataka under Phase-II of the ISPRL programme. The new reserve proposed by 

ONGC will add storage equivalent to nearly three days of the country's crude oil requirement. 

As per govt, India maintains crude oil, petrol and diesel stocks sufficient for nearly 74 days, including about nine days' 

worth of strategic reserves stored in underground caverns, besides stocks held at ports, refineries, pipelines, terminals 

and depots. 
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Expansion boosts India's oil storage capacity  ONGC leads strategic reserve development  Investments secure energy 

futures 

Reserves enhance global market stability 

The Indian Government's Strategic Oil Reserve Expansion: What It Means for Global Energy Markets 

As the global energy landscape continues to shift, one thing is clear: oil will remain a vital component of the world's energy 

mix for years to come. But in Canada, a region that has historically been a major player in the oil and gas industry, the 

writing is on the wall  or at least it should be. According to the Canadian Energy Research Institute, by 2030, oil demand 

is expected to peak, and then rapidly decline. This raises a crucial question: what happens to oil majors like Imperial Oil 

and Suncor Energy when demand for their product begins to dwindle? The answer, in part, lies in India, where the 

government has just announced a major expansion of its strategic oil reserves with the help of state-owned Oil and 

Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC). 

The Indian government's decision to boost its strategic oil reserves is a response to rising global energy security 

concerns, particularly in the wake of the Russia-Ukraine conflict. With oil prices surging to record highs, nations are 

scrambling to ensure they have adequate supplies to meet their domestic needs. India's move is significant, not just for 

its own energy security but also for the broader impact on global oil markets. As Goldman Sachs analysts noted, India's 

strategic oil reserves expansion is a positive development for the country's energy security, and we expect it to have a 

moderating effect on global oil prices. But what exactly does this mean, and how does it fit into the broader narrative of 

the global energy transition? 

What Is Happening 

India's strategic oil reserves expansion plan involves the construction of new storage facilities, including a massive 5.6 

million tonne tank in the state of Andhra Pradesh. The facility, which is expected to be completed by 2025, will be operated 

by ONGC, India's largest oil and gas producer. The project is part of the Indian government's broader efforts to boost its 

energy security, which includes increasing domestic oil production and reducing dependence on imported fuels. 

According to the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas, India's oil imports have been rising steadily over the past decade, 

making it one of the world's largest importers of oil. By boosting its strategic oil reserves, India aims to reduce its reliance 

on external supplies and ensure a more stable energy future. 

The Core Story 

The Indian government's strategic oil reserves expansion plan is a classic example of a nation taking proactive steps to 

ensure its energy security in a rapidly changing world. The decision to partner with ONGC, a state-owned oil and gas 

producer, highlights the importance of domestic energy production in meeting the country's growing needs. As Sushil 

Kumar Shinde, former Union Minister for Power, pointed out, India's energy security is critical to its economic growth, 

and domestic oil production is a key component of that strategy. By investing in new oil storage facilities, India is not only 

diversifying its energy mix but also reducing its dependence on imported fuels. 

Why This Matters Now 

The Indian government's strategic oil reserves expansion plan is significant for several reasons. Firstly, it highlights the 

importance of energy security in a rapidly changing world. As the global energy landscape continues to shift, nations are 

scrambling to ensure they have adequate supplies to meet their domestic needs. India's move is a positive development 

for the country's energy security, and we expect it to have a moderating effect on global oil prices, according to Goldman 

Sachs analysts. Secondly, the plan demonstrates the critical role of domestic energy production in meeting the country's 
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growing needs. By partnering with ONGC, India is leveraging its domestic resources to ensure a more stable energy 

future. 

Key Forces at Play 

Several key forces are driving India's strategic oil reserves expansion plan. Firstly, the country's rapidly growing economy 

is creating an insatiable demand for energy. According to the International Energy Agency (IEA), India's energy demand 

is expected to rise by 25% by 2025, driven by growth in industries such as manufacturing and transportation. Secondly, 

the country's dependence on imported fuels is a major concern, with oil imports accounting for over 80% of India's total 

energy needs. By boosting its strategic oil reserves, India aims to reduce its reliance on external supplies and ensure a 

more stable energy future. Lastly, the plan highlights the critical role of state-owned oil and gas producers like ONGC in 

meeting the country's energy needs. 

Regional Impact 

India's strategic oil reserves expansion plan has significant regional implications. Firstly, it highlights the importance of 

energy security in a rapidly changing world, particularly in the context of the Russia-Ukraine conflict. As Morgan Stanley 

research noted, India's strategic oil reserves expansion is a positive development for the country's energy security, and 

we expect it to have a moderating effect on global oil prices. Secondly, the plan demonstrates the critical role of domestic 

energy production in meeting the country's growing needs, which is also a key priority for other nations in the region. 

Finally, the plan highlights the importance of partnerships between governments and state-owned oil and gas producers, 

which is a key trend in the global energy industry. 

What the Experts Say 

According to Sushil Kumar Shinde, former Union Minister for Power, India's energy security is critical to its economic 

growth, and domestic oil production is a key component of that strategy. Shinde noted that the Indian government's 

strategic oil reserves expansion plan is a positive development for the country's energy security, and we expect it to have 

a moderating effect on global oil prices. Ashish Chauhan, CEO of the Bombay Stock Exchange, added that the plan 

highlights the importance of energy security in a rapidly changing world, particularly in the context of the Russia-Ukraine 

conflict. 

Risks and Opportunities 

While India's strategic oil reserves expansion plan is a positive development for the country's energy security, there are 

also risks and opportunities associated with the plan. Firstly, the plan is heavily dependent on the success of ONGC's 

domestic oil production, which is facing significant challenges. Secondly, the plan assumes that global oil prices will 

remain stable, which may not be the case. Finally, the plan highlights the importance of partnerships between 

governments and state-owned oil and gas producers, which can be complex and challenging to navigate. 

What to Watch Next 

As India continues to expand its strategic oil reserves, there are several key developments to watch. Firstly, the country's 

domestic oil production is expected to play a critical role in meeting its growing energy needs. Secondly, the partnership 

between ONGC and the Indian government is a key trend in the global energy industry, highlighting the importance of 

state-owned oil and gas producers in meeting the country's energy needs. Finally, the plan's success will be closely 

watched by other nations in the region, which are also prioritizing energy security in a rapidly changing world. 
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ONGC To Develop 1.75 MMT Strategic Petroleum Reserve At Mangaluru 

https://ommcomnews.com/business-news/ongc-to-develop-1-75-mmt-strategic-petroleum-reserve-at-mangaluru/ 

  
State-run Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) has received in-principle approval from its Board of Directors to 

develop a 1.75 million metric tonne (MMT) Strategic Petroleum Reserve (SPR) at Mangaluru as a project of national 

importance, in line with directives from the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas (MoPNG). 

