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नई ड्िल्ली: सरकारी कंपनी ऑयल एंड नेचुरल गैस कॉरपोरेशन ( ONGC ) ने महानिी ऑफशोर बेड्सन में अपने पहले गहरे पानी वाले खोज कुएं 

(एक्सप्लोरेटरी वेल) की ड्डि ड्लंग 

शुरू की है। यह भारत के गहरे और बहुत गहरे पानी वाले हाइडि ोकाबबन संसाधनो ंका पता लगाने के बडे कैं पेन की शुरुआत है। 

कंपनी ने एक बयान में कहा ड्क ओएनजीसी ने सरकार के ‘समुद्र मंथन' ड्मशन के तहत MN-DW18-1-H-D नाम का एक्‍सप्‍लोरेटरी वेल (खोज 

कुआं) खोिना शुरू ड्कया है। 

कहां है कुआं? 

यह कुआं ओड्डशा तट के पास ‘कोणाकब ' खोज स्थल से लगभग 23 नॉड्टकल मील िूर खोिा जा रहा है। ONGC की हाड्लया ‘उत्कल' और 

‘कोणाकब ' खोजो ंको यह आगे बढाता है। इन‍होनें महानिी ऑफशोर बेड्सन में हाइडि ोकाबबन की संभावनाओ ंको मजबूत ड्कया है। 

यह ड्डि ड्लंग कैं पेन भारत के ऑफशोर (समुद्र में स्थस्थत) तेल और गैस भंडार की खोज में तेजी लाने की कोड्शश का ड्हस्सा है। ड्पछले साल 15 

अगस्त को स्वतंत्रता ड्िवस के अपने भाषण में प्रधानमंत्री नरेंद्र मोिी ने िेश की अब तक इसे्तमाल न की गई ऑफशोर हाइडि ोकाबबन क्षमता का 

फायिा उठाने का आह्वान ड्कया था। 

सरकार ने उठाया है यह किम 

इसी सोच के अनुरूप सरकार ने खोज के ड्लए पहले से प्रड्तबंड्धत लगभग िस लाख वगब ड्कमी के ऑफशोर इलाको ंको खोल ड्िया है। इससे 

‘ओपन एकरेज लाइसेंड्संग पॉड्लसी' (OALP) के अगले िौर में नए इलाको ं(एकरेज) की पेशकश का रास्ता साफ हो गया है। 

भारत के पूवी और पड्िमी ऑफशोर बेड्सन में 5,600 ड्मड्लयन टन ऑयल इड्िवेलेंट (MMTOE) से ज्‍यािा हाइडि ोकाबबन संसाधन होने का अनुमान 

है। ये 3,000 मीटर तक की गहराई तक फैले हैं। 

बयान के अनुसार, कावेरी, महानिी और अंडमान बेड्सन में हाड्लया खोज की सफलताओ ंने ऑफशोर खोज की संभावनाओ ंको और मजबूत 

ड्कया है। 

गहरे पानी में खोज के कायबक्रम को समथबन िेने के ड्लए ONGC ने इस साल जनवरी में मंुबई में अपना प्रमुख ‘डीपवाटर एक्सप्लोरेशन ड्मशन 

सेंटर', ‘DeepX' शुरू ड्कया। 

क्‍या है ड्डि ड्लंग का मकसि? 

कंपनी ने कहा ड्क ड्डि ड्लंग की शुरुआत भारत के सबसे चुनौतीपूणब गहरे पानी वाले खोज अड्भयानो ंमें से एक की शुरुआत है। इसका मकसि 

घरेलू तेल और गैस उत्पािन को बढाना, आयात पर ड्नभबरता कम करना और िेश की ऊजाब सुरक्षा को मजबूत करना है। 

बयान में कहा गया है, ‘ड्डि ड्लंग शुरू होने के साथ ही भारत के सबसे मुस्थिल डीपवॉटर एक्सप्लोरेशन अड्भयानो ंमें से एक की शुरुआत हो गई 

है। हर संभाड्वत के्षत्र के मूल्ांकन, कुएं की ड्डि ड्लंग और नई खोज से घरेलू उत्पािन बढाने, आयात पर ड्नभबरता कम करने और भारत की ऊजाब 

सुरक्षा और आत्मड्नभबरता को मजबूत करने में मिि ड्मलेगी।' 
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नई ड्िल्ली। पस्थिक सेक्टर की तेल और गैस कंपनी ओएनजीसी ने शड्नवार को ओड्डशा तट के पास महानिी अपतटीय बेड्सन में अपने पहले 

