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India looking to expand strategic petroleum reserves with new facilities in MP, Rajasthan 

https://www.7globe.in/india-looking-to-expand-strategic-petroleum-reserves-with-new-facilities-in-mp-rajasthan/ 

  
India is bolstering its energy security by planning strategic reserves of crude oil (representative image) 

NEW DELHI: India is looking to expand its strategic petroleum reserves with new facilities at Bina in Madhya Pradesh 

and Bikaner in Rajasthan, besides adding storage capacity at Mangalore, to strengthen the country's energy security 

against supply disruptions. According to a parliamentary committee report, govt-owned Indian Strategic Petroleum 

Reserves Ltd (ISPRL), a special purpose vehicle, has completed the feasibility study for the Bikaner caverns and is in 

the process of finalising it. A pre-feasibility study for Bina has also been completed, with a detailed feasibility report to be 

initiated soon. This is in addition to the 1.7 million tonne (MT) storage facility being planned at Mangalore, adjacent to its 

existing Phase-I facility. ISPRL has completed a feasibility study, acquired 155 acres of land and is in the process of 

obtaining special economic zone (SEZ) notification for 66 acres. The facility will be built by Oil and Natural Gas 

Corporation. India currently has strategic oil reserves of 5.3 MT, developed under Phase-I at Mangalore and Padur in 

Karnataka and Visakhapatnam in Andhra Pradesh to safeguard against global supply disruptions. The capacity is 

estimated to meet about 9.5 days of the country's crude oil requirement, with the reserves managed by ISPRL. The govt 

is also adding 6.5 MT of reserves under its Phase-II expansion plan  2.5 MT at Padur and 4 MT at Chandikhol in Odisha. 

It approved the two projects in July 2021. At Chandikhol, 400 acres of land have been acquired and the request for 

proposal is under review. At Padur-II, ISPRL signed the concessionaire agreement with the selected bidder in Oct 2025, 

while financial closure is in progress. The developments have been flagged in the latest action-taken report of the 

parliamentary standing committee on petroleum and natural gas, which has urged the ministry to ensure timely 

completion of the projects and work towards the global benchmark of maintaining 90 days of crude oil storage. The 

committee urged the petroleum ministry to ensure the finalisation of RFPs, SEZ notification and financial closures within 

the scheduled timelines, while ensuring optimal utilisation of funds, besides maintaining global standard of 90 days of 

crude oil storage within the country as soon as feasible. The committee also asked the ministry and oil companies to 

explore more cavern sites in areas with suitable geological conditions, citing the need to strengthen India's energy security 

amid global geopolitical uncertainties. 
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Oil and Natural Gas Corporation appoints Dr. Thakur to its board for three years 

https://www.balajiequities.com/Market/News/News-details/5008499 

  
Oil and Natural Gas Corporation Limited announced the appointment of Dr. Archna Thakur as a Non Official Independent 

Director to its Board, effective 

August 13, 2026, for a period of three years or until further orders, as per a letter from the Ministry of Petroleum and 

Natural Gas dated August 12, 2026. 
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ONGC turns to Shell for deepwater and LNG opportunities, but when does the MoU become real 

investment? August 13, 2026 

https://business-news-today.com/ongc-turns-to-shell-for-deepwater-and-lng-opportunities-but-when-does-the-mou-

become-real-investment/ 

  
Oil and Natural Gas Corporation Limited and Shell Energy India are evaluating joint deepwater exploration, farm-in 

opportunities and LNG sourcing as India opens more offshore acreage. The strategic fit is clear, but no block, drilling 

budget, LNG volume or investment commitment has yet been agreed. Share this: Share on Facebook (Opens in new 

window) Facebook Share on X (Opens in new window) X Print (Opens in new window) Print Email a link to a friend 

(Opens in new window) Email Share on LinkedIn (Opens in new window) LinkedIn Share on Reddit (Opens in new 

window) Reddit Share on Tumblr (Opens in new window) Tumblr Share on Pinterest (Opens in new window) Pinterest 

Share on Telegram (Opens in new window) Telegram Share on Threads (Opens in new window) Threads Share on 

WhatsApp (Opens in new window) WhatsApp 

Oil and Natural Gas Corporation Limited (NSE: ONGC) has signed a non-binding memorandum of understanding with 

Shell Energy India Private Limited to evaluate cooperation across deepwater and ultra-deepwater exploration and 

liquefied natural gas sourcing in India. The August 10 agreement covers potential joint participation in Open Acreage 

Licensing Policy Rounds X and XI, future bidding rounds and possible farm-in or farm-out transactions involving ONGC's 

existing OALP acreage. It also creates a framework for the companies to explore LNG sourcing opportunities as India 

seeks greater gas availability alongside higher domestic hydrocarbon production. The agreement connects ONGC's 

extensive Indian offshore acreage with Shell's global deepwater, integrated-gas and LNG capabilities, but it does not 

commit either company to a specific block, well, capital programme or LNG purchase. The central question is therefore 

not whether ONGC has found another international partner, but whether the framework progresses into binding acreage 

participation and drilling investment capable of changing ONGC's production trajectory. 

What exactly have ONGC and Shell Energy India agreed to evaluate under the August 10 memorandum? 

The upstream portion of the memorandum covers possible joint bidding for deepwater and ultra-deepwater blocks being 

offered through OALP Rounds X and XI, as well as later licensing rounds under India's broader Samudra Manthan 

offshore exploration push. ONGC and Shell Energy India can also evaluate farm-in and farm-out opportunities involving 

blocks that ONGC already holds. A farm-in could allow Shell to acquire an economic interest in selected acreage and 

contribute technical expertise or capital, while a farm-out could reduce ONGC's share of exploration expenditure and 

distribute geological risk between the partners. 

None of those outcomes has yet occurred. The memorandum is explicitly non-binding, and neither company has 

announced acreage selected for participation, equity percentages, operatorship, work commitments, seismic 

expenditure, drilling schedules or an agreed investment value. That distinction matters because deepwater 

memorandums can precede years of technical evaluation before a commercial drilling decision emerges, particularly 

where frontier geology and expensive wells require substantial subsurface confidence. 

The LNG component is similarly exploratory. ONGC and Shell Energy India intend to evaluate potential sourcing 

arrangements, but they have not announced a sale and purchase agreement, contracted annual volume, pricing formula, 

delivery period or terminal destination. Investors should consequently treat the LNG language as strategic optionality 

rather than contracted future gas supply. 

Why could Shell's deepwater expertise matter when ONGC's domestic production still faces execution pressure? 

ONGC entered the new collaboration after reporting a financially strong but operationally mixed first quarter of fiscal 

2026-27. Standalone net profit more than doubled to 17,034 crore and revenue from operations increased 45.2% to 

46,460 crore, supported by substantially higher crude and gas realisations. Crude production, however, declined 5.5% 

year on year to 4.95 million tonnes and natural gas production fell 2% to 4.851 billion cubic metres. 

The production figures highlight why frontier exploration matters despite the near-term earnings benefit from commodity 

prices. ONGC attributed part of the output weakness to reservoir behaviour at KG-DWN-98/2 in the Eastern Offshore, 

weather-related delays affecting Western Offshore work and temporary shutdowns connected with project 

https://business-news-today.com/ongc-turns-to-shell-for-deepwater-and-lng-opportunities-but-when-does-the-mou-become-real-investment/
https://business-news-today.com/ongc-turns-to-shell-for-deepwater-and-lng-opportunities-but-when-does-the-mou-become-real-investment/
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commissioning. Higher oil prices can increase profit from each barrel produced, but they cannot replace barrels that 

mature fields stop producing. 

Deepwater resources offer one route to rebuilding the production base, although they are technically and financially 

demanding. Shell has extensive international experience developing deepwater fields, integrating subsea production 

systems and managing large offshore developments. The value of the MoU would therefore rise sharply if Shell moves 

from advisory or bid-stage cooperation into actual equity participation and risk sharing on selected ONGC acreage. 

For ONGC, bringing an international major into a block can also create an external technical test of prospect quality. A 

partner willing to invest its own capital following seismic interpretation and subsurface review provides stronger validation 

than an MoU alone. That is the threshold investors should ultimately look for. 

How does the Shell agreement fit into India's Samudra Manthan offshore exploration push? 

The partnership arrives as India is attempting to accelerate frontier offshore exploration through Samudra Manthan and 

changes to its licensing environment. The Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas said in July that 172 blocks covering 

nearly 380,000 square kilometres had been awarded through OALP, carrying committed investment exceeding $4.3 

billion. The government has also opened nearly 99% of areas previously classified as offshore No-Go zones and says 

approximately 81% of India's active exploration acreage has been awarded since 2014. 

The policy change matters because geological access alone does not guarantee exploration. Companies still need 

commercially acceptable fiscal terms, sufficiently detailed seismic information, drilling rigs and confidence that a discovery 

can be developed economically. Deepwater wells can cost substantially more than conventional onshore exploration, 

making collaboration particularly useful when geological risk remains high. 

ONGC is already putting physical drilling behind the policy push. On July 25, India marked the start of the first appraisal 

well in the Mahanadi Offshore Basin as part of a four-well deepwater programme. The MN-DWN18-1-HD well is intended 

to evaluate a prospective offshore basin using deepwater drilling technology, demonstrating that Samudra Manthan is 

moving beyond licensing announcements into actual subsurface work. 

The Shell memorandum broadens that effort by potentially bringing another global major into OALP acreage. Its real 

policy significance will depend on whether international companies progress from reviewing Indian data rooms to 

committing exploration capital. India has already improved access to acreage; the harder challenge is producing enough 

commercially attractive discoveries to justify repeat investment. 

Does the MoU mark a meaningful return for Shell to India's upstream oil and gas sector? 

Shell is not new to Indian upstream activity, but its current producing footprint is very different from its historical presence. 

Through the BG Group acquisition, Shell inherited interests associated with the Panna-Mukta and Tapti oil and gas fields. 

Shell later described those assets as end-of-life and said it was carrying out decommissioning work on the Tapti 

unmanned platforms while continuing to assess newer upstream opportunities created by changes in Indian policy and 

fiscal terms. 

That history gives the ONGC agreement additional strategic relevance. If Shell ultimately acquires interests in new OALP 

acreage, the move would represent a shift from managing legacy Indian offshore exposure toward participating in a new 

exploration cycle. The distinction is important because frontier deepwater exploration carries different geological, financial 

and development risks from decommissioning mature fields. 

Shell's current India leadership structure also places integrated gas and upstream responsibilities close together. Shell 

Energy India operates a substantial LNG and gas business , meaning a future Indian upstream position could sit alongside 

trading, LNG import and gas-marketing activities rather than functioning as an isolated exploration investment. 

The memorandum alone does not establish that Shell has decided to make a large upstream return. It demonstrates that 

the company is willing to evaluate specific pathways with ONGC. A successful joint bid, farm-in agreement or committed 

deepwater drilling programme would provide the much stronger evidence. 

Why does LNG sourcing belong in the same ONGC-Shell partnership as offshore exploration? 

At first glance, domestic exploration and imported LNG can appear to represent competing approaches to energy 

security. In practice, they operate on different timelines. A deepwater discovery can require years of appraisal, 

engineering and construction before first production, while LNG can be contracted and delivered much sooner to meet 

immediate gas requirements. 

Shell Energy India already owns and operates the Hazira LNG terminal in Gujarat, which has 5 million tonnes per annum 

of regasification capacity and connections to the GAIL, Gujarat State Petronet and PIPL pipeline networks. Shell says 

the facility has received LNG from 17 countries, providing the company with an existing import and trading platform that 

could support any future arrangement with ONGC. 
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Shell has also previously indicated that it expects imported LNG to become increasingly important if Indian domestic gas 

availability fails to keep pace with demand. The company has identified industrial fuel switching and gas-fired power as 

potential sources of LNG growth, while its Hazira infrastructure was designed with potential expansion in mind. 

For ONGC, LNG sourcing could complement rather than undermine upstream strategy. The company can pursue long-

duration domestic resource development while securing flexible gas supplies for downstream or group requirements 

when domestic production is insufficient. The commercial case will depend on pricing because expensive LNG can 

struggle against alternative fuels in price-sensitive Indian sectors. 

Could farm-in agreements help ONGC reduce the financial risk of ultra-deepwater exploration? 

Farm-in structures are particularly relevant for ONGC because offshore exploration can consume large amounts of capital 

before commercial reserves are established. Selling a minority interest in a block can reduce ONGC's exposure to 

unsuccessful wells while retaining meaningful participation if discoveries are made. An international partner can also 

bring specialist seismic interpretation, reservoir modelling and project-development experience. 

The trade-off is economic ownership. If ONGC farms out part of a highly successful block, it gives up a portion of the 

eventual production and cash flow in exchange for reduced risk and potentially faster execution. The optimal structure 

therefore depends on how confident ONGC already is in the resource and how much additional capability the incoming 

partner contributes. 

Shell's involvement could be especially valuable in acreage where development architecture matters as much as geology. 

Ultra-deepwater fields may require subsea wells, long tiebacks, floating production infrastructure or other complex 

systems whose economics depend heavily on design optimisation. Technical improvements that reduce development 

cost can sometimes create more value than retaining a larger working interest in a project that remains uneconomic. 

No such transaction has yet been disclosed under the August memorandum. Until a farm-in agreement identifies a block, 

working interest and committed work programme, the value remains strategic rather than measurable. 

What does ONGC's latest share price suggest investors expect from the deepwater strategy? 

ONGC shares closed August 11 at 239.45, down 0.17% for the session. The stock had declined approximately 1.05% 

over one week and 2.25% over one month, while its market capitalisation stood at roughly 3.01 lakh crore. The shares 

were trading near the lower portion of their 227.65 to 307.50 52-week range, about 22% below the high and only around 

5% above the low. 

The modest price movement following the Shell announcement is understandable because a non-binding memorandum 

does not immediately change ONGC's reserves, production, cash flow or capital expenditure. Investors have stronger 

near-term variables to consider, including oil prices, domestic gas realisations, production performance and the 

consolidated effect of subsidiaries such as Hindustan Petroleum Corporation Limited. 

ONGC's first-quarter numbers illustrate that complexity. Standalone earnings benefited substantially from higher crude 

prices, while consolidated performance was affected by losses at Hindustan Petroleum Corporation Limited arising from 

petroleum-product under-recoveries during the West Asia energy-price shock. The upstream parent can therefore report 

very strong operating economics while the broader group experiences pressure elsewhere. 

The market is unlikely to assign substantial value to the Shell MoU until it creates a clearer financial pathway. A joint 

OALP award, farm-in transaction or committed drilling campaign would provide the type of event capable of shifting the 

deepwater story from strategic narrative toward quantifiable investment. 

What would prove that the ONGC and Shell agreement has moved beyond strategic signalling? 

The first meaningful milestone would be identification of specific acreage. Naming an OALP block or an existing ONGC 

licence under evaluation would narrow the collaboration from an open framework to a defined geological opportunity. The 

next step would be commercial terms covering equity participation, operatorship, work commitments and capital 

responsibilities. 

A committed well would represent the strongest early proof. Deepwater exploration ultimately creates value through 

drilling and discovery rather than memorandums, seismic presentations or policy conferences. A Shell-funded or jointly 

funded well would demonstrate that both companies considered the prospect sufficiently attractive to expose capital to 

subsurface risk. 