The proposed facility will be developed as the Phase-I extension of the Mangaluru Strategic Petroleum Reserve and will 

include associated infrastructure, ONGC said in a regulatory filing. 

In addition, the Board directed the company to take up with the government the issue of broadening commercial utilisation 

opportunities for the strategic petroleum reserve, along with the necessary regulatory support. 

According to an analysis by Khaleej Times, India is stepping up efforts to strengthen its strategic petroleum reserves and 

diversify energy cooperation after the disruption caused by the blockade of the Strait of Hormuz during the Iran conflict, 

through which nearly one-fifth of the world's energy supplies pass. 

The report noted that India already permits commercial utilisation of a portion of its strategic crude storage facilities at 

Mangaluru, Padur and Visakhapatnam, which together have a storage capacity of 5.33 million metric tonnes (MMT). 

These facilities are managed by the government-owned Indian Strategic Petroleum Reserves Ltd. 

It added that Mangalore Refinery and Petrochemicals Ltd (MRPL)  an ONGC subsidiary  operates a 300,000 barrels-per-

day refinery in Mangaluru. 

Half of the existing 1.5 MMT strategic petroleum reserve at Mangaluru has been leased to MRPL, while the remaining 

capacity is leased to Abu Dhabi National Oil Company (ADNOC). 

The analysis further said that during Prime Minister Narendra Modi's visit to the UAE earlier this year, ADNOC announced 

plans to expand its crude oil storage in India to as much as 30 million barrels and also explore crude storage at Fujairah 

as part of India's strategic reserve programme. 

According to the report, India is also planning to build an additional 4 MMT strategic petroleum reserve at Chandikhol in 

Odisha and a new 2.5 MMT facility at Padur in Karnataka. ONGC has not disclosed the estimated cost or timeline for the 

proposed 1.75 MMT strategic petroleum reserve expansion at Mangaluru. 
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ONGC Eastern Offshore Organises DGMS Workshop on Workplace Safety 

https://www.psuconnect.in/psu-news/ongc-eastern-offshore-organises-dgms-workshop-on-workplace-safety 

  
ONGC Eastern Offshore Asset organised a DGMS-led safety workshop in Kakinada to promote innovative safety 

practices and strengthen compliance with the Occupational Safety, Health and Working Conditions Code, 2020. 

Kakinada, July 11, 2026: State-owned Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) has organised a safety workshop at its 

Eastern Offshore Asset in Kakinada to promote innovative safety practices and reinforce compliance with the 

Occupational Safety, Health and Working Conditions (OSH) Code, 2020 

Held on July 10 under the aegis of the Directorate General of Mines Safety (DGMS) , the workshop brought together 

senior officials, safety experts and field personnel to strengthen workplace safety standards across ONGC's offshore 

operations. 

The programme was attended by Director of Mines Safety Ashok Kumar , senior DGMS officials, and senior executives 

and operational personnel from ONGC's Eastern Offshore Asset. 

The workshop focused on enhancing awareness of modern safety practices, regulatory compliance and continuous 

learning to create a safer working environment in the oil and gas sector. 

As part of the visit, the DGMS delegation inspected ONGC's Life of Field Services Facility Fire Safety Display-cum-

Training Centre , and the Odalarevu Onshore Terminal . The interactions provided an opportunity to review safety 

infrastructure, engage with employees and exchange best practices for improving operational safety. 

ONGC said the initiative reflects its continued commitment to fostering a strong safety culture through collaboration with 

regulatory authorities and continuous skill development. The workshop also reaffirmed the shared commitment of ONGC 

and DGMS to enhancing safety excellence across India's oil and gas industry. 

  

https://www.psuconnect.in/psu-news/ongc-eastern-offshore-organises-dgms-workshop-on-workplace-safety


 

Page 55 of 75. 

Headline ONGC to develop 1.75 MMT strategic petroleum reserve at Mangaluru 

Publication Pro Kerala Edition Online Coverage 

Published Date 11 Jul 2026 

 

ONGC to develop 1.75 MMT strategic petroleum reserve at Mangaluru 

https://www.prokerala.com/news/articles/a1786719.html 

  
State-run Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) has received in-principle approval from its Board of Directors to 

develop a 1.75 million metric tonne (MMT) Strategic Petroleum Reserve (SPR) at Mangaluru as a project of national 

importance, in line with directives from the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas (MoPNG). 

The proposed facility will be developed as the Phase-I extension of the Mangaluru Strategic Petroleum Reserve and will 

include associated infrastructure, ONGC said in a regulatory filing. 

In addition, the Board directed the company to take up with the government the issue of broadening commercial utilisation 

opportunities for the strategic petroleum reserve, along with the necessary regulatory support. 

According to an analysis by Khaleej Times, India is stepping up efforts to strengthen its strategic petroleum reserves and 

diversify energy cooperation after the disruption caused by the blockade of the Strait of Hormuz during the Iran conflict, 

through which nearly one-fifth of the world's energy supplies pass. 

The report noted that India already permits commercial utilisation of a portion of its strategic crude storage facilities at 

Mangaluru, Padur and Visakhapatnam, which together have a storage capacity of 5.33 million metric tonnes (MMT). 

These facilities are managed by the government-owned Indian Strategic Petroleum Reserves Ltd. 

It added that Mangalore Refinery and Petrochemicals Ltd (MRPL) -- an ONGC subsidiary -- operates a 300,000 barrels-

per-day refinery in Mangaluru. 

Half of the existing 1.5 MMT strategic petroleum reserve at Mangaluru has been leased to MRPL, while the remaining 

capacity is leased to Abu Dhabi National Oil Company (ADNOC). 

The analysis further said that during Prime Minister Narendra Modi's visit to the UAE earlier this year, ADNOC announced 

plans to expand its crude oil storage in India to as much as 30 million barrels and also explore crude storage at Fujairah 

as part of India's strategic reserve programme. 

According to the report, India is also planning to build an additional 4 MMT strategic petroleum reserve at Chandikhol in 

Odisha and a new 2.5 MMT facility at Padur in Karnataka. ONGC has not disclosed the estimated cost or timeline for the 

proposed 1.75 MMT strategic petroleum reserve expansion at Mangaluru. 
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supply-concerns/20260711.htm 

  
State-run Oil and Natural Gas Corporation has greenlit the development of a crucial 1.75 million tonnes strategic 

petroleum reserve in Mangaluru, a move aimed at bolstering India's energy security amidst escalating global oil supply 

concerns. 