गहरे समुद्री खोजी कुएं की खुिाई 

शुरू कर िी है। इसे भारत में गहरे और बहुत गहरे समुद्री हाइडि ोकाबबन संसाधनो ंके िोहन के ड्लए एक महत्वाकांक्षी अड्भयान की शुरुआत माना 

जा रहा है। 

ऑयल एंड नेचुरल गैस कॉरपोरेशन (ONGC) ने एक बयान में कहा ड्क उसने सरकार के ‘समुद्र मंथन' ड्मशन के तहत MN-DW18-1-H-D 

नामक खोजी कुएं की ड्डि ड्लंग शुरू की है। ये कुआं ओड्डशा तट से िूर कोणाकब  खोज के्षत्र से लगभग 23 समुद्री मील की िूरी पर स्थस्थत है। हाल 

के उत्कल और कोणाकब  खोजो ंने महानिी अपतटीय बेड्सन में हाइडि ोकाबबन संभावनाओ ंको मजबूत ड्कया है और ये ड्डि ड्लंग अड्भयान उसी ड्िशा 

में आगे की कडी है। 

सरकारी कंपनी ने कहा ड्क ये पहल िेश के अपतटीय तेल और गैस भंडार की खोज को तेज करने की कोड्शशो ंका ड्हस्सा है। प्रधानमंत्री नरेंद्र 

मोिी ने 15 अगस्त, 2025 को अपने स्वतंत्रता ड्िवस संबोधन में िेश की अप्रयुक्त अपतटीय हाइडि ोकाबबन क्षमता के िोहन पर जोर ड्िया था। 

ड्जसके बाि सरकार ने करीब 10 लाख वगब ड्कलोमीटर अपतटीय के्षत्रो ंको गैस और तेल की खोज के ड्लए खोल ड्िया है, ड्जससे मुक्त के्षत्र लाइसेंस 

नीड्त (OALP) के आगामी चरणो ंमें नए िॉको ंकी पेशकश का रास्ता साफ हुआ है। 

ऐसा अनुमान है ड्क िेश के पूवी और पड्िमी अपतटीय बेड्सन में 560 करोड टन तेल समतुल् (MMTOE) से ज्यािा हाइडि ोकाबबन संसाधन मौजूि 

हैं। कावेरी, महानिी और अंडमान बेड्सन में हाल की खोजो ंने अपतटीय खोज की संभावनाओ ंको और मजबूत ड्कया है। कंपनी ने कहा, “ये 

ड्डि ड्लंग भारत के सबसे चुनौतीपूणब गहरे समुद्री खोज अड्भयानो ंमें से एक की शुरुआत है। प्रते्यक खोज और उत्पािन िेश में घरेलू आपूड्तब बढाने, 

आयात ड्नभबरता घटाने और ऊजाब सुरक्षा को मजबूत करने में योगिान िेगी।” बताते चलें ड्क ONGC ने अभी हाल ही में लद्दाख में िूसरे ‘ड्जयोथमबल' 

कुएं की खुिाई पूरी की थी। 
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The central government on Saturday announced the commencement of drilling of the first appraisal well in the Mahanadi 

offshore basin, calling it the beginning of a new chapter towards India's energy security. 

South Asians & Diaspora 

Union Minister of Petroleum and Natural Gas, Hardeep Singh Puri said that the commencement of drilling of this first 

appraisal well is the result of visionary reforms undertaken over the last decade, which have brought about a paradigm 

shift in India's exploration and production sector. 

The MN-DWN18-1-HD' appraisal well is the first of the four proposed deepwater wells commissioned in the Mahanadi 

Offshore Basin. Through these wells, one of the most promising offshore basins of the country will be assessed in a 

phased manner. 

According to the Petroleum Ministry, this drilling program will use world-class deepwater drilling technology, which will 

help in discovering new hydrocarbon resources and increasing the country's domestic production capacity. 

The Minister said that in the last ten years, the Government has transformed the entire structure of the Exploration and 

Production sector through landmark policy and regulatory reforms. 

Congratulating ONGC, Oil India Limited, Directorate General of Hydrocarbons, technical partners and all involved in the 

entire exploration sector, Hardeep Puri expressed confidence that the commencement of this drilling will further 

strengthen India's offshore exploration and will play an important role in achieving the country's long-term energy security 

and energy self-reliance. 

South Asians & Diaspora 

He said, Today as we start drilling this first well, we are not just drilling the seabed, but strengthening the foundation of 

India's future energy security. Every meter of drilling will take us closer to reducing import dependence, increasing self-

reliance and realizing the vision of a developed India. 

