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ONGC appoints Sunil Kumar as chairman for a tenure up to three years 

https://businessupturn.com/business/ongc-appoints-sunil-kumar-as-chairman-for-a-tenure-up-to-three-years/ 

  
By  Kinjal  The Oil & Natural Gas Corporation Limited (ONGC) has announced the appointment of Shri Sunil Kumar as 

the new Chairman, following approval from the Appointments Committee of the Cabinet (ACC). This significant 

leadership change was conveyed by the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas (MoP&NG), Government of India, in a 

letter dated 22 October 2026.  Sunil Kumar, who is the Executive Director within ONGC, is set to assume the position 

of Chairman on or after 7 December 2026. His appointment comes at a time when the company is aiming to navigate 

through various strategic and operational challenges in the energy sector.  The tenure of Shri Sunil Kumar as Chairman 

extends until his superannuation on 31 December 2028. However, the appointment also includes a provision for an 

extension on a contract basis, making his combined tenure last up to three years, or until further orders, whichever is 

earlier.  This leadership transition aligns with ONGC's commitment to enhance its operational capabilities and maintain 

its status as one of India's most influential energy corporations. As the new Chairman, Sunil Kumar is anticipated to 

play a crucial role in steering the state-run oil and gas major through future market dynamics and ensuring its continued 

prominence in the industry.  ONGC, headquartered in New Delhi, is a leading corporation in the energy sector, 

contributing significantly to India's hydrocarbon requirements. The appointment of the new Chairman is part of the 

company's ongoing strategy to strengthen its leadership framework and confront emerging challenges in the fast-

evolving energy landscape.  Shri Sunil Kumar's tenure as Executive Director has been marked by noteworthy 

contributions to the company's performance, earning him recognition within the organisation and setting the stage for 

his new executive responsibilities.  This announcement was made in compliance with Regulation 30 of the SEBI 

(Listing Obligations and Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2015, ensuring transparency and timely disclosure of 

material events to shareholders and stakeholders.  Disclaimer: This article is based on a regulatory filing submitted to 

the National Stock Exchange of India (NSE).  Never miss an update 
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GRSE Signs Four-Vessel Contract with ONGC 

https://www.constructionworld.in/energy-infrastructure/oil-and-gas/grse-signs-four-vessel-contract-with-ongc/99199 

  
Garden Reach Shipbuilders & Engineers (GRSE) has signed a contract with Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) 

to construct four Hybrid Platform Supply Vessels (PSVs). The agreement follows the Notification of Award issued to 

GRSE on 30 July 2026 and expands the shipbuilder's presence in the specialised offshore support vessel segment. 

The contract was signed by Cdr Shantanu Bose, IN (Retd), Director (Shipbuilding) at GRSE, and Ratnesh Kumar, 

Executive Director (Strategy) at ONGC. Satyen Kumar, Director (Technical) at ONGC, Bhaskar Chowdary Nettem, 

Director (Production) at ONGC, and senior officials from both organisations attended the signing ceremony.  The 

vessels will support ONGC's offshore exploration and production activities. The project also strengthens GRSE's 

commercial shipbuilding portfolio and extends its capabilities in offshore logistics and support vessels for India's energy 

sector.  Each vessel will have an overall length of approximately 80 metres, a beam of 20 metres and a deadweight 

capacity of 3,000 t. The design includes a clear deck area of around 650 square metres and an endurance of 45+3 

days. The vessels will be designed and built in accordance with the rules of the Indian Register of Shipping (IRS).  A 

key feature will be an advanced hybrid propulsion architecture consisting of electrically driven azimuth thrusters and a 

Lithium-Ion Battery Energy Storage System (BESS). The BESS will assist with peak-load management, spinning 

reserve, dynamic positioning operations and emergency response functions. The configuration is intended to improve 

operational efficiency and lower the environmental impact of vessel operations.  The contract marks a further step in 

GRSE's diversification beyond defence shipbuilding. It also enables the company to apply its shipbuilding expertise to 

commercial maritime requirements and the offshore energy sector while supporting the operational infrastructure of a 

major national exploration and production company. 
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Sunil Kumar appointed as ONGC's new chairman: All you need to know about Arun Singh's 

successor 

https://www.msn.com/en-in/news/other/sunil-kumar-appointed-as-ongc-s-new-chairman-all-you-need-to-know-about-arun-

singh-s-successor/ar-AA2fOy3P 

  
Amid challenges in boosting domestic output and navigating volatile global energy markets, the government has 

appointed Sunil Kumar as ONGC chairman, succeeding Arun Kumar Singh. Following the approval from the 

appointment committee of the cabinet headed by Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Kumar will assume the office on Dec7.  