The LNG side requires a different proof point. A binding LNG contract should disclose at least enough information to 

understand duration, approximate volume and supply structure. Until such a contract exists, the LNG element remains 

an option for future cooperation rather than a material addition to ONGC's gas-sourcing portfolio. 

The August 10 MoU has improved ONGC's strategic flexibility by creating a route to combine Indian acreage with Shell's 

international deepwater and LNG capabilities. What remains unresolved is whether either side will commit capital. The 



 

Page 41 of 88. 

thesis strengthens if the companies identify acreage, agree risk-sharing terms and progress toward drilling. It weakens if 

the partnership remains broad while India's offshore acreage continues to require domestic capital without substantial 

new international participation. 

What are the key takeaways from the ONGC and Shell Energy India deepwater and LNG agreement? 

Oil and Natural Gas Corporation Limited and Shell Energy India signed a non-binding memorandum of understanding on 

August 10, 2026. 

The companies will evaluate joint participation in deepwater and ultra-deepwater acreage under OALP Rounds X and XI 

and future licensing rounds. 

They can also consider farm-in and farm-out transactions involving ONGC's existing OALP blocks. 

No specific block, working interest, drilling programme, capital commitment or final investment decision has been 

announced. 

The LNG portion of the agreement covers potential sourcing cooperation but does not currently include a disclosed 

contracted volume or purchase agreement. 

Shell Energy India operates the 5 mtpa Hazira LNG terminal and already has an established gas and LNG platform in 

India. 

ONGC's Q1 FY27 standalone profit rose to 17,034 crore, but crude production declined 5.5% and natural gas output fell 

2%, reinforcing the strategic importance of future resource additions. 

India has awarded 172 OALP blocks covering nearly 380,000 square kilometres with committed investment exceeding 

$4.3 billion. 

ONGC shares closed August 11 at 239.45, down 2.25% over one month and roughly 22% below their 52-week high. 

A specific acreage deal, Shell farm-in or jointly funded deepwater well would be the clearest evidence that the 

memorandum is becoming economically material. 
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Russia interested in Indian investments in oil and gas sector: Report 

https://businessupturn.com/nation/russia-interested-in-indian-investments-in-oil-and-gas-sector-report/ 

  
Russia is interested in attracting greater investment from Indian companies into its oil and gas sector, according to a 

report by Russian news agency Interfax, highlighting Moscow's effort to deepen energy ties with New Delhi. The 

development comes as India and Russia maintain extensive cooperation in hydrocarbons, including Indian stakes in 

Russian oil and gas projects and continuing Russian crude and LNG supplies to the Indian market. 

The investment interest covers a relationship that already extends beyond oil purchases. Indian state-owned energy 

companies have invested heavily in Russian projects, while Russian companies have substantial interests in India's 

energy market. India's Ministry of External Affairs says Indian investments in Russia are concentrated mainly in oil and 

gas and pharmaceuticals, while Russian investments in India include oil and gas, petrochemicals, banking, railways and 

steel. 

Russia has previously made clear that it wants Indian capital to play a larger role in its energy industry. In August 2025, 

Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov said Moscow and New Delhi had a mutual interest in joint energy-resource 

projects, including in Russia's Far East and Arctic shelf. 

That cooperation has continued into 2026. During a visit to New Delhi in April, Russian First Deputy Prime Minister Denis 

Manturov said Russian companies had the capacity to increase oil and liquefied natural gas supplies to India. The 

Russian government said expanding mutually beneficial trade, investment and cooperation was among the priorities 

discussed during his meetings with Indian officials. 

India's existing footprint provides a foundation for further investment. ONGC Videsh, the overseas arm of state-run 

ONGC, completed payments into the Sakhalin-1 project's abandonment fund earlier this year to retain its 20% stake. 

ONGC Videsh Managing Director Rajarshi Gupta said the company's interest in the project was secured and that 

production and operations were normal. 

Indian investment in Russian hydrocarbons has historically been substantial. An official Indian diplomatic publication has 

put cumulative Indian investment in Russian oil and gas projects at more than $15 billion, while highlighting opportunities 

in Russia's Far East and Arctic regions. 

The potential for additional investment, however, exists alongside financial and geopolitical complications created by 

Western sanctions on Russia following its invasion of Ukraine. Indian companies have continued engaging with Russian 

energy assets, but payment mechanisms, sanctions exposure, insurance and logistics can affect the commercial viability 

of new projects. 

For Moscow, additional Indian investment could provide capital and long-term market links for energy projects. For New 

Delhi, equity participation can potentially complement crude and LNG purchases by giving Indian companies access to 

upstream resources and strengthening energy-security options. 

No specific new Indian investment agreement was identified in the available official material accompanying the Interfax 

report. The next developments are therefore likely to involve company-level negotiations, assessment of individual 

Russian assets and discussions between the two governments on investment and payment mechanisms. 
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India Energy Week Moves To Kolkata For 2027 

https://www.constructionworld.in/energy-infrastructure/power-and-renewable-energy/india-energy-week-moves-to-kolkata-

for-2027/95982 

  
India Energy Week will be held in Kolkata from 28 to 31 January 2027 at the Biswa Bangla Convention Centre in New 

Town, according to an announcement on the event's LinkedIn page. 

The move follows the inauguration of a Rs 10 billion (bn) exhibition-cum-convention centre in Goa a year earlier, a facility 

that had been promoted as a permanent home for the conference. The shift represents a significant relocation for the 

annual event that had been hosted at the new convention centre at ONGC's Advanced Training Institute in south Goa. 

Organisers described the edition as the landmark fifth edition and indicated that preparations were under way to scale 

the event up in the new location. The LinkedIn communication framed the convention centre's transformation as part of 

efforts to unite industry leaders, policymakers, investors and technology pioneers shaping the global energy landscape. 

The oil minister reviewed preparations with officials and noted that the gathering had become the world's largest energy 

assembly and would attract global chief executives, policymakers and investors in 2027. 

The Biswa Bangla Convention Centre comprises an 18-storey building with a 3,200-seat auditorium and extensive 

convention infrastructure, including an exhibition hall, multiple seminar rooms, banquet spaces and multi-level car 

parking. The complex also includes an adjoining 100-key hotel block to support delegates and visiting guests. The facility 

was inaugurated in 2017 and has been presented as capable of hosting major international summits, business meets 

and cultural events. 

The Goa venue had been built rapidly after approvals by the state-owned energy company and hosted the IEW edition 

in 2026, but it has seen limited activity since. The on-campus oval-shaped convention centre offers roughly 4,000 seats 

and a wide array of support rooms and lounges, while the management development facility covers about 8,353 sq 

metres and contains a 182-seat auditorium, syndicate rooms and classrooms. The exhibition hall measures about 6,669 

sq m and the campus also features a floating jetty and a helipad that provide connectivity by sea, air and road to nearby 

hotels and resorts. 
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Fire at ONGC Kalol installation brought under control; no injuries reported 

https://www.dailyexcelsior.com/fire-at-ongc-kalol-installation-brought-under-control-no-injuries-reported/ 

  
NEW DELHI, Aug 13 : A fire that broke out at an Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) installation in the Kalol field 

in Gujarat on Thursday was brought under control after emergency teams responded to the incident, with no injuries 

reported, the state-run energy company said. 

ONGC said its fire and emergency response teams responded immediately and extinguished the blaze. Normal 

production operations have since been restored, it said. 

"No injury or harm to any personnel has been reported. The situation is fully under control, and normal production 

operations have been completely restored," the company said in a statement. 

The incident occurred at an ONGC facility in the Kalol-Mansa area of Gandhinagar district. Firefighting teams were 

deployed after flames and smoke were seen at the installation. 

ONGC said it places the highest priority on the safety of its personnel, assets and neighbouring communities. 

"The Corporation remains committed to maintaining robust safety standards and emergency-response preparedness 

across all its operational locations," it said. (PTI ) 
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Sarzora Woman Loses ₹1.06 Lakh In Fake ONGC Job Scam 

http://m.dailyhunt.in/news/india/english/goemkarponn+news-epaper-

gmkpnnws/sarzora+woman+loses+106+lakh+in+fake+ongc+job+scam-newsid-n723166352 

  
C UNCOLIM: Cuncolim Police have registered a case after a Sarzora woman was allegedly cheated of approximately 

1.06 lakh by unknown persons who 

posed as representatives of the Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) and promised her a job. 

According to the complaint filed by Fivel Fernandes, the incident took place on June 20, 2026, at around 10 am in Sarzora. 

The complainant had reportedly seen a newspaper advertisement inviting applications for various job vacancies. She 

subsequently provided her email ID and WhatsApp number through the details mentioned in the advertisement. 

She later received a phone call from an unknown person who allegedly claimed to be an ONGC representative and made 

promises of providing her employment. 

Believing the representations to be genuine, Fernandes transferred approximately 1,06,690 through multiple online 

transactions to bank accounts allegedly provided by the accused. 

Police said the accused persons dishonestly induced the complainant to part with the money, causing her wrongful loss. 

  

http://m.dailyhunt.in/news/india/english/goemkarponn+news-epaper-gmkpnnws/sarzora+woman+loses+106+lakh+in+fake+ongc+job+scam-newsid-n723166352
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Fire at Kalol field installation extinguished, production restored: ONGC 

https://www.energywatch.in/oil-and-gas/fire-at-kalol-field-installation-extinguished-production-restored-ongc 

  
New Delhi: A fire that broke out at an Oil and Natural Gas Corporation ( ONGC ) installation in the Kalol field in Gujarat 

on Thursday has been contained. Emergency teams responded to the incident. No injuries were reported, the state-run 

energy company said. 

Emergency teams deployed at Kalol-Mansa site 

The affected facility is located in the Kalol-Mansa area of Gandhinagar district. Firefighting teams were sent to the site 

after flames and smoke were sighted at the installation. 

ONGC said its fire and emergency response teams acted immediately and put out the blaze. Normal production 

operations have since resumed, the company said. 

"No injury or harm to any personnel has been reported. The situation is fully under control, and normal production 

operations have been completely restored," ONGC said in a statement. 

Boiler burst cited as preliminary cause 

Preliminary information indicated that the fire was caused by a boiler bursting, Kalol Mamlatdar (revenue department 

official) Navin Nayi told the media. 

Follow Energy Watch on LinkedIN 

ONGC says safety highest priority 

The company said it accords the highest priority to the safety of its personnel, assets and neighbouring communities. 

"The Corporation remains committed to maintaining robust safety standards and emergency-response preparedness 

across all its operational locations," the Maharatna PSU said. 

  

https://www.energywatch.in/oil-and-gas/fire-at-kalol-field-installation-extinguished-production-restored-ongc
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ગ ાંધીનગર નજીક ONGCન  પ્લ ન્ટમ ાં ભિષણ આગ 

https://gujaratmirror.in/massive-fire-breaks-out-at-ongc-plant-near-gandhinagar/ 

  

ગ ાંધીનગરન  કલોલ-મ ણસ  હ ઈવે પર આવેલ  ઓઇલ એન્ડ નેચરલ ગેસ કોપોરશેન (ઓએનજીસી)ન  પ્લ ન્ટમ ાં આજ ેસવ ર ેઅચ નક જ 

િીષણ આગ ફ ટી નીકળત  િ ર ેઅફર તફરીનો મ હોલ સર્જાયો હતો.… 

ગ ાંધીનગરન  કલોલ-મ ણસ  હ ઈવે પર આવેલ  ઓઇલ એન્ડ નેચરલ ગેસ કોપોરશેન (ઓએનજીસી)ન  પ્લ ન્ટમ ાં આજ ેસવ ર ેઅચ નક જ 

િીષણ આગ ફ ટી નીકળત  િ ર ેઅફર તફરીનો મ હોલ સર્જાયો હતો. પ્લ ન્ટ પભરસરમ ાં અત્યાંત જ્વલનશીલ પદ ર્થો હોવ ન  ક રણ ે

જોતજોત મ ાં આગે અત્યાંત ભવકર ળ સ્વરૂ  ૂપ ધ રણ કરી લીધ ાં હત ાં. આગની જ્વ ળ ઓ અને ક ળ  ધ મ ડ ન  ગોટેગોટ  કેટલ ય ભકલોમીટર 

દ ર સ ધી આક શમ ાં સ્પષ્ટપણે ઊડત  જોવ  મળ્ય  હત . જનેે પગલે આસપ સન  રહેણ ાંક ભવસ્ત રોને ખ લી કર વવ મ ાં આવ્ય  હત . તેમજ 

હ ઈવે વ હન વ્યવહ ર મ ટે ડ યવટા  કરવ મ ાં આવ્યો હતો. 

ઘટન ની ગાંિીરત  અને િય નકત ને ધ્ય ને લઈને કલોલ તેમજ ગ ાંધીનગર ફ યર ભિગેડની ટીમો ત ત્ક ભલક ઘટન સ્ર્થળે દોડી ગઈ હતી. ફ યર 

ફ ઈટરોન  જવ નોએ પભરભસ્ર્થભત પર ક બ  મેળવવ  મ ટે સતત પ ણી અને ખ સ કેભમકલ ફોમનો મ રો ચલ વ્યો હતો. આગ વધ  િીષણ બને 

કે આસપ સન  અન્ય સાંવેદનશીલ ય ભનટ્સ સ ધી ફેલ ય તે પહેલ  જ ફ યર ભિગેડની ટીમે િ ર ેજહમત બ દ આગને ચ રયે તરફર્થી ઘેરીને વધ  

પ્રસરતી અટક વી હતી. 

સ રક્ષ ની દ્રભષ્ટએ ઓપરશેન દરભમય ન પ્લ ન્ટની આસપ સનો સમગ્ર ભવસ્ત ર ત ત્ક ભલક ખ લી કર વવ મ ાં આવ્યો હતો. આ ઉપર ાંત, કોઈ 

અભનચ્છનીય ઘટન  ન બને તે મ ટે કલોલ-મ ણસ  હ ઈવે પરનો વ હનવ્યવહ ર ર્થોડ  સમય મ ટે ર્થાંિ વી દેવ મ ાં આવ્યો હતો અને વ હનોન ે

સ રભક્ષત અન્ય વૈકભપપક મ ગો પર ડ યવટા  કરવ મ ાં આવ્ય  હત . ર હતની વ ત એ રહી કે આ સમગ્ર ઘટન મ ાં સમયસરની ક મગીરીન  ક રણ ે

કોઈ ર્જનહ ભન ર્થઈ ન હતી. 

આ ઘટન ની ર્જણ ર્થત ાં જ ઓએનજીસીન  ઉચ્ચ અભધક રીઓનો ક ફલો અને સ્ર્થ ભનક પોલીસની ટીમ પણ ત બડતોબ ઘટન સ્ર્થળે પહોાંચી 

ગઈ હતી. પ્ર ર્થભમક તપ સમ ાં શોટા  સભકાટ અર્થવ  તો ગેસ લીકેજન  ક રણે આગ લ ગી હોવ ની આશાંક  વ્યક્ત કરવ મ ાં આવી રહી છે. હ લમ ાં 

ઓએનજીસીની ટેકભનકલ ટીમ અને પોલીસ દ્વ ર  આગ લ ગવ ન  ચોક્કસ અને વ સ્તભવક ક રણો ર્જણવ  મ ટે ભવસ્તૃત તપ સ હ ર્થ ધરવ મ ાં 

આવી રહી છે. 
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Fire at ONGC Kalol Installation in Gujarat Brought Under Control; No Injuries Reported 

https://hdfcsky.com/news/ongc-kalol-fire-controlled-no-injuries 

  
New Delhi: A fire that broke out at an Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) installation in the Kalol field in Gujarat on 

Thursday was brought 

under control after emergency teams responded to the incident, with no injuries reported, the state-run energy company 

said. 