ONGC's board has approved a 1.75 million tonnes (mt) strategic petroleum reserve in Mangaluru, designating it a project 

of national importance. 

The new facility will also explore broad commercial utilisation, including leasing storage space and commodity trading, in 

consultation with the government. 

India aims to expand its SPR network with five new projects in Chandikhol, Bina, Bikaner, Mangaluru, and Padur to 

enhance energy security. 

Despite recommendations for 90 days of net import coverage, India's current SPR capacity covers only about 9.5 days, 

significantly less than other Asian economies. 

Budgetary allocations for strategic crude oil storage infrastructure have seen a sharp reduction, with only a fraction of the 

allocated funds utilised in FY26 and a further cut in FY27. 

State-run Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) has approved developing a strategic petroleum reserve (SPR) in 

Mangaluru at a capacity of 1.75 million tonnes (mt) as a project of national importance, the company said in an exchange 

filing on July 9. 

Its board of directors has also directed broad commercial utilisation at the upcoming facility, in consultation with the 

government. 

Commercial utilisation at an SPR usually involves leasing storage space and trading the commodity. 

Strengthening India's Energy Security 

The war in West Asia has intensified concern over India's ability to withstand disruption in global oil supply. 

Expansion in the storage capacity of SPRs is aimed at strengthening India's ability to navigate challenges in this respect. 

Business Standard has reported that India is moving ahead with a major expansion of its SPR network, with five projects 

planned  in Chandikhol (Odisha), Bina (Madhya Pradesh), Bikaner, Mangaluru, and Padur (Karnataka). 

Current Strategic Reserves and International Comparisons 

India operates three strategic oil storage facilities  at Mangaluru (1.5 mt), Padur (2.5 mt), and Visakhapatnam (1.33 mt). 

These rock cavern-based facilities are owned and operated by Indian Strategic Petroleum Reserves Ltd (ISPRL), a 

special purpose company established by the government to maintain emergency crude-oil stocks, to be used during 

wars, geopolitical disruption, and major supply shocks. 

The Mangaluru SPR, developed in the first phase of India's strategic petroleum-reserve programme, is the country's first 

such facility to partner a foreign national oil company. 

Under an agreement signed in 2018, the United Arab Emirates' Abu Dhabi National Oil Company (Adnoc) leases about 

0.75 mt of storage capacity in the 1.5 mt Mangaluru cavern from ISPRL. 

The arrangement gives Adnoc a commercial storage base close to one of its key export markets, allowing it to sell part 

of the stored crude oil to Indian refiners under commercial agreements. 

https://www.rediff.com/business/report/ongc-to-develop-new-strategic-petroleum-reserve-in-mangaluru-amidst-global-supply-concerns/20260711.htm
https://www.rediff.com/business/report/ongc-to-develop-new-strategic-petroleum-reserve-in-mangaluru-amidst-global-supply-concerns/20260711.htm
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The pact also gives the government the right to access the crude oil during a national emergency, in accordance with the 

terms of the agreement. 

The model helps India generate revenue while ensuring that crude oil remains physically available in the country. 

Budgetary Allocations and Future Outlook 

While the International Energy Agency (IEA) recommends countries maintain emergency oil stocks equivalent to at least 

90 days of net imports, India has a storage capacity covering only about 9.5 days. 

By comparison, other Asian economies have built significantly larger buffers, with China holding stocks equivalent to 

roughly 90 days and Japan maintaining reserves of around 200 days. 

India has consistently lagged behind others in spending for strategic petroleum reserves. 

Budget documents show that in 2025-26, the government spent only about one-sixth the allocation for creating strategic 

crude-oil storage infrastructure. 

The government had allocated Rs 5,876 crore in the FY26 Budget for strategic oil reserves, but only Rs 1,039 crore was 

utilised during the year (based on revised estimates). 

In the FY27 Budget, the allocation for this has been reduced sharply to Rs 200 crore. 
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State-run Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) has received in-principle approval from its Board of Directors to 

develop a 1.75 million metric tonne (MMT) Strategic Petroleum Reserve (SPR) at Mangaluru as a project of national 

importance, in line with directives from the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas (MoPNG). 

The proposed facility will be developed as the Phase-I extension of the Mangaluru Strategic Petroleum Reserve and will 

include associated infrastructure, ONGC said in a regulatory filing. 

In addition, the Board directed the company to take up with the government the issue of broadening commercial utilisation 

opportunities for the strategic petroleum reserve, along with the necessary regulatory support. 

According to an analysis by Khaleej Times, India is stepping up efforts to strengthen its strategic petroleum reserves and 

diversify energy cooperation after the disruption caused by the blockade of the Strait of Hormuz during the Iran conflict, 

through which nearly one-fifth of the world's energy supplies pass. 

The report noted that India already permits commercial utilisation of a portion of its strategic crude storage facilities at 

Mangaluru, Padur and Visakhapatnam, which together have a storage capacity of 5.33 million metric tonnes (MMT). 

These facilities are managed by the government-owned Indian Strategic Petroleum Reserves Ltd. 

It added that Mangalore Refinery and Petrochemicals Ltd (MRPL) -- an ONGC subsidiary -- operates a 300,000 barrels-

per-day refinery in Mangaluru. 

Half of the existing 1.5 MMT strategic petroleum reserve at Mangaluru has been leased to MRPL, while the remaining 

capacity is leased to Abu Dhabi National Oil Company (ADNOC). 

The analysis further said that during Prime Minister Narendra Modi's visit to the UAE earlier this year, ADNOC announced 

plans to expand its crude oil storage in India to as much as 30 million barrels and also explore crude storage at Fujairah 

as part of India's strategic reserve programme. 

According to the report, India is also planning to build an additional 4 MMT strategic petroleum reserve at Chandikhol in 

Odisha and a new 2.5 MMT facility at Padur in Karnataka. ONGC has not disclosed the estimated cost or timeline for the 

proposed 1.75 MMT strategic petroleum reserve expansion at Mangaluru. 
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Cutbona federation says glare at River Sal mouth endangers fishing vessels at night 

THE GOAN NETWORKPANAJIAs Goa moves towards technology-driven traffic enforcement, vehicle owners with 

registrations issued before April 1, 2019 are being urged to install High Security Registration Plates (HSRPs).While all 

vehicles purchased on or after April 1, 2019 are fitted with HSRPs before leaving the showroom, a significant number of 

older vehicles are yet to comply with the mandatory requirement despite the program having been in place for several 

years.Government 
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State-run Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) has received in-principle approval from its Board of Directors to 

develop a 1.75 million metric tonne (MMT) Strategic Petroleum Reserve (SPR) at Mangaluru as a project of national 

importance, in line with directives from the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas (MoPNG). 

