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ONGC to continue drilling after gas discovery in Mahanadi basin; India to retain 20% ethanol 

blending: Hardeep Puri 

https://www.aninews.in/news/business/ongc-to-continue-drilling-after-gas-discovery-in-mahanadi-basin-india-to-retain-20-

ethanol-blending-hardeep-puri20260924211824 

  
New Delhi [India, September 24 (ANI): Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) will continue drilling more wells 

following its gas discovery in the Mahanadi basin under the Samudra Manthan initiative, Union Minister of Petroleum 

and Natural Gas Hardeep Singh Puri said on Thursday, adding that India would maintain ethanol blending at 20 per 

cent while working to reduce green hydrogen costs. Speaking to the media on the sidelines of the 13th Annual Forum 

2026: India 3.0  Engaging for Growth in a Disrupted World, Puri said the government was pursuing multiple avenues to 

reduce India's dependence on imported fossil fuels, including domestic oil and gas exploration, biofuels and green 

hydrogen. Referring to ONGC's gas discovery and plans for further exploration, the minister said, "This is the 

beginning, this is the beginning. We are going to be digging more and more wells." He said offshore exploration was a 

costly process and that drilling would continue in areas considered commercially viable. "We are going to be digging 

more and more wells. So whenever you get a area which is most viable in terms of because you know it's a it's a costly 

process. But I'm very hopeful, and it's looking very good," Puri said. The minister also referred to the government's 

wider offshore exploration programme, saying the Samudra Manthan initiative would enable the drilling of 150 wells 

over three years. The Union Cabinet had approved the Samudra Manthan National Offshore Exploration Scheme in 

July 2026, with an outlay of Rs 84,084 crore for implementation up to FY 2030-31.   On biofuels, Puri said India would 

maintain ethanol blending in petrol at 20 per cent as part of its strategy to reduce dependence on imported crude oil. 

"So that will remain at 20%," he said, referring to the country's ethanol blending level. India achieved its 20 per cent 

ethanol blending target in 2025, five years ahead of the original 2030 deadline. The government had earlier clarified 

that no decision had been taken to increase nationwide ethanol blending beyond 20 per cent. Speaking about green 

hydrogen, Puri said reducing production costs would be important for expanding its use across different sectors of the 

economy. Green hydrogen , as I mentioned, we have to bring the cost of green hydrogen down," he said. He 

highlighted the use of hydrogen in refineries and the railways' efforts to develop hydrogen-powered trains, adding that 

the fuel could find applications in other sectors as well. "So green hydrogen is the fuel of the future," Puri said. The 

minister emphasised that India needed to pursue domestic exploration, biofuels and green hydrogen simultaneously to 

reduce its dependence on imported fossil fuels. (ANI) 
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retain-20-ethanol-blending-hardeep-puri 

  
New Delhi [India, September 24 (ANI): Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) will continue drilling more wells 

following its gas discovery in the Mahanadi basin under the Samudra Manthan initiative, Union Minister of Petroleum 

and Natural Gas Hardeep Singh Puri said on Thursday, adding that India would maintain ethanol blending at 20 per 

cent while working to reduce green hydrogen costs.  Speaking to the media on the sidelines of the 13th Annual Forum 

2026: India 3.0 - Engaging for Growth in a Disrupted World, Puri said the government was pursuing multiple avenues to 

reduce India's dependence on imported fossil fuels, including domestic oil and gas exploration, biofuels and green 

hydrogen.  Referring to ONGC's gas discovery and plans for further exploration, the minister said, 'This is the 

beginning, this is the beginning. We are going to be digging more and more wells.'  He said offshore exploration was a 

costly process and that drilling would continue in areas considered commercially viable.  'We are going to be digging 

more and more wells. So whenever you get a area which is most viable in terms of because you know it's a it's a costly 

process. But I'm very hopeful, and it's looking very good,' Puri said.  The minister also referred to the government's 

wider offshore exploration programme, saying the Samudra Manthan initiative would enable the drilling of 150 wells 

over three years.  The Union Cabinet had approved the Samudra Manthan National Offshore Exploration Scheme in 

July 2026, with an outlay of Rs 84,084 crore for implementation up to FY 2030-31.  On biofuels, Puri said India would 

maintain ethanol blending in petrol at 20 per cent as part of its strategy to reduce dependence on imported crude oil.  

