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Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi has reached the final leg of his three-nation tour, which included stops in Nigeria 

and Brazil. 

Now in Guyana, Modi's outreach to the countries of the Global South continues. 

The visit to Guyana is particularly significant, given its newfound oil reserves and its sizeable Indian-origin diaspora, 

which have piqued India's interest. 

However, the trip is not solely to India's advantage; a wide range of issues are being discussed between the two nations, 

including energy, trade, and regional security. Both sides are acutely aware of the visit's significance, underscored by the 

Guyanese government conferring its highest civilian award on Modi and welcoming him with a guard of honour. This also 

marks the first visit by an Indian Prime Minister to Guyana in more than 56 years. 

Guyana is poised to become one of the world's major oil-producing nations. Its neighbour, Suriname, is also on the brink 

of its own revolution in natural oil and gas production. For India, what better region to secure a positive energy supply 

chain than one that is home to one of the largest Indian diasporas? 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi's visit to Guyana marks the latest in a series of high-level engagements between the two 

nations. Last year, Guyana's President, Mohamed Irfaan Ali, was the chief guest at the Pravasi Bharatiya Divas and was 

awarded the Pravasi Bharatiya Samman, the highest honour for persons of Indian origin. 

Energy security has been at the top of the agenda, with both parties expected to sign several energy and defence 

agreements. India is also drawing on Guyana's unique history; nearly 40 per cent of the nation's population is of Indian 

origin, including President Irfaan Ali, whose ancestors were transported by the British to the Caribbean as indentured 

labourers in the 19th century. 

Modi will also meet other leaders from the Caribbean Community (Caricom), an intergovernmental organisation 

comprising 15 Caribbean nations, including Guyana, at a Caricom-India Summit on Thursday. The summit will be co-

chaired by Modi and Grenada's Prime Minister, Dickon Mitchell. 

According to Caricom, the meeting is expected to "further solidify bilateral cooperation between Caricom and India in 

energy and infrastructure, agriculture and food security, health and pharmaceuticals, and technology and innovation." 

Keeping China At Bay 

Apart from energy security and infrastructure build-up, one of India's major geopolitical challengers, China, has also been 

vying for influence in the region. China's growing presence in Guyana has become a major concern for India in the region. 

Beijing has been strengthening its military, economic, and infrastructure ties with the tiny island nation. 

Guyana now holds significant importance due to its vast oil reserves and strategic location. However, as China deepens 

its influence, India finds itself in a tougher race to build partnerships in the region. This competition has far-reaching 

effects on regional stability and the balance of power. 

Chinese companies have led major projects like the Arthur Chung Conference Centre, the Cheddi Jagan International 

Airport expansion and the East Bank Demerara Highway. 

Guyana's rapid economic rise, fuelled by its vast oil reserves, makes it a valuable partner for India, especially in the 

energy sector. With Guyana set to become one of the world's top oil producers by the end of the decade, India is eager 

to secure its share in this booming industry. Companies like the Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) are already 

exploring opportunities in Guyana's oil and gas fields. 

Beyond energy, Guyana's strategic location offers India a chance to strengthen its presence in the Caribbean-traditionally 

dominated by the US and Western powers. As Guyana invests in large-scale infrastructure projects, India can contribute 

through its expertise in technology, renewable energy and defence cooperation. In the first half of November, Brigadier 
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Omar Khan, Chief of Defence Staff of the Guyana Defence Force was on a five-day tour to India to enhance defence 

cooperation between the two countries. Earlier this year, India delivered two Dornier-228 aircraft to Guyana. 

India and Guyana share a unique bond. Almost 40 per cent of Guyana's population boasts Indian heritage, descendants 

of indentured labourers who arrived in the 19th century. The Indian diaspora has profoundly shaped Guyanese society, 

contributing significantly to its economy and culture, and creating a natural bridge between the two nations. PM Modi's 

meeting with members of this community, acknowledging their achievements and contributions, has reinforced this 

connection. He even took to X (formerly Twitter), sharing images and highlighting the unwavering link between the 

diaspora and their ancestral homeland. 

However, it is not just Guyana; the rest of the Caribbean is also filled with the Indian diaspora. Indo-Caribbean people 

comprise the largest ethnic group in Guyana, Trinidad and Tobago, and Suriname. They are the second largest group in 

Jamaica, Grenada, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Saint Lucia, Martinique, and Guadeloupe. 

This increases the significance and impact of an Indian Prime Minister visiting the region even more. Additionally, 

Barbados and the Dominican Republic are also conferring their highest civilian honours on PM Modi. 

The visit cements a growing partnership, fuelled by shared history, a vibrant diaspora, and a mutual desire to boost each 

other on the world stage. While China is lurking in the background, India is making its presence known, showing its 

seriousness about investing in the region and building long-term relationships. From energy deals to defence pacts, this 

trip is a clear signal: India is playing a long game in the Caribbean, and Guyana's a key player. It's a smart move, tapping 

into a region with huge potential and strengthening ties with a nation that's on the cusp of becoming a major global player. 