The proposed facility will be developed as the Phase-I extension of the Mangaluru Strategic Petroleum Reserve and will 

include associated infrastructure, ONGC said in a regulatory filing. 

In addition, the Board directed the company to take up with the government the issue of broadening commercial utilisation 

opportunities for the strategic petroleum reserve, along with the necessary regulatory support. 

According to an analysis by Khaleej Times, India is stepping up efforts to strengthen its strategic petroleum reserves and 

diversify energy cooperation after the disruption caused by the blockade of the Strait of Hormuz during the Iran conflict, 

through which nearly one-fifth of the world's energy supplies pass. 

The report noted that India already permits commercial utilisation of a portion of its strategic crude storage facilities at 

Mangaluru, Padur and Visakhapatnam, which together have a storage capacity of 5.33 million metric tonnes (MMT). 

These facilities are managed by the government-owned Indian Strategic Petroleum Reserves Ltd. 

It added that Mangalore Refinery and Petrochemicals Ltd (MRPL)  an ONGC subsidiary  operates a 300,000 barrels-per-

day refinery in Mangaluru. 

Half of the existing 1.5 MMT strategic petroleum reserve at Mangaluru has been leased to MRPL, while the remaining 

capacity is leased to Abu Dhabi National Oil Company (ADNOC). 

The analysis further said that during Prime Minister Narendra Modi's visit to the UAE earlier this year, ADNOC announced 

plans to expand its crude oil storage in India to as much as 30 million barrels and also explore crude storage at Fujairah 

as part of India's strategic reserve programme. 

According to the report, India is also planning to build an additional 4 MMT strategic petroleum reserve at Chandikhol in 

Odisha and a new 2.5 MMT facility at Padur in Karnataka. ONGC has not disclosed the estimated cost or timeline for the 

proposed 1.75 MMT strategic petroleum reserve expansion at Mangaluru. 
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State-run Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) has received in-principle approval from its Board of Directors to 

develop a 1.75 million metric tonne (MMT) Strategic Petroleum Reserve (SPR) at Mangaluru as a project of national 

importance, in line with directives from the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas (MoPNG). 

The proposed facility will be developed as the Phase-I extension of the Mangaluru Strategic Petroleum Reserve and will 

include associated infrastructure, ONGC said in a regulatory filing. 

In addition, the Board directed the company to take up with the government the issue of broadening commercial utilisation 

opportunities for the strategic petroleum reserve, along with the necessary regulatory support. 

According to an analysis by Khaleej Times, India is stepping up efforts to strengthen its strategic petroleum reserves and 

diversify energy cooperation after the disruption caused by the blockade of the Strait of Hormuz during the Iran conflict, 

through which nearly one-fifth of the world's energy supplies pass. 

The report noted that India already permits commercial utilisation of a portion of its strategic crude storage facilities at 

Mangaluru, Padur and Visakhapatnam, which together have a storage capacity of 5.33 million metric tonnes (MMT). 

These facilities are managed by the government-owned Indian Strategic Petroleum Reserves Ltd. 

It added that Mangalore Refinery and Petrochemicals Ltd (MRPL)  an ONGC subsidiary  operates a 300,000 barrels-per-

day refinery in Mangaluru. 

Half of the existing 1.5 MMT strategic petroleum reserve at Mangaluru has been leased to MRPL, while the remaining 

capacity is leased to Abu Dhabi National Oil Company (ADNOC). 

The analysis further said that during Prime Minister Narendra Modi's visit to the UAE earlier this year, ADNOC announced 

plans to expand its crude oil storage in India to as much as 30 million barrels and also explore crude storage at Fujairah 

as part of India's strategic reserve programme. 

According to the report, India is also planning to build an additional 4 MMT strategic petroleum reserve at Chandikhol in 

Odisha and a new 2.5 MMT facility at Padur in Karnataka. ONGC has not disclosed the estimated cost or timeline for the 

proposed 1.75 MMT strategic petroleum reserve expansion at Mangaluru. 
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ONGC board approves plan for 1.75-million-tonne strategic oil reserve at Mangaluru 
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State-owned Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) on Friday said its board has given in-principle approval to develop 

a 1.75 million tonne strategic petroleum reserve at Mangaluru, expanding India's emergency crude oil storage capacity. 

The project, along with associated facilities, will be developed as the Phase-I extension of the Mangaluru strategic 

petroleum reserve, the company said in a stock exchange filing. 

Without giving financial details or the timelines of the project, ONGC said its board also authorised the company to engage 

with the central government on expanding commercial utilisation of the facility, subject to the required regulatory support. 

India's strategic petroleum reserve (SPR) programme was launched to strengthen the country's energy security by 

maintaining emergency crude oil stockpiles that can be drawn down during supply disruptions or sharp spikes in global 

oil prices. The reserves are in addition to the operational inventories maintained by oil marketing companies and refiners. 

In the first phase of the programme, India built underground rock caverns with a combined capacity of about 5.33 million 

tonnes at Visakhapatnam in Andhra Pradesh, Mangaluru in Karnataka and Padur in Karnataka. The facilities are operated 

by Indian Strategic Petroleum Reserves Ltd (ISPRL), a special purpose vehicle under the Oil Industry Development 

Board. 

The government has also approved a second phase of the SPR programme, including the expansion of the Padur facility 

and development of a new strategic reserve at Chandikhol in Odisha, aimed at significantly increasing India's emergency 

crude storage capacity. 

India, the world's third-largest crude oil importer and consumer, imports more than 88 per cent of its crude oil 

requirements, making strategic reserves an important part of its energy security strategy amid geopolitical tensions and 

volatility in global oil markets. 
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ONGC to boost India's oil buffer as energy security gains fresh focus 

https://www.telegraphindia.com/business/ongc-to-boost-indias-oil-buffer-as-energy-security-gains-fresh-focus-

prnt/cid/2169566 

  
The board of the country's largest oil-and-gas producer okayed the plans to add 1.75 million tonnes (about 13 million 

barrels) of capacity in Mangalore, Karnataka, to national crude reserves, according to a filing with the bourses 

Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) has approved an expansion of India's strategic oil reserves, highlighting the 

Modi government's renewed push to strengthen energy resilience following the shock of the Iran war. 

The board of the country's largest oil-and-gas producer okayed the plans to add 1.75 million tonnes (about 13 million 

barrels) of capacity in Mangalore, Karnataka, to national crude reserves, according to a filing with the bourses. The 

company, however, did not disclose the cost and timeline of the project. 

When complete, the project will increase holdings managed by Indian Strategic Petroleum Reserve Ltd, the public sector 

entity that oversees the stockpiles. 

