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Fire at ONGC installation in
Kalol brought under control

NEW DELHI: A minor fire was reported at an
ONGC installation in the Kalol Field on Thursday
morning, the company said. ONGC'’s Fire and Emer-
gency Response teams promptly responded and
extinguished the blaze.

No injuries or harm to personnel were reported.
The situation is fully under control, with normal pro-
duction operations restored, ONGC said. The com-
pany added that it remains committed to maintaining
robust safety standards and emergency-response pre-
paredness across its operational locations.
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Headline: Traffic was diverted on the highway due to fire at Gandhinagar ONGC plant
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| NOTEBOOK |

How family legacy translates into
political leadership

Reporters sometimes get a chance to see how family reputation and

standing translate to political capital over generations

M. Kalyanaraman

eporters when posted to a place
R where they know no one move in-

to a lodge, then hunt for a perma-
nent place. I did so with Velumanikam
lodge in Ramanathapuram.

As I was checking in, saying I would stay
only a few days, an older man in a white
khadi shirt and dhoti ambled in. Everyone
was watchful of him — a man of standing.
He was the owner, Veluchamy.

Veluchamy stared at me for a few se-
conds, smiled and said, “You should feel
free here.” He had sized me up already. He
gave me a top-floor room, quiet but bree-
zy; told me I could come and go as [
pleased; and made Sivagiri, an employee,
my Man Friday — a big help for a reporter.

Veluchamy was a civil contractor who
specialised in ONGC works, and the lodge
was his office. He spoke little, but when he
did, people listened. He carried respect.

This was during the 1998 Lok Sabha
elections — a busy time for a reporter. One
had to do punditry without appearing to.
Without scientific surveys, how could
merely speaking to a few random people
help? Sivagiri nudged me towards Velucha-
my, known for astute observations, and I
asked him who would win.

The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) was
then a faraway force in Tamil Nadu; it still
is. But Veluchamy, known as a Congress-
man, muttered, “BJP, BJP...”. And the BJP
did indeed come to power. It was as if Ve-
luchamy had an uncanny insight into na-
tional politics, sitting in Ramanathapu-
ram. Or was it just that he kept his ears to
the ground?

Veluchamy made me a part of things, in-
viting me to festivals at his village temple —
an honour, I was told.

A few months later, it seemed that the
BJP government might not last, given the
pressure from Jayalalithaa’s All India Anna
Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam (ATADMK).

One evening, the television was show-
ing a Hare Krishna group singing and danc-
ing on the streets of London. Veluchamy
pointed at it and said, “Minorities must be

given space.” By then the lodge felt like
home. I gave up looking for a permanent
place, and stayed until [ was posted out of
Ramanathapuram.

Thirty years later, while covering the
Assembly election, I started at my old
stomping grounds — Ramanathapuram.
Veluchamy was long dead, but his grand-
son, V. K. Rajeev, was contesting as a Tami-
laga Vettri Kazhagam (TVK) candidate.

Pre-poll surveys and most punditry
gave a clear victory to the Dravida Munne-
tra Kazhagam (DMK). But outside Rama-
nathapuram where the sizeable Muslim
vote seemed solidly behind the DMK, near-
ly every person I met, barring older folk,
said that the TVK would win. Unwilling to
depend on just anecdotal reportage, I, ho-
wever, merely said that TVK President Vi-
jay was on a roll, in my report.

I recently dropped by Mr. Rajeev’s office
at Fort St. George. Veluchamy’s grandson
had won and was now Minister for Envi-
ronment and Climate Change. He said that
after Veluchamy’s death in 2011, his family
kept the body for two and a half days, as
people thronged to pay their respects. He
had been kind to all, and helped them of-
ten without his family knowing.

Mr. Rajeev said his grandfather had 18
grandchildren, 10 of whom became doc-
tors — he himself among them. Veluchamy
respected doctors, and wanted his grand-
children to reach that stature. “He was so
good at judging people that he kept only
the good-hearted near him,” he recalls.

The Minister talks of his plans — enforc-
ing the plastic ban; source segregation of
municipal waste; climate awareness and
the like. Did he predict his own win? He
says he did because he was contesting on
his family’s good name.

Veluchamy is a study in how a family le-
gacy forms, and how political leadership
springs from it. Would Veluchamy have
predicted TVK’s win? I could picture him
muttering: “Vijay, Vijay...”

Mr. Rajeev maintains an office at the Ve-
lumanikam lodge that still stands.

ok Y Ko S
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Exploring options

Strategic reserves must complement oil exploration

(which imports nearly 90 per cent of its crude

needs) has of late unveiled a slew of policy
steps to reduce its oil import bill; this could touch $170
billion this fiscal, assuming a price of $85 a barrel this
year. On the supply side, the Centre has unveiled an
ambitious plan for State support in exploration,
namely, Samudra Manthan.

R attled by the war-induced oil shock, India

Under its ¥84,000 crore outlay for Samudra

Manthan over five years, the Centre will

N, support half the cost of drilling deepwater
exploration wells, given that hydrocarbon
exploration has a long-gestation period —
with the period from exploration to
commercial production taking five to 10 years.
The scheme primarily comprises acquisition
and processing of offshore seismic data
(X28,534 crore); drilling of 60 deepwater
exploration wells (343,200 crore). This comes
in the wake of considerable activity in the
sector. According to Petroleum Minister
Hardeep Puri, 172 exploration blocks covering
nearly 3.8 lakh km have been awarded under
the Open Acreage Licensing Policy over a
decade, with committed investments
exceeding $4.3 billion. He said that in FY26,
about 674 wells were drilled, few new
discoveries made and seven discoveries
monetised.

Meanwhile, some reports by the House
committee on Petroleum and Natural Gas
have dived into this issue. They have raised the
need to step up investments in new fields, in
the wake of declining returns from ageing
ones, which account for nearly three quarters
of domestic output. In doing so, they have
pointed torising capex and declining
domestic output — a drop from 34.2 million
tonnes in FY19 to 28.7 million tonnes in FY25.
In the context of the latest investment push,
the committee looking into this issue rightly
calls for “clearly defined performance
benchmarks, periodic evaluation and
accountability mechanisms”. The need to
spend this huge order of public money
sensibly cannot be overstated, given India’s
experiences in this regard — with respect to

T the Krishna-Godavari basin, where either the
reserves or the costs of extracting them were
not correctly estimated beforehand. A
2012-13 CAG report is instructive here. Ithas
observed that ONGC'’s processes at that time
were far from efficient. “Cost overrruns and
shortfalls in survey and drilling targets were
noted,” it observes. There were delays in
hiring and mobilisation of rigs. While the
contractual arrangements have changed, this
experience remains relevant.

Meanwhile, another House panel report
suggests increasing the level of strategic
storage fromabout 75 days of supplies
(including 65 days’ stock with oil marketing
companies) to 90 days. Strategic petroleum
reserves, at 5.5 million tonnes are enough for
justabout 10 days. The Centre has, according
to the report, not laid aside sufficient funds for
new storage centres. Earmarking resources
for storage is likely to be more effective than
spending large sums on prospecting and
explorationalone.
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TWENTY YEARS AGO TODAY.
August 14,2006

Pesticide residue: Indian grapes pass UK test

Indian grapes being exported to the European countries have got a clean chit.
Pesticides Safety Directorate (PSD), a UK agency, has come out with a finding
which says none of the retail samples of Indian grapes consignment tested for
pesticide residue had been detected with level above the norms set by the
European Union.

Sahara seeks insurance cover against match cancellation
The overcast sky in Sri Lanka has prompted Sahara, the sponsor of the Indian
cricket team, to scurry for cover. The threat of rains washing out the Unitech
tri-series being played between India, Sri Lanka and South Africa from August
14 to 29 has pushed the Indian team sponsor to seek proposals for insurance
against event cancellation.

Hazira: ONGC may resume output on Aug 18

Oil and Natural Gas Corporation is expecting to resume gas production on
August 18, while Krishak Bharati Co-operative Ltd (Kribhco) hopes to follow
suit by month-end, officials said today after inspecting the losses the two
major facilities suffered due to last week’s floods from the Tapi river.
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A fire that broke out at an Oil and Natural Gas
Corporation installation in Gujarat on Thursday
was brought under control, with no injuries
reported, the state-run energy company said.
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GUJARAT

A fire that broke out at an Oil and Natural Gas
Corporation installation in Gujarat on Thursday
was brought under control, with no injuries
reported, the state-run energy company said.
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Fire incident at ONGC
installation in Kalol Field
brought under control

A minor fire incident was reported 3ﬂ~ea-3ﬂ ﬁ

this morning at one of ONGC's
installations in the Kalol Field.
ONGC's Fire and Emergency
Response teams responded
immediately and successfully

extinguished the fire.

No injury or harm to any 0 n G C
personnel has been reported. The
situation is fully under control,
and normal production operations have been completely
restored. ONGC places the highest priority on the safety of
its personnel, assets and neighbouring communities. The
Corporation remains committed to maintaining robust safety
standards and emergency-response preparedness across all
its operational locations. (PNS)
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ONGC Chairman & CEO Arun Kumar called on Assam CM Himanta
Biswa Sarma in Guwahati and committed ¥25 crore towards Assam
floods (5 crore to the Chief Minister's Relief Fund and Z20 crore to help
rebuild over 700 flood-affected schools, with nearly Z3 lakh per school)
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Headline: Fire at ONGC's Kalol plant brought under control; no casualties
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Hindustan Urvarak looks to
chart next phase of growth

SANJEEB MUKHERJEE
New Delhi, 13 August

Hindustan Urvarak and Rasayan
Limited (HURL), a joint venture of
state-run NTPC, Indian Oil, Coal India,
Fertilizer Corporation of India Limited
(FCIL), and Hindustan Fertilizer Cor-
poration Limited (HFCL), incorpor-
ated in 2016, is charting plans for its
next phase of growth by examiningthe
feasibility of green urea and coal gasifi-
cation projects, sources said.

Sources said the company, which
has emerged as one of India’s signifi-
cantplayersin fertilisermanufacturing
over the years, is exploring the possibil-
ity of producing ammonium sulphate
at its Barauni unit using surplus
ammonia produced at the plant, and
NPK fertiliser at its Sindri unit using
surplus ammonia. A feasibility study
of the proposals s being prepared fol-
lowing which they will be sent for
further review, sources said.

Ammoniumsulphate is fast emerg-
ingasanaffordable alternative tourea,
particularlyintimesof crisiswhen urea
supplies get scarce, like during the
West Asia crisis.

While urea contains 46 per cent
nitrogen, ammonium sulphate con-
tains 21 per cent nitrogen and 24 per
cent sulphur. Some experts said that
as nitrogen content is less in
ammonium sulphate compared to
urea, itrequires more application than
conventional urea.

Last year in the rabi season, the
Central government brought
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ammonium sulphate under the
nutrient-based subsidy (NBS) mechan-
ism that would make it affordable for
farmers. Ammonium sulphate is con-
sidered a healthier soil nutrient as it
releases nitrogen slowly intothe soil as
compared tourea.

The second plant chemical that
HURL has proposed to manufacture is
NPK, which initsvarious grades is con-
sidered a much healthier option than
conventional urea and DAP as it gives
balanced nutrition to the soil. NPK is
outside the NBS mechanism partially,
and companies are free to price their
bag of NPK based on market dynamics.

Thethree lead promoter companies
of HURL— CIL,NTPC,and IOCL —are
amongst the top Maharatna Public-
Sector Undertakings, belonging to the
ministries of coal, power, and oil and
natural gas.
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ECONOMY

INDIA SEEKS MORE
USLPGTO CUT
RELIANCE ON US

3 STATE-
2% | OWNED
REFINERS

| arein talks to
secure more
US liquefied
petroleum gas under
annual contracts for next
year as the world's
biggest consumer of the
cooking fuel seeks to
diversify imports,

reports Bloomberg.
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India seeks more US LPG
to cut West Asia reliance

RAKESH SHARMA
& NICHOLAS LUA
August 13

STATE-OWNED REFINERS ARE
in talks to secure more US lig-
uefied petroleum gas under
annual contracts for nextyear
as the world’s biggest con-
sumer of the cooking fuel
seeks to diversify imports.

The government has asked
Indian Oil, Bharat Petroleum
and Hindustan Petroleum to
source at least 15% of the
country’s 2027 LPG imports
through US term contracts,
according to people familiar
with the matter.

The country arranged its
first ever US term supplies ear-
lier thisyear, contractingabout
2.2 million tonnes, or 10% of
its total inbound shipments.

Executives from the three
companies are in the US to
negotiate LPG supply deals,
the people said, asking not to
be named because the discus-
sions are private.

The move will help India
widen its supply pool and
narrow its trade surplus with
the US as New Delhi pursues
atrade deal with Washington.

The push to reduce
reliance on West Asia, which
previously accounted for
more than 90% of India’s
LPG imports, follows acute
shortages as the war in Iran
disrupted flows through the

FUEL DIPLOMACY

West Asia grip on supplies has weakened due to the war

25 | (Values in million tonne)

2021 2022 2023

W UAE W Qatar W SaudiArabia

Kuwait M US M Others
Note: LPG imports for 2026
are year-to-date
Source: Kpler; Bloomberg

Strait of Hormuz.

The US has already
emerged as the country’s top
supplier of the oil product,
with shipments reaching a
record 3.9 million tonnes this
year through August.

The state refiners plan to
jointly issue a tender for US
LPG after assessing potential
suppliers and offers, the
people said.

Oil ministry, and spokes-
people for the three compa-
nies didn’timmediately reply
to emails seeking comments.

The Trump administra-
tion has repeatedly sought to
boost energy exports to India,

2024 2025 2026

one of the world’s largest oil
and gas importers.

Trade talks between
Washington and New Delhi
have dragged on since last
yearwithout a deal.

Meanwhile, the impasse
over Hormuz and stalled US-
Iran talks remain a threat to
India’s cooking-gas supplies.

LPG consumption plunged
more than 16% year-on-year
to 2.35 million tonnes last
month, as shortages pushed
households and industries
towards piped natural gasand
more polluting fuels such as
biomass and kerosene.

—BLOOMBERG
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FOLLOWING APPROVAL OF %23,731 CR GOBARDHAN SCHEME

Green Energy Body Seeks
Wider Blending Mandate

Prashant Mukherjee

New Delhi: TheIndian Federation of Green
Energy has written to the petroleum and na-
tural gas ministry seeking an extension of
the compressed biogas (CBG) blending obli-
gation beyond city gas distributors to large
industrial gas consumers, arguing that the
distributors alone cannot bear the cost of
scaling up.

The industry body’scall comesdays
after the union cabinet approved
the 223,731 crore Gobardhan Na-
tional Circular Bioenergy
Scheme, aimed at increasing
domestic CBG production by
nearly tenfold over the next de-
cade through assured offtake,
stable pricing, capital support,
pipeline connectivity and easier
accesstofinance.

Inaletterto Alok Tripathi, joint secreta-
ry inthe Ministry of Petroleumand Natural
Gas, the IFGE proposed extending the CBG
blending obligation beyond city gas distri-
bution (CGD)companies to refineries, petro-
chemical complexes, power plants and other

large industrial consumers that procure na-
tural gas directly through long-term cont-
racts, spot markets or gas exchanges. The
current framework puts the incremental
cost of CBG largely on CGD companies
supplying households and CNG users, while
large industrial gas consumers remain out-
side the obligation, the federation said. “Ex-
tending the obligation framework to all gas-
consuming sectors would be a natural pro-
gression” as the CBG blending targets ri-
se, it said in the letter, a copy of
which ET has seen. The issue is
significant as India seeks to re-
duce its dependence on impor-
ted gas. Natural gas demand
wasabout192 millionstandard
cubic metres a day in FY26,
with nearly half of that met
through LNG imports. The LNG
import bill was more than 21 lakh
crore last year, highlighting the po-
tential of domestic CBG asanalternative
source.

However, the CBG market faces both de-
mand and infrastructure constraints. Ac-
cording to the Petroleum and Natural Gas
Regulatory Board’s report for fiscal 2026,

CGD entities sold 111.48 million standard cu-
bic metres of CBG against 12,033 million
standard cubic metres of CNG and domestic
PNG, achieving 0.92% blending against the
1% mandate. The obligation rises to 3% in
FY27,4% inFY28and 5% in FY29.

It also reported that out of 207 CBG
plants, only 24 are connected to gas pipeli-
nes, while 148 have no connectivity plan-
ned. Of 328 plants under construction,
Jjusttwoareconnected and 257 have nocon-
nectivity planned.

CBG sales are growing, with average
monthly sales rising from 211,000 standard
cubic metres of gas per day in April 2025 to
620,000 SCMD in March 2026. Yet the market
remains concentrated with Torrent Gas,
IGL, BPCL, Gujarat Gas and Gail Gas acco-
untingfor54.7% of FY26 CBG sales.

The federation has proposed sector-wide
CBG purchase obligations, modelled on the
electricity sector’s renewable purchase obli-
gation, along with tradable renewable gas
certificates for consumers unable to physi-
cally source CBG. It suggested excluding fer-
tiliser units because of existinggovernment
subsidies, unless CBG becomes cheaper
thanspot gas.
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LIC reported robust Q1 FY27 results with Profit After Tax rising 22.81% YoY to Rs 13,492
crore. Value of New Business surged 61.32% to Rs 3,136 crore, while the net VNB Margin
expanded 750 bps to 22.9%. Total Premium Income grew 6.75% to Rs 1,27,250 crore.
Individual New Business Premium rose 14.48% to 214,351 crore, and Group Business APE
increased 10.20% ta Rs 6,160 crore. Non-par APE share within Individual Business improved
10 32.49% from 30.34%. LIC maintained market leadership with 60.10% overall FYPI share,
38.89% in Individual and 70.90% in Group. Salvency Ratio strengthened from 2.17 to 2.42,
and AUM rose 4.10% to Rs 59.38 crore.

PVVNL Paschimanchal Vidyut Vitran Nigam
Limited (PVVNL) organised a technical
seminar ontransformer oil management and
maintenance at Urja Bhawan, Meerut. Ravish
Gupta (IAS), Managing Director, PVVNL,
inaugurated the programme. Rajiv Ranjan,
Training Head, Indian Qil Corporation Limited
(I0CL), provided technical guidance on
transformer oil quality, maintenance, cooling
and insulation, highlighting its role in
improving transformer efficiency, reliability
and service life. The seminar was attended

by Ashu Kalia, Director (Personnel &
Administration); Sanjay Jain, Director
(Commercial); N.K. Mishra, Director
(Technical); Swatantra Kumar Tomar, Director (Finance); and other senior officers and staff.

IHM' 1HM Dehradun successfully organised “Navagaman 2026, a three-day orientation for
newly admitted Diploma and Craftsmanship students from August 5-7, 2026. The programme
familiarised students with the hospitality industry, professional expectations, and career
opportunities. Industry professionals, including Nikhil Thapa (Lemon Tree Hotel Company),
Ashwani Jain (Royal Orchid Hotel), Vimal Bahuguna (Effotel by Sayaji), Shibani Goyal (Perfect
Cravings), and Ajay Kumar Manjkhola (Pride Ashiyana Resort), shared insights on industry
demand, workplace etiquette, and professional competencies. Faculty members, including
HOD Manish Semwal anu Dr. Savita, sunpmted lhe programme, which concluded with
emphasis on discipli learning.

CORPORATE BRIEFS

POWERGRID has acquired two Project SPVs under the TBCB mechanism. Bhadla Ramgarh
Power Transmission Limited, acquired on July 29, 2026, will execute augmentation works at
substations in Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh, targeting commissioning by January 20, 2029.
Krishnagiri REZ Transmission Limited, acquired on Auqust 3, 2026, will establish two new
substations in Andhra Pradesh and construct 765 kV and 400 kV lines across Andhra Pradesh,
Telangana, and Karnataka, with commissioning within 36 months. Itwil integrate

OIL 0il India Limited reported its highest-ever

standalone PAT of Rs 2,870 crore in Q1 FY27, a

2.5x YoY jump, supported by 11% growth in §

crude oil production and price realisation of

$98.73/bbl. Consolidated PAT rose 97% to Rs

4,027 crore. Crude output reached 0.950 MMT,

with record daily production of 10,921 MT on

June 27, 2026. Subsidiary NRL posted 167% PAT

growth at Rs1,305 crore with a GRM of

$35.95/bbl. Key milestones included a yinthe Andar i ofan
exploratory well in Assam achieving a record horizontal dlsp!acement 0f 3,116 metres.