'So that will remain at 20%,' he said, referring to the country's ethanol blending level.  India achieved its 20 per cent 

ethanol blending target in 2025, five years ahead of the original 2030 deadline. The government had earlier clarified 

that no decision had been taken to increase nationwide ethanol blending beyond 20 per cent.  Speaking about green 

hydrogen, Puri said reducing production costs would be important for expanding its use across different sectors of the 

economy.  'Green hydrogen, as I mentioned, we have to bring the cost of green hydrogen down,' he said.  He 

highlighted the use of hydrogen in refineries and the railways' efforts to develop hydrogen-powered trains, adding that 

the fuel could find applications in other sectors as well.  'So green hydrogen is the fuel of the future,' Puri said.  The 

minister emphasised that India needed to pursue domestic exploration, biofuels and green hydrogen simultaneously to 

reduce its dependence on imported fossil fuels. (ANI) 
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https://www.constructionworld.in/energy-infrastructure/oil-and-gas/ongc-ashoknagar-oilfield-begins-commercial-crude-

production/97679 

  
Commercial crude oil production has begun at the Baigachi oilfield in Ashoknagar, North 24-Parganas, operated by Oil 

and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC). The first shipment, comprising 1,200 litres of crude oil, was transported by 

tanker to Haldia on Sunday, marking a significant step in the development of the field. West Bengal BJP president and 

Rajya Sabha member Samik Bhattacharya inspected the oil extraction project and said its operations would attract 

investment and create employment opportunities. He said the project's socio-economic impact would extend beyond 

Ashoknagar and benefit the wider state once production became fully operational.  Bhattacharya said he had pursued 

the project for four years by raising the issue in Parliament and following it up with the Petroleum Ministry and ONGC. 

During his visit, he told officials that there would be no political interference in the management or operations of the 

oilfield, and that elected representatives and political workers should not intervene in its functioning.  He also alleged 

that the previous state government had delayed the project. Referring to the Petroleum Mining Lease (PML) required 

for extraction, Bhattacharya said the Petroleum Minister had informed him that 19 letters were sent to successive West 

Bengal Chief Ministers without receiving a response. According to him, the Centre has invested Rs. 11 bn in 

Ashoknagar so far.  The BJP leader said the project could generate substantial employment and support economic 

activity in the region. He added that he had raised the Ashoknagar issue during parliamentary sessions through Zero 

Hour, special mentions and debates, and had maintained regular contact with the Petroleum Ministry regarding its 

progress. 
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ONGC to drill more wells after Mahanadi gas find: Hardeep Singh Puri 

https://khelja.in/ongc-to-drill-more-wells-after-mahanadi-gas-find-hardeep-singh-puri/ 

  
Union Minister Hardeep Singh Puri said ONGC will drill more wells after its Mahanadi basin gas discovery. He added 

that India will maintain 20% ethanol blending and work to reduce green hydrogen costs to cut dependence on imported 

fossil fuels.  Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) will continue drilling more wells following its gas discovery in the 

Mahanadi basin under the Samudra Manthan initiative, Union Minister of Petroleum and Natural Gas Hardeep Singh 

Puri said on Thursday, adding that India would maintain ethanol blending at 20 per cent while working to reduce green 

hydrogen costs.  Speaking to the media on the sidelines of the 13th Annual Forum 2026: India 3.0  Engaging for 

Growth in a Disrupted World, Puri said the government was pursuing multiple avenues to reduce India's dependence 

on imported fossil fuels, including domestic oil and gas exploration, biofuels and green hydrogen.  Mahanadi Gas 

Discovery and Exploration Push  Referring to ONGC's gas discovery and plans for further exploration, the minister said, 

This is the beginning, this is the beginning. We are going to be digging more and more wells. He said offshore 

exploration was a costly process and that drilling would continue in areas considered commercially viable.  We are 

going to be digging more and more wells. So whenever you get a area which is most viable in terms of because you 

know it's a it's a costly process. But I'm very hopeful, and it's looking very good, Puri said.  The minister also referred to 

the government's wider offshore exploration programme, saying the Samudra Manthan initiative would enable the 

drilling of 150 wells over three years.  The Union Cabinet had approved the Samudra Manthan National Offshore 