ONGC said its fire and emergency response teams responded immediately and extinguished the blaze. Normal 

production operations have since been restored, it said. 

No injury or harm to any personnel has been reported. The situation is fully under control, and normal production 

operations have been completely restored, the company said in a statement. 

The incident occurred at an ONGC facility in the Kalol-Mansa area of Gandhinagar district. Firefighting teams were 

deployed after flames and smoke were seen at the installation. 

The premier oil and gas company insisted it places the highest priority on the safety of its personnel, assets and 

neighbouring communities. 

The Corporation remains committed to maintaining robust safety standards and emergency-response preparedness 

across all its operational locations, the Maharatna PSU said. 

Preliminary information suggested the fire at the ONGC installation was caused by a boiler bursting, Kalol Mamlatdar 

(revenue department official) Navin Nayi told the media. 

(Disclaimer: Except for the headline, this article has not been edited by HDFC Sky editorial team and is auto-generated 

from PTI feed.) 

Disclaimer 

At HDFC SKY, we take utmost care and due diligence in curating and presenting news and market-related content. 

However, inadvertent errors or omissions may occasionally occur. 

If you have any concerns, questions, or wish to point out any discrepancies in our content, please feel free to write to us 

at content@hdfcsec.com. 
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ONGC Spends Rs. 942.88 Cr on CSR in FY 2025-26 

https://indiacsr.in/ongc-spends-rs-942-88-cr-on-csr-in-fy-2025-26/ 

  
Focuses on Healthcare, Education and Disaster Management  NEW DELHI (India CSR): Oil and Natural Gas Corporation 

Limited (ONGC) spent 

Rs. 942.88 crore on Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) activities during the financial year 2025-26, according to its 

Integrated Annual Report. The Maharatna public sector enterprise directed the expenditure towards healthcare, 

education, livelihood enhancement, disaster management, environmental sustainability and rural infrastructure 

development. 

ONGC's CSR spending included Rs. 917.09 crore on CSR projects, Rs. 25.55 crore as administrative overheads and 

Rs. 0.25 crore on impact assessment. The company's gross CSR obligation for the year stood at Rs. 948.92 crore , 

calculated as 2% of its average net profit under Section 135 of the Companies Act, 2013. 

ONGC had an excess CSR spending balance of Rs. 51.13 crore from FY 2024-25. With Board approval, the company 

set off this amount against its FY 2025-26 obligation, bringing its net CSR obligation for the year to Rs. 897.79 crore . 

The company stated that it spent Rs. 942.88 crore during the year. It also transferred Rs. 97.79 crore to its Unspent CSR 

Account on April 30, 2026, for ongoing CSR projects, in line with the statutory framework. The annual report shows that 

ONGC had Rs. 45 crore available for set-off in succeeding financial years after accounting for eligible excess expenditure 

and surplus arising from CSR projects. 

Healthcare and efforts to eradicate hunger, poverty and malnutrition received the largest share of ONGC's CSR 

expenditure. The company spent Rs. 358.76 crore in this area during FY 2025-26. The support covered medical 

infrastructure, disease prevention, nutrition and outreach camps. This reflects the continuing importance of public health 

interventions, particularly in underserved and operational areas where access to quality healthcare services remains a 

challenge. 

ONGC spent Rs. 276.47 crore on education and livelihood enhancement projects. Its interventions included school 

infrastructure, digital classrooms, scholarships, skill development, vocational training, farming support and income-

generation activities. The focus on education and livelihoods is intended to strengthen long-term community resilience. 

Better learning facilities can improve educational access for children, while skill development and livelihood initiatives 

can help households build more secure income opportunities. 

Disaster Management Spending Rises Sharply 

The company spent Rs. 136.44 crore on disaster management in FY 2025-26, compared with Rs. 83.86 crore in the 

previous year. The rise highlights ONGC's role in supporting communities affected by natural disasters and other 

emergencies. The spending assumes added relevance in the context of ONGC's recent Rs. 25 crore pledge for Assam's 

flood recovery, including restoration of flood-affected schools and support to the Chief Minister's Relief Fund. 

ONGC allocated Rs. 67.85 crore to environmental sustainability initiatives, compared with Rs. 27.55 crore in FY 2024-

25. The interventions included afforestation, renewable energy and waste-management activities. The company also 

spent Rs. 43.28 crore on rural infrastructure development, supporting areas such as water supply, solar lighting and 

community assets. Women empowerment received Rs. 7.75 crore, while initiatives for gender equality and reducing 

inequalities among socially and economically backward groups received Rs. 15.86 crore. 

ONGC reported that it created or acquired 38 capital assets through CSR expenditure during the year. The company's 

CSR programmes are implemented through ONGC Foundation and other credible implementing agencies, with a stated 

focus on marginalised communities, underserved regions and aspirational districts. 

Copyright Disclaimer: All rights reserved. No part of this report may be reproduced, republished, distributed or transmitted 

in any form without prior written permission from India CSR 

India CSR is the largest media on CSR and sustainability offering diverse content across multisectoral issues on business 

responsibility. It covers Sustainable Development, Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR), Sustainability, and related 

issues in India. Founded in 2009, the organisation aspires to become a globally admired media that offers valuable 

information to its readers through responsible reporting.  

https://indiacsr.in/ongc-spends-rs-942-88-cr-on-csr-in-fy-2025-26/
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ONGC Kalol field fire controlled, no injuries reported 

https://www.indianchemicalnews.com/general/ongc-kalol-field-fire-controlled-no-injuries-reported-31495 

  
The situation is fully under control, and normal production operations have been completely restored 

By ICN Bureau | August 13, 2026 

A minor fire incident was reported this morning at one of ONGC's installations in the Kalol Field. ONGC's Fire and 

Emergency Response teams responded immediately and successfully extinguished the fire. 

No injury or harm to any personnel has been reported. The situation is fully under control, and normal production 

operations have been completely restored. 

ONGC places the highest priority on the safety of its personnel, assets and neighbouring communities. The Corporation 

remains committed to maintaining robust safety standards and emergency-response preparedness across all its 

operational locations. 

  

https://www.indianchemicalnews.com/general/ongc-kalol-field-fire-controlled-no-injuries-reported-31495
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MRPL Appoints 3 New Independent Directors to Board, MoP&NG Approves 3-Year Tenure 

https://indianmasterminds.com/news/mrpl-appoints-three-independent-directors-board-224038/ 

  
Mangaluru: Mangalore Refinery and Petrochemicals Limited ( MRPL ) has appointed Mr. Lakhan Chandra Mardi, Mr. 

Sharwan Singh Karawasra and Mr. 

Vipin Malviya as Independent Directors on its Board of Directors. 

The appointments were approved by the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas (MoP&NG) through a letter dated August 

12, 2026. The appointments are for a period of three years from the date of communication or until further orders, 

whichever is earlier. 

The appointment of the three Independent Directors is aimed at strengthening MRPL's Board and adding diverse 

professional expertise to its corporate governance and strategic decision-making. 

The newly appointed directors are: 

The appointments are effective from August 13, 2026, according to the company's disclosure. 

Read also: MRPL Q1 FY27 Results: Net Profit Jumps to 946 Crore, Revenue Climbs to 41,609 Crore 

Mr. Lakhan Chandra Mardi holds degrees in Political Science (Honours) and Law. 

He is a practising Advocate at the Jharkhand High Court, Ranchi. He has also served as a former member of the T.P.P. 

Committee of the Government of Jharkhand. 

His legal and public-sector experience is expected to contribute to the Board's governance and oversight functions. 

Mr. Sharwan Singh Karawasra holds a Bachelor of Engineering degree from Rajasthan University/Engineering College 

Kota. 

He is the Founder and Director of Career Line Coaching Institute. His engineering background and experience in the 

education sector bring a different professional perspective to MRPL's Board. 

Mr. Vipin Malviya is a graduate in Commerce and Law from Pt. Ravishankar Shukla University. 

He is an Advocate and Tax Consultant and is the proprietor of B. M. Malviya & Co. His experience in legal and taxation 

matters is expected to add expertise to the company's Board-level deliberations. 

MRPL has confirmed that the three newly appointed Independent Directors meet the applicable eligibility requirements. 

The company stated that: 

The appointments have been made following the approval conveyed by the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas. 

The induction of three Independent Directors is expected to strengthen MRPL's Board-level oversight and corporate 

governance framework. The diverse backgrounds of the new directors in law, engineering, taxation and professional 

services could provide broader perspectives for strategic decision-making and operational oversight. 

Mangalore Refinery and Petrochemicals Limited (MRPL) is a leading oil refining and petrochemicals company in India 

and a subsidiary of Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) . The company operates a modern refinery and plays a key 

role in India's petroleum and energy sector, with a growing focus on efficiency, diversification, and sustainable energy 

initiatives. 

  

https://indianmasterminds.com/news/mrpl-appoints-three-independent-directors-board-224038/
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ONGC Kalol Fire Under Control; No Injuries Reported 

https://industrialoutlook.in/article.php?doc=l35kfobwmwnqmlnxcg51myh2 

  
A fire that broke out at an Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) installation in the Kalol field in Gujarat on Thursday 

was brought under control 

after emergency teams responded to the incident, with no injuries reported, the state-run energy company said. 

ONGC said its fire and emergency response teams responded immediately and extinguished the blaze. Normal 

production operations have since been restored, it said. 

No injury or harm to any personnel has been reported. The situation is fully under control, and normal production 

operations have been completely restored, the company said in a statement. 

The incident occurred at an ONGC facility in the Kalol-Mansa area of Gandhinagar district. Firefighting teams were 

deployed after flames and smoke were seen at the installation. 

The premier oil and gas company insisted it places the highest priority on the safety of its personnel, assets and 

neighbouring communities. 

The Corporation remains committed to maintaining robust safety standards and emergency-response preparedness 

across all its operational locations, the Maharatna PSU said. 

Preliminary information suggested the fire at the ONGC installation was caused by a boiler bursting, Kalol Mamlatdar 

(revenue department official) Navin Nayi told the media. 
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Fire at ONGC Kalol installation brought under control; no injuries reported 

https://www.msn.com/en-in/money/general/fire-at-ongc-kalol-installation-brought-under-control-no-injuries-reported/ar-

AA2a0U9q 

  
News18  New Delhi, Aug 13 (PTI) A fire that broke out at an Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) installation in the 

Kalol field in Gujarat 

on Thursday was brought under control after emergency teams responded to the incident, with no injuries reported, the 

state-run energy company said. 

ONGC said its fire and emergency response teams responded immediately and extinguished the blaze. Normal 

production operations have since been restored, it said. 

No injury or harm to any personnel has been reported. The situation is fully under control, and normal production 

operations have been completely restored, the company said in a statement. 

The incident occurred at an ONGC facility in the Kalol-Mansa area of Gandhinagar district. Firefighting teams were 

deployed after flames and smoke were seen at the installation. 

ONGC said it places the highest priority on the safety of its personnel, assets and neighbouring communities. 

The Corporation remains committed to maintaining robust safety standards and emergency-response preparedness 

across all its operational locations, it said. PTI ANZ BAL BAL 

  

https://www.msn.com/en-in/money/general/fire-at-ongc-kalol-installation-brought-under-control-no-injuries-reported/ar-AA2a0U9q
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ONGC commits Rs 25 crore to Assam flood relief & school rebuilding 

https://www.msn.com/en-in/money/general/ongc-commits-rs-25-crore-to-assam-flood-relief-school-rebuilding/ar-AA2a2A0P 

  
Guwahati: ONGC has pledged Rs 25 crore for Assam's flood recovery and rebuilding of over 700 damaged schools. 

Of the total, Rs 5 crore will go to CM's Relief Fund and Rs 20 crore towards school reconstruction, CM Himanta Biswa 

Sarma said on Thursday. 

State govt said ONGC's aid would provide nearly Rs 3 lakh for each affected school, in addition to the Rs 2 lakh being 

provided by govt. 

The funds will help restore classrooms, furniture, learning materials and other infrastructure damaged in the latest floods. 

Sarma thanked ONGC chairperson and CEO Arun Kumar Singh and the company's employees for supporting the state's 

recovery efforts. 

ONGC's bond with Assam is one of trust and partnership, built over decades of shared progress, Sarma said in a post 

on X'. 

The Rs 5-crore contribution will support relief, rehabilitation and restoration in flood-hit areas. 

Large parts of Assam, particularly upper Assam, have suffered extensive damage to homes, roads, public infrastructure 

and agricultural land. Hundreds of schools have also been affected, disrupting education across the state. 

Govt is assessing the damage as floodwaters recede and planning repairs and reconstruction. ONGC's assistance is 

expected to help restore basic infrastructure and enable students to return to functional classrooms. 

Stay updated with the latest news on Times of India . Get all the trending City News India News Business News , and 

Sports News . For Entertainment News TV News , and Lifestyle Tips , visit Etimes 
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Fire breaks out at Kalol ONGC plant, no injuries reported 

https://www.msn.com/en-in/money/general/fire-breaks-out-at-kalol-ongc-plant-no-injuries-reported/ar-AA2a2wfw 

  
Ahmedabad: A fire that broke out at an Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) installation in Kalol-Mansa area of 

Gandhinagar district on Thursday was brought under control with no injuries reported, the state-run company said. 

Fire and emergency response teams were deployed and the blaze was extinguished, ONGC said. Preliminary information 

suggested that the fire was caused by the bursting of a boiler, Kalol mamlatdar Navin Nayi told the media. 

No injury or harm to any personnel has been reported. The situation is fully under control, and normal production 

operations have been completely restored, the company said in a statement. 

ONGC said its fire and emergency response teams responded immediately to the incident and production operations 

had since resumed. 

The company said it prioritises the safety of its personnel, assets and neighbouring communities and maintains 

emergency-response preparedness across its operational locations. 

With agency inputs 

Stay updated with the latest news on Times of India . Get all the trending City News India News Business News , and 

Sports News . For Entertainment News TV News , and Lifestyle Tips , visit Etimes 
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ONGC distributes 75,000 Deskits to students under CSR education initiatives 

https://mediamartindia.in/ongc-distributes-75000-deskits-to-students-under-csr-education-initiatives/ 

  
Oil and Natural Gas Corporation Ltd (ONGC) distributed 75,000 Deskits to 75,000 students across 750 government and 

other non-formal schools in six 

states and Union Territories as part of its education-focused CSR initiatives during 2025-26, according to the company's 

Business Responsibility and Sustainability Report (BRSR). 

The Deskits, described by ONGC as school bags convertible into study tables, were distributed to students as part of the 

company's efforts to support school education and improve access to learning infrastructure. The education initiatives 

formed part of ONGC's wider CSR programme during the year. The company reported CSR spending of Rs 942.88 crore 

in FY2025-26, with projects covering education, healthcare, skill development, rural development and other areas. 