NBCC reported robust Q1 FY27 results, with standalone Revenue from Operations rising to Rs
1,823.04 crore from Rs 1,656.77 crore YoY. EBITDA surged 62.05% to Rs 159.89 crore,
expanding the EBITDA margin to 8.77%. PBT grew 32.09% to Rs 202.27 crore, while PAT
increased 32.06% to Rs 150.65 crore. On a consolidated basis, EBITDA rose 39.02% to Rs
154.95 crore with margins at 6.86%, while PBT and PAT grew 17.27% and 17.02% to Rs 212.79
crore and Rs 158.01 crore, respectively. With a robust order book and diversified strategy
spanning redevelopment, PMC works, PSU land monetisation, real estate, and overseas
expansion, NBCC is well-past for sustained growth and value creation.

4.5 G of renewable energy from the Kurnool area. Operating on a BOOT basis, these projects
strengthen green energy evacuation infrastructure, supporting India's 500 GW renewable
capacity target by 2030.

CANARA BANK contributed Rs 25 lakh
to the Kerala Chief Minister's Distress
Relief Fund on August 10, 2026, as a
gesture of solidarity towards fiood-affected
communities. The cheque was formally
handed over to the Hon. CM by Barun
Singh Thakur, GM & Circle Head.
Thiruvananthapuram Circle, and Santosh
V S, General Manage& SLBC Convenor.
tion reinforces Canara Bank's

CBI CBI's Dehradun Region, led by

Regional Head Rajat Bajaj. organized a

Mega MSME Credit Outreach Camp at the

Center for Aromatic Plants, Selaqui, on

August 7, 2026. Dr. Lalit Agarwal,

Scientist, served as the event's chief

guest. About fifty beneficiaries received

loan approval letters totaling Rs 100 crore.

He highlighted the  Uttarakhand

government's Mahak Kranti Yojana and sought the bank's cooperation. He urged existing
customers to connect fellow entrepreneurs with the bank. Officials provided information on

itive interest rates i i ipati

credit outreach programme.

DAV Sarla Chopra DAV Public School solemnly organised its Investiture Cerernony, formally
inducting the newly elected Student Council comprising 105 members from the Senior and
Junior Wings. Principal Upasana Sharma conferred badges upon the young leaders and
encouraged them to lead by example, uphold discipline, and serve with compassion and
responsibility. The ceremony was graced by Supervisory Heads, Geetu Sabharwal {Senior
Wing) and Ekta Kapoor (Junior Wing). The newly elected leaders took a solemn oath to perform
their duties with sincerity, integrity, and dedication, pledging to uphold the values and traditions
of the school.

to supporting the State's relief and rehabilitation initiatives during times of
adversity. The gesture received extensive coverage across leading Kerala

PRCI in support
of the Public
Relations Society

. New Delhi held
the PRCI
Transformative
Govemnance
Symposium. This
high-level forum
features supreme
court legal i journalists, senior industry leaders, and media veterans
discussing innovative governance models and pathways for nation-building on recently, India
Habitat Center, Lodhi Road, New Delhi. The conclave was inaugurated by Hon. Justice PB.
Bhajanthri, CG Basava Prabhu S. Patil, Advocate General of Sikkim, Senior Advocate, Supreme
Coun of India, along with Guest of Hon. S. Venkat Narayan, Former Editor, India Today, President,

PHDCCI The Women Leaders' Conclave 2026, themed “Claiming Equity in Viksit Bharat," will be
held on August 13-14 at the India International Centre in New Delhi, convening 125+ women
leaders nationwide. Building on its successful 2026 Jammu edition, WLC 2026 aims to create a
national community for sustained collaboration, mentoring. and policy influence beyond the
event. The two-day programme features 13 thematic sessions, over 60 eminent speakers, two
book launches, two skits, and two national award presentations. Participants include
policymakers, parliamentarians, legal experts, academics, entrepreneurs, and grassroots leaders
deliberating on women's leadership, climate change, digital inclusion, livelihoods, and
governance. The Dayawati Modi Stree Shakti Samman will be conferred upon Senior Advocate
Shobha Gupta, and the Vidushi Vidyottama Stree Shakti Samman upon Sanskrit scholar Dr. Shashi
Bala, honouring theirimpactful contributions to law, justice, and India’s intellectual heritage.

BHARAT TAXI will officially launch in Uttar Pradesh with a grand flag-off in Lucknow on
August 7, 2026. The event will feature a roadshow of 200 branded cabs and MoUs with state
government departments. Operating on a zero-commission cooperative model, Bharat Taxi
enables drivers to retain 100% of their earnings while providing affordable, safe, and reliable
mobility. Services will begin in Lucknow and Kanpur, with driver onboarding across 16
additional cities. The platform currently serves 44.43 lakh customers nationwide with 8.54 lakh
registered drivers.

" Club. The k te address by S. Venkat Narayan, explains his jouney
inthe PR sector and governance. Special invites also spoke on various topics ranging from
Transformative Governance through Legal Reforms, Governance for Responsible Innovation,
Govemnance as a driver of Service Excellence etc.

IGDTUW Indira Gandhi Dehi Technical University for Women (IGDTUW),successfully
organised a three - day Vaani seminar on “Smart Manufacturing in the Era of Industry 4.0". The
seminar was fully funded by AICTE. The coordinator of the seminar was Prof Deepti Chhabra &
Co - coordinator was Prof N R Chauhan. Facuity members, researchers, and students were
part of the event. Tma interactive sessions provided participants with valuable Knowleﬂue of
the latest and their applications in modemn The
seminar served as an excellent platform for academic exchange, fostering innovation,
collaboration, and awareness of the transformative impact of industry 4.0 on the manufacturing
sector. The event concluded with a vote of thanks.

SC DAV Sana Chopra DAV Public School, Noida, held the Installation Ceremony of Imeram
Club-Samarpan, formally inducting the newly elected team. Dignitaries included District Interact
Chair Rotarian Dr. Mohita Sharma, Rotary President Rotarian Deboleena Choudhary, Interact
Chair Rotarian Shivani Rajora, President-Elect Rotarian Manish Rajora, Rotarian Shubham,
and Principal Upasana Sharma Tne nlghllght was the badging and pinning ceremony,

leadership featured addresses by dignitaries,
presentation of upcoming initiatives, and a Nukkau Natak conveying “Say No to Plastic,” which
concluded with the Vote of Thanks and Shanti Path.
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Brent crude trade lower at $88.88/bbl

Crude oil price fell marginally by Rs 2 to Rs 7,843 per bar-
rel in the futures trade on Thursday amid weak global trends.
Crude oil futures for the September delivery slipped by 0.03
per cent in 804 lots. Analysts said the prices fell after partici-
pants offloaded their holdings amid weak demand in the spot
market. Globally, West Texas Intermediate crude was trading
0.24 per cent lower at $83.07 per barrel, while Brent crude
declined 0.11 per cent to $88.88 per barrel in New York.
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Gulf oil giants are
spending billions to
bypass Hormuz
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Gulf oil giants are spending billions to build ways around the Strait

LISA FRIEDMAN
13 Augsut

Six months ago, exporting oil
from the Persian Gulf was fairly
straightforward: Produce crude
at the cheapest price possible,
export it through the fastest
route and sell it to the countries
that can pay the most. Those
days are over.

Shipping through the Strait
of Hormuz, long the most effi-
cient path for exports, remains
greatly curtailed because of the

been killed in the region.

Gulf countries that have for
decades produced much of the
world’s oil are now intent on
breaking their dependence on
the narrow waterway. They are
building or expanding pipelines
and other infrastructure that
canbypass it, and vastly expan-
ding storage capacity in places
like Asia.

These endeavows show
how the war is changing the oil
business in the Persian Gulf.
‘They will cost billions of dollars

porters recognise that relying
too heavily on a single transit
Touteisa risk they can nolonger
afford to take. And the moves,
overtime, could diminish Iran’s
cloutinthe region.

Before the US and Isracl
began conducting  military
strikes on [ran on February 28,
about 20 million barrels a day
(bpd) of crude sailed through
theStraitof Hormuz. Crudeex-
ports through the strait had
fallen toabout 3.7 million bpd as
oflast week, according toKpler,
a ing firm,

war in Tran. Much of the oil get-  and take years iplete, but

ting through the strait is on companies and governments ‘The frenzy of activity for last-
tankers a treacher- consider tial hedges  ing to the strait is
ous gantlet of Iranian attack in an i i volatile re-  evident the region.

drones, or running dark with
their location devices turned
off. At least 17 seafarers have

an
gion. Even if a cease-fire be-
tween the United States (US)
and Tran materialises, Gulf ex-

For example, in Fujairah, a
United Arab Emirates port city
facing the Gulf of Oman, crews

are working around the clock to
layasecondary crude line paral-
lel to an existing one that de-
livers oil from onshore fields in
Abu Dhabi.
The project aims to double
h - ity

Designed during the Iran-
Iraq war in the 1980s, the 1,201
kilometer pipeline crosses the
Arabian Peninsula to the Red
Sea port of Yanbu. Aramco's
chairman, YasirO Al-Rumayyan
called it the ki s econ-

yto
3.6 million bpd, allowing nearly
allofAbul: i’

omic “lifeline,” successfully re-

to reach international tankers
without ships having to use the
Strait. It is considering plans for
aliquefied gas export facility on
its eastern coast as a way to by-
pass the Strait of Hormuz, Peter
van Driel, chief financial officer
of ADNOC Gas, told Bloomberg
Television. In i i

since Iran effectively closed the
Strait of Hormuz Saudi officials
are working to add another one
million to two million bpd, and
they also are considering a

Kuwait is in discussions with
Saudi Arabia and other Arabna-
tions to build a pipeline to con-
nect the its oil fields to ports on
the Red Sea or Oman. Traq and
Jordan have revived long-de-
layed plans for a pipeline that
could carry up to one million
bpd to the Port of Aqaba off the
Red Sea, according to state TV
reports in Jordan. Iraq is speed-
ing up plans to rebuild a dam-
aged oil pipeline to ship crude
oil from its fields in Kirkuk to

smaller pipeline
for refined oil products.
“In terms of exporting our

Syria’s coasl.
Gulfnationsare also building
physical insurance policies by

Saudi Arabia, th il

crude, actively

giant,
Aramco, is accelerating a multi-
billion-dollar expansion of its
East-West Pipeline.

fonality  right
now,” Amin Nasser, the chief
executive office of Saudi
Aramco, said last week.

in places like
South Korea, Japan and India.

©2026 The New York Times
News Service

Back-up plan

m Aramco is accelerating
expansion of its East-
West Pipeline in Saudi
Arabia

m Kuwait is in talks with
Arab nations to build 3
pipeline to connect its oil
fields to ports on the Red
Sea or Oman

SR
=% ~

=raq and Jordan have
revived plans for a
pipeline that could carry
crude to Port of Aqaba

wlraq is speeding up plans
to rebuild a damaged oil
pipeline from fields in
Kirkuk to Syria’s
Mediterranean coast

® Gulf nations are building
physical insurance policies
thousands of miles away
by expanding storage in
places like South Karea,
] Japan and India

o
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Iran, US make contrary
statements over Strait
of Hormuz control

AGENCIES
13 August

The Strait of Hormuz is “under
Iran’s control and management”,
the recently appointed head of
Iran’s Basij paramilitary unit said
on Thursday, a day after United
States (US) President Donald
Trump said the US had “total con-
trol” of the strategic waterway.
Hossein Taeb said the US had
sought to disrupt what he de-
scribed as the Islamic Republic’s
popularity in the region by launch-
ing another war in the Strait of
Hormuz, but had once more been
defeated despite claiming Iran had
neither an air force nor a navy.
“Today you see that the Strait
of Hormuz is under the manage-
ment and control of the Islamic
Republic,” Taeb said, according to
the semi-official Fars news. He
added that Iran was continuing on
its course in complete security.
After the start of the war, which
began with US-Israeli strikes on
Iran on February 28, Tehran effec-
tively shut the strait, through
which a fifth of the world’s oil and
liquefied natural gas was pre-
viously shipped.
The US subsequently imposed
a naval blockade on Iranian ship-
ping and ports, while saying it
would protect freedom of naviga-
tion for vessels travelling to and

q

b
|
%

PHOTO: FARS MEDIA CORPORATION,
CC BY 4.0, VIA WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

from non-Iranian ports.

Iran's joint military command,
Khatam al-Anbiya Central Head-
quarters, said later on Thursday
that no vessel could transit the
Strait of Hormuz without
Tehran’s permission. “The base-
less claims made by the United
States regarding the normal pas-
sage of vessels through the Strait
of Hormuz ... are nothing more
than lies and falsehoods,” the
command said in a statement
published by state media.

In June, the two countries

CCTODAY YOU SEE THAT THE
STRAIT OF HORMUZ IS UNDER
THE MANAGEMENT AND
CONTROL OF THE ISLAMIC
REPUBLICY)

Hossein Taeb
Head of Iran’s Basij paramilitary unit

reached an interim agreement de-
claring a permanent ceasefire and
calling for a swift return to free-
dom of navigation in the Gulf.

The deal unravelled a few
weeks later after Iran resumed li-
mited attacks on vessels that it
said were sailing contrary to the
arrangements under the agree-
ment, prompting the US to restart
strikes on Iran’s southern prov-
inces, which Washington said
were aimed at degrading Tehran’s
ability to target vessels in the Gulf.

Separately on Thursday, senior
military political official Rasoul
Sanaei-Rad said that Iran would
not reopen the strait unless the
other side fulfilled its commit-
ments under the interim deal, ad-
ding that the reopening of the
waterway was not something the
US can achieve unilaterally, ac-
cording to Fars news.

Sanaei-Rad also warned that
Iran would respond more forcefully
in any future conflict, saying: “In a
possible future war, we will stand
more firmly and more offensively.”
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Petronet LNG awaits clarity on Sept LNG
cargo from Qatar amid shipping disruption

SHUBHANGI MATHUR
New Delhi, 13 August

India’slargest liquefied natural
gas (LNG) importer Petronet
LNG Ltd (PLL) is awaiting clar-
ity from QatarEnergy on
delivery of LNG cargoesin Sep-
tember as traffic through the
Strait of Hormuz remain dis-
rupted, said Managing Direc-
tor and Chief Executive Officer
Akshay Kumar Singh.
Petronet has a long-term
supply agreement with
QatarEnergy for 7.5 million
tonnes (mt) of LNG in a year.
QatarEnergy halted LNG pro-
duction in early March after

SINCE THE DECLARATION
OF FORCE MAJEURE IN
MARCH, 56 LNG
CARGOES CONTRACTED
BY PLL FROM QATAR
HAVE BEEN AFFECTED

Iranian attacks on its Ras
Laffan facilities and declared
force majeure on LNG
supplies. “Qatar has extended
force majeure till August. They
have not given any definite
plan forsupply of LNG for Sep-
tember,” said Singh in post-
results media call.

Since the force majeure
was declared, 56 LNG cargoes

contracted by PLL from Qatar
have been affected. Under
the deal, QatarEnergy can
supply these cargoes by April
2028, the expiration date of
the current agreement.

Qatar is India’s largest LNG
supplier, accounting for almost
50 percentofthe country’s total
imports prior to the conflict.

In the April-June (Q1)
quarter of 2026-27, Petronet
LNG’s standalone net profit
rose 33 per centyear-on-yearto
I1,132crore.

The company’s revenue
from operation declined 53 per
cent to 5,554 crore in the
quarter ended June 30, 2026.
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IGL profit
down 44% to
X238 crin Q1

Indraprastha Gas Ltd (IGL)
reported a 44 per cent year-
on-year (Y-0-Y) decline in
consolidated net profit to
X238 crore for April-June
quarter (Q1) of2026-27 (FY27)
as high and volatile liquefied
natural gas (LNG) prices
affect margins amid ongoing
West Asia crisis.

However, the firm’s total
income grew 16.5 per cent
Y-0-Y t0 5,145 crore in FY27
from34,416 croreintheyear-
agoperiod.

“The overall sales volume
grew 6 per centover the corre-
sponding quarter in 2025-26,
with the average daily sale
went up from 9.3 million
standard cubic meter per day
(mmscmd) to 9.66 mmscmd
duringthisperiod, the highest
everrecorded by the firm,” the
company said ina statement.

Product wise, com-
pressed natural gas recorded
Y-0-Y sales volume growth of
6 per cent, while piped natu-
ral gas recorded 5 per cent
sales volume growth in the
Junequarter.  BSREPORTER
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RAJASTHAN

Water supply system to
get solar power boost

ANIL SHARMA
Jaipur, 13 August

Rajasthan’s public health
engineering department
(PHED) water supply connec-
tionisset to be integrated with
solar power plants under the
Renewable Energy Service
Company (RESCO) model.

Under the initiative, solar
rooftop systems with a total
capacity of over 200 megawatt
(Mw) will be installed for
major pumping stations,
saving over 180 crores,
according to sources.

Currently thedepartment’s
pumping stations consume
nearly 3.5 billion units of elec-
tricity annually.

The first phase will cover
eight districts with 43 solar
plants in Baran, 31 in Bharat-
pur,13in Bundi,26in Dausa, 16
in Deeg, 21in Kota, 27in Sawai
Madhopur, and 24 in Tonk.

With an estimated cost of

over X703 crore, the initiative
will be implemented under
the virtual net metering
framework (VNM), which
allows a single solar plant to
supply multiple dispersed
connections by injecting
power into thegrid and adjust-
ing bills accordingly.

Under the public-private
partnershipmodel, contracted
companies will be responsible
for installation, full funding,
operation, and maintenance
for 25 years. To ensure com-
petition, asingle company will
beallocated work with a maxi-
mum capacity of 50 Mw. Com-
panies will be required to
install solar plants that main-
tain an annual Capacity Util-
ization Factor (CUF) between
17 per cent and 19 per cent,
ensuring a minimum level of
power generation.

This model will be subse-
quently expanded across the
entire state, sources said.
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India wary as US’ Russia tariff Bill advances

Official says trade talks with
Washington remain ‘reassuring’

KRITY AMBEY
New Delhi, 13 August

India is concerned about a bipar-
tisan US Senate Bill that could
exposeitto punitive tariffs of upto
100 per cent over its purchases of
Russian oil, but a government
official said ongoingtrade negoti-
ations with Washington have
been “reassuring”.

“We are engaging with the US
regularly,” the official said. “The
talks have been reassuring,” the
official added without elaborating.

The US Senate last week
passed a Bill that would allow
Washington to impose tariffs on
major buyers of Russian energy.
This comes just six months after
the White House withdrew a 25
per cent Russia-related levy on
Indian goods.

The measure does not auto-
matically impose a tariff on
Indian goods, as the US House of
Representatives is yet to consider
thelegislation. The Bill could then
be sent to US President Donald
Trump for approval. It also con-

tains a provision allowing Trump
to waive the sanctions if he deter-
mines that doing so is in the US
national interest.

Russia supplied an estimated
52 per cent of India’s crude oil
imports in July, up from 48.6 per
cent in June, according to an
analysis by New Delhi-based
think tank Global Trade Research
Initiative (GTRI). India’s imports
from Russia nearly doubled to
$8.91billionin July from $4.84 bil-
lion ayearago.

Commerce Secretary Rajesh
Agrawal declined to comment on
the tariff risk emanating from the
US Bill, but said the two econ-
omies have been in regular con-

tact and remain committed to
what was agreed in February. The
twosideshad in February issued a
joint statement on an initially
agreed trade deal, whose terms
are now under revision after the
Supreme Court of the United
Statesscrapped the reciprocal tar-
iffsimposed by Trump.