At present, ISPRL has underground caverns at three sites on the east and west coasts that total 5.33 million tonnes. In 

addition, two more sites are being built to add a further 6.5 million tonnes of space. 

India is the third largest importer and consumer of crude oil and natural gas and the near-total closure of the Strait of 

Hormuz during the Iran war triggered an energy crisis, as domestic companies were forced to look for alternatives outside 

of Persian Gulf, a major sourcing region for India. 

India's current strategic stockpiles are a fraction of its 5.2 million barrels per day refining capacity. 

The government wants reserves of crude, and liquefied natural and petroleum gas, to be large enough to meet as much 

as a month of domestic demand. To that end, the authorities have backed public-private partnerships to reduce the cost 

burden for the state, while also asking state-run producers and refiners to expand commercial reserves, and help build 

out strategic stockpiles. 

Mangalore Refinery and Petrochemicals Ltd, a subsidiary of ONGC, operates a 300,000 barrels per day refinery in 

Mangalore. It has already leased half of the 1.5 MT Mangalore SPR, while the remaining capacity is leased to Abu Dhabi 

National Oil Co of the United Arab Emirates. 

The new project is of national importance, ONGC said in the filing on Friday, adding that it would also develop associated 

facilities at the site in accordance with directives from the ministry of petroleum and natural gas. 
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raised/articleshow/132319816.cms 

  
Days after ONGC 's floating jetty collapsed because of adverse weather, the public sector undertaking's officials said that 

the incident happened while the height of the pontoon jetty was being enhanced to further improve its safety. The 

executive director of ONGC Advanced Training Institute (ATI0) in a statement said that the connecting gangway remained 

unaffected and is intact. The impact was confined to a portion of the pontoon that was undergoing enhancement works 

during a period of severe adverse weather and cyclonic sea conditions, said ONGC's statement. The Betul floating jetty 

is being developed by ONGC as part of its Sagar Setu project to facilitate water-based movement. ONGC officials claimed 

that the jetty was made temporarily operational during India Energy Week (IEW) 2026 after necessary safety 

considerations. The floating jetty is located away from the mouth of river Sal, towards the ONGC ATI campus. Officials 

said an inspection was conducted by the sub-divisional magistrate and a team, and a report has been called for. ONGC 

said that it has initiated all necessary measures. The pontoon is being secured, the site has been made safe, and a 

detailed technical assessment is under way. Corrective engineering measures are being implemented, and the affected 

portion will be restored in accordance with expert recommendations, said ONGC. ONGC said that the ongoing works will 

be completed after incorporating all necessary technical measures, and the project will be fully commissioned only after 

ensuring compliance with all prescribed safety and operational standards. The Sagar Setu is an 8-m-wide floating jetty 

with elevators and a staircase, a gangway, and a top waiting lounge for VIPs. It was built to facilitate sea-route transport 

and was used during India Energy Week to ferry VIPs and delegates from resorts. Stay updated with the latest Goa news.  
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Under Phase-I, India developed 5.3 MT of strategic crude reserves across three underground facilities -- Mangaluru (1.5 

MT), Padur (2.5 MT) in Karnataka and Visakhapatnam (1.3 MT) in Andhra Pradesh -- to safeguard the country against 

global supply disruptions. NEW DELHI: State-run Oil and Natural Gas Corporation ( ONGC ) will develop a 1.7 million 

tonne (MT) strategic crude oil reserve in Mangaluru in Karnataka, as India looks to strengthen its energy security against 

future supply disruptions amid an increasingly uncertain global geopolitical situation. The company, in a regulatory filing, 

said its board met late on Thursday and approved the proposal to develop the strategic reserve and associated facilities 

as a project of national importance, following directions from the ministry of petroleum and natural gas. Under Phase-I, 

India developed 5.3 MT of strategic crude reserves across three underground facilities -- Mangaluru (1.5 MT), Padur (2.5 

MT) in Karnataka and Visakhapatnam (1.3 MT) in Andhra Pradesh -- to safeguard the country against global supply 

disruptions. The capacity is estimated to meet about 9.5 days of the country's crude oil requirement. The reserves are 

managed by Indian Strategic Petroleum Reserve Limited (ISPRL), a special purpose vehicle set up by the Centre. The 

govt is expanding the strategic petroleum reserves by adding 6.5 million tonnes (MMT) of crude oil storage in Chandikhol 

in Odisha and Padur in Karnataka under Phase-II of the ISPRL programme. The new reserve proposed by ONGC will 

add storage equivalent to nearly three days of the country's crude oil requirement. As per govt, India maintains crude oil, 

petrol and diesel stocks sufficient for nearly 74 days, including about nine days' worth of strategic reserves stored in 

underground caverns, besides stocks held at ports, refineries, pipelines, terminals and depots. The ONGC board has 

also asked the company to approach central govt to broaden commercial utilisation of the strategic reserve by seeking 

necessary regulatory provisions. Govt has already permitted partial commercial use of its existing underground strategic 

petroleum reserves to reduce storage costs. It, however, retains the first right to use all stored oil during a national energy 

emergency, an official said. Drawing lessons from the recent disruptions in energy supplies arising from the West Asia 

crisis, petroleum minister Hardeep Singh Puri earlier this month said there was a need to build more storage and that 

India had intensified outreach to bilateral partners to expand its strategic reserve capacity. UAE's Abu Dhabi National Oil 

Co (ADNOC) signed an agreement with ISPRL in May to increase its crude oil storage in India to 30 million barrels (about 

4.1 million tonnes), from the existing 5.9 million barrels. Get the latest business news and top stories. Download the TOI 

App. 
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ONGC has received board approval to develop a 1.7 million tonne strategic crude oil reserve in Mangaluru. 

This initiative aims to strengthen India's energy security and buffer against potential global supply disruptions, with plans 

to explore commercial storage options. 

State-run Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) has received board approval to construct a 1.7 million tonne (MT) 

strategic crude oil reserve in Mangaluru, Karnataka. The project is part of a larger national effort to improve India's ability 

to withstand sudden energy supply shocks caused by geopolitical instability. By increasing the volume of oil stored within 

the country, the government aims to ensure a more stable supply chain for domestic refineries. 

Expanding National Storage Capacity 

India currently maintains 5.3 MT of strategic crude oil reserves, which are managed by the Indian Strategic Petroleum 

Reserve Limited (ISPRL). These existing facilities are located in Visakhapatnam, Mangaluru, and Padur and provide 

roughly 9.5 days of import cover based on national consumption levels. The addition of this new 1.7 MT facility will 

significantly boost the nation's total storage capacity. Furthermore, the government has already initiated a Phase-II 

expansion program, which includes developing additional underground caverns in Chandikhol and Padur to add 6.5 

million metric tonnes (MMT) of capacity. 