Alongside the Deskit programme, ONGC undertook a number of initiatives aimed at strengthening digital education 

infrastructure in government schools. 

In Anand, Gujarat, the company supported the setting up of 97 smart classrooms in government schools. The initiative 

wasaimed at improving access to technology-enabled learning facilities in government schools. ONGC also distributed 

820 Shiksha tablets in Durg, Chhattisgarh, along with installation of 500 solar streetlights. In Ranaghat, West Bengal, the 

company provided Shiksha tablets to 700 students while also providing sewing machines to underprivileged women 

under the same CSR intervention. The company's education-related interventions extended beyond digital learning to 

school infrastructure and access to basic facilities. 

In Panchmahal, Gujarat, ONGC supported the setting up of 38 smart classes and 35 solar RO water machines at 

government schools. In Uttar Pradesh's Salempur Lok Sabha constituency, the company supported installation of 44 

smart classes and 30 solar RO plants at government schools. The company also supported formal education 

infrastructure, including the construction of Chief Minister Composite Schools in five districts of Uttar Pradesh, according 

to the BRSR. Beyond school education, ONGC's CSR portfolio included skill development aimed at improving 

employment opportunities among disadvantaged sections. During FY26, the company supported NSDC-certified 

electronic-sector skill development training for 1,000 underprivileged persons in Thanjavur, Bokaro, Visakhapatnam and 

Ahmedabad. 

The company has also undertaken education and youth-development programmes in Jammu and Kashmir, including 

guidance courses, vocational education and cultural-value courses for youth. Such initiatives form part of ONGC's 

broader focus on community development and capacity building. ONGC's BRSR states that its CSR interventions are 

directed towards inclusive development and include programmes for vulnerable and marginalised sections of society. 

The company also uses structured mechanisms to engage with priority stakeholder groups in planning its CSR 

interventions. 
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CM Himanta: ONGC commits ₹25 cr for Assam flood schools 

https://www.nationpress.com/national/cm-himanta-ongc-commits-25-cr-for-assam-flood-schools 

  
ONGC has committed 25 crore to Assam's flood response  5 crore to the Chief Minister's Relief Fund and 20 crore to 

rebuild over 700 flood-damaged schools, supplementing the state's own 2 lakh per-school allocation. CM Himanta Biswa 

Sarma thanked ONGC Chairman Arun Kumar for the support. 

ONGC has pledged 25 crore toward #AssamFloodsResponse , announced on August 13, 2026 . 20 crore is earmarked 

specifically to rebuild more than 700 flood-affected schools , at nearly 3 lakh per school . 5 crore goes to the Chief 

Minister's Relief Fund for immediate disaster relief. 

The ONGC contribution adds to the 2 lakh per school already being provided by the Assam state government , raising 

combined per-school support to roughly 5 lakh . 

The pledge was made by ONGC Chairman and CEO Arun Kumar , acknowledged personally by CM Himanta Biswa 

Sarma . 

ONGC has maintained operational and CSR ties with Assam since the 1950s , when it developed the state's earliest oil 

fields. 

When annual floods tear through Assam's Brahmaputra valley, they don't just swallow farmland  they swallow classrooms. 

Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma announced on Thursday, August 13, 2026 , that public-sector energy giant 

ONGC has pledged 25 crore toward the state's flood response, with the bulk earmarked to rebuild more than 700 flood-

damaged schools 20 crore for 700 classrooms  what the ONGC pledge covers The commitment is split into two tranches. 

5 crore goes directly into the Chief Minister's Relief Fund for immediate disaster response. The remaining 20 crore is 

routed specifically to school reconstruction, working out to nearly 3 lakh per school across the more than affected 

institutions. CM Sarma noted this corporate contribution sits on top of the 2 lakh per school the state government is 

already disbursing  bringing the combined per-school support to roughly 5 lakh . That stacked funding is designed to 

move reconstruction faster and build back sturdier than before. ONGC Chairman and CEO Arun Kumar led the 

commitment on behalf of the company. CM Sarma extended 'heartfelt gratitude' to Kumar and the 'entire ONGC family 

for standing firmly with the people of Assam in this difficult hour.' Seven decades of ONGC in Assam  a partnership with 

deep roots This pledge is not a one-off act of corporate charity. ONGC has maintained an operational and economic 

presence in Assam since the 1950s and 1960s , when the company developed some of its earliest oil fields in the region. 

That history gives the relationship a texture that goes beyond a standard CSR cheque  it is a decades-long entanglement 

of livelihoods, infrastructure, and institutional memory. 

The broader pattern is well established: central public-sector undertakings with regional footprints routinely supplement 

state disaster relief through targeted CSR contributions, particularly in the Brahmaputra valley , where flooding is not an 

aberration but an annual reckoning. Assam governments have long paired their own per-school allocations with corporate 

and central support to accelerate post-flood rebuilding cycles. Schools in the flood zone  students waiting to return The 

focus on schools is pointed. Flood damage to educational infrastructure in Assam compounds quickly  displaced students, 

disrupted academic calendars, and communities that lose a civic anchor when a school goes under. Directing the majority 

of ONGC's contribution at school reconstruction signals a deliberate prioritisation of long-term recovery over short-term 

relief optics. 

With disbursement timelines and reconstruction schedules still to be confirmed, the test now is execution  whether the 

combined state-and-ONGC funding translates into rebuilt classrooms before the next monsoon cycle closes in. 

Publicly framing the contribution as a product of 'trust and partnership built over decades' serves a dual purpose: it 

validates the state's corporate relationship management and positions Assam's recovery narrative around institutional 

solidarity rather than crisis. The deliberate channelling of 20 crore specifically into school reconstruction  rather than a 

general relief pool  reflects a maturing approach to post-flood recovery that prioritises long-term community anchors over 

immediate optics. Whether other oil-sector PSUs active in Assam follow with matching announcements will be the real 

indicator of whether this signals a broader coordinated response or a one-off gesture. 

How much has ONGC donated for Assam flood relief in 2026? 

How much money will each flood-affected school in Assam receive? 

https://www.nationpress.com/national/cm-himanta-ongc-commits-25-cr-for-assam-flood-schools
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Who is the Chairman of ONGC who made the flood relief pledge? 

What is the Chief Minister's Relief Fund in Assam? 

Why does ONGC have a long-standing relationship with Assam? 
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ONGC pledges ₹25 crore to rebuild flood-hit Assam 

https://www.nationpress.com/national/ongc-pledges-25-crore-assam-floods 

  
ONGC has pledged 25 crore to Assam's flood recovery  5 crore to the Chief Minister's Relief Fund and 20 crore to rebuild 

over 700 flood-damaged schools in Upper Assam, following a meeting between ONGC Chairman Arun Kumar Singh and 

CM Himanta Biswa Sarma on 13 August 2026. 

ONGC committed 25 crore to Assam flood relief and recovery on 13 August 2026 . 5 crore goes to the Chief Minister's 

Relief Fund for immediate humanitarian assistance. 20 crore is earmarked to rebuild more than 700 flood-damaged 

schools in Upper Assam. 

The commitment follows a meeting between ONGC Chairman Arun Kumar Singh and CM Dr. 

Himanta Biswa Sarma . 

Upper Assam faces recurring flood damage along the Brahmaputra corridor, with major inundations recorded in 2020 

and 2022 . 

ONGC has long-standing operational and CSR presence in Assam, rooted in the state's century-old petroleum history. 

When floodwaters recede across Upper Assam, they leave behind something harder to fix than waterlogged fields  

shattered classrooms. On Thursday, 13 August 2026 , the Chief Minister's Office of Assam announced that Arun Kumar 

Singh , Chairman and CEO of ONGC , met Chief Minister Dr. Himanta Biswa Sarma to commit 25 crore toward flood 

relief and infrastructure recovery across the region. The commitment breaks into two clear streams: 5 crore directed to 

the Chief Minister's Relief Fund for immediate humanitarian support, and a larger 20 crore earmarked to rebuild more 

than 700 flood-damaged schools in Upper Assam. The meeting centred on targeted relief, rehabilitation, and the 

restoration of critical infrastructure for communities hit hardest by seasonal inundation. 700 schools and the children 

waiting to return The school reconstruction pledge is the sharpest edge of this commitment. Upper Assam's districts sit 

along the Brahmaputra's flood corridor  a geography that turns every monsoon into a recurring demolition cycle for public 

infrastructure. When schools go down, children lose not just classrooms but months of learning, and communities lose 

their most visible anchor. Directing 20 crore specifically at rebuilding those structures signals a deliberate shift from 

generic relief toward durable recovery. CM Himanta Biswa Sarma appreciated ONGC's 'steadfast partnership' and 

underlined the need for 'swift, coordinated and people-centric interventions'  language that reflects the state's long-

standing frustration with slow post-flood rebuilding cycles that have followed major inundations in and ONGC's CSR role 

in Assam's disaster cycle 

ONGC is not a casual donor here. India's largest oil exploration public-sector undertaking has deep operational roots in 

Assam  the state where India's petroleum story began at Digboi over a century ago. That history creates both a corporate 

stake and a social obligation. Channelling CSR funds toward disaster recovery in resource-producing northeastern states 

has become a recognised pattern among major PSUs, and ONGC's 25 crore pledge fits squarely within that framework. 

The Chief Minister's Relief Fund component ensures money can move fast  the fund exists precisely for rapid 

disbursement when administrative channels are overwhelmed. The school-rebuilding tranche, by contrast, will require 

tendering, construction oversight, and district-level coordination. How quickly those 700-plus schools actually rise will be 

the real test of this partnership. 

Assam's flood calendar does not pause for paperwork. The clock on this commitment started the moment the pledge was 

made. 

Where the state's resource wealth and its vulnerability to natural disaster exist in uncomfortable proximity. The deliberate 

split between immediate relief and structural rebuilding suggests both sides are aware that past post-flood cycles have 

stalled at the relief stage without reaching reconstruction. For CM Himanta Biswa Sarma, securing a large PSU 

commitment on schools is politically and administratively useful: it shifts part of the rebuilding burden off the state budget 

while delivering a visible, community-level outcome. The real accountability test arrives in the months ahead  whether 

the 700-plus schools are rebuilt on schedule, or whether the pledge joins a longer list of post-flood promises that outlasted 

public attention. 

How much money has ONGC given for Assam flood relief in 2026? 

https://www.nationpress.com/national/ongc-pledges-25-crore-assam-floods
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Which schools in Assam will ONGC help rebuild after the floods? 

What is the Chief Minister's Relief Fund in Assam? 

Why does Upper Assam flood so frequently? 

What is ONGC's connection to Assam? 
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India looking to expand strategic petroleum reserves with new facilities in MP, Rajasthan 

https://www.newspointapp.com/english/business/india-looking-to-expand-strategic-petroleum-reserves-with-new-facilities-

in-mp-rajasthan-toi/articleshow/145048205d3248abb7ce9f5a9a4f365d2307e742 

  
NEW DELHI: India is looking to expand its strategic petroleum reserves with new facilities at Bina in Madhya Pradesh 

and Bikaner in Rajasthan, besides 

adding storage capacity at Mangalore, to strengthen the country's energy security against supply disruptions . 

According to a parliamentary committee report, govt-owned Indian Strategic Petroleum Reserves Ltd (ISPRL), a special 

purpose vehicle, has completed the feasibility study for the Bikaner caverns and is in the process of finalising it. A pre-

feasibility study for Bina has also been completed, with a detailed feasibility report to be initiated soon. 

This is in addition to the 1.7 million tonne (MT) storage facility being planned at Mangalore, adjacent to its existing Phase-

I facility. ISPRL has completed a feasibility study, acquired 155 acres of land and is in the process of obtaining special 

economic zone (SEZ) notification for 66 acres. The facility will be built by Oil and Natural Gas Corporation. 

India currently has strategic oil reserves of 5.3 MT, developed under Phase-I at Mangalore and Padur in Karnataka and 

Visakhapatnam in Andhra Pradesh to safeguard against global supply disruptions. The capacity is estimated to meet 

about 9.5 days of the country's crude oil requirement, with the reserves managed by ISPRL. 

The govt is also adding 6.5 MT of reserves under its Phase-II expansion plan - 2.5 MT at Padur and 4 MT at Chandikhol 

in Odisha. 
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It approved the two projects in July 2021. At Chandikhol, 400 acres of land have been acquired and the request for 

proposal is under review. At Padur-II, ISPRL signed the concessionaire agreement with the selected bidder in Oct 2025, 

while financial closure is in progress. 

The developments have been flagged in the latest action-taken report of the parliamentary standing committee on 

petroleum and natural gas, which has urged the ministry to ensure timely completion of the projects and work towards 

the global benchmark of maintaining 90 days of crude oil storage. 

The committee urged the petroleum ministry to ensure the finalisation of RFPs, SEZ notification and financial closures 

within the scheduled timelines, while ensuring optimal utilisation of funds, besides maintaining global standard of 90 days 

of crude oil storage within the country as soon as feasible. 

The committee also asked the ministry and oil companies to explore more cavern sites in areas with suitable geological 

conditions, citing the need to strengthen India's energy security amid global geopolitical uncertainties. 
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India Aims to Enhance Strategic Petroleum Reserves with New Facilities in Madhya Pradesh and 

Rajasthan 

https://observervoice.com/india-aims-to-enhance-strategic-petroleum-reserves-with-new-facilities-in-madhya-pradesh-and-

rajasthan-220955/ 

  
NEW DELHI: India is set to enhance its strategic petroleum reserves by establishing new facilities in Bina, Madhya 

Pradesh, and Bikaner, Rajasthan, while also increasing storage capacity at Mangalore. 

This initiative aims to bolster the country's energy security against potential supply disruptions. The Indian Strategic 

Petroleum Reserves Ltd (ISPRL) has completed feasibility studies for the Bikaner caverns and is finalizing plans for Bina. 

The ISPRL is also working on a 1.7 million tonne storage facility at Mangalore, adjacent to its existing Phase-I facility. 

The organization has acquired 155 acres of land for this project and is seeking special economic zone (SEZ) notification 

for an additional 66 acres. Oil and Natural Gas Corporation will oversee the construction of the facility. 

India currently maintains strategic oil reserves of 5.3 million tonnes, developed under Phase-I at Mangalore, Padur in 

Karnataka, and Visakhapatnam in Andhra Pradesh. These reserves can cover approximately 9.5 days of the country's 

crude oil needs. Under its Phase-II expansion plan, the government is adding 6.5 million tonnes of reserves, with 2.5 

million tonnes at Padur and 4 million tonnes at Chandikhol in Odisha. The projects were approved in July 2021, with land 

acquisition and proposal reviews underway. 

The parliamentary standing committee on petroleum and natural gas has urged the ministry to ensure timely completion 

of these projects and to work towards achieving the global benchmark of maintaining 90 days of crude oil storage. The 

committee emphasized the need for finalizing requests for proposals, SEZ notifications, and financial closures within the 

scheduled timelines. It also recommended exploring additional cavern sites to strengthen India's energy security amid 

global geopolitical uncertainties. 