“Ithinkthe Russia oil tariff Bill
is a legislative process in the US
that is underway. I don’t think I
should comment onthat. It’stheir
internal process,” Agrawal said.
“We are engaged with the US on
thetrade dealand ourcontactsare
regular. Bothsidesare committed
to what was agreed in February,”
he added.
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NEW DELHI HOPEFUL URALS CRUDE INFLOWS WON’T BE HIT

Trade talks with US on track
despite Russian oil tariff plan

MUKESH JAGOTA
New Delhi, August 13

WHILE THE PASSING of a
recent Bill in the US Senate
facilitating extra tariffs on buy-
ers of Russian oil is a matter of
concern, talks between India
and the US on the issue so far
have been reassuring, a senior
official said on Thursday.

The Bill and its impact on
the deal being negotiated has
been raised by the Indian side
during talks on an interim
bilateral trade deal which are
being held under the frame-
work of the Joint Statement
made public on February 7.

India’s imports of Russian
crude rose to a record high of
2.78 million barrels per day
(mbd) in July, accounting for
55.3% of the country’s total
purchases of 5.03 mbd
through July 29.

Strong supplies of Russian
Urals crude helped refiners
navigate continuing volatility
in West Asia, even as Moscow
sharply cut discounts to
$2-3/barrel recently.

Despite the 10% additional
tariffs by the US under Section
301 of the Trade Act,and now
the Bill, both sides remain
engaged and discussions are

m Senate bill allows

CRUDE
coNcerns 10

tariffs on Russian
crude oil buyers

®India's Russian
crude imports
hit record

2.78

mbd in July

0%

W Moscow cut Urals discounts to

$2-3 sy

mRussian oil accounted for
O/ ofindia's
55.5% v

purchases

being held virtually on issues
like non-tariffbarriersand other
components key to the smooth
working of any trade deal.

The Senate on August 7
passed the bipartisan Sanc-
tioning Russiaand Iran Act of
2026,which would empower
the US President to impose
tariffs of up to 100% on buy-
ers of crude oil from Russia.

The legislation would still
have to clear the House of
Representatives and receive
the President's signature
before becoming law.

“The legislation is the inter-
nal process of the US.Ido not
think we should comment on

that,” another official said,
adding that India continues to
actively engage with US author-
itiestoresolve outstanding trade
issues while working towards
early conclusion of the Bilateral
Trade Agreement (BTA).

The additional 10% tariffs
were imposed by the US after
an investigation by US Trade
Representative (USTR) on the
laws of the 60 key trade part-
ners that enable import of
goods madewith forced labour,
thereby hurting USbusinesses.

Another investigation is
ongoing against India regard-
ing policies that enable excess
manufacturing capacities.The

reporton theinvestigationand
possible tariff action that the
US might initiate is awaited.

“India has been part of
those processes (of investiga-
tion). We have given our sub-
missions,” the official said.

The next step is that USTR
will come up with the draft
findings of the investigation.
Afterthat,countries will again
get a chance to give their final
submissions before the final
findings are released.

“So,we are engaged with
them.It's taking time on their
side, but I think hopefully it
will come through in weeks or
months,” the official added.
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Ukraine hits
major Russian
oil refinery

BLOOMBERG
August 13

UKRAINIAN FORCES
ATTACKED an oil refinery in
Russia’s Urals region on Thurs-
day,as Kyivintensifies strikes on
energyinfrastructureagain.

Thestrike causedafireatthe
Gazprom Neftekhim Salavat
plant in Russia’s Republic of
Bashkortostan, roughly 1,200
kilometers (750 miles) east of
Moscow, Ukraine’s General Staff
said in a Telegram statement.
The facility, with a design oil-
processing capacity of 200,000
barrelsaday,waslastattackedin
mid-July.

Earlieron Thursday, Bashko-
rtostan  governor  Radiy
Khabirovsaid that falling drone
debriscausedafireintheindus-
trial area of Salavat. He did not
specify what facilities were
damaged. Russia’s gas giant
Gazprom PJSC,which owns the
refinery, did not immediately
respond toa Bloomberg request
forcomment.

Ukraine has been carrying
out nearly daily strikes on Rus-
sia’s energy infrastructure,
from oil refineries to export
facilities, in a bid to reduce the
Kremlin’s export revenues and
supply the domestic fuel mar-
ket. Attacks on refineries trig-
gered a nationwide gasoline
shortage and forced the gov-
ernment in Moscow to intro-
duce temporary bans on
exports of most gasoline, diesel
and jet fuel.

While domestic supplies
improved in the second half of
Julyamidashortlullintherefin-
ery attacks, the resumption of
strikes this month puts the
Russian oil-processingindustry
under pressure again.
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Oil falls more than 3%

OIL PRICES FELL more than 3% on Thursday
as investors focused on signs of weaker global
demand and rising US crude stocks, though
prices drew some support from stalled talks
over the blockaded Strait of Hormuz. Brent
futures were down $1.93, or 2.2%,at $87.05
a barrel at 11:01 a.m. ET or 1601 GMT,
trimming gains accumulated over the
previous six sessions. US West Texas
Intermediate (WTI) crude fell $1.82, or 2.2%,
to $81.45 after advancing over the past five
sessions. —REUTERS
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Gas pipeline
destroyed in
Balochistan

KARACHI: Militants
have blown up a pipe-
line of a state-run gas
company, disrupt-

ing supply to sev-

eral towns and cities,
including parts of the
capital Quetta, in the
restive Balochistan
province of Pakistan,
officials said.

The blast occurred at
the KMP-246 Valve
Assembly in the Bolan
riverbed area near
Gorkat.
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Petronet has no clarity on
Sep gas supply from Qta

New Delhi: India’s top gas importer Petronet
LNG does notyet have adefinite liquefied natural
gassupply plan from its leading supplier Qatar, its
CEOsaid on Thursday, as the West Asian producer
reviews force majeure on a month-to-month
basis.Qatar declared force majeure on LNG
exportsin March, when Iran struck two of Qatar’s
14 production trains. REUTERS
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Ukraine has been carrying out nearly daily strikes
on Russia's energy infrastructure. AP

Ukraine says Russia
refinery in Urals hit

krainian forces attacked an oil refinery
l ' in Russia’s Urals region on Thursday,

as Kyiv intensifies strikes on energy
infrastructure again.

The strike caused a fire at the Gazprom
Neftekhim Salavat plant in Russia’s Republic
of Bashkortostan, roughly 1,200 km(750
miles) east of Moscow, Ukraine’s general staff
said in a Telegram statement. The facility,
with a design oil-processing capacity of
200,000 barrels a day, was last attacked in
mid-July.

Earlier on Thursday, Bashkortostan
governor Radiy Khabirov said that falling
drone debris caused a fire in the industrial
area of Salavat. He did not specify what
facilities were damaged. Russia’s gas giant
Gazprom PJSC, which owns the refinery, did
notimmediately respond to a Bloomberg
request for comment.

Ukraine has been carrying out nearly daily
strikes on Russia’s energy infrastructure,
from oil refineries to export facilities, in a bid
toreduce the Kremlin's export revenues and
supply the domestic fuel market. BLOOMBERG
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State of Hormuz? Unclear
Claimants: Iran and US

Iran’sj

Dubai: The Strait of Hormuz is
“under Iran's control and mana-
gement”, the recently appointed
head of Iran's Basij paramilitary
unit said on Thursday, a day after
US President Donald Trump said
the United States had "total cont-
rol" of the strategic waterway.
Hossein Taeb said the US had so-
ught to disrupt what he described
as the Islamic Republic's popula-
rity in the region by launching
another war in the Strait of Hor-
muz, buthad once more been defe-
ated despite claiming Iran had ne-
itheranairforce noranavy.
"Today you see that the Strait of
Hormuz is under the manage-
ment and control of the Islamic
Republic," Taebsaid, according to
thesemi-official Fars news. Head-
ded that Iran was continuing on
its course in complete security.
After the start of the war, which
began with US-Israeli strikes on
IranonFebruary 28, Tehran effec-
tively shut the strait, through
which afifth of the world's oiland
liquefied natural gas was previo-
usly shipped. The US subsequent-
ly imposed a naval blockade on
Iranian shipping and ports, while
saying it would protect freedom
of navigation for vessels travel-
ling to and from non-Iranian
rts.

ports.

Iran's joint military command,
Khatam al-Anbiya Central Head-
quarters, said later on Thursday
that no vessel could transit the
Strait of Hormuz without Teh-
ran's permission.

"The baseless claims made by
the United States regarding the

hoods," thecommandsaid inasta-
tement published by state media.
In June, the two countries rea-

dom of navigation inthe Gulf.

CRUDE PRICES DECLINE
Meanwhile, oil prices declined on
Thursday as investors assessed
prospects for weaker global de-
mand thisyearandhigher UScru-
de stocks, though prices found
supportfromalackof progressin
talks over Hormuz and disrup-
tions tosupply.

Brent futures were down 74
cents, or 0.8%, at $88.24 a barrel at
9:28 PM while US West Texas In-
termediate crude was down 77
cents,or0.8%, at $82.56.

Thelarge crudeoil build in the US
last week is a headwind for prices,
said UBS analyst Giovanni Stauno-
vo, adding that the downside sho-
uld belimited aslong as flows thro-
ugh Hormuz remain depressed.

US commercial crude oil inven-
tories made their largest weekly
gain since January 2023 as ex-
ports slumped, data from the
Energy Information Administra-
tion on Wednesday.

Crude inventories rose by 17.4

normal passage of vessels thro- chedan interimagreementdecla- million barrels to 424.4 million in
ugh the Strait of Hormuz ... are ring a permanent ceasefire and the week ended August 7, their
nothing more than lies and false- calling for a swift return to free- highestsinceJune5.  Agencies
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Crude oil prices ease as
demand fears deepen

Crude oil prices edged lower
on Thursday as concerns over
weakening global demand
outweighed persistent supply
risks from the Middle East,
where conflict continues to
disrupt key energy routes.

US West Texas Intermediate
crude futures fell 54 cents to
$82.73 a barrel, while Brent
crude, the global benchmark,
declined 45 cents to $88.53 a
barrel.

The International Energy
Agency has lowered its global
oil demand outlook, citing the
growing economic impact of
disruption to the Strait of
Hormuz. The agency said

renewed hostilities and mari-
time disruptions were also
hampering efforts to restore
supplies.

Global oil supply in July
remained 6.3 million barrels
per day below the year-earlier
level. Despite  weaker
demand expectations, geo-
political risks continue to pro-
vide support to prices.

Recent attacks on vessels in
the Gulf of Oman and the Red
Sea have heightened concerns
over the security of energy
shipments.

Iran’s Houthi allies in Yemen
also claimed to have targeted
a refinery in Saudi Arabia's
Jizan region with drones.
Attention remains firmly on
the Strait of Hormuz as diplo-
matic efforts to reopen the
crucial waterway continue.

Uncertainty surrounding the
waterway could leave crude
vulnerable to renewed price
increases, particularly while
supplies remain tight.

Meanwhile, crude oil futures
in India were largely flat. On
the Multi  Commodity
Exchange, the September
contract slipped %2, or 0.03
per cent, to 7,843 a barrel,
with traders trimming posi-
tions as global prices
weakened.

—Commodity Desk

Page 32 of 88.




Publication : The Hindu

Date :14 August 2026

Editions : New Delhi

Page : 18

Ukraine’s drones hit
a major Russian oil
refinery, sparking fire

Associated Press
KYIV

Ukrainian drones struck a
major refinery deep inside
Russia, military officials
said on Thursday, the
fourth in three days in Ky-
iv’s months-long campaign
to choke Moscow’s vital oil
sector.

Ukraine’s General Staff
said that its forces struck
the Gazprom Neftekhim
Salavat oil refining and pe-
trochemical complex in
Russia’s republic of Bash-
kortostan overnight, caus-

ing a fire at the facility.

The complex, located
southeast of Moscow about
1,300 km from Ukraine’s
border, is one of Russia’s
largest oil refining and pe-
trochemical facilities, the
General Staff said in a Tele-
gram post.

Meanwhile, five first res-
ponders were killed in Rus-
sia-annexed Crimea by an
explosion after a Ukrainian
attack, the Moscow-in-
stalled governor of Sevas-
topol said. “Our guys were
inspecting the area after a
Ukrainian attack.”
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India-US talks on Russia oil tariff
Bill ‘reassuring’ so far: Sources

POLICY HURDLE. Discussions are on between the countries but uncertainty remains as it is a legislative issue

—
Amiti Sen
New Delhi

India is in talks with Wash-
ington on the US Senate Bill
proposing up to 100 per cent
tariffs on countries buying
Russian oil as its exports
could be potentially hit, and
the discussions so far have
been “reassuring”, sources
said.

However, uncertainty re-
mains as the measure is a le-
gislative issue and its final
impact on India will depend
on how the legislation pro-
gresses and is implemented,
the sources added.

CONCERN PERSISTS

“The Billisa concernas India
could be affected if it be-
comes a law but our talks
with the US have been reas-
suring. Things seem positive
but since it is in the legislat-
ive process, no one can say
with certainty what will hap-
pen,” a source tracking the

TARIFF THREAT. The US Senate recently passed legislation
that would empower President Donald Trump to impose tariffs of
up to 100% on imports from top buyers of Russian oil and gas

matter told businessline.

The assurances from
Washington assume signific-
ance as India has continued
to purchase Russian crude
despite mounting pressure
from the US.

The US Senate had re-
cently overwhelmingly
passed legislation that would
empower President Donald
Trump to impose tariffs of
up to 100 per cent on im-
ports from top buyers of
Russian oil and gas. India,

the second-largest buyer of
Russian crude after China,
could potentially be among
the countries affected by the
proposed measure.

The sanctions Bill, offi-
cially the Lindsey O. Graham
Sanctioning Russia and Iran
Act of 2026, will not result in
immediate penalty.

The Bill still has to clear
the US House of Represent-
atives and the final decision
on which country to penalise
could rest with US President

Donald Trump. New Delhi is
unlikely to checkits crude oil
purchases from Russia, its
largest oil supplier, because
of its long-standing eco-
nomic (especially defence
and oil purchase) and diplo-
matic ties with Moscow, ac-
cording to various sources in
the government and the in-
dustry.

In July 2026, Russia sup-
plied an estimated $7.3 bil-
lion of India’s total crude im-
ports of $14 billion —
equivalent to approximately
52 per cent, according to es-
timates made by research
body Global Trade and Re-
search Initiative (GTRI).

PROTECTION SOUGHT

Meanwhile, India is also
seeking protection against
any further tariff action as
part of the bilateral trade
agreement (BTA) being ne-
gotiated with the US. The
framework agreed by the two
sides in February contains a
provision that there would

be no further increase in tar-
iffs once the pact is sealed,
sources said.

Such a provision, if re-
tained in the final agree-
ment, would provide India
with greater certainty and
protect its exports from sub-
sequent tariff hikes by Wash-
ington after the BTA comes
into force.

The framework for an in-
terim trade deal was an-
nounced on February 7, with
the two countries agreeing to
work towards an interim
trade agreement and sub-
stantially expand bilateral
trade. Negotiations have
since continued, although
they face delays following
the US Supreme Court ver-
dict invalidating the recip-
rocal tariffs imposed by the
Trump regime.

The on-going Section 301
investigations by the US
Trade Representative’s of-
fice against a number of
countries, including India,
also contributed to the delay.
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India looking to expand strategic petroleum reserves with new facilities in MP, Rajasthan

https://www.7globe.in/india-looking-to-expand-strategic-petroleum-reserves-with-new-facilities-in-mp-rajasthan/

India is bolstering its energy security by planning strategic reserves of crude oil (representative image)

NEW DELHI: India is looking to expand its strategic petroleum reserves with new facilities at Bina in Madhya Pradesh
and Bikaner in Rajasthan, besides adding storage capacity at Mangalore, to strengthen the country's energy security
against supply disruptions. According to a parliamentary committee report, govt-owned Indian Strategic Petroleum
Reserves Ltd (ISPRL), a special purpose vehicle, has completed the feasibility study for the Bikaner caverns and is in
the process of finalising it. A pre-feasibility study for Bina has also been completed, with a detailed feasibility report to be
initiated soon. This is in addition to the 1.7 million tonne (MT) storage facility being planned at Mangalore, adjacent to its
existing Phase-| facility. ISPRL has completed a feasibility study, acquired 155 acres of land and is in the process of
obtaining special economic zone (SEZ) notification for 66 acres. The facility will be built by Oil and Natural Gas
Corporation. India currently has strategic oil reserves of 5.3 MT, developed under Phase-l at Mangalore and Padur in
Karnataka and Visakhapatnam in Andhra Pradesh to safeguard against global supply disruptions. The capacity is
estimated to meet about 9.5 days of the country's crude oil requirement, with the reserves managed by ISPRL. The govt
is also adding 6.5 MT of reserves under its Phase-Il expansion plan 2.5 MT at Padur and 4 MT at Chandikhol in Odisha.
It approved the two projects in July 2021. At Chandikhol, 400 acres of land have been acquired and the request for
proposal is under review. At Padur-Il, ISPRL signed the concessionaire agreement with the selected bidder in Oct 2025,
while financial closure is in progress. The developments have been flagged in the latest action-taken report of the
parliamentary standing committee on petroleum and natural gas, which has urged the ministry to ensure timely
completion of the projects and work towards the global benchmark of maintaining 90 days of crude oil storage. The
committee urged the petroleum ministry to ensure the finalisation of RFPs, SEZ notification and financial closures within
the scheduled timelines, while ensuring optimal utilisation of funds, besides maintaining global standard of 90 days of
crude oil storage within the country as soon as feasible. The committee also asked the ministry and oil companies to
explore more cavern sites in areas with suitable geological conditions, citing the need to strengthen India's energy security
amid global geopolitical uncertainties.
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Oil and Natural Gas Corporation appoints Dr. Thakur to its board for three years

https://www.balajiequities.com/Market/News/News-details/5008499

Oil and Natural Gas Corporation Limited announced the appointment of Dr. Archna Thakur as a Non Official Independent

Director to its Board, effective

August 13, 2026, for a period of three years or until further orders, as per a letter from the Ministry of Petroleum and

Natural Gas dated August 12, 2026.
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ONGC turns to Shell for deepwater and LNG opportunities, but when does the MoU become real
investment? August 13, 2026

https://business-news-today.com/ongc-turns-to-shell-for-deepwater-and-Ing-opportunities-but-when-does-the-mou-
become-real-investment/

Oil and Natural Gas Corporation Limited and Shell Energy India are evaluating joint deepwater exploration, farm-in
opportunities and LNG sourcing as India opens more offshore acreage. The strategic fit is clear, but no block, drilling
budget, LNG volume or investment commitment has yet been agreed. Share this: Share on Facebook (Opens in new
window) Facebook Share on X (Opens in new window) X Print (Opens in new window) Print Email a link to a friend
(Opens in new window) Email Share on LinkedIn (Opens in new window) Linkedln Share on Reddit (Opens in new
window) Reddit Share on Tumblr (Opens in new window) Tumblr Share on Pinterest (Opens in new window) Pinterest
Share on Telegram (Opens in new window) Telegram Share on Threads (Opens in new window) Threads Share on
WhatsApp (Opens in new window) WhatsApp

Oil and Natural Gas Corporation Limited (NSE: ONGC) has signed a non-binding memorandum of understanding with
Shell Energy India Private Limited to evaluate cooperation across deepwater and ultra-deepwater exploration and
liquefied natural gas sourcing in India. The August 10 agreement covers potential joint participation in Open Acreage
Licensing Policy Rounds X and XlI, future bidding rounds and possible farm-in or farm-out transactions involving ONGC's
existing OALP acreage. It also creates a framework for the companies to explore LNG sourcing opportunities as India
seeks greater gas availability alongside higher domestic hydrocarbon production. The agreement connects ONGC's
extensive Indian offshore acreage with Shell's global deepwater, integrated-gas and LNG capabilities, but it does not
commit either company to a specific block, well, capital programme or LNG purchase. The central question is therefore
not whether ONGC has found another international partner, but whether the framework progresses into binding acreage
participation and drilling investment capable of changing ONGC's production trajectory.

What exactly have ONGC and Shell Energy India agreed to evaluate under the August 10 memorandum?

The upstream portion of the memorandum covers possible joint bidding for deepwater and ultra-deepwater blocks being
offered through OALP Rounds X and Xl, as well as later licensing rounds under India's broader Samudra Manthan
offshore exploration push. ONGC and Shell Energy India can also evaluate farm-in and farm-out opportunities involving
blocks that ONGC already holds. A farm-in could allow Shell to acquire an economic interest in selected acreage and
contribute technical expertise or capital, while a farm-out could reduce ONGC's share of exploration expenditure and
distribute geological risk between the partners.