Kumar's appointment comes at a time when the country's largest oil and gas producer, is facing the challenge of 

considerable decrease in the output from the ageing fields. Besides, expanding explanation and strengthening 

domestic energy supplies amid volatility in global energy markets.  Three-Year Tenure  According to the government's 

appointment order, Kumar's tenure will run for three years from December 7, 2026, including a contractual period 

beyond the age of 60. He is due to retire on December 31, 2028, with the appointment terms providing for a contractual 

extension, subject to the prescribed tenure conditions or further government orders.  Kumar was selected following a 

multi-stage recruitment process that considered both ONGC executives and external candidates.  Of the 19 applicants, 

five advanced to the next stage after the initial round of interviews. The selection panel was headed by Public 

Enterprises Selection Board Chairperson Mallika Srinivasan.  First Executive Director To Become ONGC Chairman  

Kumar's elevation is significant because he is the first ONGC executive to rise directly from the executive director rank 

to the company's top post. Previous chairmen have generally held board-level positions before taking charge.  He 

currently serves as executive director and asset manager of ONGC's Mehsana Asset in Gujarat, a responsibility he 

assumed in January 2025.  Similar direct elevations have taken place at other public sector energy companies, 

including Indian Oil Corporation and GAIL, but Kumar's appointment marks a first for ONGC.  Three Decades Of 

Experience  Kumar, 58, joined ONGC in 1991 as an assistant executive engineer in the Sivasagar-Nazira region of 

Assam. A petroleum engineering graduate of the Indian School of Mines, Dhanbad, he also holds a postgraduate 

qualification in management from the Management Development Institute, Gurgaon. Over more than three decades, he 

has worked across production, offshore operations and well services, with assignments in Mumbai, Delhi, Hazira and 

Kakinada.  His experience also includes major offshore developments, including the KG-DWN-98/2 Cluster II project in 

the Krishna-Godavari basin.  Challenges Ahead For ONGC  Kumar takes charge as ONGC works to improve 

production from its mature oilfields and unlock new reserves through exploration and offshore investments. Under 

Singh, who became chairman in December 2022, the company reported healthy profits and paid substantial dividends 

to shareholders, including the government.  Singh also pursued measures to improve output from ageing fields, 

including bringing in BP as a technical service provider for Mumbai High and other western offshore assets. ONGC's 

efforts to improve returns from its petrochemicals business and expand into international oil trading and domestic gas 

marketing also remain important priorities.  Kumar will be tasked with reversing production declines, strengthening 

ONGC's operational performance and advancing India's push to curb its reliance on imported crude oil and natural gas. 
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Govt Clears ED Shri Sunil Kumar as Chairman, ONGC for Three-Year Tenure 

https://newsmantra.in/sunil-kumar-appointed-ongc-chairman-three-year-tenure/ 

  
NEW DELHI. The Government of India has approved the appointment of Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) 

Executive Director Shri Sunil Kumar as the company's new Chairman, settling the leadership succession ahead of the 

conclusion of incumbent Chairman Arun Kumar Singh's extended tenure on December 6, 2026. Taking effect on or 

after December 7, 2026, Shri Kumar will serve until his superannuation on December 31, 2028, and subsequently on a 

contractual basis to complete a combined tenure of three years or until further orders, whichever is earlier. Having 

assumed charge as Executive Director and Asset Manager of ONGC's Mehsana Asset on January 8, 2025, and later 

joining the Board as a Nominee Director on January 24, 2025, Shri Kumar becomes the first executive elevated directly 

from the rank of Executive Director to lead the energy major. 
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ONGC ED Sanjay Kumar Singh Superannuates After 38 Years – From Offshore Rig Mover to Chief 

Procurement Officer 

https://www.psuconnect.in/psu-news/ongc-ed-cpo-sanjay-kumar-singh-superannuates-after-38-years 

  
ONGC celebrates superannuation of ED & Chief Procurement Officer Sanjay Kumar Singh. Joined in 1988, served 

across offshore, drilling & procurement roles.  New Delhi, October 23, 2026: ONGC Limited is celebrating the 

superannuation of Shri Sanjay Kumar Singh, Executive Director & Chief Procurement Officer, marking the culmination 

of a nearly four-decade career dedicated to engineering excellence and India's energy security.  A Mechanical 

Engineer, Shri Singh joined ONGC in 1988. His career spanned key locations including Dehradun, Mumbai, Silchar, 

Delhi and Mehsana, covering offshore operations, drilling services, engineering, project management and strategic 

procurement.  Follow PSU Connect:  WhatsApp  Career Highlights  Began in Mumbai Offshore as Barge Engineer and 

Rig Mover on the rig Sagar Kiran  Handled complex offshore rig movements, major repairs, dry docking, certification 

and procurement.  Led maintenance operations for Rig E-1400-XII and Drilling Services in Silchar, Assam.  Progressed 

through technical services, engineering project management and tendering roles in Delhi.  Served as Head  

Engineering Services at Mehsana Asset.  Returned to Mumbai as Chief Engineering Services  Offshore before taking 

charge as Executive Director & Chief Procurement Officer.  ONGC acknowledged his deep technical expertise, 

operational insight and leadership that contributed significantly to the Company's operational readiness and 

procurement excellence over nearly 40 years.  The organisation extended its best wishes to Shri Sanjay Kumar Singh 

on his superannuation.  Follow PSU Connect:  LinkedIn 
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New chairman named at India's ONGC 

https://www.upstreamonline.com/people/new-chairman-named-at-indias-ongc/2-1-2063057 

  
The Indian government has named Sunil Kumar as the new chairman of Indias Oil and Natural Gas Corporation 

(ONGC), bringing an end to the long-running succession process at the state-run energy giant. 

Published 22 October 2026, 23:29Updated 23 October 2026, 05:01 

 

https://www.upstreamonline.com/people/new-chairman-named-at-indias-ongc/2-1-2063057