Exploration Scheme in July 2026, with an outlay of Rs 84,084 crore for implementation up to FY 2030-31.  Ethanol 

Blending Strategy  On biofuels, Puri said India would maintain ethanol blending in petrol at 20 per cent as part of its 

strategy to reduce dependence on imported crude oil.  So that will remain at 20%, he said, referring to the country's 

ethanol blending level. India achieved its 20 per cent ethanol blending target in 2025, five years ahead of the original 

2030 deadline. The government had earlier clarified that no decision had been taken to increase nationwide ethanol 

blending beyond 20 per cent.  Green Hydrogen: The Fuel of the Future  Speaking about green hydrogen, Puri said 

reducing production costs would be important for expanding its use across different sectors of the economy. Green 

hydrogen, as I mentioned, we have to bring the cost of green hydrogen down, he said.  He highlighted the use of 

hydrogen in refineries and the railways' efforts to develop hydrogen-powered trains, adding that the fuel could find 

applications in other sectors as well. So green hydrogen is the fuel of the future, Puri said.  The minister emphasised 

that India needed to pursue domestic exploration, biofuels and green hydrogen simultaneously to reduce its 

dependence on imported fossil fuels. (ANI)  (Except for the headline, this story has not been edited by Asianetnews 

Editorial staff and is published from a syndicated feed.) 
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Asianet News Central  Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) will continue drilling more wells following its gas 

discovery in the Mahanadi basin under the Samudra Manthan initiative, Union Minister of Petroleum and Natural Gas 

Hardeep Singh Puri said on Thursday, adding that India would maintain ethanol blending at 20 per cent while working 

to reduce green hydrogen costs.  Speaking to the media on the sidelines of the 13th Annual Forum 2026: India 3.0  

Engaging for Growth in a Disrupted World, Puri said the government was pursuing multiple avenues to reduce India's 

dependence on imported fossil fuels, including domestic oil and gas exploration, biofuels and green hydrogen.  

Mahanadi Gas Discovery and Exploration Push  Referring to ONGC's gas discovery and plans for further exploration, 

the minister said, "This is the beginning, this is the beginning. We are going to be digging more and more wells." He 

said offshore exploration was a costly process and that drilling would continue in areas considered commercially viable.  

"We are going to be digging more and more wells. So whenever you get a area which is most viable in terms of 

because you know it's a it's a costly process. But I'm very hopeful, and it's looking very good," Puri said.  The minister 

also referred to the government's wider offshore exploration programme, saying the Samudra Manthan initiative would 

enable the drilling of 150 wells over three years.  The Union Cabinet had approved the Samudra Manthan National 

Offshore Exploration Scheme in July 2026, with an outlay of Rs 84,084 crore for implementation up to FY 2030-31.  

Ethanol Blending Strategy  On biofuels, Puri said India would maintain ethanol blending in petrol at 20 per cent as part 

of its strategy to reduce dependence on imported crude oil.  "So that will remain at 20%," he said, referring to the 

country's ethanol blending level. India achieved its 20 per cent ethanol blending target in 2025, five years ahead of the 

original 2030 deadline. The government had earlier clarified that no decision had been taken to increase nationwide 

ethanol blending beyond 20 per cent.  Green Hydrogen: The Fuel of the Future  Speaking about green hydrogen, Puri 

said reducing production costs would be important for expanding its use across different sectors of the economy. 

"Green hydrogen, as I mentioned, we have to bring the cost of green hydrogen down," he said.  He highlighted the use 

of hydrogen in refineries and the railways' efforts to develop hydrogen-powered trains, adding that the fuel could find 

applications in other sectors as well. "So green hydrogen is the fuel of the future," Puri said.  The minister emphasised 

that India needed to pursue domestic exploration, biofuels and green hydrogen simultaneously to reduce its 

dependence on imported fossil fuels. (ANI) (Except for the headline, this story has not been edited by Asianetnews 