None of those outcomes has yet occurred. The memorandum is explicitly non-binding, and neither company has
announced acreage selected for participation, equity percentages, operatorship, work commitments, seismic
expenditure, drilling schedules or an agreed investment value. That distinction matters because deepwater
memorandums can precede years of technical evaluation before a commercial drilling decision emerges, particularly
where frontier geology and expensive wells require substantial subsurface confidence.

The LNG component is similarly exploratory. ONGC and Shell Energy India intend to evaluate potential sourcing
arrangements, but they have not announced a sale and purchase agreement, contracted annual volume, pricing formula,
delivery period or terminal destination. Investors should consequently treat the LNG language as strategic optionality
rather than contracted future gas supply.

Why could Shell's deepwater expertise matter when ONGC's domestic production still faces execution pressure?

ONGC entered the new collaboration after reporting a financially strong but operationally mixed first quarter of fiscal
2026-27. Standalone net profit more than doubled to 17,034 crore and revenue from operations increased 45.2% to
46,460 crore, supported by substantially higher crude and gas realisations. Crude production, however, declined 5.5%
year on year to 4.95 million tonnes and natural gas production fell 2% to 4.851 billion cubic metres.

The production figures highlight why frontier exploration matters despite the near-term earnings benefit from commodity
prices. ONGC attributed part of the output weakness to reservoir behaviour at KG-DWN-98/2 in the Eastern Offshore,
weather-related delays affecting Western Offshore work and temporary shutdowns connected with project
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commissioning. Higher oil prices can increase profit from each barrel produced, but they cannot replace barrels that
mature fields stop producing.

Deepwater resources offer one route to rebuilding the production base, although they are technically and financially
demanding. Shell has extensive international experience developing deepwater fields, integrating subsea production
systems and managing large offshore developments. The value of the MoU would therefore rise sharply if Shell moves
from advisory or bid-stage cooperation into actual equity participation and risk sharing on selected ONGC acreage.

For ONGC, bringing an international major into a block can also create an external technical test of prospect quality. A
partner willing to invest its own capital following seismic interpretation and subsurface review provides stronger validation
than an MoU alone. That is the threshold investors should ultimately look for.

How does the Shell agreement fit into India's Samudra Manthan offshore exploration push?

The partnership arrives as India is attempting to accelerate frontier offshore exploration through Samudra Manthan and
changes to its licensing environment. The Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas said in July that 172 blocks covering
nearly 380,000 square kilometres had been awarded through OALP, carrying committed investment exceeding $4.3
billion. The government has also opened nearly 99% of areas previously classified as offshore No-Go zones and says
approximately 81% of India's active exploration acreage has been awarded since 2014.

The policy change matters because geological access alone does not guarantee exploration. Companies still need
commercially acceptable fiscal terms, sufficiently detailed seismic information, drilling rigs and confidence that a discovery
can be developed economically. Deepwater wells can cost substantially more than conventional onshore exploration,
making collaboration particularly useful when geological risk remains high.

ONGC is already putting physical drilling behind the policy push. On July 25, India marked the start of the first appraisal
well in the Mahanadi Offshore Basin as part of a four-well deepwater programme. The MN-DWN18-1-HD well is intended
to evaluate a prospective offshore basin using deepwater drilling technology, demonstrating that Samudra Manthan is
moving beyond licensing announcements into actual subsurface work.

The Shell memorandum broadens that effort by potentially bringing another global major into OALP acreage. Its real
policy significance will depend on whether international companies progress from reviewing Indian data rooms to
committing exploration capital. India has already improved access to acreage; the harder challenge is producing enough
commercially attractive discoveries to justify repeat investment.

Does the MoU mark a meaningful return for Shell to India’'s upstream oil and gas sector?

Shell is not new to Indian upstream activity, but its current producing footprint is very different from its historical presence.
Through the BG Group acquisition, Shell inherited interests associated with the Panna-Mukta and Tapti oil and gas fields.
Shell later described those assets as end-of-life and said it was carrying out decommissioning work on the Tapti
unmanned platforms while continuing to assess newer upstream opportunities created by changes in Indian policy and
fiscal terms.

That history gives the ONGC agreement additional strategic relevance. If Shell ultimately acquires interests in new OALP
acreage, the move would represent a shift from managing legacy Indian offshore exposure toward participating in a new
exploration cycle. The distinction is important because frontier deepwater exploration carries different geological, financial
and development risks from decommissioning mature fields.

Shell's current India leadership structure also places integrated gas and upstream responsibilities close together. Shell
Energy India operates a substantial LNG and gas business , meaning a future Indian upstream position could sit alongside
trading, LNG import and gas-marketing activities rather than functioning as an isolated exploration investment.

The memorandum alone does not establish that Shell has decided to make a large upstream return. It demonstrates that
the company is willing to evaluate specific pathways with ONGC. A successful joint bid, farm-in agreement or committed
deepwater drilling programme would provide the much stronger evidence.

Why does LNG sourcing belong in the same ONGC-Shell partnership as offshore exploration?

At first glance, domestic exploration and imported LNG can appear to represent competing approaches to energy
security. In practice, they operate on different timelines. A deepwater discovery can require years of appraisal,
engineering and construction before first production, while LNG can be contracted and delivered much sooner to meet
immediate gas requirements.

Shell Energy India already owns and operates the Hazira LNG terminal in Gujarat, which has 5 million tonnes per annum
of regasification capacity and connections to the GAIL, Gujarat State Petronet and PIPL pipeline networks. Shell says
the facility has received LNG from 17 countries, providing the company with an existing import and trading platform that
could support any future arrangement with ONGC.
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Shell has also previously indicated that it expects imported LNG to become increasingly important if Indian domestic gas
availability fails to keep pace with demand. The company has identified industrial fuel switching and gas-fired power as
potential sources of LNG growth, while its Hazira infrastructure was designed with potential expansion in mind.

For ONGC, LNG sourcing could complement rather than undermine upstream strategy. The company can pursue long-
duration domestic resource development while securing flexible gas supplies for downstream or group requirements
when domestic production is insufficient. The commercial case will depend on pricing because expensive LNG can
struggle against alternative fuels in price-sensitive Indian sectors.

Could farm-in agreements help ONGC reduce the financial risk of ultra-deepwater exploration?

Farm-in structures are particularly relevant for ONGC because offshore exploration can consume large amounts of capital
before commercial reserves are established. Selling a minority interest in a block can reduce ONGC's exposure to
unsuccessful wells while retaining meaningful participation if discoveries are made. An international partner can also
bring specialist seismic interpretation, reservoir modelling and project-development experience.

The trade-off is economic ownership. If ONGC farms out part of a highly successful block, it gives up a portion of the
eventual production and cash flow in exchange for reduced risk and potentially faster execution. The optimal structure
therefore depends on how confident ONGC already is in the resource and how much additional capability the incoming
partner contributes.

Shell's involvement could be especially valuable in acreage where development architecture matters as much as geology.
Ultra-deepwater fields may require subsea wells, long tiebacks, floating production infrastructure or other complex
systems whose economics depend heavily on design optimisation. Technical improvements that reduce development
cost can sometimes create more value than retaining a larger working interest in a project that remains uneconomic.

No such transaction has yet been disclosed under the August memorandum. Until a farm-in agreement identifies a block,
working interest and committed work programme, the value remains strategic rather than measurable.

What does ONGC's latest share price suggest investors expect from the deepwater strategy?

ONGC shares closed August 11 at 239.45, down 0.17% for the session. The stock had declined approximately 1.05%
over one week and 2.25% over one month, while its market capitalisation stood at roughly 3.01 lakh crore. The shares
were trading near the lower portion of their 227.65 to 307.50 52-week range, about 22% below the high and only around
5% above the low.

The modest price movement following the Shell announcement is understandable because a non-binding memorandum
does not immediately change ONGC's reserves, production, cash flow or capital expenditure. Investors have stronger
near-term variables to consider, including oil prices, domestic gas realisations, production performance and the
consolidated effect of subsidiaries such as Hindustan Petroleum Corporation Limited.

ONGC's first-quarter numbers illustrate that complexity. Standalone earnings benefited substantially from higher crude
prices, while consolidated performance was affected by losses at Hindustan Petroleum Corporation Limited arising from
petroleum-product under-recoveries during the West Asia energy-price shock. The upstream parent can therefore report
very strong operating economics while the broader group experiences pressure elsewhere.

The market is unlikely to assign substantial value to the Shell MoU until it creates a clearer financial pathway. A joint
OALP award, farm-in transaction or committed drilling campaign would provide the type of event capable of shifting the
deepwater story from strategic narrative toward quantifiable investment.

What would prove that the ONGC and Shell agreement has moved beyond strategic signalling?

The first meaningful milestone would be identification of specific acreage. Naming an OALP block or an existing ONGC
licence under evaluation would narrow the collaboration from an open framework to a defined geological opportunity. The
next step would be commercial terms covering equity participation, operatorship, work commitments and capital
responsibilities.

A committed well would represent the strongest early proof. Deepwater exploration ultimately creates value through
drilling and discovery rather than memorandums, seismic presentations or policy conferences. A Shell-funded or jointly
funded well would demonstrate that both companies considered the prospect sufficiently attractive to expose capital to
subsurface risk.

The LNG side requires a different proof point. A binding LNG contract should disclose at least enough information to
understand duration, approximate volume and supply structure. Until such a contract exists, the LNG element remains
an option for future cooperation rather than a material addition to ONGC's gas-sourcing portfolio.

The August 10 MoU has improved ONGC's strategic flexibility by creating a route to combine Indian acreage with Shell's
international deepwater and LNG capabilities. What remains unresolved is whether either side will commit capital. The
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thesis strengthens if the companies identify acreage, agree risk-sharing terms and progress toward drilling. It weakens if
the partnership remains broad while India's offshore acreage continues to require domestic capital without substantial
new international participation.

What are the key takeaways from the ONGC and Shell Energy India deepwater and LNG agreement?

Oil and Natural Gas Corporation Limited and Shell Energy India signed a non-binding memorandum of understanding on
August 10, 2026.

The companies will evaluate joint participation in deepwater and ultra-deepwater acreage under OALP Rounds X and XI
and future licensing rounds.

They can also consider farm-in and farm-out transactions involving ONGC's existing OALP blocks.

No specific block, working interest, drilling programme, capital commitment or final investment decision has been
announced.

The LNG portion of the agreement covers potential sourcing cooperation but does not currently include a disclosed
contracted volume or purchase agreement.

Shell Energy India operates the 5 mtpa Hazira LNG terminal and already has an established gas and LNG platform in
India.

ONGC's Q1 FY27 standalone profit rose to 17,034 crore, but crude production declined 5.5% and natural gas output fell
2%, reinforcing the strategic importance of future resource additions.

India has awarded 172 OALP blocks covering nearly 380,000 square kilometres with committed investment exceeding
$4.3 billion.

ONGC shares closed August 11 at 239.45, down 2.25% over one month and roughly 22% below their 52-week high.

A specific acreage deal, Shell farm-in or jointly funded deepwater well would be the clearest evidence that the
memorandum is becoming economically material.
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Russia interested in Indian investments in oil and gas sector: Report
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Russia is interested in attracting greater investment from Indian companies into its oil and gas sector, according to a
report by Russian news agency Interfax, highlighting Moscow's effort to deepen energy ties with New Delhi. The
development comes as India and Russia maintain extensive cooperation in hydrocarbons, including Indian stakes in
Russian oil and gas projects and continuing Russian crude and LNG supplies to the Indian market.

The investment interest covers a relationship that already extends beyond oil purchases. Indian state-owned energy
companies have invested heavily in Russian projects, while Russian companies have substantial interests in India's
energy market. India's Ministry of External Affairs says Indian investments in Russia are concentrated mainly in oil and
gas and pharmaceuticals, while Russian investments in India include oil and gas, petrochemicals, banking, railways and
steel.

Russia has previously made clear that it wants Indian capital to play a larger role in its energy industry. In August 2025,
Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov said Moscow and New Delhi had a mutual interest in joint energy-resource
projects, including in Russia's Far East and Arctic shelf.

That cooperation has continued into 2026. During a visit to New Delhi in April, Russian First Deputy Prime Minister Denis
Manturov said Russian companies had the capacity to increase oil and liquefied natural gas supplies to India. The
Russian government said expanding mutually beneficial trade, investment and cooperation was among the priorities
discussed during his meetings with Indian officials.

India's existing footprint provides a foundation for further investment. ONGC Videsh, the overseas arm of state-run
ONGC, completed payments into the Sakhalin-1 project's abandonment fund earlier this year to retain its 20% stake.
ONGC Videsh Managing Director Rajarshi Gupta said the company's interest in the project was secured and that
production and operations were normal.

Indian investment in Russian hydrocarbons has historically been substantial. An official Indian diplomatic publication has
put cumulative Indian investment in Russian oil and gas projects at more than $15 billion, while highlighting opportunities
in Russia's Far East and Arctic regions.

The potential for additional investment, however, exists alongside financial and geopolitical complications created by
Western sanctions on Russia following its invasion of Ukraine. Indian companies have continued engaging with Russian
energy assets, but payment mechanisms, sanctions exposure, insurance and logistics can affect the commercial viability
of new projects.

For Moscow, additional Indian investment could provide capital and long-term market links for energy projects. For New
Delhi, equity participation can potentially complement crude and LNG purchases by giving Indian companies access to
upstream resources and strengthening energy-security options.

No specific new Indian investment agreement was identified in the available official material accompanying the Interfax
report. The next developments are therefore likely to involve company-level negotiations, assessment of individual
Russian assets and discussions between the two governments on investment and payment mechanisms.
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India Energy Week Moves To Kolkata For 2027
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India Energy Week will be held in Kolkata from 28 to 31 January 2027 at the Biswa Bangla Convention Centre in New
Town, according to an announcement on the event's LinkedIn page.

The move follows the inauguration of a Rs 10 billion (bn) exhibition-cum-convention centre in Goa a year earlier, a facility
that had been promoted as a permanent home for the conference. The shift represents a significant relocation for the
annual event that had been hosted at the new convention centre at ONGC's Advanced Training Institute in south Goa.
Organisers described the edition as the landmark fifth edition and indicated that preparations were under way to scale
the event up in the new location. The LinkedIn communication framed the convention centre's transformation as part of
efforts to unite industry leaders, policymakers, investors and technology pioneers shaping the global energy landscape.
The oil minister reviewed preparations with officials and noted that the gathering had become the world's largest energy
assembly and would attract global chief executives, policymakers and investors in 2027.

The Biswa Bangla Convention Centre comprises an 18-storey building with a 3,200-seat auditorium and extensive
convention infrastructure, including an exhibition hall, multiple seminar rooms, banquet spaces and multi-level car
parking. The complex also includes an adjoining 100-key hotel block to support delegates and visiting guests. The facility
was inaugurated in 2017 and has been presented as capable of hosting major international summits, business meets
and cultural events.

The Goa venue had been built rapidly after approvals by the state-owned energy company and hosted the IEW edition
in 2026, but it has seen limited activity since. The on-campus oval-shaped convention centre offers roughly 4,000 seats
and a wide array of support rooms and lounges, while the management development facility covers about 8,353 sq
metres and contains a 182-seat auditorium, syndicate rooms and classrooms. The exhibition hall measures about 6,669
sq m and the campus also features a floating jetty and a helipad that provide connectivity by sea, air and road to nearby
hotels and resorts.
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Fire at ONGC Kalol installation brought under control; no injuries reported
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NEW DELHI, Aug 13 : A fire that broke out at an Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) installation in the Kalol field
in Gujarat on Thursday was brought under control after emergency teams responded to the incident, with no injuries
reported, the state-run energy company said.

ONGC said its fire and emergency response teams responded immediately and extinguished the blaze. Normal
production operations have since been restored, it said.

"No injury or harm to any personnel has been reported. The situation is fully under control, and normal production
operations have been completely restored,” the company said in a statement.

The incident occurred at an ONGC facility in the Kalol-Mansa area of Gandhinagar district. Firefighting teams were
deployed after flames and smoke were seen at the installation.

ONGC said it places the highest priority on the safety of its personnel, assets and neighbouring communities.

"The Corporation remains committed to maintaining robust safety standards and emergency-response preparedness
across all its operational locations," it said. (PTI)
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Sarzora Woman Loses ¥1.06 Lakh In Fake ONGC Job Scam
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C UNCOLIM: Cuncolim Police have registered a case after a Sarzora woman was allegedly cheated of approximately
1.06 lakh by unknown persons who

posed as representatives of the Qil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) and promised her a job.
According to the complaint filed by Fivel Fernandes, the incident took place on June 20, 2026, at around 10 am in Sarzora.

The complainant had reportedly seen a newspaper advertisement inviting applications for various job vacancies. She
subsequently provided her email ID and WhatsApp number through the details mentioned in the advertisement.

She later received a phone call from an unknown person who allegedly claimed to be an ONGC representative and made
promises of providing her employment.

Believing the representations to be genuine, Fernandes transferred approximately 1,06,690 through multiple online
transactions to bank accounts allegedly provided by the accused.

Police said the accused persons dishonestly induced the complainant to part with the money, causing her wrongful loss.
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Fire at Kalol field installation extinguished, production restored: ONGC

https://lwww.energywatch.in/oil-and-gas/fire-at-kalol-field-installation-extinquished-production-restored-ongc

New Delhi: A fire that broke out at an Oil and Natural Gas Corporation ( ONGC ) installation in the Kalol field in Gujarat
on Thursday has been contained. Emergency teams responded to the incident. No injuries were reported, the state-run
energy company said.

Emergency teams deployed at Kalol-Mansa site

The affected facility is located in the Kalol-Mansa area of Gandhinagar district. Firefighting teams were sent to the site
after flames and smoke were sighted at the installation.

ONGC said its fire and emergency response teams acted immediately and put out the blaze. Normal production
operations have since resumed, the company said.

"No injury or harm to any personnel has been reported. The situation is fully under control, and normal production
operations have been completely restored," ONGC said in a statement.

Boiler burst cited as preliminary cause

Preliminary information indicated that the fire was caused by a boiler bursting, Kalol Mamlatdar (revenue department
official) Navin Nayi told the media.

Follow Energy Watch on LinkedIN
ONGC says safety highest priority
The company said it accords the highest priority to the safety of its personnel, assets and neighbouring communities.

"The Corporation remains committed to maintaining robust safety standards and emergency-response preparedness
across all its operational locations," the Maharatna PSU said.
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d1itle112 o1%)s ONGCell WloaHi [1NEL 24191

https://gujaratmirror.in/massive-fire-breaks-out-at-ongc-plant-near-gandhinagar/
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Fire at ONGC Kalol Installation in Gujarat Brought Under Control; No Injuries Reported

https://hdfcsky.com/news/ongc-kalol-fire-controlled-no-injuries

New Delhi: A fire that broke out at an Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) installation in the Kalol field in Gujarat on
Thursday was brought

under control after emergency teams responded to the incident, with no injuries reported, the state-run energy company
said.

ONGC said its fire and emergency response teams responded immediately and extinguished the blaze. Normal
production operations have since been restored, it said.

No injury or harm to any personnel has been reported. The situation is fully under control, and normal production
operations have been completely restored, the company said in a statement.

The incident occurred at an ONGC facility in the Kalol-Mansa area of Gandhinagar district. Firefighting teams were
deployed after flames and smoke were seen at the installation.

The premier oil and gas company insisted it places the highest priority on the safety of its personnel, assets and
neighbouring communities.

The Corporation remains committed to maintaining robust safety standards and emergency-response preparedness
across all its operational locations, the Maharatna PSU said.

Preliminary information suggested the fire at the ONGC installation was caused by a boiler bursting, Kalol Mamlatdar
(revenue department official) Navin Nayi told the media.

(Disclaimer: Except for the headline, this article has not been edited by HDFC Sky editorial team and is auto-generated
from PTI feed.)

Disclaimer

At HDFC SKY, we take utmost care and due diligence in curating and presenting news and market-related content.
However, inadvertent errors or omissions may occasionally occur.