The Minister also mentioned key reforms like introduction of Hydrocarbon Exploration and Licensing Policy (HELP), 

introduction of Open Acreage Licensing Program (OALP) instead of nomination based system, adoption of transparent 

revenue sharing system and opening up of about 99 per cent of previously restricted offshore no-go' areas for exploration. 

Hardeep Puri said that about 81 percent of India's total active exploration acreage has been allocated since 2014, which 

reflects the increased confidence of investors and exploration companies due to these reforms. 

He said that under OALP, so far 172 exploration blocks spread over an area of about 3.8 lakh square kilometers have 

been allotted, in which investment commitments of more than $4.3 billion have been received. 

According to the Minister, during the financial year 2025-26 alone, about 674 wells were drilled, 5 new discoveries were 

made and commercial exploitation of 7 discoveries was started. 
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In a major push towards unlocking India's offshore hydrocarbon potential and reducing dependence on imported crude 

oil and natural gas, Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) has begun drilling its first deepwater exploratory well in the 

Mahanadi offshore basin off the Odisha coast. 

The exploratory well, named MN-DW18-1-H-D, is located around 23 nautical miles from ONGC's Konark discovery, 

marking the beginning of one of the country's most ambitious and technically challenging deepwater exploration 

campaigns. Union Petroleum and Natural Gas Minister Hardeep Singh Puri spudded the deepwater exploratory well from 

New Delhi on Saturday. 

The drilling assumes significance as India intensifies efforts to tap vast untapped deepwater and ultra-deepwater offshore 

reserves under the ambitious Samudra Manthan Campaign, following the Centre's decision to open nearly one million 

square kilometres of previously restricted offshore areas for oil and gas exploration under the Open Acreage Licensing 

Policy (OALP). 

According to ONGC, India's eastern and western offshore basins, extending to water depths of up to 3,000 metres, are 

estimated to hold more than 5,600 million tonnes of oil equivalent (MTOE) of hydrocarbon resources, making deepwater 

exploration the country's next major energy frontier. 

The Mahanadi offshore basin has emerged as one of the country's most promising exploration zones following ONGC's 

recent Utkal and Konark discoveries, which have significantly enhanced the basin's hydrocarbon prospectivity. The 

corporation said the latest drilling campaign could further improve understanding of the basin's geological potential and 

pave the way for future commercial production. 

"Every prospect evaluated, well drilled and discovery made will contribute towards enhancing domestic production, 

reducing import dependence and strengthening India's energy security and self-reliance," ONGC said in a statement. 

The corporation earlier this year established its flagship Deepwater Exploration Mission Centre (DeepX) in Mumbai to 

support such technologically demanding exploration programmes. Launched on January 5, DeepX serves as the 

company's dedicated hub for deepwater exploration by integrating advanced geoscientific interpretation, specialised 

technical expertise, data analytics, training and global collaborations under the "One Company, One Data" philosophy. 

The corporation said DeepX has been designed to strengthen India's capability to evaluate complex offshore prospects 

using state-of-the-art seismic interpretation and integrated subsurface analysis, thereby improving the success rate of 

deepwater exploration. 

The latest drilling campaign is also expected to complement the government's broader strategy of increasing domestic 

oil and gas production at a time when India continues to rely heavily on imports to meet its energy demand. Discoveries 

in deepwater basins could play a crucial role in diversifying India's energy sources while reducing exposure to global 

supply disruptions and price volatility. Industry experts said deepwater exploration involves substantial technological 

complexity and investment due to extreme water depths, high-pressure reservoirs and harsh operating conditions. 

However, successful discoveries can significantly boost long-term domestic hydrocarbon production. With the 

commencement of drilling in the Mahanadi offshore basin, Odisha assumes greater strategic importance in India's 

offshore energy landscape. The basin, stretching along the state's coastline, has increasingly attracted exploration 

interest following encouraging geological findings over the past few years. "The next frontier is deep waters. India is ready 

to explore it," ONGC said, underscoring the strategic importance of the mission in the country's quest for energy 

independence. 
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ONGC starts drilling first deepwater well in Mahanadi basin under Samudra Manthan mission 

https://easemyprep.in/news/3430-ongc-starts-drilling-first-deepwater-well-in-mahanadi-basin-under-samudra-mantha 

  
Practice PYQs on this topic  ? Summary  State-owned Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) on July 25, 2026 

commenced drilling its first deepwater exploratory well in the Mahanadi offshore basin 

The well, MN-DW18-1-H-D, was "spudded" (drilling commenced) under the government's Samudra Manthan mission 

It marks the start of an ambitious campaign to tap India's deep- and ultra-deepwater hydrocarbon resources 

Aim: raise domestic oil-and-gas output and cut India's heavy import dependence for energy 

? UPSC Relevance : GS3 (Indian Economy  energy/infrastructure, energy security); domestic exploration to reduce the 

import bill and advance self-reliance (Atmanirbhar Bharat) in hydrocarbons. 