Editorial staff and is published from a syndicated feed.) 
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https://www.msn.com/en-in/money/economy/40-kms-off-odisha-coast-ongc-s-mahadin-well-struck-gas-what-s-the-road-

ahead/vi-AA2cT6Gk 

  
Hello and welcome. You are watching Business Today. We are joining, being joined here by Mr. O.P. Sinha, Director of 

Exploration at ONGC. Mahanadi Basin has struck gas and it is the need of the hour for India to have its own domestic 

oil and gas production as well. The Chairman has said that ONGC is transitioning towards a gas and oil sort of, you 

know, endeavor going forward from here for NGC than just an just a oil and gas company. So gas has been struck at 

this particular basin. Talk to us of the volumes. What can you say about the prospects of gas from this particular 

exploration? In Mahanadi basin, if I talk about the recent discovery, yeah, definitely it's a gas discovery. Mahanadi 

basin has been known for gas potential so far. Although it will be too premature to conclude that it's a gas basin only, 

but so far we have successfully discovered earlier also and in the recent campaign or current campaign which is 

ongoing, this find has boosted the prospectivity of gas find from Mahanadi basin. Now coming to gas and oil, you see 

ONGC's endeavor is finding oil and gas in all frontier areas. We are venturing into, we have already successfully 

commenced production from KG Offshore. We drilled our campaign in Andaman and this Mahanadi campaign has 

been the recent one. And here, this well, which was spudded by our honorable Petroleum Minister, Puri It has been 

successfully drilled and tested and very encouraging result I am happy to share that it is flowing with good amount of 

rates and good amount of pressure. We have plans to follow it up with more drilling in this area and then only the input 

about the volumes will be formed up. And I must say that we are in a consolidation phase. And with more activity, more 

wells, we will be in a position to give some numbers on volume. But as of now, this is a very, very positive find, I will 

say, for ONGC as well as for our. So just to get a sense, on an average, any particular well which is being explored or 

developed in that particular phase, once you know it has hit gas or it has hit crude, What is the average in this particular 

Mahanadi basin? What is the average sort of volume that you may expect or you have seen previously as well? You 

see, this is a this is a exploration in frontier areas. It's not like Western offshore where we have drilled so many wells 

and we have a lot many inputs or information available for estimating volumes or subsurface parameters. Here we are 

venturing in a new area. So every well, every new data, it helps us consolidate the plans which will be formed up in due 

course of time. So this well is producing close to 2.5 lakhs or 0.25 million cubic meter per day of gas. The good thing is 

that the reservoir pressures are good. So we hope that this well will be able to give consistent performance in the times 

to come. This is about this well, but this is not end of the story. We have to take this program forward by drilling more 

wells, appraising the area, delineating the area and then come out with plan how to produce with how many wells. 

Those things will come up later. But at this stage, I must say that this is a very, very, very, very promising find. But there 

is a separate capex that ONGC has also deployed, right? That is what I was referring to. Yes, yes. But when you 13, 

14? Yeah, you see, as far as the capex of exploration, I will talk about exploration capex. ONGC has been spending 

roughly around 10,000 crores on exploration every year, 10,000 crores. It includes both drilling of export rivers, export 

rivers both in the frontier areas as well as in the PML areas. PML means you are exploring field growth opportunities 

and surveys, seismic surveys, non-seismic surveys. So entire exploration budget per annum it was around 10,000. 

Now with Samudra Manthan, we will be able to more aggressively drill more wells. And that is needed because you see 

the Indian sedimentary basins, especially in deep water, ultra deep water areas, the well density is relatively less than 

the other global basins. So with this, I think this is the very right time for the oil companies to go much aggressively in 

deeper areas, frontier areas, where we expect that big find will come. And the big find is the need of the hour for the, for 

ONGC, for country as well. Sure. The capex and government support has been deployed. 2030, 2031, there is a target 

that the company has set for themselves in terms of ENP and other projects as well. But so far, is everything on track 

as planned? And for the next year, both onshore and offshore, what other prospects are we looking at? You see, this 

Samudra Manthan campaign, I must clarify, this is exclusively for offshore. offshore deepwater exploration, but ONGC 

as a company, we will balance our portfolio and we will continue to do exploration in on-land exploratory areas as well 

as shallow water because onshore and shallow water exploratory wells are relatively easier to monetize, easier in the 

sense in a quick time frame. So we are having a balanced portfolio, both for the on-land, shallow water offshore and 

deep water also. We will be going more aggressively in deep waters with the help of some other. So what other regions 

are we looking at? The basins I must say Mahanadi should be priority one basin, but there are other basins like Krishna 