Observer Voice is the one stop site for National International news Sports Editor's Choice Art/culture contents, Quotes 

and much more. We also cover historical contents. Historical contents includes World History Indian History , and what 

happened today . The website also covers Entertainment across the India and World. 

  

https://observervoice.com/india-aims-to-enhance-strategic-petroleum-reserves-with-new-facilities-in-madhya-pradesh-and-rajasthan-220955/
https://observervoice.com/india-aims-to-enhance-strategic-petroleum-reserves-with-new-facilities-in-madhya-pradesh-and-rajasthan-220955/


 

Page 63 of 88. 

Headline ONGC Pledges ₹25 Crore for Assam Flood Relief and School Rebuilding 

Publication PSU Connect Edition Online Coverage 

Published Date 13 Aug 2026 

 

ONGC Pledges ₹25 Crore for Assam Flood Relief and School Rebuilding 

https://www.psuconnect.in/psu-news/ongc-pledges-25-crore-for-assam-flood-relief-and-school-rebuilding 

  
ONGC has pledged 25 crore for restoring flood-affected schools in Assam and contributing to the CM Relief Fund. The 

company also faces 175 crore damage to its own facilities. 

Guwahati, August 13, 2026: Oil and Natural Gas Corporation Limited (ONGC) has reaffirmed its support to the people of 

Assam in the aftermath of the recent devastating floods. 

Hon'ble Chief Minister of Assam, Dr. Himanta Biswa Sarma, met ONGC Chairman Shri Arun Kumar Singh. During the 

interaction, ONGC announced a pledge of 25 crore 

How the Funds Will Be Used 

The contribution will support: 

Restoration and rebuilding of flood-affected schools and educational institutions 

The Chief Minister's Relief Fund 

ONGC stated that the assistance aims to help rebuild not only infrastructure but also classrooms and the future of Assam's 

children. 

Damage to ONGC Facilities 

The floods also caused significant damage to ONGC's own installations across Assam. The company estimates the cost 

of restoration of its facilities at approximately 175 crore 

Despite the impact on its own operations, ONGC has reiterated its firm commitment to supporting Assam's recovery and 

rebuilding efforts. 

The Corporation emphasised its solidarity with the state through the message: With Assam. For Assam. In Assam. 
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Fire at Kalol field installation extinguished, production restored: ONGC 

https://psuwatch.com/newsupdates/fire-at-kalol-field-installation-extinguished-production-restored-ongc 

  
New Delhi: A fire that broke out at an Oil and Natural Gas Corporation ( ONGC ) installation in the Kalol field in Gujarat 

on Thursday has been contained. Emergency teams responded to the incident. No injuries were reported, the state-run 

energy company said. 

Follow The PSUWatch Channel on WhatsApp 

Emergency teams deployed at Kalol-Mansa site 

The affected facility is located in the Kalol-Mansa area of Gandhinagar district. Firefighting teams were sent to the site 

after flames and smoke were sighted at the installation. 

ONGC said its fire and emergency response teams acted immediately and put out the blaze. Normal production 

operations have since resumed, the company said. 

"No injury or harm to any personnel has been reported. The situation is fully under control, and normal production 

operations have been completely restored," ONGC said in a statement. 

Follow PSU Watch on LinkedIN 

Boiler burst cited as preliminary cause 

Preliminary information indicated that the fire was caused by a boiler bursting, Kalol Mamlatdar (revenue department 

official) Navin Nayi told the media. 

ONGC says safety highest priority 

The company said it accords the highest priority to the safety of its personnel, assets and neighbouring communities. 

"The Corporation remains committed to maintaining robust safety standards and emergency-response preparedness 

across all its operational locations," the Maharatna PSU said. 

is India's Business News centre that places the spotlight on PSUs, Bureaucracy, Defence and Public Policy. ? Click to 

join our channel now: . Prefer LinkedIn? Follow PSU Watch on . Click to stay connected on and stay updated) 

  

https://psuwatch.com/newsupdates/fire-at-kalol-field-installation-extinguished-production-restored-ongc


 

Page 65 of 88. 

Headline ONGC Kalol Fire Under Control; No Injuries Reported 

Publication Rediff Edition Online Coverage 

Published Date 13 Aug 2026 

 

ONGC Kalol Fire Under Control; No Injuries Reported 

https://money.rediff.com/news/market/ongc-kalol-fire-under-control-no-injuries-reported/52414720260813 

  
A fire at ONGC''s Kalol installation in Gujarat was brought under control by emergency teams. No injuries reported, and 

normal production operations restored. 

 

New Delhi, Aug 13 (PTI) A fire that broke out at an Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) installation in the Kalol field 

in Gujarat on Thursday was brought under control after emergency teams responded to the incident, with no injuries 

reported, the state-run energy company said.ONGC said its fire and emergency response teams responded immediately 

and extinguished the blaze. Normal production operations have since been restored, it said."No injury or harm to any 

personnel has been reported. The situation is fully under control, and normal production operations have been completely 

restored," the company said in a statement.The incident occurred at an ONGC facility in the Kalol-Mansa area of 

Gandhinagar district. Firefighting teams were deployed after flames and smoke were seen at the installation.ONGC said 

it places the highest priority on the safety of its personnel, assets and neighbouring communities."The Corporation 

remains committed to maintaining robust safety standards and emergency-response preparedness across all its 

operational locations," it said. 
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Larsen & Toubro will build India's largest AI infrastructure for Together AI. This mega order involves deploying ten 

thousand NVIDIA B300 GPUs in Chennai. 

The project marks L&T's significant entry into the AI Factory business sector. This facility will support large-scale AI 

training and inference workloads. The AI Factory is planned as a gigawatt-scale infrastructure site. 

Larsen & Toubro ( L&T ) on Thursday said it has secured a mega order to build what it described as India's largest single-

cluster AI infrastructure , deploying 10,000 NVIDIA B300 GPUs at its Chennai data centre campus for US-based AI cloud 

company Together AI 

The order is classified to be in the range of Rs 10,000 crore to Rs 15,000 crore. 

The project marks L&T's entry into the AI Factory business as the company looks to expand its presence in AI 

infrastructure. The facility will support Together AI's AI-native cloud platform, catering to large-scale AI training, inference 

and fine-tuning workloads. The shares of Larsen Toubro were trading at Rs 4046.55 apiece on the BSE, up 1.37% on 

Thursday as of 11.40 AM. 

L&T rejigs its digital infra business, transfers Vyoma.AI for Rs 1,400 crore The AI Factory will be developed by L&T's AI 

infrastructure subsidiary LTN Compute, part of Vyoma.AI, and hosted at Vyoma's Chennai data centre campus. The 

Chennai campus is planned as a gigawatt-scale AI infrastructure site. Its first phase is designed for 250 MW, with power 

infrastructure readiness of 150 MVA, allowing the company to expand AI Factory capacity in the future. 

The infrastructure will combine data centre capacity with accelerated computing, high-performance networking, ultra-low-

latency interconnects, parallel storage and AI infrastructure operations. 

The platform is designed to allow customers to deploy and scale AI workloads through a single infrastructure stack. 

L&T bags major offshore orders worth Rs 5,000-10,000 crore from ONGC for pipeline replacement Artificial Intelligence 

is becoming foundational to every industry and AI Factories will power this transformation. Our deployment of an NVIDIA 

B300 AI Factory for Together AI marks a significant milestone in L&T's Gigawatt AI Infrastructure Mission and reinforces 

our commitment to making India a global hub for next-generation AI infrastructure, said S N Subrahmanyan, chairman 

and managing director, Larsen & Toubro. 

Vipul Ved Prakash, co-founder and CEO of Together AI, said, Making AI globally accessible is going to be the biggest 

infrastructure build-out in human history, and L&T understands that. That's exactly why we partnered with them to bring 

the scale, resilience and engineering excellence this moment demands to India. 

LTN Compute is developing AI-ready digital infrastructure in India across hyperscale AI data centres, sovereign cloud 

platforms, AI Factory services, GPU-as-a-Service and managed AI platforms. 

The company said these services will cater to governments, enterprises, cloud providers and AI companies as demand 

for computing infrastructure grows.  
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India looking to expand strategic petroleum reserves with new facilities in MP, Rajasthan 

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/business/india-business/india-looking-to-expand-strategic-petroleum-reserves-with-

new-facilities-in-mp-rajasthan/articleshow/133197082.cms 

  
India is bolstering its energy security by planning strategic reserves of crude oil (representative image) NEW DELHI: India 

is looking to expand 

its strategic petroleum reserves with new facilities at Bina in Madhya Pradesh and Bikaner in Rajasthan, besides adding 

storage capacity at Mangalore, to strengthen the country's energy security against supply disruptions. According to a 

parliamentary committee report, govt-owned Indian Strategic Petroleum Reserves Ltd (ISPRL), a special purpose vehicle, 

has completed the feasibility study for the Bikaner caverns and is in the process of finalising it. A pre-feasibility study for 

Bina has also been completed, with a detailed feasibility report to be initiated soon. This is in addition to the 1.7 million 

tonne (MT) storage facility being planned at Mangalore, adjacent to its existing Phase-I facility. ISPRL has completed a 

feasibility study, acquired 155 acres of land and is in the process of obtaining special economic zone (SEZ) notification 

for 66 acres. The facility will be built by Oil and Natural Gas Corporation. India currently has strategic oil reserves of 5.3 

MT, developed under Phase-I at Mangalore and Padur in Karnataka and Visakhapatnam in Andhra Pradesh to safeguard 

against global supply disruptions. The capacity is estimated to meet about 9.5 days of the country's crude oil requirement, 

with the reserves managed by ISPRL. The govt is also adding 6.5 MT of reserves under its Phase-II expansion plan - 2.5 

MT at Padur and 4 MT at Chandikhol in Odisha. It approved the two projects in July 2021. At Chandikhol, 400 acres of 

land have been acquired and the request for proposal is under review. At Padur-II, ISPRL signed the concessionaire 

agreement with the selected bidder in Oct 2025, while financial closure is in progress. The developments have been 

flagged in the latest action-taken report of the parliamentary standing committee on petroleum and natural gas, which 

has urged the ministry to ensure timely completion of the projects and work towards the global benchmark of maintaining 

90 days of crude oil storage. The committee urged the petroleum ministry to ensure the finalisation of RFPs, SEZ 

notification and financial closures within the scheduled timelines, while ensuring optimal utilisation of funds, besides 

maintaining global standard of 90 days of crude oil storage within the country as soon as feasible. The committee also 

asked the ministry and oil companies to explore more cavern sites in areas with suitable geological conditions, citing the 

need to strengthen India's energy security amid global geopolitical uncertainties. Get the latest Business News and Live 

updates. Download the TOI app. 
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ONGC commits Rs 25 crore to Assam flood relief & school rebuilding 

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/guwahati/ongc-commits-rs-25-crore-to-assam-flood-relief-school-

rebuilding/articleshow/133218435.cms 

  
Aug 13, 2026, 21:38 IST 

CM with ONGC Chairman & CEO Shri Arun Kumar 

Guwahati: 

ONGC has pledged Rs 25 crore for Assam's flood recovery and rebuilding of over 700 damaged schools. Of the total, 

Rs 5 crore will go to CM's Relief Fund and Rs 20 crore towards school reconstruction, CM Himanta Biswa Sarma said 

on Thursday. State govt said ONGC's aid would provide nearly Rs 3 lakh for each affected school, in addition to the Rs 

2 lakh being provided by govt. The funds will help restore classrooms, furniture, learning materials and other infrastructure 

damaged in the latest floods. Sarma thanked ONGC chairperson and CEO Arun Kumar Singh and the company's 

employees for supporting the state's recovery efforts. ONGC's bond with Assam is one of trust and partnership, built over 

decades of shared progress, Sarma said in a post on X'. The Rs 5-crore contribution will support relief, rehabilitation and 

restoration in flood-hit areas. Large parts of Assam, particularly upper Assam, have suffered extensive damage to homes, 

roads, public infrastructure and agricultural land. Hundreds of schools have also been affected, disrupting education 

across the state. Govt is assessing the damage as floodwaters recede and planning repairs and reconstruction. ONGC's 

assistance is expected to help restore basic infrastructure and enable students to return to functional classrooms. Stay 

updated with the latest Guwahati news. Download the TOI App. 

  

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/guwahati/ongc-commits-rs-25-crore-to-assam-flood-relief-school-rebuilding/articleshow/133218435.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/guwahati/ongc-commits-rs-25-crore-to-assam-flood-relief-school-rebuilding/articleshow/133218435.cms


 

Page 69 of 88. 

Headline Fire breaks out at Kalol ONGC plant, no injuries reported 

Publication The Times of India Edition Online Coverage 

Published Date 14 Aug 2026 

 

Fire breaks out at Kalol ONGC plant, no injuries reported 

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/ahmedabad/fire-breaks-out-at-kalol-ongc-plant-no-injuries-

reported/articleshow/133222548.cms 

  
TNN / Aug 14, 2026, 00:14 IST 

Ahmedabad: A fire that broke out at an Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) installation in Kalol-Mansa area of 

Gandhinagar district on Thursday was brought under control with no injuries reported, the state-run company said. Fire 

and emergency response teams were deployed and the blaze was extinguished, ONGC said. Preliminary information 

suggested that the fire was caused by the bursting of a boiler, Kalol mamlatdar Navin Nayi told the media. No injury or 

harm to any personnel has been reported. The situation is fully under control, and normal production operations have 

been completely restored, the company said in a statement. ONGC said its fire and emergency response teams 

responded immediately to the incident and production operations had since resumed. The company said it prioritises the 

safety of its personnel, assets and neighbouring communities and maintains emergency-response preparedness across 

its operational locations. With agency inputs 

  

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/ahmedabad/fire-breaks-out-at-kalol-ongc-plant-no-injuries-reported/articleshow/133222548.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/ahmedabad/fire-breaks-out-at-kalol-ongc-plant-no-injuries-reported/articleshow/133222548.cms


 

Page 70 of 88. 

Headline Maharashtra Seamless Builds INR 1,709 Crore Order Book, Led by High-Margin Oil & Export 

Orders 

Publication Tubepipe India Edition Online Coverage 

Published Date 13 Aug 2026 

 

Maharashtra Seamless Builds INR 1,709 Crore Order Book, Led by High-Margin Oil & Export Orders 

https://tubepipeindia.com/maharashtra-seamless-builds/ 

  
Maharashtra Seamless Limited has strengthened its order pipeline with INR 714 crore of orders from ONGC and Oil 

India, alongside a strong export component and a special INR 100 crore cylinder pipe order, creating a favourable mix of 

higher-margin business 

Aug 12, 2026 

Maharashtra Seamless Limited (MSL) is seeing a significant improvement in its order book, which currently stands at 

INR 1,709 crore, with a strong contribution from high-margin segments. Of the total order book, INR 714 crore worth of 

orders have been secured from ONGC and Oil India, making the oil sector a key driver of the company's current order 

pipeline. 

The company also has a substantial presence in the export segment, which accounts for 20% of the total order book and 

is another higher-margin business. In addition, MSL has secured special orders worth INR 100 crore for cylinder pipes, 

further strengthening its order mix. 