If you have any concerns, questions, or wish to point out any discrepancies in our content, please feel free to write to us
at content@hdfcsec.com.
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ONGC Spends Rs. 942.88 Cr on CSR in FY 2025-26

https://indiacsr.in/ongc-spends-rs-942-88-cr-on-csr-in-fy-2025-26/

Focuses on Healthcare, Education and Disaster Management NEW DELHI (India CSR): Oil and Natural Gas Corporation
Limited (ONGC) spent

Rs. 942.88 crore on Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) activities during the financial year 2025-26, according to its
Integrated Annual Report. The Maharatna public sector enterprise directed the expenditure towards healthcare,
education, livelihood enhancement, disaster management, environmental sustainability and rural infrastructure
development.

ONGC's CSR spending included Rs. 917.09 crore on CSR projects, Rs. 25.55 crore as administrative overheads and
Rs. 0.25 crore on impact assessment. The company's gross CSR obligation for the year stood at Rs. 948.92 crore ,
calculated as 2% of its average net profit under Section 135 of the Companies Act, 2013.

ONGC had an excess CSR spending balance of Rs. 51.13 crore from FY 2024-25. With Board approval, the company
set off this amount against its FY 2025-26 obligation, bringing its net CSR obligation for the year to Rs. 897.79 crore .
The company stated that it spent Rs. 942.88 crore during the year. It also transferred Rs. 97.79 crore to its Unspent CSR
Account on April 30, 2026, for ongoing CSR projects, in line with the statutory framework. The annual report shows that
ONGC had Rs. 45 crore available for set-off in succeeding financial years after accounting for eligible excess expenditure
and surplus arising from CSR projects.

Healthcare and efforts to eradicate hunger, poverty and malnutrition received the largest share of ONGC's CSR
expenditure. The company spent Rs. 358.76 crore in this area during FY 2025-26. The support covered medical
infrastructure, disease prevention, nutrition and outreach camps. This reflects the continuing importance of public health
interventions, particularly in underserved and operational areas where access to quality healthcare services remains a
challenge.

ONGC spent Rs. 276.47 crore on education and livelihood enhancement projects. Its interventions included school
infrastructure, digital classrooms, scholarships, skill development, vocational training, farming support and income-
generation activities. The focus on education and livelihoods is intended to strengthen long-term community resilience.
Better learning facilities can improve educational access for children, while skill development and livelihood initiatives
can help households build more secure income opportunities.

Disaster Management Spending Rises Sharply

The company spent Rs. 136.44 crore on disaster management in FY 2025-26, compared with Rs. 83.86 crore in the
previous year. The rise highlights ONGC's role in supporting communities affected by natural disasters and other
emergencies. The spending assumes added relevance in the context of ONGC's recent Rs. 25 crore pledge for Assam's
flood recovery, including restoration of flood-affected schools and support to the Chief Minister's Relief Fund.

ONGC allocated Rs. 67.85 crore to environmental sustainability initiatives, compared with Rs. 27.55 crore in FY 2024-
25. The interventions included afforestation, renewable energy and waste-management activities. The company also
spent Rs. 43.28 crore on rural infrastructure development, supporting areas such as water supply, solar lighting and
community assets. Women empowerment received Rs. 7.75 crore, while initiatives for gender equality and reducing
inequalities among socially and economically backward groups received Rs. 15.86 crore.

ONGC reported that it created or acquired 38 capital assets through CSR expenditure during the year. The company's
CSR programmes are implemented through ONGC Foundation and other credible implementing agencies, with a stated
focus on marginalised communities, underserved regions and aspirational districts.

Copyright Disclaimer: All rights reserved. No part of this report may be reproduced, republished, distributed or transmitted
in any form without prior written permission from India CSR

India CSR is the largest media on CSR and sustainability offering diverse content across multisectoral issues on business
responsibility. It covers Sustainable Development, Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR), Sustainability, and related
issues in India. Founded in 2009, the organisation aspires to become a globally admired media that offers valuable
information to its readers through responsible reporting.

Page 49 of 88.



https://indiacsr.in/ongc-spends-rs-942-88-cr-on-csr-in-fy-2025-26/

Headline ONGC Kalol field fire controlled, no injuries reported

Publication Indian Chemical News Edition Online Coverage

Published Date 13 Aug 2026

ONGC Kalol field fire controlled, no injuries reported

https://www.indianchemicalnews.com/general/ongc-kalol-field-fire-controlled-no-injuries-reported-31495

The situation is fully under control, and normal production operations have been completely restored
By ICN Bureau | August 13, 2026

A minor fire incident was reported this morning at one of ONGC's installations in the Kalol Field. ONGC's Fire and
Emergency Response teams responded immediately and successfully extinguished the fire.

No injury or harm to any personnel has been reported. The situation is fully under control, and normal production
operations have been completely restored.

ONGC places the highest priority on the safety of its personnel, assets and neighbouring communities. The Corporation
remains committed to maintaining robust safety standards and emergency-response preparedness across all its
operational locations.
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MRPL Appoints 3 New Independent Directors to Board, MoP&NG Approves 3-Year Tenure

https://indianmasterminds.com/news/mrpl-appoints-three-independent-directors-board-224038/

Mangaluru: Mangalore Refinery and Petrochemicals Limited ( MRPL ) has appointed Mr. Lakhan Chandra Mardi, Mr.
Sharwan Singh Karawasra and Mr.

Vipin Malviya as Independent Directors on its Board of Directors.

The appointments were approved by the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas (MoP&NG) through a letter dated August
12, 2026. The appointments are for a period of three years from the date of communication or until further orders,
whichever is earlier.

The appointment of the three Independent Directors is aimed at strengthening MRPL's Board and adding diverse
professional expertise to its corporate governance and strategic decision-making.

The newly appointed directors are:

The appointments are effective from August 13, 2026, according to the company's disclosure.

Read also: MRPL Q1 FY27 Results: Net Profit Jumps to 946 Crore, Revenue Climbs to 41,609 Crore
Mr. Lakhan Chandra Mardi holds degrees in Political Science (Honours) and Law.

He is a practising Advocate at the Jharkhand High Court, Ranchi. He has also served as a former member of the T.P.P.
Committee of the Government of Jharkhand.

His legal and public-sector experience is expected to contribute to the Board's governance and oversight functions.

Mr. Sharwan Singh Karawasra holds a Bachelor of Engineering degree from Rajasthan University/Engineering College
Kota.

He is the Founder and Director of Career Line Coaching Institute. His engineering background and experience in the
education sector bring a different professional perspective to MRPL's Board.

Mr. Vipin Malviya is a graduate in Commerce and Law from Pt. Ravishankar Shukla University.

He is an Advocate and Tax Consultant and is the proprietor of B. M. Malviya & Co. His experience in legal and taxation
matters is expected to add expertise to the company's Board-level deliberations.

MRPL has confirmed that the three newly appointed Independent Directors meet the applicable eligibility requirements.
The company stated that:
The appointments have been made following the approval conveyed by the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas.

The induction of three Independent Directors is expected to strengthen MRPL's Board-level oversight and corporate
governance framework. The diverse backgrounds of the new directors in law, engineering, taxation and professional
services could provide broader perspectives for strategic decision-making and operational oversight.

Mangalore Refinery and Petrochemicals Limited (MRPL) is a leading oil refining and petrochemicals company in India
and a subsidiary of Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) . The company operates a modern refinery and plays a key
role in India's petroleum and energy sector, with a growing focus on efficiency, diversification, and sustainable energy
initiatives.
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ONGC Kalol Fire Under Control; No Injuries Reported

https://industrialoutlook.in/article.php?doc=I35kfobwmwngmIinxcg51myh?2

A fire that broke out at an Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) installation in the Kalol field in Gujarat on Thursday
was brought under control

after emergency teams responded to the incident, with no injuries reported, the state-run energy company said.

ONGC said its fire and emergency response teams responded immediately and extinguished the blaze. Normal
production operations have since been restored, it said.

No injury or harm to any personnel has been reported. The situation is fully under control, and normal production
operations have been completely restored, the company said in a statement.

The incident occurred at an ONGC facility in the Kalol-Mansa area of Gandhinagar district. Firefighting teams were
deployed after flames and smoke were seen at the installation.

The premier oil and gas company insisted it places the highest priority on the safety of its personnel, assets and
neighbouring communities.

The Corporation remains committed to maintaining robust safety standards and emergency-response preparedness
across all its operational locations, the Maharatna PSU said.

Preliminary information suggested the fire at the ONGC installation was caused by a boiler bursting, Kalol Mamlatdar
(revenue department official) Navin Nayi told the media.
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Fire at ONGC Kalol installation brought under control; no injuries reported

https://www.msn.com/en-in/money/general/fire-at-ongc-kalol-installation-brought-under-control-no-injuries-reported/ar-
AA2a0U9g

News18 New Delhi, Aug 13 (PTI) A fire that broke out at an Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) installation in the
Kalol field in Gujarat

on Thursday was brought under control after emergency teams responded to the incident, with no injuries reported, the
state-run energy company said.

ONGC said its fire and emergency response teams responded immediately and extinguished the blaze. Normal
production operations have since been restored, it said.

No injury or harm to any personnel has been reported. The situation is fully under control, and normal production
operations have been completely restored, the company said in a statement.

The incident occurred at an ONGC facility in the Kalol-Mansa area of Gandhinagar district. Firefighting teams were
deployed after flames and smoke were seen at the installation.

ONGC said it places the highest priority on the safety of its personnel, assets and neighbouring communities.

The Corporation remains committed to maintaining robust safety standards and emergency-response preparedness
across all its operational locations, it said. PTI ANZ BAL BAL
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ONGC commits Rs 25 crore to Assam flood relief & school rebuilding

https://www.msn.com/en-in/money/general/ongc-commits-rs-25-crore-to-assam-flood-relief-school-rebuilding/ar-AA2a2A0P

Guwahati: ONGC has pledged Rs 25 crore for Assam's flood recovery and rebuilding of over 700 damaged schools.

Of the total, Rs 5 crore will go to CM's Relief Fund and Rs 20 crore towards school reconstruction, CM Himanta Biswa
Sarma said on Thursday.

State govt said ONGC's aid would provide nearly Rs 3 lakh for each affected school, in addition to the Rs 2 lakh being
provided by govt.

The funds will help restore classrooms, furniture, learning materials and other infrastructure damaged in the latest floods.

Sarma thanked ONGC chairperson and CEO Arun Kumar Singh and the company's employees for supporting the state's
recovery efforts.

ONGC's bond with Assam is one of trust and partnership, built over decades of shared progress, Sarma said in a post
on X'

The Rs 5-crore contribution will support relief, rehabilitation and restoration in flood-hit areas.

Large parts of Assam, particularly upper Assam, have suffered extensive damage to homes, roads, public infrastructure
and agricultural land. Hundreds of schools have also been affected, disrupting education across the state.

Govt is assessing the damage as floodwaters recede and planning repairs and reconstruction. ONGC's assistance is
expected to help restore basic infrastructure and enable students to return to functional classrooms.

Stay updated with the latest news on Times of India . Get all the trending City News India News Business News , and
Sports News . For Entertainment News TV News , and Lifestyle Tips , visit Etimes
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Fire breaks out at Kalol ONGC plant, no injuries reported

https://www.msn.com/en-in/money/general/fire-breaks-out-at-kalol-ongc-plant-no-injuries-reported/ar-AA2a2wfw

Ahmedabad: A fire that broke out at an Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) installation in Kalol-Mansa area of
Gandhinagar district on Thursday was brought under control with no injuries reported, the state-run company said.

Fire and emergency response teams were deployed and the blaze was extinguished, ONGC said. Preliminary information
suggested that the fire was caused by the bursting of a boiler, Kalol mamlatdar Navin Nayi told the media.

No injury or harm to any personnel has been reported. The situation is fully under control, and normal production
operations have been completely restored, the company said in a statement.

ONGC said its fire and emergency response teams responded immediately to the incident and production operations
had since resumed.

The company said it prioritises the safety of its personnel, assets and neighbouring communities and maintains
emergency-response preparedness across its operational locations.

With agency inputs

Stay updated with the latest news on Times of India . Get all the trending City News India News Business News , and
Sports News . For Entertainment News TV News , and Lifestyle Tips , visit Etimes
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ONGC distributes 75,000 Deskits to students under CSR education initiatives

https://mediamartindia.in/ongc-distributes-75000-deskits-to-students-under-csr-education-initiatives/

Oil and Natural Gas Corporation Ltd (ONGC) distributed 75,000 Deskits to 75,000 students across 750 government and
other non-formal schools in six

states and Union Territories as part of its education-focused CSR initiatives during 2025-26, according to the company's
Business Responsibility and Sustainability Report (BRSR).

The Deskits, described by ONGC as school bags convertible into study tables, were distributed to students as part of the
company's efforts to support school education and improve access to learning infrastructure. The education initiatives
formed part of ONGC's wider CSR programme during the year. The company reported CSR spending of Rs 942.88 crore
in FY2025-26, with projects covering education, healthcare, skill development, rural development and other areas.
Alongside the Deskit programme, ONGC undertook a number of initiatives aimed at strengthening digital education
infrastructure in government schools.

In Anand, Gujarat, the company supported the setting up of 97 smart classrooms in government schools. The initiative
wasaimed at improving access to technology-enabled learning facilities in government schools. ONGC also distributed
820 Shiksha tablets in Durg, Chhattisgarh, along with installation of 500 solar streetlights. In Ranaghat, West Bengal, the
company provided Shiksha tablets to 700 students while also providing sewing machines to underprivileged women
under the same CSR intervention. The company's education-related interventions extended beyond digital learning to
school infrastructure and access to basic facilities.

In Panchmabhal, Gujarat, ONGC supported the setting up of 38 smart classes and 35 solar RO water machines at
government schools. In Uttar Pradesh's Salempur Lok Sabha constituency, the company supported installation of 44
smart classes and 30 solar RO plants at government schools. The company also supported formal education
infrastructure, including the construction of Chief Minister Composite Schools in five districts of Uttar Pradesh, according
to the BRSR. Beyond school education, ONGC's CSR portfolio included skill development aimed at improving
employment opportunities among disadvantaged sections. During FY26, the company supported NSDC-certified
electronic-sector skill development training for 1,000 underprivileged persons in Thanjavur, Bokaro, Visakhapatnam and
Ahmedabad.

The company has also undertaken education and youth-development programmes in Jammu and Kashmir, including
guidance courses, vocational education and cultural-value courses for youth. Such initiatives form part of ONGC's
broader focus on community development and capacity building. ONGC's BRSR states that its CSR interventions are
directed towards inclusive development and include programmes for vulnerable and marginalised sections of society.
The company also uses structured mechanisms to engage with priority stakeholder groups in planning its CSR
interventions.
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CM Himanta: ONGC commits ¥25 cr for Assam flood schools

https://lwww.nationpress.com/national/cm-himanta-ongc-commits-25-cr-for-assam-flood-schools

ONGC has committed 25 crore to Assam's flood response 5 crore to the Chief Minister's Relief Fund and 20 crore to
rebuild over 700 flood-damaged schools, supplementing the state's own 2 lakh per-school allocation. CM Himanta Biswa
Sarma thanked ONGC Chairman Arun Kumar for the support.

ONGC has pledged 25 crore toward #AssamFloodsResponse , announced on August 13, 2026 . 20 crore is earmarked
specifically to rebuild more than 700 flood-affected schools , at nearly 3 lakh per school . 5 crore goes to the Chief
Minister's Relief Fund for immediate disaster relief.

The ONGC contribution adds to the 2 lakh per school already being provided by the Assam state government , raising
combined per-school support to roughly 5 lakh .

The pledge was made by ONGC Chairman and CEO Arun Kumar , acknowledged personally by CM Himanta Biswa
Sarma .

ONGC has maintained operational and CSR ties with Assam since the 1950s , when it developed the state's earliest olil
fields.

When annual floods tear through Assam's Brahmaputra valley, they don't just swallow farmland they swallow classrooms.
Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma announced on Thursday, August 13, 2026 , that public-sector energy giant
ONGC has pledged 25 crore toward the state's flood response, with the bulk earmarked to rebuild more than 700 flood-
damaged schools 20 crore for 700 classrooms what the ONGC pledge covers The commitment is split into two tranches.
5 crore goes directly into the Chief Minister's Relief Fund for immediate disaster response. The remaining 20 crore is
routed specifically to school reconstruction, working out to nearly 3 lakh per school across the more than affected
institutions. CM Sarma noted this corporate contribution sits on top of the 2 lakh per school the state government is
already disbursing bringing the combined per-school support to roughly 5 lakh . That stacked funding is designed to
move reconstruction faster and build back sturdier than before. ONGC Chairman and CEO Arun Kumar led the
commitment on behalf of the company. CM Sarma extended 'heartfelt gratitude' to Kumar and the 'entire ONGC family
for standing firmly with the people of Assam in this difficult hour." Seven decades of ONGC in Assam a partnership with
deep roots This pledge is not a one-off act of corporate charity. ONGC has maintained an operational and economic
presence in Assam since the 1950s and 1960s , when the company developed some of its earliest oil fields in the region.
That history gives the relationship a texture that goes beyond a standard CSR cheque itis a decades-long entanglement
of livelihoods, infrastructure, and institutional memory.

The broader pattern is well established: central public-sector undertakings with regional footprints routinely supplement
state disaster relief through targeted CSR contributions, particularly in the Brahmaputra valley , where flooding is not an
aberration but an annual reckoning. Assam governments have long paired their own per-school allocations with corporate
and central support to accelerate post-flood rebuilding cycles. Schools in the flood zone students waiting to return The
focus on schools is pointed. Flood damage to educational infrastructure in Assam compounds quickly displaced students,
disrupted academic calendars, and communities that lose a civic anchor when a school goes under. Directing the majority
of ONGC's contribution at school reconstruction signals a deliberate prioritisation of long-term recovery over short-term
relief optics.

With disbursement timelines and reconstruction schedules still to be confirmed, the test now is execution whether the
combined state-and-ONGC funding translates into rebuilt classrooms before the next monsoon cycle closes in.

Publicly framing the contribution as a product of ‘trust and partnership built over decades' serves a dual purpose: it
validates the state's corporate relationship management and positions Assam's recovery narrative around institutional
solidarity rather than crisis. The deliberate channelling of 20 crore specifically into school reconstruction rather than a
general relief pool reflects a maturing approach to post-flood recovery that prioritises long-term community anchors over
immediate optics. Whether other oil-sector PSUs active in Assam follow with matching announcements will be the real
indicator of whether this signals a broader coordinated response or a one-off gesture.

How much has ONGC donated for Assam flood relief in 2026?

How much money will each flood-affected school in Assam receive?
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Who is the Chairman of ONGC who made the flood relief pledge?
What is the Chief Minister's Relief Fund in Assam?

Why does ONGC have a long-standing relationship with Assam?
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ONGC pledges %25 crore to rebuild flood-hit Assam

https://www.nationpress.com/national/ongc-pledges-25-crore-assam-floods

ONGC has pledged 25 crore to Assam's flood recovery 5 crore to the Chief Minister's Relief Fund and 20 crore to rebuild
over 700 flood-damaged schools in Upper Assam, following a meeting between ONGC Chairman Arun Kumar Singh and
CM Himanta Biswa Sarma on 13 August 2026.

ONGC committed 25 crore to Assam flood relief and recovery on 13 August 2026 . 5 crore goes to the Chief Minister's
Relief Fund for immediate humanitarian assistance. 20 crore is earmarked to rebuild more than 700 flood-damaged
schools in Upper Assam.

The commitment follows a meeting between ONGC Chairman Arun Kumar Singh and CM Dr.
Himanta Biswa Sarma .

Upper Assam faces recurring flood damage along the Brahmaputra corridor, with major inundations recorded in 2020
and 2022 .

ONGC has long-standing operational and CSR presence in Assam, rooted in the state's century-old petroleum history.