Godavari basin where we are already producing and we had a campaign in Andaman. So we have to see or study the 

results of the wells which we have drilled and then make the follow up program. The other relatively new basins are 

Kerala Konkan where we are still We have not succeeded in getting finds, but the exploration continues in Kerala, 

Konkan also and in the offshore Saurashtra also. There are both in the So as we head towards 2027, how many more 

regions would we have explored in terms of gas and oil for ONGC? You see, Mahanadi definitely is on rank number 

one and we will go in KG also. There is prospects we have already discovered in Kaveri also. We will be definitely 

https://www.msn.com/en-in/money/economy/40-kms-off-odisha-coast-ongc-s-mahadin-well-struck-gas-what-s-the-road-ahead/vi-AA2cT6Gk
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going for delineation of that. And once we get the positive volumes, the follow-up programs will follow. In 2026, India's 

domestic gas and oil contribution from ONGC, where does it stand at currently? So, uh, if, if I say, uh, ONGC 

contributes about, uh, around 75% of the, uh, total oil which is produced in the country, 75%, and, uh, gas, it will be 

around 55% of the domestic gas. But if I compare the, because India is the, I think, third largest consumer of oil and 

gas. So if I compare, if I say how much ONGC is contributing to India's consumption, the numbers will be around with 

our JV fields along with OVL also because OVL is our overseas arm, which is bringing the equity oil from overseas 

fields. So it will be around 11% to 12% of our consumption. And maybe around 30% of our gas consumption. Yeah. 

Right. Going ahead into- 30 or 33, I think, yeah. Talk to us a little bit about where our strategic reserves stand at this 

point and what work is going on in the background. I think, uh, presently we are having strategic reserves already 

about, uh, five and a half million tons of oil, and, uh, there are plans to increase or create new storage, uh, strategic 

reserves, uh, which ONGC is mandated to do, and, uh, work will start on that, but presently we have about five and a 

half, uh, million tons of oil strategic reserves available in the country. The work on gas storage for a strategic purpose 

will also start. Where will that standard? Those things are still to be chopped out. Yeah. Sure. So one final question. BP 

has been your longstanding technology partner. What other partnerships are you looking at to sort of accelerate India's 

ENP initiative going forward? Is there something ahead of 2027? when we start the new year, uh, that you may be, uh, 

looking at? Yeah. You see, in exploration, we are seeking, uh, collaborations or partnerships, uh, for the upcoming, uh, 

bid rounds, OLP bid rounds. And, uh, we are, uh, we are in talk with several IOCs in this regard. We are in talk with, uh, 

BP, uh Exxon, Shell, and things will materialize, I hope, soon. BP is already on board as a technical service provider in 

Mumbai High for enhancing the production from Bombay High being a mature field. So we are engaged BP as a 

technical service provider to increase production from that. And the next phase is other than Bombay High, covering 

entire Western Offshore. So this is the engagement with BP as of now. And we have already a block in the Saurashtra 

Offshore, where ONGC has partnered with BP for exploration. And in the upcoming round, we are having discussions 

with not only with BP but with other IOCs also and hope things will get better. What are the regions they have shown 

interest in working on? Mostly it's eastern offshore of country. Eastern offshore, no specific region so far. All right, thank 

you so much for speaking to us here on Business Today. Thank you, thank you If you like the video, do like, comment, 

share and subscribe. 
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New Delhi: Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) will continue drilling more wells following its gas discovery in the 

Mahanadi basin under the Samudra Manthan initiative, Union Minister of Petroleum and Natural Gas Hardeep Singh 

Puri said on Thursday, adding that India would maintain ethanol blending at 20 per cent while working to reduce green  

hydrogen costs.  Speaking to the media on the sidelines of the 13th Annual Forum 2026: India 3.0  Engaging for 

Growth in a Disrupted World, Puri said the government was pursuing multiple avenues to reduce India's dependence 

on imported fossil fuels, including domestic oil and gas exploration, biofuels and green hydrogen. 
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