The improved composition of the order book is expected to support margins in the coming quarters. The company has 

indicated that the revival in its order book and the accumulation of higher-value orders over recent months have been 

particularly encouraging. 
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असम बाढ़ राहत के लिए ओएनजीसी देगा 25 करोड़ रुपये 

https://vocaltv.in/assam/assam-flood-ongc-provide-25-crorephp/cid19122965.htm 

  

गुवाहाटी, 13 अगस्त (लह.स.)। ऑयि एंड नेचुरि गैस कॉरपोरेशन (ओएनजीसी) के चेयरमैन एवं सीईओ अरुण कुमार लसंह ने गुरुवार को असम 

के मुख्यमंत्री डॉ. लहमंत 

लबस्व सरमा से मुिाकात की। इस दौरान ऊपरी असम में बाढ़ से प्रभालवत िोगो ंके राहत, पुनवाास और बुलनयादी ढांचे की बहािी को िेकर चचाा 

हुई। 

 

अलमत मािवीय का कांगे्रस पर हमिा, बोिे- गािी-गिौज भारत के संस्कार नही ं

बैठक में ओएनजीसी ने असम के बाढ़ प्रभालवत इिाको ंमें राहत और पुनलनामााण कायों के लिए 25 करोड़ की सहायता रालश देने की प्रलतबद्धता 

जताई। इस रालश में से 5 करोड़ मुख्यमंत्री राहत कोष में लदए जाएंगे। वही,ं 20 करोड़ बाढ़ से क्षलतग्रस्त 700 से अलिक सू्किो ंके पुनलनामााण पर 

खचा लकए जाएंगे। 

मुख्यमंत्री लहमंत लबस्व सरमा ने ओएनजीसी के िगातार सहयोग की सराहना की। उन्ोनें बाढ़ प्रभालवत पररवारो ंतक राहत पहंुचाने और जरूरी 

बुलनयादी ढांचे को जल्द बहाि करने के लिए त्वररत, समन्वित और जन-कें लित कदम उठाने पर जोर लदया। 

मुख्यमंत्री ने गुरुवार को सोशि मीलडया पे्लटफॉमा एक्स पर एक पोस्ट के जररए बैठक और ओएनजीसी की सहायता की जानकारी साझा की। 

ओएनजीसी की इस सहायता से बाढ़ प्रभालवत के्षत्रो ंमें लशक्षा व्यवस्था को दोबारा पटरी पर िाने के साथ-साथ प्रभालवत समुदायो ंके पुनवाास और 

पुनलनामााण प्रयासो ंको भी मजबूती लमिने की उम्मीद है। 
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Carmakers discussed E20 contamination risks before public retreat: Report 

https://www.business-standard.com/industry/auto/top-automakers-discussed-e20-concerns-before-public-retreat-says-

report-126081300686_1.html 

  
Maruti Suzuki, Tata Motors and Mahindra discussed concerns over chloride and moisture in E20 fuel even as the industry 

publicly backed the government's ethanol rollout 

E20 has angered motorists, with hundreds alleging it has reduced mileage and increased wear and tear on their cars, 

and triggered at least one court challenge 

NEW DELHI 

Listen to This Article 

Hours after India made public assurances last week that its ethanol-blended petrol was safe, the country's main auto 

lobby withdrew a complaint about fuel contamination it had sent to the government a week earlier. The group said some 

figures needed more checks. 

But separate communications between industry executives, reviewed by Reuters, showed that in the preceding days, top 

automakers Maruti Suzuki, Tata Motors and Mahindra discussed their concerns about contamination of petrol blended 

with 20 per cent ethanol, called E20. 

Their data compiled the most comprehensive fuel testing done by the industry since Prime Minister Narendra Modi's 

government started rolling out E20 nationwide from last year to help curb pollution and cut oil imports. With no other 

petrol available since April 1, consumer concerns have grown about the impact on vehicle performance. 

The carmakers' emails show for the first time how they are privately worried about contaminants in E20, like chloride and 

moisture, which they say are hurting vehicles, even as they publicly back the government's rollout of the fuel. 

The Society of Indian Automobile Manufacturers (Siam) withdrew its July 28 letter on fuel contamination after a 

government and public uproar over the warning, saying "some numbers" need "authentication". 

The previously unreported industry data and emails reviewed by Reuters show "multiple" automakers had already 

conducted extensive tests by collecting over 250 fuel samples from pumps over a year from as many as 21 of India's 36 

states and territories. They found high chloride contamination in many of the samples in 18 states, as well as high 

moisture content. 

The executives' emails raised no concern about data authentication. 

Asked for comment on the private emails, Siam told Reuters the data was intended only for internal circulation, discussion 

and validation, and collected by "very few" automakers. 

Maruti, Tata and Mahindra, who were part of the Siam internal emails seen by Reuters, account for 67 per cent of India's 

car market. 

As "the testing basis and sample size were insufficient to support definitive conclusions, the communication was 

withdrawn" as it was sent inadvertently, SIAM said, adding it intends to undertake a proper scientific study. 

The Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas did not respond to requests for comment. Its minister, Hardeep Singh Puri, 

said on Friday that two weeks prior to receiving the letter from SIAM, India's oil marketing companies had begun "rigorous 

testing" of fuel at retail outlets to check for contamination. 

Only four cases of contamination were found, he said. State-run fuel retailers also said last week that extensive random 

and scientific tests showed "no cause for any alarm on account of fuel contamination". 

Mahindra said conclusions drawn from its executive's emails "are completely baseless and incorrect", industry data is 

limited and preliminary, and it does not see issues with E20. Maruti and Tata did not respond to requests for comment. 

Auto industry met government to flag chloride concerns 

https://www.business-standard.com/industry/auto/top-automakers-discussed-e20-concerns-before-public-retreat-says-report-126081300686_1.html
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E20 has angered motorists, with hundreds alleging it has reduced mileage and increased wear and tear on their cars, 

and triggered at least one court challenge. 

SIAM had earlier said high levels of chloride are corrosive for auto parts, while high moisture levels in fuel can immobilise 

a vehicle immediately after fuelling. 

In the group emails exchanged among Maruti, Tata, Mahindra and SIAM, Maruti's senior executive Anoop Bhat raised 

concerns on the high chloride findings saying this had been privately discussed with the petroleum ministry on July 26. 

The tabulated state-wide findings shared by the industry on group emails showed they recorded chloride levels of 6 to 

570 parts per million (ppm) in Rajasthan state, 1.4 to 420 ppm in the capital New Delhi and 10 to 357 ppm in Maharashtra. 

The Indian government says the permissible limit is 3 ppm. 

The data tables also showed moisture levels reaching 13,000 ppm in Andhra Pradesh and 12,500 ppm in Uttar Pradesh, 

versus a permissible government benchmark of 3,000 ppm. 

While the reason for contamination is not known, SIAM said in its now withdrawn letter it had seen an increase in chloride 

levels since the rollout of E20 and has requested the government to direct oil marketing companies to find the root cause. 

For moisture, the Siam letter noted, the cause could be inadequate "maintenance of the underground storage tanks and 

pipelines at retail outlets". 

Maruti's Bhat wrote in his July 26 email that 1 ppm of chloride was the maximum that current fuel injectors, which transport 

fuel to the engine, "can tolerate". 

"Lesser than 1 ppm in E20 is also in line with international standards. Same is in line with discussion held with" the 

petroleum ministry, Bhat wrote. 

Mahindra's senior principal engineer of fluids technology, R. Ramaprabhu, said in emails that organic chloride is the 

contaminant responsible for the very rapid vehicle failures the industry is seeing and can spoil engines "within 200 km". 

"Majority cases reported immediately after fuelling ... is due to organic chloride," he wrote, adding that Mahindra has 

"strong evidences" of fuel sample data from retail outlets. 

Mahindra's Ramaprabhu and Maruti's Bhat did not respond to Reuters' queries. 

(Only the headline and picture of this report may have been reworked by the Business Standard staff; the rest of the 

content is auto-generated from a syndicated feed.) 

First Published: Aug 13 2026 | 11:48 AM IST 

  



 

Page 74 of 88. 

Headline Leaked emails reveal Indian carmakers flagged fuel issues before public backtrack, here's all 

you need to know 

Publication DNA Edition Online Coverage 

Published Date 13 Aug 2026 

 

Leaked emails reveal Indian carmakers flagged fuel issues before public backtrack, here's all you 

need to know 

https://www.dnaindia.com/world/report-leaked-emails-reveal-indian-carmakers-flagged-fuel-issues-before-public-backtrack-

here-s-all-you-need-to-know-3218402 

  
Since April 1, no other grade of petrol has been available, and consumer worries about how it affects vehicle performance 

have increased. 

Days after the Indian government reassured the public that ethanol-blended petrol was safe, the country's leading 

automobile body retracted a complaint it had filed with the government a week earlier over fuel contamination. The lobby 

said certain data points required further verification. 

However, separate internal exchanges reviewed by Reuters revealed that in the days before, major carmakers Maruti 

Suzuki, Tata Motors and Mahindra had been discussing concerns about E20 fuel  petrol mixed with 20% ethanol. 

TRENDING NOW 

The testing data they shared represented the industry's most extensive fuel analysis to date, conducted since PM 

Narendra Modi's government began the nationwide rollout of E20 last year to reduce pollution and dependence on oil 

imports. 

E20-only fuel sparks performance concerns 

Since April 1, no other grade of petrol has been available, and consumer worries about how it affects vehicle performance 

have increased. 

Emails from the carmakers reveal, for the first time, their private concerns about contaminants in E20 such as chloride 

and moisture that they claim are damaging vehicles, despite their public support for the government's E20 rollout. 

The Society of Indian Automobile Manufacturers (SIAM) pulled back its July 28 letter on fuel contamination amid backlash 

from the government and the public, stating that "some numbers" required "authentication". 

250 samples tested across 21 states 

Unreported data and emails seen by Reuters reveal that multiple carmakers conducted extensive fuel testing, collecting 

over 250 samples from 21 states and UTs in a year. They detected high chloride in samples from 18 states, plus high 

moisture. 

The internal emails did not flag any issues with data authentication. 

When asked about the private correspondence, SIAM told Reuters the data was meant only for "internal circulation, 

discussion and validation" and was gathered by "a very few" automakers. 

Maruti, Tata and Mahindra, referenced in SIAM's internal correspondence reviewed by Reuters, account for 67% of the 

Indian automobile market. 

According to SIAM, the communication was pulled back "inadvertently" as the "testing basis and sample size were 

insufficient" for firm conclusions. It plans a full scientific study now. 

Ministry did not respond to queries 

The Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas did not respond to requests for comment. Minister Hardeep Singh Puri said 

on Friday that two weeks before SIAM's letter, oil marketing companies had started "rigorous testing" of fuel at retail 

outlets to check for contamination. 

He said only four cases of contamination were detected. State-run fuel retailers also said last week that "extensive 

random and scientific tests" found "no cause for any alarm" over fuel contamination. 

https://www.dnaindia.com/world/report-leaked-emails-reveal-indian-carmakers-flagged-fuel-issues-before-public-backtrack-here-s-all-you-need-to-know-3218402
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Mahindra said inferences drawn from its executive's email correspondence "are completely baseless and incorrect," and 

that the available industry data remains "limited and preliminary." The company added it does not perceive any problems 

with E20. 

Car makers flag chloride issues to government 

E20 fuel has angered consumers, with hundreds alleging reduced fuel efficiency and increased wear and tear on their 

cars, and prompting at least one court petition. 

SIAM previously said that elevated chloride levels are corrosive to vehicle components, and that high moisture content 

can lead to immediate engine stalling post-refueling. 

In group email exchanges among Maruti, Tata, Mahindra and SIAM, Maruti's senior executive Anoop Bhat highlighted 

the high chloride findings, stating the matter had been privately discussed with the petroleum ministry on July 26. 

Tabulated state-level results shared by the industry indicated chloride concentrations of 6 to 570 ppm in Rajasthan, 1.4 

to 420 ppm in New Delhi, and 10 to 357 ppm in Maharashtra. The permissible limit set by the Indian government is 3 

ppm. 

Industry data also showed moisture at 13,000 ppm in Andhra Pradesh and 12,500 ppm in Uttar Pradesh, against the 

government cap of 3,000 ppm. 

SIAM, in its withdrawn letter, said it doesn't know the reason for contamination but has seen chloride rise post-E20 and 

wants oil firms to probe the root cause. 

For moisture, SIAM pointed to possible lapses in "maintenance of underground storage tanks and pipelines at retail 

outlets". 
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Emails reveal carmakers' E20 fuel contamination worries before public retreat 

https://www.deccanherald.com/india/emails-reveal-carmakers-e20-fuel-contamination-worries-before-public-retreat-

4110609 

  
With no other petrol available since April 1, consumer concerns have grown about the impact on vehicle performance. 

New Delhi: Hours after India made public assurances last week that its ethanol-blended petrol was safe, the country's 

main auto lobby withdrew a complaint about fuel contamination it had sent to the government a week earlier. The group 

said some figures needed more checks. 

ANYTIME, ANYWHERE. 

But separate communications between industry executives, reviewed by Reuters , showed that in the preceding days, 

top automakers Maruti Suzuki, Tata Motors and Mahindra discussed their concerns about contamination of petrol blended 

with 20 per cent ethanol, called E20. 

Their data compiled the most comprehensive fuel testing done by the industry since Prime Minister Narendra Modi's 

government started rolling out E20 nationwide from last year to help curb pollution and cut oil imports. 

With no other petrol available since April 1, consumer concerns have grown about the impact on vehicle performance. 

The carmakers' emails show for the first time how they are privately worried about contaminants in E20, like chloride and 

moisture, which they say are hurting vehicles, even as they publicly back the government's rollout of the fuel. 

The Society of Indian Automobile Manufacturers (SIAM) withdrew its July 28 letter on fuel contamination after a 

government and public uproar over the warning, saying "some numbers" need "authentication". 

The previously unreported industry data and emails reviewed by Reuters show "multiple" automakers had already 

conducted extensive tests by collecting over 250 fuel samples from pumps over a year from as many as 21 of India's 36 

states and territories. They found high chloride contamination in many of the samples in 18 states, as well as high 

moisture content. 

The executives' emails raised no concern about data authentication. 

Asked for comment on the private emails, SIAM told Reuters the data was intended only for internal circulation, discussion 

and validation, and collected by "very few" automakers. 

Maruti, Tata and Mahindra, who were part of the SIAM internal emails seen by Reuters, account for 67% of India's car 

market. 

As "the testing basis and sample size were insufficient to support definitive conclusions, the communication was 

withdrawn" as it was sent inadvertently, SIAM said, adding it intends to undertake a proper scientific study. 

The Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas did not respond to requests for comment. Its minister, Hardeep Singh Puri, 

said on Friday that two weeks prior to receiving the letter from SIAM, India's oil marketing companies had begun "rigorous 

testing" of fuel at retail outlets to check for contamination. 

Only four cases of contamination were found, he said. State-run fuel retailers also said last week that extensive random 

and scientific tests showed "no cause for any alarm on account of fuel contamination". 

Mahindra said conclusions drawn from its executive's emails "are completely baseless and incorrect", industry data is 

limited and preliminary, and it does not see issues with E20. Maruti and Tata did not respond to requests for comment. 

E20 has angered motorists, with hundreds alleging it has reduced mileage and increased wear and tear on their cars, 

and triggered at least one court challenge. 