When floodwaters recede across Upper Assam, they leave behind something harder to fix than waterlogged fields
shattered classrooms. On Thursday, 13 August 2026 , the Chief Minister's Office of Assam announced that Arun Kumar
Singh , Chairman and CEO of ONGC , met Chief Minister Dr. Himanta Biswa Sarma to commit 25 crore toward flood
relief and infrastructure recovery across the region. The commitment breaks into two clear streams: 5 crore directed to
the Chief Minister's Relief Fund for immediate humanitarian support, and a larger 20 crore earmarked to rebuild more
than 700 flood-damaged schools in Upper Assam. The meeting centred on targeted relief, rehabilitation, and the
restoration of critical infrastructure for communities hit hardest by seasonal inundation. 700 schools and the children
waiting to return The school reconstruction pledge is the sharpest edge of this commitment. Upper Assam's districts sit
along the Brahmaputra's flood corridor a geography that turns every monsoon into a recurring demolition cycle for public
infrastructure. When schools go down, children lose not just classrooms but months of learning, and communities lose
their most visible anchor. Directing 20 crore specifically at rebuilding those structures signals a deliberate shift from
generic relief toward durable recovery. CM Himanta Biswa Sarma appreciated ONGC's 'steadfast partnership' and
underlined the need for 'swift, coordinated and people-centric interventions' language that reflects the state's long-
standing frustration with slow post-flood rebuilding cycles that have followed major inundations in and ONGC's CSR role
in Assam's disaster cycle

ONGC is not a casual donor here. India's largest oil exploration public-sector undertaking has deep operational roots in
Assam the state where India's petroleum story began at Digboi over a century ago. That history creates both a corporate
stake and a social obligation. Channelling CSR funds toward disaster recovery in resource-producing northeastern states
has become a recognised pattern among major PSUs, and ONGC's 25 crore pledge fits squarely within that framework.

The Chief Minister's Relief Fund component ensures money can move fast the fund exists precisely for rapid
disbursement when administrative channels are overwhelmed. The school-rebuilding tranche, by contrast, will require
tendering, construction oversight, and district-level coordination. How quickly those 700-plus schools actually rise will be
the real test of this partnership.

Assam's flood calendar does not pause for paperwork. The clock on this commitment started the moment the pledge was
made.

Where the state's resource wealth and its vulnerability to natural disaster exist in uncomfortable proximity. The deliberate
split between immediate relief and structural rebuilding suggests both sides are aware that past post-flood cycles have
stalled at the relief stage without reaching reconstruction. For CM Himanta Biswa Sarma, securing a large PSU
commitment on schools is politically and administratively useful: it shifts part of the rebuilding burden off the state budget
while delivering a visible, community-level outcome. The real accountability test arrives in the months ahead whether
the 700-plus schools are rebuilt on schedule, or whether the pledge joins a longer list of post-flood promises that outlasted
public attention.

How much money has ONGC given for Assam flood relief in 20267
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Which schools in Assam will ONGC help rebuild after the floods?
What is the Chief Minister's Relief Fund in Assam?
Why does Upper Assam flood so frequently?

What is ONGC's connection to Assam?
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India looking to expand strategic petroleum reserves with new facilities in MP, Rajasthan

https://lwww.newspointapp.com/english/business/india-looking-to-expand-strategic-petroleum-reserves-with-new-facilities-
in-mp-rajasthan-toi/articleshow/145048205d3248abb7ce9f5a9a4f365d2307e742

NEW DELHI: India is looking to expand its strategic petroleum reserves with new facilities at Bina in Madhya Pradesh
and Bikaner in Rajasthan, besides

adding storage capacity at Mangalore, to strengthen the country's energy security against supply disruptions .

According to a parliamentary committee report, govt-owned Indian Strategic Petroleum Reserves Ltd (ISPRL), a special
purpose vehicle, has completed the feasibility study for the Bikaner caverns and is in the process of finalising it. A pre-
feasibility study for Bina has also been completed, with a detailed feasibility report to be initiated soon.

This is in addition to the 1.7 million tonne (MT) storage facility being planned at Mangalore, adjacent to its existing Phase-
| facility. ISPRL has completed a feasibility study, acquired 155 acres of land and is in the process of obtaining special
economic zone (SEZ) notification for 66 acres. The facility will be built by Oil and Natural Gas Corporation.

India currently has strategic oil reserves of 5.3 MT, developed under Phase-I at Mangalore and Padur in Karnataka and
Visakhapatnam in Andhra Pradesh to safeguard against global supply disruptions. The capacity is estimated to meet
about 9.5 days of the country's crude oil requirement, with the reserves managed by ISPRL.

The govt is also adding 6.5 MT of reserves under its Phase-Il expansion plan - 2.5 MT at Padur and 4 MT at Chandikhol
in Odisha.
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It approved the two projects in July 2021. At Chandikhol, 400 acres of land have been acquired and the request for
proposal is under review. At Padur-ll, ISPRL signed the concessionaire agreement with the selected bidder in Oct 2025,
while financial closure is in progress.

The developments have been flagged in the latest action-taken report of the parliamentary standing committee on
petroleum and natural gas, which has urged the ministry to ensure timely completion of the projects and work towards
the global benchmark of maintaining 90 days of crude oil storage.

The committee urged the petroleum ministry to ensure the finalisation of RFPs, SEZ notification and financial closures
within the scheduled timelines, while ensuring optimal utilisation of funds, besides maintaining global standard of 90 days
of crude oil storage within the country as soon as feasible.

The committee also asked the ministry and oil companies to explore more cavern sites in areas with suitable geological
conditions, citing the need to strengthen India's energy security amid global geopolitical uncertainties.
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India Aims to Enhance Strategic Petroleum Reserves with New Facilities in Madhya Pradesh and
Rajasthan

https://observervoice.com/india-aims-to-enhance-strategic-petroleum-reserves-with-new-facilities-in-madhya-pradesh-and-
rajasthan-220955/

NEW DELHI: India is set to enhance its strategic petroleum reserves by establishing new facilities in Bina, Madhya
Pradesh, and Bikaner, Rajasthan, while also increasing storage capacity at Mangalore.

This initiative aims to bolster the country's energy security against potential supply disruptions. The Indian Strategic
Petroleum Reserves Ltd (ISPRL) has completed feasibility studies for the Bikaner caverns and is finalizing plans for Bina.

The ISPRL is also working on a 1.7 million tonne storage facility at Mangalore, adjacent to its existing Phase-I| facility.
The organization has acquired 155 acres of land for this project and is seeking special economic zone (SEZ) notification
for an additional 66 acres. Oil and Natural Gas Corporation will oversee the construction of the facility.

India currently maintains strategic oil reserves of 5.3 million tonnes, developed under Phase-I at Mangalore, Padur in
Karnataka, and Visakhapatnam in Andhra Pradesh. These reserves can cover approximately 9.5 days of the country's
crude oil needs. Under its Phase-Il expansion plan, the government is adding 6.5 million tonnes of reserves, with 2.5
million tonnes at Padur and 4 million tonnes at Chandikhol in Odisha. The projects were approved in July 2021, with land
acquisition and proposal reviews underway.

The parliamentary standing committee on petroleum and natural gas has urged the ministry to ensure timely completion
of these projects and to work towards achieving the global benchmark of maintaining 90 days of crude oil storage. The
committee emphasized the need for finalizing requests for proposals, SEZ notifications, and financial closures within the
scheduled timelines. It also recommended exploring additional cavern sites to strengthen India's energy security amid
global geopolitical uncertainties.

Observer Voice is the one stop site for National International news Sports Editor's Choice Art/culture contents, Quotes
and much more. We also cover historical contents. Historical contents includes World History Indian History , and what
happened today . The website also covers Entertainment across the India and World.
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ONGC Pledges %25 Crore for Assam Flood Relief and School Rebuilding

https://lwww.psuconnect.in/psu-news/ongc-pledges-25-crore-for-assam-flood-relief-and-school-rebuilding

ONGC has pledged 25 crore for restoring flood-affected schools in Assam and contributing to the CM Relief Fund. The
company also faces 175 crore damage to its own facilities.

Guwahati, August 13, 2026: Oil and Natural Gas Corporation Limited (ONGC) has reaffirmed its support to the people of
Assam in the aftermath of the recent devastating floods.

Hon'ble Chief Minister of Assam, Dr. Himanta Biswa Sarma, met ONGC Chairman Shri Arun Kumar Singh. During the
interaction, ONGC announced a pledge of 25 crore

How the Funds Will Be Used

The contribution will support:

Restoration and rebuilding of flood-affected schools and educational institutions
The Chief Minister's Relief Fund

ONGC stated that the assistance aims to help rebuild not only infrastructure but also classrooms and the future of Assam's
children.

Damage to ONGC Facilities

The floods also caused significant damage to ONGC's own installations across Assam. The company estimates the cost
of restoration of its facilities at approximately 175 crore

Despite the impact on its own operations, ONGC has reiterated its firm commitment to supporting Assam'’s recovery and
rebuilding efforts.

The Corporation emphasised its solidarity with the state through the message: With Assam. For Assam. In Assam.
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Fire at Kalol field installation extinguished, production restored: ONGC

https://psuwatch.com/newsupdates/fire-at-kalol-field-installation-extinguished-production-restored-ongc

New Delhi: A fire that broke out at an Oil and Natural Gas Corporation ( ONGC ) installation in the Kalol field in Gujarat
on Thursday has been contained. Emergency teams responded to the incident. No injuries were reported, the state-run
energy company said.

Follow The PSUWatch Channel on WhatsApp
Emergency teams deployed at Kalol-Mansa site

The affected facility is located in the Kalol-Mansa area of Gandhinagar district. Firefighting teams were sent to the site
after flames and smoke were sighted at the installation.

ONGC said its fire and emergency response teams acted immediately and put out the blaze. Normal production
operations have since resumed, the company said.

"No injury or harm to any personnel has been reported. The situation is fully under control, and normal production
operations have been completely restored," ONGC said in a statement.

Follow PSU Watch on LinkedIN
Boiler burst cited as preliminary cause

Preliminary information indicated that the fire was caused by a boiler bursting, Kalol Mamlatdar (revenue department
official) Navin Nayi told the media.

ONGC says safety highest priority
The company said it accords the highest priority to the safety of its personnel, assets and neighbouring communities.

"The Corporation remains committed to maintaining robust safety standards and emergency-response preparedness
across all its operational locations," the Maharatna PSU said.

is India's Business News centre that places the spotlight on PSUs, Bureaucracy, Defence and Public Policy. ? Click to
join our channel now: . Prefer LinkedIn? Follow PSU Watch on . Click to stay connected on and stay updated)
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ONGC Kalol Fire Under Control; No Injuries Reported

https://money.rediff.com/news/market/ongc-kalol-fire-under-control-no-injuries-reported/52414720260813

A fire at ONGC"s Kalol installation in Gujarat was brought under control by emergency teams. No injuries reported, and
normal production operations restored.

New Delhi, Aug 13 (PTI) A fire that broke out at an Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) installation in the Kalol field
in Gujarat on Thursday was brought under control after emergency teams responded to the incident, with no injuries
reported, the state-run energy company said.ONGC said its fire and emergency response teams responded immediately
and extinguished the blaze. Normal production operations have since been restored, it said."No injury or harm to any
personnel has been reported. The situation is fully under control, and normal production operations have been completely
restored," the company said in a statement.The incident occurred at an ONGC facility in the Kalol-Mansa area of
Gandhinagar district. Firefighting teams were deployed after flames and smoke were seen at the installation.ONGC said
it places the highest priority on the safety of its personnel, assets and neighbouring communities."The Corporation
remains committed to maintaining robust safety standards and emergency-response preparedness across all its
operational locations," it said.
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L&T bags mega ¥10,000-15,000 crore order to build India's largest NVIDIA B300 Al factory

https://cfo.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/strateqgy-operations/lt-bags-mega-10000-15000-crore-order-to-build-indias-
largest-nvidia-b300-ai-factory/133200739

Larsen & Toubro will build India's largest Al infrastructure for Together Al. This mega order involves deploying ten
thousand NVIDIA B300 GPUs in Chennai.

The project marks L&T's significant entry into the Al Factory business sector. This facility will support large-scale Al
training and inference workloads. The Al Factory is planned as a gigawatt-scale infrastructure site.

Larsen & Toubro ( L&T ) on Thursday said it has secured a mega order to build what it described as India's largest single-
cluster Al infrastructure , deploying 10,000 NVIDIA B300 GPUs at its Chennai data centre campus for US-based Al cloud
company Together Al

The order is classified to be in the range of Rs 10,000 crore to Rs 15,000 crore.

The project marks L&T's entry into the Al Factory business as the company looks to expand its presence in Al
infrastructure. The facility will support Together Al's Al-native cloud platform, catering to large-scale Al training, inference
and fine-tuning workloads. The shares of Larsen Toubro were trading at Rs 4046.55 apiece on the BSE, up 1.37% on
Thursday as of 11.40 AM.

L&T rejigs its digital infra business, transfers Vyoma.Al for Rs 1,400 crore The Al Factory will be developed by L&T's Al
infrastructure subsidiary LTN Compute, part of Vyoma.Al, and hosted at Vyoma's Chennai data centre campus. The
Chennai campus is planned as a gigawatt-scale Al infrastructure site. Its first phase is designed for 250 MW, with power
infrastructure readiness of 150 MVA, allowing the company to expand Al Factory capacity in the future.

The infrastructure will combine data centre capacity with accelerated computing, high-performance networking, ultra-low-
latency interconnects, parallel storage and Al infrastructure operations.

The platform is designed to allow customers to deploy and scale Al workloads through a single infrastructure stack.

L&T bags major offshore orders worth Rs 5,000-10,000 crore from ONGC for pipeline replacement Artificial Intelligence
is becoming foundational to every industry and Al Factories will power this transformation. Our deployment of an NVIDIA
B300 Al Factory for Together Al marks a significant milestone in L&T's Gigawatt Al Infrastructure Mission and reinforces
our commitment to making India a global hub for next-generation Al infrastructure, said S N Subrahmanyan, chairman
and managing director, Larsen & Toubro.

Vipul Ved Prakash, co-founder and CEO of Together Al, said, Making Al globally accessible is going to be the biggest
infrastructure build-out in human history, and L&T understands that. That's exactly why we partnered with them to bring
the scale, resilience and engineering excellence this moment demands to India.

LTN Compute is developing Al-ready digital infrastructure in India across hyperscale Al data centres, sovereign cloud
platforms, Al Factory services, GPU-as-a-Service and managed Al platforms.

The company said these services will cater to governments, enterprises, cloud providers and Al companies as demand
for computing infrastructure grows.
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India looking to expand strategic petroleum reserves with new facilities in MP, Rajasthan

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/business/india-business/india-looking-to-expand-strategic-petroleum-reserves-with-
new-facilities-in-mp-rajasthan/articleshow/133197082.cms

India is bolstering its energy security by planning strategic reserves of crude oil (representative image) NEW DELHI: India
is looking to expand

its strategic petroleum reserves with new facilities at Bina in Madhya Pradesh and Bikaner in Rajasthan, besides adding
storage capacity at Mangalore, to strengthen the country's energy security against supply disruptions. According to a
parliamentary committee report, govt-owned Indian Strategic Petroleum Reserves Ltd (ISPRL), a special purpose vehicle,
has completed the feasibility study for the Bikaner caverns and is in the process of finalising it. A pre-feasibility study for
Bina has also been completed, with a detailed feasibility report to be initiated soon. This is in addition to the 1.7 million
tonne (MT) storage facility being planned at Mangalore, adjacent to its existing Phase-I facility. ISPRL has completed a
feasibility study, acquired 155 acres of land and is in the process of obtaining special economic zone (SEZ) natification
for 66 acres. The facility will be built by Oil and Natural Gas Corporation. India currently has strategic oil reserves of 5.3
MT, developed under Phase-I at Mangalore and Padur in Karnataka and Visakhapatnam in Andhra Pradesh to safeguard
against global supply disruptions. The capacity is estimated to meet about 9.5 days of the country's crude oil requirement,
with the reserves managed by ISPRL. The govt is also adding 6.5 MT of reserves under its Phase-Il expansion plan - 2.5
MT at Padur and 4 MT at Chandikhol in Odisha. It approved the two projects in July 2021. At Chandikhol, 400 acres of
land have been acquired and the request for proposal is under review. At Padur-Il, ISPRL signed the concessionaire
agreement with the selected bidder in Oct 2025, while financial closure is in progress. The developments have been
flagged in the latest action-taken report of the parliamentary standing committee on petroleum and natural gas, which
has urged the ministry to ensure timely completion of the projects and work towards the global benchmark of maintaining
90 days of crude oil storage. The committee urged the petroleum ministry to ensure the finalisation of RFPs, SEZ
notification and financial closures within the scheduled timelines, while ensuring optimal utilisation of funds, besides
maintaining global standard of 90 days of crude oil storage within the country as soon as feasible. The committee also
asked the ministry and oil companies to explore more cavern sites in areas with suitable geological conditions, citing the
need to strengthen India's energy security amid global geopolitical uncertainties. Get the latest Business News and Live
updates. Download the TOI app.
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ONGC commits Rs 25 crore to Assam flood relief & school rebuilding

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/guwahati/ongc-commits-rs-25-crore-to-assam-flood-relief-school-
rebuilding/articleshow/133218435.cms

Aug 13, 2026, 21:38 IST
CM with ONGC Chairman & CEO Shri Arun Kumar
Guwahati:

ONGC has pledged Rs 25 crore for Assam's flood recovery and rebuilding of over 700 damaged schools. Of the total,
Rs 5 crore will go to CM's Relief Fund and Rs 20 crore towards school reconstruction, CM Himanta Biswa Sarma said
on Thursday. State govt said ONGC's aid would provide nearly Rs 3 lakh for each affected school, in addition to the Rs
2 lakh being provided by govt. The funds will help restore classrooms, furniture, learning materials and other infrastructure
damaged in the latest floods. Sarma thanked ONGC chairperson and CEO Arun Kumar Singh and the company's
employees for supporting the state's recovery efforts. ONGC's bond with Assam is one of trust and partnership, built over
decades of shared progress, Sarma said in a post on X'. The Rs 5-crore contribution will support relief, rehabilitation and
restoration in flood-hit areas. Large parts of Assam, particularly upper Assam, have suffered extensive damage to homes,
roads, public infrastructure and agricultural land. Hundreds of schools have also been affected, disrupting education
across the state. Govt is assessing the damage as floodwaters recede and planning repairs and reconstruction. ONGC's
assistance is expected to help restore basic infrastructure and enable students to return to functional classrooms. Stay
updated with the latest Guwahati news. Download the TOI App.
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Fire breaks out at Kalol ONGC plant, no injuries reported

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/ahmedabad/fire-breaks-out-at-kalol-ongc-plant-no-injuries-
reported/articleshow/133222548.cms

TNN / Aug 14, 2026, 00:14 IST

Ahmedabad: A fire that broke out at an Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) installation in Kalol-Mansa area of
Gandhinagar district on Thursday was brought under control with no injuries reported, the state-run company said. Fire
and emergency response teams were deployed and the blaze was extinguished, ONGC said. Preliminary information
suggested that the fire was caused by the bursting of a boiler, Kalol mamlatdar Navin Nayi told the media. No injury or
harm to any personnel has been reported. The situation is fully under control, and normal production operations have
been completely restored, the company said in a statement. ONGC said its fire and emergency response teams
responded immediately to the incident and production operations had since resumed. The company said it prioritises the
safety of its personnel, assets and neighbouring communities and maintains emergency-response preparedness across
its operational locations. With agency inputs
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Maharashtra Seamless Builds INR 1,709 Crore Order Book, Led by High-Margin Oil & Export Orders

https://tubepipeindia.com/maharashtra-seamless-builds/

Maharashtra Seamless Limited has strengthened its order pipeline with INR 714 crore of orders from ONGC and Oil
India, alongside a strong export component and a special INR 100 crore cylinder pipe order, creating a favourable mix of
higher-margin business

Aug 12, 2026

Maharashtra Seamless Limited (MSL) is seeing a significant improvement in its order book, which currently stands at
INR 1,709 crore, with a strong contribution from high-margin segments. Of the total order book, INR 714 crore worth of
orders have been secured from ONGC and Oil India, making the oil sector a key driver of the company's current order
pipeline.

The company also has a substantial presence in the export segment, which accounts for 20% of the total order book and
is another higher-margin business. In addition, MSL has secured special orders worth INR 100 crore for cylinder pipes,
further strengthening its order mix.