This is a win-win for both countries and a sign of India's growing influence on the world stage. 
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New Delhi, Nov. 20 -- All aspects of offshore security were reviewed on Tuesday during the 136th meeting of the Offshore 

Security Coordination Committee (OSCC)in Hyderabad, Indian Coast Guard(ICG)said here. 

Giving details, officials said ICG chief S Paramesh chaired the meeting which took stock of the preparedness and 

effectiveness of the security of India's offshore 

installations. The meeting was attended by members and participants from concerned ministries and agencies including 

Indian Coast Guard, Indian Navy, IAF, ONGC, DGH, and DG Shipping. 

Addressing the committee, the ICG chief underlined the importance of energy security, and thus insisted on taking all 

possible measures to ensure security of the offshore assets. 
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Ritco partners with producers across the country such as IOCL, Reliance, Hindustan Mittal, GAIL, ONGC, BCPL, and 

MRPL. 
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BAKU: Baku: Making intervention during discussion on the latest draft texts at COP29, India on Thursday made it clear 

that the goal for mobilisation of climate finance “needs to be $1.3 trillion with $600 billion of this coming through grants 

and grants equivalent resources”. It said the country cannot accept any attempts to deflect the focus from finance. 

Articulating India’s stand, the country’s environment secretary Leena Nandan said, “The New Collective Quantified 

Goal (NCQG) is the financial support from developed to developing countries on grant and concessional terms for 

meeting our ambitious nationally determined contributions (NDCs)…Action will get severely impacted in the absence of 

adequate means of implementation. 

The document therefore needs to be specific on the structure, quantum, quality, timeframe, access, transparency, and 

review.” 

Referring to the text on the post-2025 finance goal, she emphasised that the expansion of the contributor base, 

reflection of conditional elements such as macroeconomic and fiscal measures, suggestion for carbon pricing, focus on 

private sector actors for scaling up resource flows as investments are contrary to the mandate for the goal. 

“NCQG is not an investment goal… 

We must accept that climate actions by developing countries will have to be country driven, in line with their 

circumstances and in the manner best suited to country priorities,” said Nandan. 

She also underlined that the COP29 started with focus on enablement through NCQG, but its focus is now shifting to 

mitigation. 

“We cannot accept any attempts to deflect the focus again from finance to repeated emphasis on mitigation. All 

countries have submitted their NDCs and will be submitting the next round of NDCs being informed by the various 

decisions we have taken together in the past as well as on the basis of our national circumstances and in the context of 

sustainable development goals and poverty eradication,” said Nandan. 
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BAKU: Twenty-five countries at the COP29 climate summit Wednesday pledged not to build any new unabated coal-

power plants, in a push to accelerate the phaseout of the highly polluting fossil fuel. 

The United Kingdom, Canada, France, Germany and major coal producer Australia were among the list of mainly 

wealthy developed economies to sign the voluntary pledge in Azerbaijan. 

It commits nations to submit national climate plans early next year that reflect no new unabated coal in their energy 

systems. 

Unabated refers to coal burned without any measures to reduce its emissions, such as carbon capture and storage, 

technologies criticised as unproven at a large scale. 

The pledge does not compel nations to stop mining or exporting coal, which produces more planet-heating carbon 

emissions than oil and gas, and is a major driver of climate change. 

Many of the world's biggest coal-power generators -- including China, India and the United States -- did not sign the 

"call to action" launched in Baku. 

EU climate envoy Wopke Hoekstra, who signed the initiative, said coal power was still growing despite a historic 

commitment made at last year's COP to use less fossil fuels for energy. 

"The commitment to 'transition away from fossil fuels' needs to turn into real steps on the ground," Hoekstra said. 

Britain recently became the first of the Group of Seven industrial nations to end all reliance on coal in its power 

generation. 

UK Energy Secretary Ed Miliband said that coal "poses one of the biggest threats" to capping global warming at levels 

scientists say would prevent the worst consequences of climate change. 

This pledge "sends a clear signal from countries around the world that new coal needs to end" by the next COP summit 

in Brazil, he added. 

The inclusion of Australia, a major coal user and exporter, was welcomed by activists at COP29 where raising money 

for poorer countries has been a bigger priority than efforts to cut heat-trapping emissions. 

"This has closed the door on coal. Now we need to lock it," Erin Ryan from Climate Action Network Australia told AFP 

in Baku. 

"It's beyond time that we left it in the past, both in our energy systems and our export markets." 

Developing countries including Angola, Uganda and Ethiopia were also among the countries to sign the pledge, which 

was developed in collaboration with the Powering Past Coal Alliance. 
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