Commercial Use and Operational Strategy 

While these reserves are primarily for national emergency use, ONGC is looking at ways to manage the high costs of 

building and maintaining these underground storage facilities. The company's board has requested permission from the 

government to allow for partial commercial utilization of the new reserve. This model would allow for the storage of crude 

oil for third parties or for trade, which could help offset operational expenses. Similar practices have been adopted by 

ISPRL for existing facilities. Even if commercial use is permitted, the central government will maintain primary access to 

the oil in the event of an energy crisis. 

Sector Context and Partnerships 

This expansion follows a period of heightened focus on energy security, with the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas 

actively encouraging capacity growth. India has been working to build storage partnerships with international players to 

fund and stock these facilities. For example, Abu Dhabi National Oil Co (ADNOC) has entered into agreements to store 

significant volumes of crude oil in India, highlighting the country's move to leverage foreign collaboration to secure its 

energy requirements. 

Financial and Execution Monitorables 

For investors, the key monitorables will be the project's timeline and the capital spending required to complete such a 

large-scale underground infrastructure project. As ONGC invests in this expansion, stakeholders will be tracking the 

company's ability to maintain its profit margins while balancing these significant infrastructure commitments. Additionally, 

the final decision from the government regarding the proposed commercial storage model will be important, as it directly 

impacts the project's long-term financial viability and contribution to the company's balance sheet. 
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Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) has granted in-principle approval for the development of a 1.75 million metric 

tonne (MMT) Strategic Petroleum 

Reserve (SPR) at Mangaluru, marking a significant step towards enhancing India's energy security and emergency crude 

oil storage capacity. 

According to a regulatory filing, the proposed facility will be developed as the Phase-I extension of the existing Mangaluru 

Strategic Petroleum Reserve , strengthening the country's ability to manage disruptions in global crude oil supplies and 

safeguard against volatile international oil prices. 

Although ONGC has not disclosed the project's investment value or implementation timeline, the company's Board has 

authorised management to initiate discussions with the Central Government regarding the commercial utilisation of the 

reserve. The project will move forward subject to the necessary regulatory approvals and policy support. 

India's Strategic Petroleum Reserve programme is designed to maintain emergency crude oil stockpiles that can be 

utilised during geopolitical crises, supply chain disruptions, or unexpected spikes in crude oil prices. These reserves 

complement the operational inventories maintained by public and private oil marketing companies and refineries, 

ensuring uninterrupted fuel availability during emergencies. 

The expansion at Mangaluru is expected to further strengthen India's long-term energy resilience and support the 

country's growing demand for crude oil as the economy continues to expand. 

ONGC approves 1.75 MMT Strategic Petroleum Reserve expansion at Mangaluru. 

Project to be developed as Phase-I extension of the existing SPR facility. 

Aims to strengthen India's energy security and emergency crude oil storage. 

ONGC to engage with the Central Government for commercial utilisation of the reserve. 

Financial details and project completion timeline are yet to be announced. 

ONGC, Strategic Petroleum Reserve, Mangaluru SPR, crude oil storage, India energy security, oil reserves, petroleum 

sector, energy infrastructure, strategic oil reserve expansion. 
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India, the world's third-largest importer of oil and the second-largest buyer of liquefied petroleum gas, has faced major 

disruptions due to 

restrictions on the Strait of Hormuz during the conflict between the United States and Iran. 

New Delhi has previously been criticised by both the United States and Europe for its purchase of Russian oil, with critics 

arguing that it bankrolled Moscow's war against Kyiv. India's largest state-run oil and gas producer has approved plans 

to develop a 1.75 million metric tonne strategic petroleum reserve, as New Delhi seeks to bolster energy security after 

being hit hard during the West Asia war. 

India, the world's third-largest importer of oil and the second-largest buyer of liquefied petroleum gas, has faced major 

disruptions due to restrictions on the Strait of Hormuz during the conflict between the United States and Iran. 

Advt State-run Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC)in a stock exchange filing Thursday said its board of directors 

had "accorded an in-principle approval for the development of 1.75 MMT capacity strategic petroleum reserves as a 

project of national importance" in the southern Mangalore region. 

Minister of Petroleum and Natural Gas Hardeep Singh Puri told AFP last week that India was aggressively pursuing new 

avenues of domestic production. 

"We are putting fiscal resources into oil and gas exploration in a very big way -- with a $10 billion programme," he said. 

India is a modest producer in global terms. 

Domestic crude production in 2025-2026 was 25.98 million metric tonnes, according to the oil ministry. 

That meets just 10 percent of India's crude needs, equivalent to roughly 522,000 barrels per day (bpd) -- a figure well 

below its production peak of just more than 900,000 bpd in 2011. 

India survived the energy crunch by expanding its crude suppliers from 27 to 41 countries, including Iran, Venezuela, 

greater purchases from Russia and several African nations. 

New Delhi has previously been criticised by both the United States and Europe for its purchase of Russian oil, with critics 

arguing that it bankrolled Moscow's war against Kyiv. 
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The fuel is first purchased by international traders, who later sell it to Russian buyers, meaning the transactions are 

commercial in nature and not government-backed or conducted directly between companies. 

The development is notable because Russia has traditionally been a major exporter of refined petroleum products. India 

has become an unlikely source of petrol for Russia as the prolonged conflict in Ukraine continues to damage Moscow's 

refining infrastructure, forcing the energy giant to seek fuel imports despite being one of the world's largest crude oil 

producers and refiners. 

According to a Times of India report, petrol refined in India has recently reached Russia through international trading 

firms rather than direct exports by Indian refiners. The trend underscores how sanctions and the Russia-Ukraine war 

have significantly altered global petroleum trade flows. 

Advt Union Petroleum and Natural Gas Minister Hardeep Singh Puri clarified that Indian refiners are not directly supplying 

petrol to Russia. He said the fuel is first purchased by international traders, who later sell it to Russian buyers, meaning 

the transactions are commercial in nature and not government-backed or conducted directly between companies. 

The development is notable because Russia has traditionally been a major exporter of refined petroleum products. 

However, repeated attacks on its refineries have sharply reduced its ability to produce enough fuel for domestic 

consumption. 

Industry experts say sustained drone strikes and military attacks over the past year have damaged a significant share of 

Russia's refining facilities. As a result, the country's refining activity has slowed considerably, limiting its ability to convert 

crude oil into petrol and diesel. 

According to industry estimates, refinery utilisation has dropped to its lowest levels in several years, resulting in lower 

petrol output. This has led to supply shortages across parts of Russia during the peak summer demand period, forcing 

authorities to restrict fuel exports and arrange imports. 