The improved composition of the order book is expected to support margins in the coming quarters. The company has
indicated that the revival in its order book and the accumulation of higher-value orders over recent months have been
particularly encouraging.
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Carmakers discussed E20 contamination risks before public retreat: Report

https://www.business-standard.com/industry/auto/top-automakers-discussed-e20-concerns-before-public-retreat-says-
report-126081300686 1.html

Maruti Suzuki, Tata Motors and Mahindra discussed concerns over chloride and moisture in E20 fuel even as the industry
publicly backed the government's ethanol rollout

E20 has angered motorists, with hundreds alleging it has reduced mileage and increased wear and tear on their cars,
and triggered at least one court challenge

NEW DELHI
Listen to This Article

Hours after India made public assurances last week that its ethanol-blended petrol was safe, the country's main auto
lobby withdrew a complaint about fuel contamination it had sent to the government a week earlier. The group said some
figures needed more checks.

But separate communications between industry executives, reviewed by Reuters, showed that in the preceding days, top
automakers Maruti Suzuki, Tata Motors and Mahindra discussed their concerns about contamination of petrol blended
with 20 per cent ethanol, called E20.

Their data compiled the most comprehensive fuel testing done by the industry since Prime Minister Narendra Modi's
government started rolling out E20 nationwide from last year to help curb pollution and cut oil imports. With no other
petrol available since April 1, consumer concerns have grown about the impact on vehicle performance.

The carmakers' emails show for the first time how they are privately worried about contaminants in E20, like chloride and
moisture, which they say are hurting vehicles, even as they publicly back the government's rollout of the fuel.

The Society of Indian Automobile Manufacturers (Siam) withdrew its July 28 letter on fuel contamination after a
government and public uproar over the warning, saying "some numbers" need "authentication".

The previously unreported industry data and emails reviewed by Reuters show "multiple” automakers had already
conducted extensive tests by collecting over 250 fuel samples from pumps over a year from as many as 21 of India's 36
states and territories. They found high chloride contamination in many of the samples in 18 states, as well as high
moisture content.

The executives' emails raised no concern about data authentication.

Asked for comment on the private emails, Siam told Reuters the data was intended only for internal circulation, discussion
and validation, and collected by "very few" automakers.

Maruti, Tata and Mahindra, who were part of the Siam internal emails seen by Reuters, account for 67 per cent of India's
car market.

As "the testing basis and sample size were insufficient to support definitive conclusions, the communication was
withdrawn" as it was sent inadvertently, SIAM said, adding it intends to undertake a proper scientific study.

The Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas did not respond to requests for comment. Its minister, Hardeep Singh Puri,
said on Friday that two weeks prior to receiving the letter from SIAM, India's oil marketing companies had begun "rigorous
testing” of fuel at retail outlets to check for contamination.

Only four cases of contamination were found, he said. State-run fuel retailers also said last week that extensive random
and scientific tests showed "no cause for any alarm on account of fuel contamination".

Mahindra said conclusions drawn from its executive's emails "are completely baseless and incorrect", industry data is
limited and preliminary, and it does not see issues with E20. Maruti and Tata did not respond to requests for comment.

Auto industry met government to flag chloride concerns
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E20 has angered motorists, with hundreds alleging it has reduced mileage and increased wear and tear on their cars,
and triggered at least one court challenge.

SIAM had earlier said high levels of chloride are corrosive for auto parts, while high moisture levels in fuel can immobilise
a vehicle immediately after fuelling.

In the group emails exchanged among Maruti, Tata, Mahindra and SIAM, Maruti's senior executive Anoop Bhat raised
concerns on the high chloride findings saying this had been privately discussed with the petroleum ministry on July 26.

The tabulated state-wide findings shared by the industry on group emails showed they recorded chloride levels of 6 to
570 parts per million (ppm) in Rajasthan state, 1.4 to 420 ppm in the capital New Delhi and 10 to 357 ppm in Maharashtra.

The Indian government says the permissible limit is 3 ppm.

The data tables also showed moisture levels reaching 13,000 ppm in Andhra Pradesh and 12,500 ppm in Uttar Pradesh,
versus a permissible government benchmark of 3,000 ppm.

While the reason for contamination is not known, SIAM said in its now withdrawn letter it had seen an increase in chloride
levels since the rollout of E20 and has requested the government to direct oil marketing companies to find the root cause.

For moisture, the Siam letter noted, the cause could be inadequate "maintenance of the underground storage tanks and
pipelines at retail outlets".

Maruti's Bhat wrote in his July 26 email that 1 ppm of chloride was the maximum that current fuel injectors, which transport
fuel to the engine, "can tolerate".

"Lesser than 1 ppm in E20 is also in line with international standards. Same is in line with discussion held with" the
petroleum ministry, Bhat wrote.

Mahindra's senior principal engineer of fluids technology, R. Ramaprabhu, said in emails that organic chloride is the
contaminant responsible for the very rapid vehicle failures the industry is seeing and can spoil engines "within 200 km".

"Majority cases reported immediately after fuelling ... is due to organic chloride,” he wrote, adding that Mahindra has
"strong evidences" of fuel sample data from retail outlets.

Mahindra's Ramaprabhu and Maruti's Bhat did not respond to Reuters' queries.

(Only the headline and picture of this report may have been reworked by the Business Standard staff; the rest of the
content is auto-generated from a syndicated feed.)

First Published: Aug 13 2026 | 11:48 AM IST
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Leaked emails reveal Indian carmakers flagged fuel issues before public backtrack, here's all you
need to know

https://www.dnaindia.com/world/report-leaked-emails-reveal-indian-carmakers-flagged-fuel-issues-before-public-backtrack-
here-s-all-you-need-to-know-3218402

Since April 1, no other grade of petrol has been available, and consumer worries about how it affects vehicle performance
have increased.

Days after the Indian government reassured the public that ethanol-blended petrol was safe, the country's leading
automobile body retracted a complaint it had filed with the government a week earlier over fuel contamination. The lobby
said certain data points required further verification.

However, separate internal exchanges reviewed by Reuters revealed that in the days before, major carmakers Maruti
Suzuki, Tata Motors and Mahindra had been discussing concerns about E20 fuel petrol mixed with 20% ethanol.

TRENDING NOW

The testing data they shared represented the industry's most extensive fuel analysis to date, conducted since PM
Narendra Modi's government began the nationwide rollout of E20 last year to reduce pollution and dependence on oil
imports.

E20-only fuel sparks performance concerns

Since April 1, no other grade of petrol has been available, and consumer worries about how it affects vehicle performance
have increased.

Emails from the carmakers reveal, for the first time, their private concerns about contaminants in E20 such as chloride
and moisture that they claim are damaging vehicles, despite their public support for the government's E20 rollout.

The Society of Indian Automobile Manufacturers (SIAM) pulled back its July 28 letter on fuel contamination amid backlash
from the government and the public, stating that "some numbers" required "authentication".

250 samples tested across 21 states

Unreported data and emails seen by Reuters reveal that multiple carmakers conducted extensive fuel testing, collecting
over 250 samples from 21 states and UTs in a year. They detected high chloride in samples from 18 states, plus high
moisture.

The internal emails did not flag any issues with data authentication.

When asked about the private correspondence, SIAM told Reuters the data was meant only for "internal circulation,
discussion and validation" and was gathered by "a very few" automakers.

Maruti, Tata and Mahindra, referenced in SIAM's internal correspondence reviewed by Reuters, account for 67% of the
Indian automobile market.

According to SIAM, the communication was pulled back "inadvertently" as the "testing basis and sample size were
insufficient" for firm conclusions. It plans a full scientific study now.

Ministry did not respond to queries

The Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas did not respond to requests for comment. Minister Hardeep Singh Puri said
on Friday that two weeks before SIAM's letter, oil marketing companies had started "rigorous testing" of fuel at retalil
outlets to check for contamination.

He said only four cases of contamination were detected. State-run fuel retailers also said last week that "extensive
random and scientific tests" found "no cause for any alarm" over fuel contamination.
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Mahindra said inferences drawn from its executive's email correspondence "are completely baseless and incorrect," and
that the available industry data remains "limited and preliminary.” The company added it does not perceive any problems
with E20.

Car makers flag chloride issues to government

E20 fuel has angered consumers, with hundreds alleging reduced fuel efficiency and increased wear and tear on their
cars, and prompting at least one court petition.

SIAM previously said that elevated chloride levels are corrosive to vehicle components, and that high moisture content
can lead to immediate engine stalling post-refueling.

In group email exchanges among Maruti, Tata, Mahindra and SIAM, Maruti's senior executive Anoop Bhat highlighted
the high chloride findings, stating the matter had been privately discussed with the petroleum ministry on July 26.

Tabulated state-level results shared by the industry indicated chloride concentrations of 6 to 570 ppm in Rajasthan, 1.4
to 420 ppm in New Delhi, and 10 to 357 ppm in Maharashtra. The permissible limit set by the Indian government is 3

ppm.

Industry data also showed moisture at 13,000 ppm in Andhra Pradesh and 12,500 ppm in Uttar Pradesh, against the
government cap of 3,000 ppm.

SIAM, in its withdrawn letter, said it doesn't know the reason for contamination but has seen chloride rise post-E20 and
wants oil firms to probe the root cause.

For moisture, SIAM pointed to possible lapses in "maintenance of underground storage tanks and pipelines at retalil
outlets".
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Emails reveal carmakers' E20 fuel contamination worries before public retreat
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With no other petrol available since April 1, consumer concerns have grown about the impact on vehicle performance.

New Delhi: Hours after India made public assurances last week that its ethanol-blended petrol was safe, the country's
main auto lobby withdrew a complaint about fuel contamination it had sent to the government a week earlier. The group
said some figures needed more checks.

ANYTIME, ANYWHERE.

But separate communications between industry executives, reviewed by Reuters , showed that in the preceding days,
top automakers Maruti Suzuki, Tata Motors and Mahindra discussed their concerns about contamination of petrol blended
with 20 per cent ethanol, called E20.

Their data compiled the most comprehensive fuel testing done by the industry since Prime Minister Narendra Modi's
government started rolling out E20 nationwide from last year to help curb pollution and cut oil imports.

With no other petrol available since April 1, consumer concerns have grown about the impact on vehicle performance.

The carmakers' emails show for the first time how they are privately worried about contaminants in E20, like chloride and
moisture, which they say are hurting vehicles, even as they publicly back the government's rollout of the fuel.

The Society of Indian Automobile Manufacturers (SIAM) withdrew its July 28 letter on fuel contamination after a
government and public uproar over the warning, saying "some numbers" need "authentication”.

The previously unreported industry data and emails reviewed by Reuters show "multiple” automakers had already
conducted extensive tests by collecting over 250 fuel samples from pumps over a year from as many as 21 of India's 36
states and territories. They found high chloride contamination in many of the samples in 18 states, as well as high
moisture content.

The executives' emails raised no concern about data authentication.

Asked for comment on the private emails, SIAM told Reuters the data was intended only for internal circulation, discussion
and validation, and collected by "very few" automakers.

Maruti, Tata and Mahindra, who were part of the SIAM internal emails seen by Reuters, account for 67% of India's car
market.

As "the testing basis and sample size were insufficient to support definitive conclusions, the communication was
withdrawn" as it was sent inadvertently, SIAM said, adding it intends to undertake a proper scientific study.

The Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas did not respond to requests for comment. Its minister, Hardeep Singh Puri,
said on Friday that two weeks prior to receiving the letter from SIAM, India's oil marketing companies had begun "rigorous
testing" of fuel at retail outlets to check for contamination.

Only four cases of contamination were found, he said. State-run fuel retailers also said last week that extensive random
and scientific tests showed "no cause for any alarm on account of fuel contamination".

Mahindra said conclusions drawn from its executive's emails "are completely baseless and incorrect", industry data is
limited and preliminary, and it does not see issues with E20. Maruti and Tata did not respond to requests for comment.

E20 has angered motorists, with hundreds alleging it has reduced mileage and increased wear and tear on their cars,
and triggered at least one court challenge.

SIAM had earlier said high levels of chloride are corrosive for auto parts, while high moisture levels in fuel can immobilise
a vehicle immediately after fuelling.

In the group emails exchanged among Maruti, Tata, Mahindra and SIAM, Maruti's senior executive Anoop Bhat raised
concerns on the high chloride findings saying this had been privately discussed with the petroleum ministry on July 26.
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The tabulated state-wide findings shared by the industry on group emails showed they recorded chloride levels of 6 to
570 parts per million (ppm) in Rajasthan state, 1.4 to 420 ppm in the capital New Delhi and 10 to 357 ppm in Maharashtra.

The Indian government says the permissible limit is 3 ppm.

The data tables also showed moisture levels reaching 13,000 ppm in Andhra Pradesh and 12,500 ppm in Uttar Pradesh,
versus a permissible government benchmark of 3,000 ppm.

While the reason for contamination is not known, SIAM said in its now withdrawn letter it had seen an increase in chloride
levels since the rollout of E20 and has requested the government to direct oil marketing companies to find the root cause.

For moisture, the SIAM letter noted, the cause could be inadequate "maintenance of the underground storage tanks and
pipelines at retail outlets".

Maruti's Bhat wrote in his July 26 email that 1 ppm of chloride was the maximum that current fuel injectors, which transport
fuel to the engine, "can tolerate".

"Lesser than 1 ppm in E20 is also in line with international standards. Same is in line with discussion held with" the
petroleum ministry, Bhat wrote.

Mahindra's senior principal engineer of fluids technology, R. Ramaprabhu, said in emails that organic chloride is the
contaminant responsible for the very rapid vehicle failures the industry is seeing and can spoil engines "within 200 km".

"Majority cases reported immediately after fuelling ... is due to organic chloride," he wrote, adding that Mahindra has
"strong evidences" of fuel sample data from retail outlets.

Headline Maruti, Tata, Mahindra raised E20 fuel contamination concerns, emails show
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Maruti, Tata, Mahindra raised E20 fuel contamination concerns, emails show

https://energy.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/oil-and-gas/maruti-tata-mahindra-raised-e20-fuel-contamination-
concerns-emails-show/133203909

Automakers privately expressed concerns about E20 fuel contamination, citing chloride and moisture issues. This data
emerged after the auto lobby withdrew a complaint to the government.

Industry tests found high chloride and moisture levels in many fuel samples. These contaminants are reportedly harming
vehicles and reducing performance.

Maruti, Tata, Mahindra flagged E20 fuel concerns, emails show. REUTERS/Bhawika Chhabra Hours after India made
public assurances last week that its ethanol-blended petrol was safe, the country's main auto lobby withdrew a complaint
about fuel contamination it had sent to the government a week earlier. The group said some figures needed more checks.

But separate communications between industry executives, reviewed by Reuters, showed that in the preceding days, top
automakers Maruti Suzuki Tata Motors and Mahindra discussed their concerns about contamination of petrol blended
with 20% ethanol, called E20.

Advt

Their data compiled the most comprehensive fuel testing done by the industry since Prime Minister Narendra Modi's
government started rolling out E20 nationwide from last year to help curb pollution and cut oil imports.

With no other petrol available since April 1, consumer concerns have grown about the impact on vehicle performance.

The carmakers' emails show for the first time how they are privately worried about contaminants in E20, like chloride and
moisture, which they say are hurting vehicles, even as they publicly back the government's rollout of the fuel.

The Society of Indian Automobile Manufacturers (SIAM) withdrew its July 28 letter on fuel contamination after a
government and public uproar over the warning, saying "some numbers" need "authentication"”.

The previously unreported industry data and emails reviewed by Reuters show "multiple” automakers had already
conducted extensive tests by collecting over 250 fuel samples from pumps over a year from as many as 21 of India's 36
states and territories. They found high chloride contamination in many of the samples in 18 states, as well as high
moisture content.

The executives' emails raised no concern about data authentication.

Asked for comment on the private emails, SIAM told Reuters the data was intended only for internal circulation, discussion
and validation, and collected by "very few" automakers.

Advt

Maruti, Tata and Mahindra, who were part of the SIAM internal emails seen by Reuters, account for 67% of India's car
market.

As "the testing basis and sample size were insufficient to support definitive conclusions, the communication was
withdrawn" as it was sent inadvertently, SIAM said, adding it intends to undertake a proper scientific study.

The Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas did not respond to requests for comment. Its minister, Hardeep Singh Puri,
said on Friday that two weeks prior to receiving the letter from SIAM, India's oil marketing companies had begun "rigorous
testing" of fuel at retail outlets to check for contamination.

Only four cases of contamination were found, he said. State-run fuel retailers also said last week that extensive random
and scientific tests showed "no cause for any alarm on account of fuel contamination".

Mahindra said conclusions drawn from its executive's emails "are completely baseless and incorrect”, industry data is
limited and preliminary, and it does not see issues with E20. Maruti and Tata did not respond to requests for comment.

AUTO INDUSTRY MET GOVERNMENT TO FLAG CHLORIDE CONCERNS

E20 has angered motorists, with hundreds alleging it has reduced mileage and increased wear and tear on their cars,
and triggered at least one court challenge.
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SIAM had earlier said high levels of chloride are corrosive for auto parts, while high moisture levels in fuel can immobilise
a vehicle immediately after fuelling.

In the group emails exchanged among Maruti, Tata, Mahindra and SIAM, Maruti's senior executive Anoop Bhat raised
concerns on the high chloride findings saying this had been privately discussed with the petroleum ministry on July 26.

The tabulated state-wide findings shared by the industry on group emails showed they recorded chloride levels of 6 to
570 parts per million (ppm) in Rajasthan state, 1.4 to 420 ppm in the capital New Delhi and 10 to 357 ppm in Maharashtra.

The Indian government says the permissible limit is 3 ppm.

The data tables also showed moisture levels reaching 13,000 ppm in Andhra Pradesh and 12,500 ppm in Uttar Pradesh,
versus a permissible government benchmark of 3,000 ppm.

While the reason for contamination is not known, SIAM said in its now withdrawn letter it had seen an increase in chloride
levels since the rollout of E20 and has requested the government to direct oil marketing companies to find the root cause.

For moisture, the SIAM letter noted, the cause could be inadequate "maintenance of the underground storage tanks and
pipelines at retail outlets".

Maruti's Bhat wrote in his July 26 email that 1 ppm of chloride was the maximum that current fuel injectors, which transport
fuel to the engine, "can tolerate".

"Lesser than 1 ppm in E20 is also in line with international standards. Same is in line with discussion held with" the
petroleum ministry, Bhat wrote.

Mahindra's senior principal engineer of fluids technology, R. Ramaprabhu, said in emails that organic chloride is the
contaminant responsible for the very rapid vehicle failures the industry is seeing and can spoil engines "within 200 km".

"Majority cases reported immediately after fuelling ... is due to organic chloride," he wrote, adding that Mahindra has
"strong evidences" of fuel sample data from retail outlets.

Mahindra's Ramaprabhu and Maruti's Bhat did not respond to Reuters' queries. Home
News
Oil & Gas

Maruti, Tata, Mahindra raised E20 fuel contamination concerns, emails show
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Beyond E20: What India's ethanol industry is aiming for next

https://www.financialexpress.com/business/news/beyond-e20-what-indias-ethanol-industry-is-aiming-for-next/4316617/

India reached its 20% ethanol blending target early, boosting farmer income and cutting oil imports, while exploring higher
blends like E25 and E85 amid challenges in consumer acceptance and industry capacity.

India's ethanol success story has a paradox at its core. The country hit its 20% blending target five years ahead of
schedule, converting sugarcane, rice and maize into a fuel that has cut crude oil imports, pumped over 1.29 lakh crore
into sugar mills and generated more than 1.60 lakh crore in additional farmer income since 2014.

But the push towards E20 has also raised concerns among consumers and parts of the auto industry, particularly over
mileage, vehicle compatibility and the long-term impact of higher ethanol blends on older vehicles. As the debate around
E20 continues, the government is already looking at what comes next.

Now, E25 is on the cards, while E85 is being rolled out for flex-fuel vehicles. Ethanol is also being explored for uses
beyond petrol, including sustainable aviation fuel, chemicals, pharmaceuticals, marine fuel and even cooking fuel.