SIAM had earlier said high levels of chloride are corrosive for auto parts, while high moisture levels in fuel can immobilise 

a vehicle immediately after fuelling. 

In the group emails exchanged among Maruti, Tata, Mahindra and SIAM, Maruti's senior executive Anoop Bhat raised 

concerns on the high chloride findings saying this had been privately discussed with the petroleum ministry on July 26. 

https://www.deccanherald.com/india/emails-reveal-carmakers-e20-fuel-contamination-worries-before-public-retreat-4110609
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The tabulated state-wide findings shared by the industry on group emails showed they recorded chloride levels of 6 to 

570 parts per million (ppm) in Rajasthan state, 1.4 to 420 ppm in the capital New Delhi and 10 to 357 ppm in Maharashtra. 

The Indian government says the permissible limit is 3 ppm. 

The data tables also showed moisture levels reaching 13,000 ppm in Andhra Pradesh and 12,500 ppm in Uttar Pradesh, 

versus a permissible government benchmark of 3,000 ppm. 

While the reason for contamination is not known, SIAM said in its now withdrawn letter it had seen an increase in chloride 

levels since the rollout of E20 and has requested the government to direct oil marketing companies to find the root cause. 

For moisture, the SIAM letter noted, the cause could be inadequate "maintenance of the underground storage tanks and 

pipelines at retail outlets". 

Maruti's Bhat wrote in his July 26 email that 1 ppm of chloride was the maximum that current fuel injectors, which transport 

fuel to the engine, "can tolerate". 

"Lesser than 1 ppm in E20 is also in line with international standards. Same is in line with discussion held with" the 

petroleum ministry, Bhat wrote. 

Mahindra's senior principal engineer of fluids technology, R. Ramaprabhu, said in emails that organic chloride is the 

contaminant responsible for the very rapid vehicle failures the industry is seeing and can spoil engines "within 200 km". 

"Majority cases reported immediately after fuelling ... is due to organic chloride," he wrote, adding that Mahindra has 

"strong evidences" of fuel sample data from retail outlets. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Headline Maruti, Tata, Mahindra raised E20 fuel contamination concerns, emails show 



 

Page 78 of 88. 

Publication ET Energyworld Edition Online Coverage 

Published Date 13 Aug 2026 

 

Maruti, Tata, Mahindra raised E20 fuel contamination concerns, emails show 

https://energy.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/oil-and-gas/maruti-tata-mahindra-raised-e20-fuel-contamination-

concerns-emails-show/133203909 

  
Automakers privately expressed concerns about E20 fuel contamination, citing chloride and moisture issues. This data 

emerged after the auto lobby withdrew a complaint to the government. 

Industry tests found high chloride and moisture levels in many fuel samples. These contaminants are reportedly harming 

vehicles and reducing performance. 

Maruti, Tata, Mahindra flagged E20 fuel concerns, emails show. REUTERS/Bhawika Chhabra Hours after India made 

public assurances last week that its ethanol-blended petrol was safe, the country's main auto lobby withdrew a complaint 

about fuel contamination it had sent to the government a week earlier. The group said some figures needed more checks. 

But separate communications between industry executives, reviewed by Reuters, showed that in the preceding days, top 

automakers Maruti Suzuki Tata Motors and Mahindra discussed their concerns about contamination of petrol blended 

with 20% ethanol, called E20. 

Advt 

Their data compiled the most comprehensive fuel testing done by the industry since Prime Minister Narendra Modi's 

government started rolling out E20 nationwide from last year to help curb pollution and cut oil imports. 

With no other petrol available since April 1, consumer concerns have grown about the impact on vehicle performance. 

The carmakers' emails show for the first time how they are privately worried about contaminants in E20, like chloride and 

moisture, which they say are hurting vehicles, even as they publicly back the government's rollout of the fuel. 

The Society of Indian Automobile Manufacturers (SIAM) withdrew its July 28 letter on fuel contamination after a 

government and public uproar over the warning, saying "some numbers" need "authentication". 

The previously unreported industry data and emails reviewed by Reuters show "multiple" automakers had already 

conducted extensive tests by collecting over 250 fuel samples from pumps over a year from as many as 21 of India's 36 

states and territories. They found high chloride contamination in many of the samples in 18 states, as well as high 

moisture content. 

The executives' emails raised no concern about data authentication. 

Asked for comment on the private emails, SIAM told Reuters the data was intended only for internal circulation, discussion 

and validation, and collected by "very few" automakers. 

Advt 

Maruti, Tata and Mahindra, who were part of the SIAM internal emails seen by Reuters, account for 67% of India's car 

market. 

As "the testing basis and sample size were insufficient to support definitive conclusions, the communication was 

withdrawn" as it was sent inadvertently, SIAM said, adding it intends to undertake a proper scientific study. 

The Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas did not respond to requests for comment. Its minister, Hardeep Singh Puri, 

said on Friday that two weeks prior to receiving the letter from SIAM, India's oil marketing companies had begun "rigorous 

testing" of fuel at retail outlets to check for contamination. 

Only four cases of contamination were found, he said. State-run fuel retailers also said last week that extensive random 

and scientific tests showed "no cause for any alarm on account of fuel contamination". 

Mahindra said conclusions drawn from its executive's emails "are completely baseless and incorrect", industry data is 

limited and preliminary, and it does not see issues with E20. Maruti and Tata did not respond to requests for comment. 

AUTO INDUSTRY MET GOVERNMENT TO FLAG CHLORIDE CONCERNS 

E20 has angered motorists, with hundreds alleging it has reduced mileage and increased wear and tear on their cars, 

and triggered at least one court challenge. 

https://energy.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/oil-and-gas/maruti-tata-mahindra-raised-e20-fuel-contamination-concerns-emails-show/133203909
https://energy.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/oil-and-gas/maruti-tata-mahindra-raised-e20-fuel-contamination-concerns-emails-show/133203909
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SIAM had earlier said high levels of chloride are corrosive for auto parts, while high moisture levels in fuel can immobilise 

a vehicle immediately after fuelling. 

In the group emails exchanged among Maruti, Tata, Mahindra and SIAM, Maruti's senior executive Anoop Bhat raised 

concerns on the high chloride findings saying this had been privately discussed with the petroleum ministry on July 26. 

The tabulated state-wide findings shared by the industry on group emails showed they recorded chloride levels of 6 to 

570 parts per million (ppm) in Rajasthan state, 1.4 to 420 ppm in the capital New Delhi and 10 to 357 ppm in Maharashtra. 

The Indian government says the permissible limit is 3 ppm. 

The data tables also showed moisture levels reaching 13,000 ppm in Andhra Pradesh and 12,500 ppm in Uttar Pradesh, 

versus a permissible government benchmark of 3,000 ppm. 

While the reason for contamination is not known, SIAM said in its now withdrawn letter it had seen an increase in chloride 

levels since the rollout of E20 and has requested the government to direct oil marketing companies to find the root cause. 

For moisture, the SIAM letter noted, the cause could be inadequate "maintenance of the underground storage tanks and 

pipelines at retail outlets". 

Maruti's Bhat wrote in his July 26 email that 1 ppm of chloride was the maximum that current fuel injectors, which transport 

fuel to the engine, "can tolerate". 

"Lesser than 1 ppm in E20 is also in line with international standards. Same is in line with discussion held with" the 

petroleum ministry, Bhat wrote. 

Mahindra's senior principal engineer of fluids technology, R. Ramaprabhu, said in emails that organic chloride is the 

contaminant responsible for the very rapid vehicle failures the industry is seeing and can spoil engines "within 200 km". 

"Majority cases reported immediately after fuelling ... is due to organic chloride," he wrote, adding that Mahindra has 

"strong evidences" of fuel sample data from retail outlets. 

Mahindra's Ramaprabhu and Maruti's Bhat did not respond to Reuters' queries. Home 

News 

Oil & Gas 

Maruti, Tata, Mahindra raised E20 fuel contamination concerns, emails show 
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Beyond E20: What India's ethanol industry is aiming for next 

https://www.financialexpress.com/business/news/beyond-e20-what-indias-ethanol-industry-is-aiming-for-next/4316617/ 

  
India reached its 20% ethanol blending target early, boosting farmer income and cutting oil imports, while exploring higher 

blends like E25 and E85 amid challenges in consumer acceptance and industry capacity. 

India's ethanol success story has a paradox at its core. The country hit its 20% blending target five years ahead of 

schedule, converting sugarcane, rice and maize into a fuel that has cut crude oil imports, pumped over 1.29 lakh crore 

into sugar mills and generated more than 1.60 lakh crore in additional farmer income since 2014. 

But the push towards E20 has also raised concerns among consumers and parts of the auto industry, particularly over 

mileage, vehicle compatibility and the long-term impact of higher ethanol blends on older vehicles. As the debate around 

E20 continues, the government is already looking at what comes next. 

Now, E25 is on the cards, while E85 is being rolled out for flex-fuel vehicles. Ethanol is also being explored for uses 

beyond petrol, including sustainable aviation fuel, chemicals, pharmaceuticals, marine fuel and even cooking fuel. 

India Inc's gender diversity paradox: 1,498 women hold board positions, just 9 are CEOs 

But while the country is preparing for higher blending levels, ethanol producers are sitting on huge unused capacity. The 

ethanol industry says the road ahead is not going to be easy. 

While India's ethanol programme has helped cut crude oil imports and given farmers an additional source of income, 

many ethanol producers are struggling with low demand and excess capacity. 

Pushpinder Singh, President of the Bharat Independent Ethanol Producers Association (BIEPA), spoke to Financial 

Express about what the industry needs as India moves beyond E20. 

India's ethanol story is bigger than just E20 

With India importing nearly 88.5% of its crude oil, BIEPA said domestically produced alternate fuels can reduce exposure 

to global oil prices, shipping disruptions and geopolitical shocks. At the same time, ethanol production capacity has nearly 

tripled over the past decade, from around 680 crore litres to almost 2,000 crore litres, making India the world's third-

largest ethanol producer after the US and Brazil. 

But the big question now is what happens after E20. 

The Bureau of Indian Standards has already notified fuel-quality standards for E22, E25, E27 and E30, while the 

government has started selling E85 at 48 outlets for flex-fuel vehicles. This is planned to rise to 500 outlets by December 

2026 and around 5,000 by December 2027. 

Union minister Nitin Gadkari has also approved rules allowing 100% ethanol, or E100, as a standalone fuel. Automakers 

such as Maruti Suzuki and Hero MotoCorp have started rolling out flex-fuel vehicles. 

But ethanol's future may go beyond transport. The industry is exploring its use in sustainable aviation fuel, chemicals, 

pharmaceuticals, marine fuel and other sectors that could create fresh demand. 

E85 is the next big step, but consumers will decide 

As India looks beyond E20, Singh said it is important to get one point right: the next high-blend target for road transport 

is E85, not E80. India has sufficient installed ethanol capacity to move well beyond E20, Singh said. 

But moving the entire country to high ethanol blends will take time. According to Singh, four things will be important for 

the transition: more flex-fuel vehicles, dedicated fuel infrastructure, a stable policy for feedstock and, most importantly, 

attractive prices for consumers. 

Data Centre Power Boom: Why renewable developers are demanding a Rs 3,000 crore relief package 

Without attractive consumer pricing and clear economic incentives, he warned, adoption could remain slow even if India 

has enough ethanol. 

https://www.financialexpress.com/business/news/beyond-e20-what-indias-ethanol-industry-is-aiming-for-next/4316617/
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The government has already started building the infrastructure needed for E85. Petroleum Minister Hardeep Singh Puri 

has said E85 could be priced around 20 per litre cheaper than regular petrol. Government projections suggest India's 

ethanol blending rate could reach nearly 26% by 2030-31 as the E85 network expands. 

Is sustainable aviation fuel ethanol's next big opportunity? 

The next phase of India's ethanol story may not be limited to petrol pumps. 

Singh said there are already established uses for ethanol in chemicals, solvents, pharmaceuticals and sanitisers. But 

one of the biggest opportunities could come from aviation. 

He described sustainable aviation fuel made through alcohol-to-jet technology as its next major energy opportunity. 

Ethanol could also find a role in marine fuel. However, Singh said these applications are still under scrutiny when it comes 

to their commercial viability. 

Can ethanol find a new market in cooking fuel? 

There has also been growing interest in using ethanol as a cooking fuel. Singh, however, was cautious about this idea. 

Ethanol can be used in specially designed liquid fuel stoves, he said. 

But using it across the country would not be simple. Nationwide adoption would require dedicated appliances, safe 

distribution, competitive pricing and consumer acceptance, he said. 

That means ethanol-based cooking fuel is still some distance away from becoming a commercial option, despite the 

attention it has received. 

Ethanol prices may need to rise 

The cost of producing ethanol is another concern. Feedstock accounts for around 80% of the total production cost. These 

costs have been rising across the country, with concerns over the monsoon and the impact of El Nio adding to the 

pressure. 

At the same time, when a factory operates below capacity, the cost of converting the raw material into ethanol also rises 

on a per-litre basis. 

Singh believes ethanol prices will have to reflect these higher costs. A calibrated increase is therefore both reasonable 

and necessary to protect plant viability and debt repayment capacity, he said. He also wants India to eventually move 

towards a more predictable pricing system. 

At present, ethanol prices are administratively fixed by the Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs. Government data 

shows that oil marketing companies' weighted average procurement cost for ethanol in Ethanol Supply Year 2025-26 is 

above 71 per litre, including GST and transportation costs. 

The Centre, however, has maintained that the ethanol blending programme is not intended to maximise OMC profits. 

India's ethanol push is also raising concerns over food security, as growing demand for maize could reduce land available 

for pulses and oilseeds and increase edible oil imports. At the same time, ethanol plants are facing opposition in several 

states over groundwater use and pollution, showing that future expansion will need to address both environmental 

concerns and local resistance. 

Vehicle owners are still worried about E20 

As India moves towards E25 and E85, one major challenge will be convincing consumers that higher ethanol blends are 

safe for their vehicles. Since the nationwide E20 rollout in April, protests have taken place in Delhi and other parts of the 

country over claims that ethanol can damage older engines and reduce mileage. 

One demonstration in August drew crowds who cited around 200,000 petitions on the issue. The Ministry of Petroleum 

has rejected these concerns as largely unfounded. 

The Society of Indian Automobile Manufacturers has said the actual impact on mileage is relatively small, at around 2-

4%. 

Tests by Indian Oil Corporation and the Automotive Research Association of India found no compatibility issues with 

vehicles using ethanol-blended fuel. However, many vehicle owners still remain unconvinced. 

What does the industry want over the next five years? 

For Singh, the next five years should not simply be about setting bigger blending targets. His first priority is ensuring 

equitable distribution. He also wants the industry to focus on building consumer trust in the ethanol programme. 
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Moving to E25 is another priority, but Singh said it needs to happen keeping everyone's interests in mind, including the 

consumer. 

Faster adoption of flex-fuel vehicles is also important if India wants E85 to succeed. The message from BIEPA is therefore 

somewhat different from the government's bigger blending ambitions. 