Analysts say the damage extends beyond crude processing units to secondary refining facilities, which are essential for 

producing high-quality transport fuels. Repairing these units is taking longer because they require specialised equipment 

with extended manufacturing and delivery timelines. 

As a result, Russia has continued exporting products such as fuel oil and naphtha while facing tighter domestic supplies 

of petrol and diesel, the report noted. 

Advt Market sources said one petrol cargo loaded from Nayara Energy 's Vadinar refinery in Gujarat reached Russia 

through an indirect trading route, highlighting the increasingly complex nature of global energy trade amid sanctions. 

Nayara Energy, which processes Russian crude, has increasingly relied on international trading firms for crude 

procurement and refined product exports after European restrictions tightened on fuels produced from Russian oil. 

India's advanced refining sector enables it to manufacture petrol that meets multiple international fuel standards, including 

the Euro-5 specifications used in Russia. The country exports around 350,000-400,000 barrels of petrol per day to 

markets across North America, Africa and other regions. 

India's ability to refine discounted Russian crude into export-quality fuels has strengthened its position as a global refining 

hub. Russia's emergence as an indirect destination reflects the flexibility of India's refining industry in adapting to changing 

global demand. 

Russia is also reportedly exploring petrol imports from several countries, including Belarus, while introducing tax 

measures to encourage fuel imports until domestic refining capacity is restored. 
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According to rating agency ICRA, Russia's requirement for imported petrol is likely to continue until damaged refineries 

become operational again. However, analysts believe the current import volumes are too small to have a significant 

impact on India's overall refining industry. 

Experts also warn that geopolitical uncertainties remain high. Any tightening of sanctions on shipping firms, traders, 

insurers or financial institutions involved in Russian energy trade could disrupt existing supply routes. 

The Indian government has maintained that any Indian-origin fuel reaching Russia is supplied through international 

traders and not through direct exports by Indian refiners, a distinction that remains important as global sanctions and 

energy trade continue to evolve. 
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Fareha Naaz  Petrol and diesel prices today, 10 July: Fuel prices in India remained largely unchanged on Friday despite 

easing of oil prices after a turbulent week. 

The talks between the US and Iran have resumed and the flare-up in fighting seems subdued as the two sides work out 

to find a solution. 

Brent crude, the international benchmark, fell more than 2% on Thursday to trade around $76 a barrel as markets calmed 

after US President Donald Trump said the temporary peace deal was over, Bloomberg reported. Even though the status 

of the interim deal remains unclear, the two sides stopped short of a return to all-out war, observing some stipulations of 

their truce. 

Oil tanker transit through the Persian Gulf were severely affected and came to near halt on 9 July following the recent 

escalation despite Washington's assertion Iran does not control the Strait of Hormuz." According to head of commodities 

strategy for ING Groep NV in Singapore, Warren Patterson, tanker traffic remains above pre-MoU levels even after the 

fall in recent days. 

The market appears to be viewing the latest US-Iran tensions as a challenge to the ceasefire process rather than a 

complete collapse, Bloomberg quoted Warren Patterson as saying. He added, Reports of continued talks between 

Washington and Tehran are also helping to reassure the market that diplomacy remains the preferred path. 

Did recent fluctuation in Brent price impact petrol and diesel prices in India? 

No, there was no impact of Brent price fluctuation on petrol and diesel prices in India as state-run Oil Marketing 

Companies (OMCs) determine domestic fuel prices. OMCs continue to offer petrol and diesel at similar rates since last 

revision that occurred on 25 May. 

Check latest petrol and diesel price in your city on 10 July 

In the wake of drop in fuel prices after the signing of peace deal, Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) national convenor Arvind 

Kejriwal raised calls for reduction in fuel prices. Claiming that fuel prices should be reduced to provide relief to consumers 

from inflation, he said, "Pure petrol should be available in our country at  82 per litre; and if we switch to E20 fuel, I believe 

the price should drop even further, to around  70 per litre, compared to the  102 currently charged for E20 petrol," ANI 

reported. 

He made these demands while addressing the media in the national capital on Thursday. We can calculate diesel prices 

in the same way; diesel prices could also be reduced. If petrol and diesel prices come down, I believe it would deal a 

significant blow to inflation and provide people with much-needed relief, the AAP chief said days after Union Petroleum 

and Natural Gas Minister Hardeep Singh Puri said that OMCs may take a call on retail fuel rates if crude prices remain 

stable. 
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Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) national convenor Arvind Kejriwal on Saturday stepped up his attack on the Centre's E20 fuel 

policy, alleging that the government 

was misleading the public about the impact of ethanol-blended petrol and claiming that motorists were already 

experiencing reduced mileage and vehicle-related issues. 

Addressing reporters after visiting a petrol pump and a vehicle service station in Delhi, Kejriwal said he had sought to 

assess the situation firsthand and found widespread dissatisfaction among consumers. 

"Today, I went to a petrol pump and service station in Delhi to understand the ground reality. The government is telling 

white lies. Due to E20, vehicles are indeed facing problems. Ordinary people are very upset with ethanol. The mileage 

of almost all vehicles has decreased, and there are complaints of malfunctions," he said. 

E20             ethanol                     pic.twitter.com/ygVqeQ52Zo 

Arvind Kejriwal (@ArvindKejriwal) July 11, 2026 The remarks come amid a growing debate over the nationwide rollout of 

E20 petrolfuel blended with 20% ethanolwhich replaced the earlier E10 blend across India in 2025, five years ahead of 

the government's original target.The Centre has defended the policy, saying it will reduce dependence on imported crude 

oil, lower carbon emissions and provide greater income to sugarcane farmers through increased ethanol production. 

However, the rollout has triggered concerns among motorists, automobile experts and opposition parties over reduced 

fuel efficiency and the compatibility of older vehicles with higher ethanol blends. The controversy intensified after the 

Attorney General reportedly referred to E20 as an "experiment" during proceedings before the Supreme Court, prompting 

fresh criticism of the policy. 

Earlier this week, Kejriwal wrote to leading automobile manufacturers, including Tata Motors and Toyota Kirloskar Motor, 

demanding a written public clarification on whether E20 petrol is safe for vehicles manufactured before 2023 and whether 

consumers would be compensated in the event of mileage loss or vehicle damage. 

The former Delhi Chief Minister also accused the Centre of adopting a "dictatorship" approach after Union Petroleum and 

Natural Gas Minister Hardeep Singh Puri ruled out offering consumers the option of shifting back to lower ethanol-blended 

petrol. 