India Inc's gender diversity paradox: 1,498 women hold board positions, just 9 are CEOs

But while the country is preparing for higher blending levels, ethanol producers are sitting on huge unused capacity. The
ethanol industry says the road ahead is not going to be easy.

While India's ethanol programme has helped cut crude oil imports and given farmers an additional source of income,
many ethanol producers are struggling with low demand and excess capacity.

Pushpinder Singh, President of the Bharat Independent Ethanol Producers Association (BIEPA), spoke to Financial
Express about what the industry needs as India moves beyond E20.

India's ethanol story is bigger than just E20

With India importing nearly 88.5% of its crude oil, BIEPA said domestically produced alternate fuels can reduce exposure
to global oil prices, shipping disruptions and geopolitical shocks. At the same time, ethanol production capacity has nearly
tripled over the past decade, from around 680 crore litres to almost 2,000 crore litres, making India the world's third-
largest ethanol producer after the US and Brazil.

But the big question now is what happens after E20.

The Bureau of Indian Standards has already notified fuel-quality standards for E22, E25, E27 and E30, while the
government has started selling E85 at 48 outlets for flex-fuel vehicles. This is planned to rise to 500 outlets by December
2026 and around 5,000 by December 2027.

Union minister Nitin Gadkari has also approved rules allowing 100% ethanol, or E100, as a standalone fuel. Automakers
such as Maruti Suzuki and Hero MotoCorp have started rolling out flex-fuel vehicles.

But ethanol's future may go beyond transport. The industry is exploring its use in sustainable aviation fuel, chemicals,
pharmaceuticals, marine fuel and other sectors that could create fresh demand.

E85 is the next big step, but consumers will decide

As India looks beyond E20, Singh said it is important to get one point right: the next high-blend target for road transport
is E85, not E8O. India has sufficient installed ethanol capacity to move well beyond E20, Singh said.

But moving the entire country to high ethanol blends will take time. According to Singh, four things will be important for
the transition: more flex-fuel vehicles, dedicated fuel infrastructure, a stable policy for feedstock and, most importantly,
attractive prices for consumers.

Data Centre Power Boom: Why renewable developers are demanding a Rs 3,000 crore relief package

Without attractive consumer pricing and clear economic incentives, he warned, adoption could remain slow even if India
has enough ethanol.
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The government has already started building the infrastructure needed for E85. Petroleum Minister Hardeep Singh Puri
has said E85 could be priced around 20 per litre cheaper than regular petrol. Government projections suggest India's
ethanol blending rate could reach nearly 26% by 2030-31 as the E85 network expands.

Is sustainable aviation fuel ethanol's next big opportunity?
The next phase of India's ethanol story may not be limited to petrol pumps.

Singh said there are already established uses for ethanol in chemicals, solvents, pharmaceuticals and sanitisers. But
one of the biggest opportunities could come from aviation.

He described sustainable aviation fuel made through alcohol-to-jet technology as its next major energy opportunity.

Ethanol could also find a role in marine fuel. However, Singh said these applications are still under scrutiny when it comes
to their commercial viability.

Can ethanol find a new market in cooking fuel?

There has also been growing interest in using ethanol as a cooking fuel. Singh, however, was cautious about this idea.
Ethanol can be used in specially designed liquid fuel stoves, he said.

But using it across the country would not be simple. Nationwide adoption would require dedicated appliances, safe
distribution, competitive pricing and consumer acceptance, he said.

That means ethanol-based cooking fuel is still some distance away from becoming a commercial option, despite the
attention it has received.

Ethanol prices may need to rise

The cost of producing ethanol is another concern. Feedstock accounts for around 80% of the total production cost. These
costs have been rising across the country, with concerns over the monsoon and the impact of El Nio adding to the
pressure.

At the same time, when a factory operates below capacity, the cost of converting the raw material into ethanol also rises
on a per-litre basis.

Singh believes ethanol prices will have to reflect these higher costs. A calibrated increase is therefore both reasonable
and necessary to protect plant viability and debt repayment capacity, he said. He also wants India to eventually move
towards a more predictable pricing system.

At present, ethanol prices are administratively fixed by the Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs. Government data
shows that oil marketing companies' weighted average procurement cost for ethanol in Ethanol Supply Year 2025-26 is
above 71 per litre, including GST and transportation costs.

The Centre, however, has maintained that the ethanol blending programme is not intended to maximise OMC profits.

India's ethanol push is also raising concerns over food security, as growing demand for maize could reduce land available
for pulses and oilseeds and increase edible oil imports. At the same time, ethanol plants are facing opposition in several
states over groundwater use and pollution, showing that future expansion will need to address both environmental
concerns and local resistance.

Vehicle owners are still worried about E20

As India moves towards E25 and E85, one major challenge will be convincing consumers that higher ethanol blends are
safe for their vehicles. Since the nationwide E20 rollout in April, protests have taken place in Delhi and other parts of the
country over claims that ethanol can damage older engines and reduce mileage.

One demonstration in August drew crowds who cited around 200,000 petitions on the issue. The Ministry of Petroleum
has rejected these concerns as largely unfounded.

The Society of Indian Automobile Manufacturers has said the actual impact on mileage is relatively small, at around 2-
4%.

Tests by Indian Oil Corporation and the Automotive Research Association of India found no compatibility issues with
vehicles using ethanol-blended fuel. However, many vehicle owners still remain unconvinced.

What does the industry want over the next five years?

For Singh, the next five years should not simply be about setting bigger blending targets. His first priority is ensuring
equitable distribution. He also wants the industry to focus on building consumer trust in the ethanol programme.

Page 81 of 88.




Moving to E25 is another priority, but Singh said it needs to happen keeping everyone's interests in mind, including the
consumer.

Faster adoption of flex-fuel vehicles is also important if India wants E85 to succeed. The message from BIEPA is therefore
somewhat different from the government's bigger blending ambitions.

The government is looking at a blending rate of nearly 26% by 2030-31. But for independent ethanol producers, the
bigger question is whether the growth created by the programme reaches more companies instead of remaining
concentrated among a few.
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Iran says no US deal as Trump invokes Allah, claims America will ‘keep' Hormuz

https://www.newsdrum.in/international/iran-says-no-us-deal-as-trump-invokes-allah-claims-america-will-keep-hormuz-
12254911

Iran says there are no talks on extending the June framework and no progress on restoring it, even as Trump claims US
control of Hormuz. Tehran is separately discussing a shipping arrangement with Oman

New Delhi: Iran on Wednesday rejected reports that it had agreed with the United States to extend the interim framework
aimed at ending their conflict, widening the gap between Tehran's account of diplomacy and US President Donald
Trump's claims that negotiations remain underway.

A senior Iranian source said there had been "absolutely no progress” on getting Washington to return to the June
agreement or set a timetable for implementing its commitments. The source also denied that the two sides had agreed
to extend a 60-day negotiating period.

Trump responded by declaring that the US had "total control” over the Strait of Hormuz.

"The U.S.A. has total control over the Strait of Hormuz. | THINK WE WILL KEEP IT!" Trump wrote on Truth Social. He
described the US naval blockade as a "WALL OF STEEL", claimed Iran's military and economy had been weakened and
ended the post with: "Praise be to Allah!"

It was not the first time Trump used the phrase while threatening Iran. He used similar language in April after warning of
attacks on Iranian infrastructure unless Tehran reopened Hormuz.

The latest exchange reflects three parallel disputes: whether negotiations are actually underway, whether the June
agreement remains alive, and who exercises effective control over Hormuz.

Indirect messages, but no direct talks
Iran is not denying all communication with Washington.

Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi said there were no direct negotiations with the US and that Tehran would not resume
them while Washington remained in breach of the June understanding. Messages were still being exchanged through
Pakistan and Qatar.

Pakistan has taken a different view, saying the June arrangement remains valid and that its negotiating deadline can be
extended. Islamabad has been trying to revive diplomacy, including through recent contacts with Tehran.

Iran's position is that Washington broke the agreement shortly after it was reached and later withdrew from it.

The June memorandum called for an end to military operations and created a 60-day window for negotiations on a
broader settlement covering Iran's nuclear programme, sanctions and navigation through Hormuz.

The arrangement soon unravelled. Washington accused Tehran of failing to honour commitments on commercial
passage through Hormuz, while Iran accused the US of failing to lift its blockade, release frozen Iranian funds and meet
other commitments.

Oman talks are separate
Iran is separately negotiating with Oman over navigation through Hormuz.

Tehran says those talks are advanced and concern the route and mechanism under which vessels could eventually move
through the strait. Iranian officials say the two countries have broadly agreed on a shipping route, with technical details
still under discussion.

But an Iran-Oman arrangement would not amount to a US-Iran settlement.

Tehran has linked the full reopening of Hormuz to wider demands, including an end to US military action, removal of the
naval blockade, sanctions relief, release of frozen assets and compensation for wartime damage.
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Trump has made a competing compensation demand, saying Iran should compensate the US for deaths and damage
he attributes to Tehran over several decades.

Nuclear dispute remains central
The Hormuz confrontation is tied to the wider US-Iran conflict over Tehran's nuclear programme.

The US and Israel began military operations against Iran on February 28. Trump said the campaign was intended to
prevent Iran from acquiring nuclear weapons and weaken its ability to threaten the US and regional allies. Tehran
maintains that its nuclear programme is peaceful.

The June framework was meant to create space for a broader agreement covering the nuclear issue and sanctions relief.
Those talks have effectively stalled as both sides first dispute the ceasefire terms and access to Hormuz.

Iran has also continued to signal that it retains the ability to strike US and allied interests despite extensive attacks on its
military infrastructure.

The conflict is spreading beyond the Gulf. Iran-backed Houthis have stepped up attacks around Yemen and the Bab el-
Mandeb Strait, increasing risks to another major shipping route linking the Red Sea and Arabian Sea.

Impact on oil supply

Before the war, roughly one-fifth of the world's traded oil passed through Hormuz, making any prolonged disruption a
global economic risk.

Qil prices rose again on Wednesday as expectations of an early diplomatic breakthrough weakened, with Brent trading
around $89 a barrel.

For Trump, sustained high oil and fuel prices could also become a domestic political issue ahead of the November US
midterm elections.

India remains directly exposed. Oil Minister Hardeep Singh Puri said that before the disruption, as much as half of India's
crude imports, 90 per cent of imported LPG and 60 per cent of gas imports passed through Hormuz.

India has since diversified supplies and raised domestic production to limit shortages, but higher international prices have
still increased its import costs.

New Delhi also has a maritime-security concern after Indian seafarers were killed and injured in attacks on commercial
vessels in July. India called for an end to violence and the restoration of safe commercial navigation.
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Maruti, Tata, Mahindra raised E20 fuel contamination concerns, emails show

https://leconomictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/auto/auto-news/emails-reveal-indian-carmakers-fuel-contamination-
worries-before-public-retreat/articleshow/133199689.cms

Automakers privately expressed concerns about E20 fuel contamination, citing chloride and moisture issues. This data
emerged after the auto lobby withdrew a complaint to the government. Industry tests found high chloride and moisture
levels in many fuel samples. These contaminants are reportedly harming vehicles and reducing performance.

NEW DELHI, - Hours after India made public assurances last week that its was safe, the country's main auto lobby
withdrew a complaint about fuel contamination it had sent to the government a week earlier. The group said some figures
needed more checks.

But separate communications between industry executives, reviewed by Reuters, showed that in the preceding days, top
automakers and Mahindra discussed their concerns about contamination of petrol blended with 20% ethanol, called E20.

Their data compiled the most comprehensive fuel testing done by the industry since Prime Minister Narendra Modi's
government started rolling out E20 nationwide from last year to help curb pollution and cut oil imports.

With no other petrol available since April 1, consumer concerns have grown about the impact on vehicle performance.

The carmakers' emails show for the first time how they are privately worried about contaminants in E20, like chloride and
moisture, which they say are hurting vehicles, even as they publicly back the government's rollout of the fuel.

The Society of Indian Automobile Manufacturers (SIAM) withdrew its July 28 letter on fuel contamination after a
government and public uproar over the warning, saying "some numbers" need "authentication".

The previously unreported industry data and emails reviewed by Reuters show "multiple" automakers had already
conducted extensive tests by collecting over 250 fuel samples from pumps over a year from as many as 21 of India's 36
states and territories. They found high chloride contamination in many of the samples in 18 states, as well as high
moisture content.

The executives' emails raised no concern about data authentication.

Asked for comment on the private emails, SIAM told Reuters the data was intended only for internal circulation, discussion
and validation, and collected by "very few" automakers.

Maruti, Tata and Mahindra, who were part of the SIAM internal emails seen by Reuters, account for 67% of India's car
market.

As "the testing basis and sample size were insufficient to support definitive conclusions, the communication was
withdrawn" as it was sent inadvertently, SIAM said, adding it intends to undertake a proper scientific study.

The Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas did not respond to requests for comment. Its minister, Hardeep Singh Puri,
said on Friday that two weeks prior to receiving the letter from SIAM, India's oil marketing companies had begun "rigorous
testing" of fuel at retail outlets to check for contamination.

Only four cases of contamination were found, he said. State-run fuel retailers also said last week that extensive random
and scientific tests showed "no cause for any alarm on account of fuel contamination".

Mahindra said conclusions drawn from its executive's emails "are completely baseless and incorrect”, industry data is
limited and preliminary, and it does not see issues with E20. Maruti and Tata did not respond to requests for comment.

AUTO INDUSTRY MET GOVERNMENT TO FLAG CHLORIDE CONCERNS

E20 has angered motorists, with hundreds alleging it has reduced mileage and increased wear and tear on their cars,
and triggered at least one court challenge.

SIAM had earlier said high levels of chloride are corrosive for auto parts, while high moisture levels in fuel can immobilise
a vehicle immediately after fuelling.
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In the group emails exchanged among Maruti, Tata, Mahindra and SIAM, Maruti's senior executive Anoop Bhat raised
concerns on the high chloride findings saying this had been privately discussed with the petroleum ministry on July 26.

The tabulated state-wide findings shared by the industry on group emails showed they recorded chloride levels of 6 to
570 parts per million (ppm) in Rajasthan state, 1.4 to 420 ppm in the capital New Delhi and 10 to 357 ppm in Maharashtra.

The Indian government says the permissible limit is 3 ppm.

The data tables also showed moisture levels reaching 13,000 ppm in Andhra Pradesh and 12,500 ppm in Uttar Pradesh,
versus a permissible government benchmark of 3,000 ppm.

While the reason for contamination is not known, SIAM said in its now withdrawn letter it had seen an increase in chloride
levels since the rollout of E20 and has requested the government to direct oil marketing companies to find the root cause.

For moisture, the SIAM letter noted, the cause could be inadequate "maintenance of the underground storage tanks and
pipelines at retail outlets".

Maruti's Bhat wrote in his July 26 email that 1 ppm of chloride was the maximum that current fuel injectors, which transport
fuel to the engine, "can tolerate".

"Lesser than 1 ppm in E20 is also in line with international standards. Same is in line with discussion held with" the
petroleum ministry, Bhat wrote.

Mahindra's senior principal engineer of fluids technology, R. Ramaprabhu, said in emails that organic chloride is the
contaminant responsible for the very rapid vehicle failures the industry is seeing and can spoil engines "within 200 km".

"Majority cases reported immediately after fuelling ... is due to organic chloride," he wrote, adding that Mahindra has
"strong evidences" of fuel sample data from retail outlets.

Headline Maruti, Tata, Mahindra privately shared concerns on E20 with Government before public retreat

Page 86 of 88.




Publication The Hindu Edition Online Coverage

Published Date 13 Aug 2026

Maruti, Tata, Mahindra privately shared concerns on E20 with Government before public retreat

https://www.thehindu.com/business/Industry/emails-reveal-carmakers-shared-concerns-on-e20-with-government-before-
public-retreat/article71340483.ece

The carmakers' emails show how they are privately worried about contaminants in E20, like chloride and moisture, which
they say are hurting vehicles, even as they publicly back the Government's rollout of the fuel

Hours after the Centre made public assurances that its ethanol-blended petrol was safe , India's main auto lobby withdrew
a complaint about fuel contamination it had sent to the Government a week earlier. The group said some figures needed
more checks.

But separate communications between industry executives, reviewed by Reuters , showed that in the preceding days,
top automakers Maruti Suzuki, Tata Motors and Mahindra discussed their concerns about contamination of petrol blended
with 20% ethanol, called E20.

Their data compiled the most comprehensive fuel testing done by the industry since Prime Minister Narendra Modi's
Government started rolling out E20 nationwide from last year to help curb pollution and cut oil imports.

With no other petrol available since April 1, consumer concerns have grown about the impact on vehicle performance.

The carmakers' emails show for the first time how they are privately worried about contaminants in E20, like chloride and
moisture, which they say are hurting vehicles, even as they publicly back the government's rollout of the fuel.

The Society of Indian Automobile Manufacturers (SIAM) withdrew its July 28 letter on fuel contamination after a
government and public uproar over the warning, saying some numbers need authentication.

The previously unreported industry data and emails reviewed by Reuters show multiple automakers had already
conducted extensive tests by collecting over 250 fuel samples from pumps over a year from as many as 21 States and
Union Territories. They found high chloride contamination in many of the samples in 18 States, as well as high moisture
content.

The executives' emails raised no concern about data authentication.

Asked for comment on the private emails, SIAM told Reuters the data was intended only for internal circulation, discussion
and validation, and collected by very few automakers.

Maruti, Tata and Mahindra, who were part of the SIAM internal emails seen by Reuters , account for 67% of India's car
market.

As the testing basis and sample size were insufficient to support definitive conclusions, the communication was withdrawn
as it was sent inadvertently, SIAM said, adding it intends to undertake a proper scientific study.

The Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas did not respond to requests for comment. Minister Hardeep Singh Puri said
on Friday that two weeks prior to receiving the letter from SIAM, India's oil marketing companies had begun rigorous
testing of fuel at retail outlets to check for contamination.

Only four cases of contamination were found, he said. State-run fuel retailers also said last week that extensive random
and scientific tests showed no cause for any alarm on account of fuel contamination.

Mahindra said conclusions drawn from its executive's emails are completely baseless and incorrect, industry data is
limited and preliminary, and it does not see issues with E20. Maruti and Tata did not respond to requests for comment.

Auto industry met Govt to flag chloride concerns

E20 has angered motorists, with hundreds alleging it has reduced mileage and increased wear and tear on their cars,
and triggered at least one court challenge.

SIAM had earlier said high levels of chloride are corrosive for auto parts, while high moisture levels in fuel can immobilise
a vehicle immediately after fuelling.

In the group emails exchanged among Maruti, Tata, Mahindra and SIAM, Maruti's senior executive Anoop Bhat raised
concerns on the high chloride findings saying this had been privately discussed with the petroleum ministry on July 26.
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The tabulated State-wide findings shared by the industry on group emails showed they recorded chloride levels of 6 to
570 parts per million (ppm) in Rajasthan, 1.4 to 420 ppm in New Delhi and 10 to 357 ppm in Maharashtra.

The Indian government says the permissible limit is 3 ppm.

The data tables also showed moisture levels reaching 13,000 ppm in Andhra Pradesh and 12,500 ppm in Uttar Pradesh,
versus a permissible government benchmark of 3,000 ppm.

While the reason for contamination is not known, SIAM said in its now withdrawn letter it had seen an increase in chloride
levels since the rollout of E20 and has requested the government to direct oil marketing companies to find the root cause.

For moisture, the SIAM letter noted, the cause could be inadequate maintenance of the underground storage tanks and
pipelines at retail outlets.

Maruti's Mr. Bhat wrote in his July 26 email that 1 ppm of chloride was the maximum that current fuel injectors, which
transport fuel to the engine, can tolerate.

Lesser than 1 ppm in E20 is also in line with international standards. Same is in line with discussion held with the
petroleum ministry, Mr. Bhat wrote.

Mahindra's senior principal engineer of fluids technology, R. Ramaprabhu, said in emails that organic chloride is the
contaminant responsible for the very rapid vehicle failures the industry is seeing and can spoil engines within 200 km.

Majority cases reported immediately after fuelling ... is due to organic chloride, he wrote, adding that Mahindra has strong
evidences of fuel sample data from retail outlets.
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