The government is looking at a blending rate of nearly 26% by 2030-31. But for independent ethanol producers, the 

bigger question is whether the growth created by the programme reaches more companies instead of remaining 

concentrated among a few. 
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Iran says no US deal as Trump invokes Allah, claims America will ‘keep' Hormuz 
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12254911 

  
Iran says there are no talks on extending the June framework and no progress on restoring it, even as Trump claims US 

control of Hormuz. Tehran is separately discussing a shipping arrangement with Oman 

New Delhi: Iran on Wednesday rejected reports that it had agreed with the United States to extend the interim framework 

aimed at ending their conflict, widening the gap between Tehran's account of diplomacy and US President Donald 

Trump's claims that negotiations remain underway. 

A senior Iranian source said there had been "absolutely no progress" on getting Washington to return to the June 

agreement or set a timetable for implementing its commitments. The source also denied that the two sides had agreed 

to extend a 60-day negotiating period. 

Trump responded by declaring that the US had "total control" over the Strait of Hormuz. 

"The U.S.A. has total control over the Strait of Hormuz. I THINK WE WILL KEEP IT!" Trump wrote on Truth Social. He 

described the US naval blockade as a "WALL OF STEEL", claimed Iran's military and economy had been weakened and 

ended the post with: "Praise be to Allah!" 

It was not the first time Trump used the phrase while threatening Iran. He used similar language in April after warning of 

attacks on Iranian infrastructure unless Tehran reopened Hormuz. 

The latest exchange reflects three parallel disputes: whether negotiations are actually underway, whether the June 

agreement remains alive, and who exercises effective control over Hormuz. 

Indirect messages, but no direct talks 

Iran is not denying all communication with Washington. 

Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi said there were no direct negotiations with the US and that Tehran would not resume 

them while Washington remained in breach of the June understanding. Messages were still being exchanged through 

Pakistan and Qatar. 

Pakistan has taken a different view, saying the June arrangement remains valid and that its negotiating deadline can be 

extended. Islamabad has been trying to revive diplomacy, including through recent contacts with Tehran. 

Iran's position is that Washington broke the agreement shortly after it was reached and later withdrew from it. 

The June memorandum called for an end to military operations and created a 60-day window for negotiations on a 

broader settlement covering Iran's nuclear programme, sanctions and navigation through Hormuz. 

The arrangement soon unravelled. Washington accused Tehran of failing to honour commitments on commercial 

passage through Hormuz, while Iran accused the US of failing to lift its blockade, release frozen Iranian funds and meet 

other commitments. 

Oman talks are separate 

Iran is separately negotiating with Oman over navigation through Hormuz. 

Tehran says those talks are advanced and concern the route and mechanism under which vessels could eventually move 

through the strait. Iranian officials say the two countries have broadly agreed on a shipping route, with technical details 

still under discussion. 

But an Iran-Oman arrangement would not amount to a US-Iran settlement. 

Tehran has linked the full reopening of Hormuz to wider demands, including an end to US military action, removal of the 

naval blockade, sanctions relief, release of frozen assets and compensation for wartime damage. 

https://www.newsdrum.in/international/iran-says-no-us-deal-as-trump-invokes-allah-claims-america-will-keep-hormuz-12254911
https://www.newsdrum.in/international/iran-says-no-us-deal-as-trump-invokes-allah-claims-america-will-keep-hormuz-12254911
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Trump has made a competing compensation demand, saying Iran should compensate the US for deaths and damage 

he attributes to Tehran over several decades. 

Nuclear dispute remains central 

The Hormuz confrontation is tied to the wider US-Iran conflict over Tehran's nuclear programme. 

The US and Israel began military operations against Iran on February 28. Trump said the campaign was intended to 

prevent Iran from acquiring nuclear weapons and weaken its ability to threaten the US and regional allies. Tehran 

maintains that its nuclear programme is peaceful. 

The June framework was meant to create space for a broader agreement covering the nuclear issue and sanctions relief. 

Those talks have effectively stalled as both sides first dispute the ceasefire terms and access to Hormuz. 

Iran has also continued to signal that it retains the ability to strike US and allied interests despite extensive attacks on its 

military infrastructure. 

The conflict is spreading beyond the Gulf. Iran-backed Houthis have stepped up attacks around Yemen and the Bab el-

Mandeb Strait, increasing risks to another major shipping route linking the Red Sea and Arabian Sea. 

Impact on oil supply 

Before the war, roughly one-fifth of the world's traded oil passed through Hormuz, making any prolonged disruption a 

global economic risk. 

Oil prices rose again on Wednesday as expectations of an early diplomatic breakthrough weakened, with Brent trading 

around $89 a barrel. 

For Trump, sustained high oil and fuel prices could also become a domestic political issue ahead of the November US 

midterm elections. 

India remains directly exposed. Oil Minister Hardeep Singh Puri said that before the disruption, as much as half of India's 

crude imports, 90 per cent of imported LPG and 60 per cent of gas imports passed through Hormuz. 

India has since diversified supplies and raised domestic production to limit shortages, but higher international prices have 

still increased its import costs. 

New Delhi also has a maritime-security concern after Indian seafarers were killed and injured in attacks on commercial 

vessels in July. India called for an end to violence and the restoration of safe commercial navigation. 
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Maruti, Tata, Mahindra raised E20 fuel contamination concerns, emails show 
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worries-before-public-retreat/articleshow/133199689.cms 

  
Automakers privately expressed concerns about E20 fuel contamination, citing chloride and moisture issues. This data 

emerged after the auto lobby withdrew a complaint to the government. Industry tests found high chloride and moisture 

levels in many fuel samples. These contaminants are reportedly harming vehicles and reducing performance. 

NEW DELHI, - Hours after India made public assurances last week that its was safe, the country's main auto lobby 

withdrew a complaint about fuel contamination it had sent to the government a week earlier. The group said some figures 

needed more checks. 

But separate communications between industry executives, reviewed by Reuters, showed that in the preceding days, top 

automakers and Mahindra discussed their concerns about contamination of petrol blended with 20% ethanol, called E20. 

Their data compiled the most comprehensive fuel testing done by the industry since Prime Minister Narendra Modi's 

government started rolling out E20 nationwide from last year to help curb pollution and cut oil imports. 

With no other petrol available since April 1, consumer concerns have grown about the impact on vehicle performance. 

The carmakers' emails show for the first time how they are privately worried about contaminants in E20, like chloride and 

moisture, which they say are hurting vehicles, even as they publicly back the government's rollout of the fuel. 

The Society of Indian Automobile Manufacturers (SIAM) withdrew its July 28 letter on fuel contamination after a 

government and public uproar over the warning, saying "some numbers" need "authentication". 

The previously unreported industry data and emails reviewed by Reuters show "multiple" automakers had already 

conducted extensive tests by collecting over 250 fuel samples from pumps over a year from as many as 21 of India's 36 

states and territories. They found high chloride contamination in many of the samples in 18 states, as well as high 

moisture content. 

The executives' emails raised no concern about data authentication. 

Asked for comment on the private emails, SIAM told Reuters the data was intended only for internal circulation, discussion 

and validation, and collected by "very few" automakers. 

Maruti, Tata and Mahindra, who were part of the SIAM internal emails seen by Reuters, account for 67% of India's car 

market. 

As "the testing basis and sample size were insufficient to support definitive conclusions, the communication was 

withdrawn" as it was sent inadvertently, SIAM said, adding it intends to undertake a proper scientific study. 

The Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas did not respond to requests for comment. Its minister, Hardeep Singh Puri, 

said on Friday that two weeks prior to receiving the letter from SIAM, India's oil marketing companies had begun "rigorous 

testing" of fuel at retail outlets to check for contamination. 

Only four cases of contamination were found, he said. State-run fuel retailers also said last week that extensive random 

and scientific tests showed "no cause for any alarm on account of fuel contamination". 

Mahindra said conclusions drawn from its executive's emails "are completely baseless and incorrect", industry data is 

limited and preliminary, and it does not see issues with E20. Maruti and Tata did not respond to requests for comment. 

AUTO INDUSTRY MET GOVERNMENT TO FLAG CHLORIDE CONCERNS 

E20 has angered motorists, with hundreds alleging it has reduced mileage and increased wear and tear on their cars, 

and triggered at least one court challenge. 

SIAM had earlier said high levels of chloride are corrosive for auto parts, while high moisture levels in fuel can immobilise 

a vehicle immediately after fuelling. 

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/auto/auto-news/emails-reveal-indian-carmakers-fuel-contamination-worries-before-public-retreat/articleshow/133199689.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/auto/auto-news/emails-reveal-indian-carmakers-fuel-contamination-worries-before-public-retreat/articleshow/133199689.cms
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In the group emails exchanged among Maruti, Tata, Mahindra and SIAM, Maruti's senior executive Anoop Bhat raised 

concerns on the high chloride findings saying this had been privately discussed with the petroleum ministry on July 26. 

The tabulated state-wide findings shared by the industry on group emails showed they recorded chloride levels of 6 to 

570 parts per million (ppm) in Rajasthan state, 1.4 to 420 ppm in the capital New Delhi and 10 to 357 ppm in Maharashtra. 

The Indian government says the permissible limit is 3 ppm. 

The data tables also showed moisture levels reaching 13,000 ppm in Andhra Pradesh and 12,500 ppm in Uttar Pradesh, 

versus a permissible government benchmark of 3,000 ppm. 

While the reason for contamination is not known, SIAM said in its now withdrawn letter it had seen an increase in chloride 

levels since the rollout of E20 and has requested the government to direct oil marketing companies to find the root cause. 

For moisture, the SIAM letter noted, the cause could be inadequate "maintenance of the underground storage tanks and 

pipelines at retail outlets". 

Maruti's Bhat wrote in his July 26 email that 1 ppm of chloride was the maximum that current fuel injectors, which transport 

fuel to the engine, "can tolerate". 

"Lesser than 1 ppm in E20 is also in line with international standards. Same is in line with discussion held with" the 

petroleum ministry, Bhat wrote. 

Mahindra's senior principal engineer of fluids technology, R. Ramaprabhu, said in emails that organic chloride is the 

contaminant responsible for the very rapid vehicle failures the industry is seeing and can spoil engines "within 200 km". 

"Majority cases reported immediately after fuelling ... is due to organic chloride," he wrote, adding that Mahindra has 

"strong evidences" of fuel sample data from retail outlets. 
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Maruti, Tata, Mahindra privately shared concerns on E20 with Government before public retreat 

https://www.thehindu.com/business/Industry/emails-reveal-carmakers-shared-concerns-on-e20-with-government-before-

public-retreat/article71340483.ece 

  
The carmakers' emails show how they are privately worried about contaminants in E20, like chloride and moisture, which 

they say are hurting vehicles, even as they publicly back the Government's rollout of the fuel 

Hours after the Centre made public assurances that its ethanol-blended petrol was safe , India's main auto lobby withdrew 

a complaint about fuel contamination it had sent to the Government a week earlier. The group said some figures needed 

more checks. 

But separate communications between industry executives, reviewed by Reuters , showed that in the preceding days, 

top automakers Maruti Suzuki, Tata Motors and Mahindra discussed their concerns about contamination of petrol blended 

with 20% ethanol, called E20. 

Their data compiled the most comprehensive fuel testing done by the industry since Prime Minister Narendra Modi's 

Government started rolling out E20 nationwide from last year to help curb pollution and cut oil imports. 

With no other petrol available since April 1, consumer concerns have grown about the impact on vehicle performance. 

The carmakers' emails show for the first time how they are privately worried about contaminants in E20, like chloride and 

moisture, which they say are hurting vehicles, even as they publicly back the government's rollout of the fuel. 

The Society of Indian Automobile Manufacturers (SIAM) withdrew its July 28 letter on fuel contamination after a 

government and public uproar over the warning, saying some numbers need authentication. 

The previously unreported industry data and emails reviewed by Reuters show multiple automakers had already 

conducted extensive tests by collecting over 250 fuel samples from pumps over a year from as many as 21 States and 

Union Territories. They found high chloride contamination in many of the samples in 18 States, as well as high moisture 

content. 

The executives' emails raised no concern about data authentication. 

Asked for comment on the private emails, SIAM told Reuters the data was intended only for internal circulation, discussion 

and validation, and collected by very few automakers. 

Maruti, Tata and Mahindra, who were part of the SIAM internal emails seen by Reuters , account for 67% of India's car 

market. 

As the testing basis and sample size were insufficient to support definitive conclusions, the communication was withdrawn 

as it was sent inadvertently, SIAM said, adding it intends to undertake a proper scientific study. 

The Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas did not respond to requests for comment. Minister Hardeep Singh Puri said 

on Friday that two weeks prior to receiving the letter from SIAM, India's oil marketing companies had begun rigorous 

testing of fuel at retail outlets to check for contamination. 

Only four cases of contamination were found, he said. State-run fuel retailers also said last week that extensive random 

and scientific tests showed no cause for any alarm on account of fuel contamination. 

Mahindra said conclusions drawn from its executive's emails are completely baseless and incorrect, industry data is 

limited and preliminary, and it does not see issues with E20. Maruti and Tata did not respond to requests for comment. 

Auto industry met Govt to flag chloride concerns 

E20 has angered motorists, with hundreds alleging it has reduced mileage and increased wear and tear on their cars, 

and triggered at least one court challenge. 

SIAM had earlier said high levels of chloride are corrosive for auto parts, while high moisture levels in fuel can immobilise 

a vehicle immediately after fuelling. 

In the group emails exchanged among Maruti, Tata, Mahindra and SIAM, Maruti's senior executive Anoop Bhat raised 

concerns on the high chloride findings saying this had been privately discussed with the petroleum ministry on July 26. 

https://www.thehindu.com/business/Industry/emails-reveal-carmakers-shared-concerns-on-e20-with-government-before-public-retreat/article71340483.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/business/Industry/emails-reveal-carmakers-shared-concerns-on-e20-with-government-before-public-retreat/article71340483.ece
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The tabulated State-wide findings shared by the industry on group emails showed they recorded chloride levels of 6 to 

570 parts per million (ppm) in Rajasthan, 1.4 to 420 ppm in New Delhi and 10 to 357 ppm in Maharashtra. 

The Indian government says the permissible limit is 3 ppm. 

The data tables also showed moisture levels reaching 13,000 ppm in Andhra Pradesh and 12,500 ppm in Uttar Pradesh, 

versus a permissible government benchmark of 3,000 ppm. 

While the reason for contamination is not known, SIAM said in its now withdrawn letter it had seen an increase in chloride 

levels since the rollout of E20 and has requested the government to direct oil marketing companies to find the root cause. 

For moisture, the SIAM letter noted, the cause could be inadequate maintenance of the underground storage tanks and 

pipelines at retail outlets. 

Maruti's Mr. Bhat wrote in his July 26 email that 1 ppm of chloride was the maximum that current fuel injectors, which 

transport fuel to the engine, can tolerate. 

Lesser than 1 ppm in E20 is also in line with international standards. Same is in line with discussion held with the 

petroleum ministry, Mr. Bhat wrote. 

Mahindra's senior principal engineer of fluids technology, R. Ramaprabhu, said in emails that organic chloride is the 

contaminant responsible for the very rapid vehicle failures the industry is seeing and can spoil engines within 200 km. 

Majority cases reported immediately after fuelling ... is due to organic chloride, he wrote, adding that Mahindra has strong 

evidences of fuel sample data from retail outlets. 
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