The Centre, meanwhile, has rejected allegations that E20 damages vehicles, maintaining that the policy is backed by 

extensive testing and is essential to achieving India's energy security and environmental objectives. 
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India's petrol is navigating its way to Russia via international traders rather than through direct sales channels. The 

damage to Russia's refining infrastructure has severely impacted its fuel production. This indirect trade underscores the 

ongoing shifts within the global energy market and the consequences of sanctions. 

India has emerged as an unlikely source of petrol for Russia as the prolonged conflict with Ukraine continues to disrupt 

Moscow's refining infrastructure, creating fuel shortages despite the country's position as one of the world's largest crude 

oil producers and refiners. 

Recent trade flows have indicated that petrol produced in India has reached Russia through international trading channels 

rather than through direct sales by Indian refiners, ToI reported on July 11. The development highlights how shifts in 

global energy markets and sanctions have reshaped petroleum trade routes since the outbreak of the Russia-Ukraine 

conflict. 

Union Petroleum and Natural Gas Minister Hardeep Singh Puri has clarified that Indian companies are not directly 

exporting petrol to Russia. According to the minister, any purchases involve Indian-origin fuel acquired by international 

traders before reaching Russian buyers, rather than government-backed or company-to-company supply arrangements. 

The shipments have drawn attention because Russia has traditionally been a major exporter of refined petroleum 

products. However, repeated attacks on its refining infrastructure have significantly reduced its ability to meet domestic 

fuel demand. 

Industry experts say sustained drone strikes and military action have damaged a substantial portion of Russia's refining 

capacity over the past year. The disruption has lowered refinery throughput and widened the gap between crude oil 

production and the country's ability to convert it into transportation fuels such as petrol and diesel. 

According to industry estimates, refinery utilisation in Russia has fallen to multi-year lows, resulting in a sharp decline in 

petrol production. The shortfall has led to fuel supply disruptions across several regions during the peak summer 

consumption season, prompting Moscow to curb petrol exports and look overseas for additional supplies. 

Analysts also point out that the challenge extends beyond damaged crude distillation units. Several secondary processing 

facilities, which convert intermediate products into high-value transportation fuels, have also been affected. These units 

are technically more complex and typically require specialised equipment with long manufacturing and delivery timelines, 

delaying restoration efforts. 

The disruption explains why Russia has continued exporting products such as fuel oil and naphtha while facing tighter 

domestic supplies of petrol (also known as gasoline in many markets) and diesel, ToI's report (by Smriti Jain) said. 

Reports have suggested that a cargo of petrol loaded at Nayara Energy's Vadinar refinery followed an indirect trading 

route before heading towards Russia. Market participants say such transactions illustrate the increasingly opaque nature 

of global energy trade, particularly where sanctions and shipping restrictions are involved. 

Nayara Energy, which processes Russian crude, has relied on international traders for crude procurement and refined 

product exports after European restrictions tightened on products derived from Russian oil. 

Experts say India is well positioned to meet demand for multiple petrol specifications because of its sophisticated refining 

sector. The country exports roughly 350,000-400,000 barrels of petrol a day to destinations ranging from North America 

to Africa, producing fuel that complies with varying quality standards, including Euro-5 specifications used in Russia. 

India's ability to process discounted Russian crude into refined fuels for global markets has strengthened its role as a 

major refining hub. The emergence of Russia as a potential destination, albeit through intermediary traders, reflects the 

flexibility of India's refining industry in responding to changing international demand. 
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Russia is also reported to be planning sizeable petrol imports from multiple countries, including Belarus, while introducing 

tax measures to support imported fuel as domestic production remains constrained. 

Rating agency ICRA expects Russian demand for imported petrol to persist until damaged refineries are restored. 

However, analysts believe the volumes involved remain too small to materially affect India's overall refining sector, given 

the country's large export base. 

At the same time, experts caution that geopolitical and regulatory risks remain elevated. Any expansion of sanctions 

targeting shipping companies, commodity traders, insurers or financial institutions involved in Russian energy trade could 

alter existing supply chains. 

For India, the government's position has remained consistent. Officials have maintained that any movement of Indian-

origin fuel to Russia is the result of commercial transactions undertaken by traders rather than direct exports by Indian 

refiners. That distinction is expected to remain important as global sanctions and energy trade dynamics continue to 

evolve. 
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New Delhi wants to secure the transit of crude and LPG carriers carrying 198 Indian seafarers as new attacks threaten 

the Strait of Hormuz ceasefire. 

India is considering options including holding talks with Iran in order to secure safe passage for at least nine laden tankers 

waiting in the Persian Gulf, as attacks in the waterway threaten an already fragile interim ceasefire. 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi's government is closely monitoring movement of these vessels loaded with crude oil and 

liquefied petroleum gas, people familiar with the matter said, asking not to be named because the discussions are private. 

Among other steps, the country's foreign ministry will contact Iranian authorities over the safety of Indian seafarers in the 

region, the people said, with hundreds stranded for months since the Strait of Hormuz was effectively closed. That 

includes the 198 mariners onboard the nine tankers ready to transit through the thoroughfare. 

The government is particularly concerned about crews after at least three Indian in US strikes on commercial ships in the 

Gulf of Oman in June, the people said. 

India calls upon all parties to exercise restraint, de-escalate tensions, and ensure protection of civilians as well as the 

uninterrupted flow of energy supplies and commerce, the foreign ministry said in a Wednesday. 

An interim peace agreement between the US and Iran in June temporarily increased transits through Hormuz, but those 

numbers have slowed to a trickle once again after vessels were attacked on Tuesday and the US struck targets in Iran 

overnight in retaliation. 

Underscoring the threat to the existing temporary agreement, US President Donald Trump, speaking at NATO's annual 

summit in Ankara, called peace talks a waste of time. 

Still, vessels have continued to transit through the strait on Wednesday  six vessels bound for destinations including India 

attempted to cross just hours after Tuesday's strikes. The India-flagged supertanker, Lila Vadinar, safely crossed Hormuz 

overnight after reversing course earlier from the tip of Oman's Musandam Peninsula, according to Bloomberg ship-

tracking data. 

Since the war started in late February, only about 50 India-bound vessels have transited the strait, the people said. 

Shipments remain well below normal because Indian buyers have yet to fully resume imports of crude oil, liquefied 

petroleum gas and liquefied natural gas from Middle Eastern suppliers. 

Almost 40% of India's crude imports, 60% of its LNG shipments and 90% of LPG inflows passed through Hormuz before 

the war began. 

While there are uncertainties, India is reasonably well prepared, in case the conflict escalates, Oil Minister Hardeep Singh 

Puri told NDTV in an on Wednesday evening. 
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