? Prelims Facts 

ONGC = Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (a Maharatna PSU under the Ministry of Petroleum & Natural Gas) 

Well name: MN-DW18-1-H-D; located in the Mahanadi offshore (deepwater) basin, off the eastern (Bay of Bengal) coast 

  

https://easemyprep.in/news/3430-ongc-starts-drilling-first-deepwater-well-in-mahanadi-basin-under-samudra-mantha
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Oil and gas field service provider's revenue up 55%, EBITDA up 61% YoY 

https://htsyndication.com/the-sunday-guardian/article/oil-and-gas-field-service-provider-s-revenue-up-55percent%2C-

ebitda-up-61percent-yoy/102596971 

  
Deep Industries Ltd was established in 1991 and is today one of India's leading integrated oil and gas field service 

providers. 

The company has evolved from a gas compression service provider into a diversified energy services company offering 

drilling, rigs, gas compression, gas dehydration, production enhancement, integrated project management and offshore 

services. 

Its primary clients include ONGC, Oil India Ltd., Vedanta, GAIL and private exploration companies. Deep Industries 

operates in a niche segment where technical expertise, long-term customer relationships and specialised equipment 

create high entry barriers. 

The company has long duration contracts which provides revenue visibility, strong relationship with ... 

  

https://htsyndication.com/the-sunday-guardian/article/oil-and-gas-field-service-provider-s-revenue-up-55percent%2C-ebitda-up-61percent-yoy/102596971
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Experts chart roadmap for strengthening project execution across energy and mining CPSEs 

https://hiindia.com/experts-chart-roadmap-for-strengthening-project-execution-across-energy-and-mining-cpses/ 

The three-day third edition of Bharat CPSEs' Consultative Conclave 2026 on Project and Asset Management 

successfully concluded on Sunday here with experts charting out a roadmap for strengthening project execution, asset 

management and organisational excellence across Central Public Sector Enterprises (CPSEs) in the energy and 

mining sectors a day before at Gati Shakti Vishwavidyalaya (GSV) Vadodara, after insightful deliberations on 

strengthening project execution, asset management and organisational excellence. 

The event was organised jointly by the Capacity Building Commission (CBC) and the Department of Public Enterprises 

(DPE) under the Union Ministry of Finance with Gati Shakti Vishwavidyalaya (GSV) as the strategic knowledge 

partner.The conclave brought together policymakers, industry leaders, academia as well as senior CPSE executives to 

exchange best practices and chart the way forward in support of Viksit Bharat 2047.Detailed discussions were held on 

planning, detailed project report, contracting, land acquisition, asset life cycle management, deep tech technology 

adoption and use of PM Gati Shakti platform in formulating an implementable CPSE Reform Agenda.A total of 39 

delegates from NTPC, Coal India, Bharat Coking Coal, BPCL, HPCL, Indian Oil, ONGC, ONGC Videsh, Oil India, MRPL, 

GAIL, SAIL, MECON, NMDC, Hindustan Copper, NALCO, NHPC, SJVN and Power Grid Corporation of India participated 

in the Conclave.Mangu Singh (Former DMRC Managing Director) was the Chief Guest during the inauguration and 

focused on contract management as an important aspect for success of the projects.K. Moses Chalai (DPE Secretary), 

as the Guest of Honour, highlighted the need for innovative and data-driven approaches for asset and project 

management.Addressing the valedictory session, Manoj Choudhary, GSV Vice-Chancellor, said the conclave had 

created a strong momentum for collaborative learning and fostered a culture of informed and data-driven decision-

making.He highlighted GSV's growing contribution to capacity building across railways, highways, aviation, maritime, 

logistics and other infrastructure sectors.Referring to the MoU between GSV and CBC, he reiterated that this event 

marked the continuation of a long-term CBC-GSV partnership aimed at strengthening professional capacity across the 

infrastructure ecosystem of the country.Delivering the valedictory address, Alka Mittal, Member (CBC Administration), 

expressed satisfaction on the candid deliberations that took place between the speakers, industry practitioners and the 

CPSE participants, as to why some projects run late and how culture, discipline, policy enablement and technology can 

set them right.She reiterated that CBC along with GSV would publish a Bharat CPSE Compendium of best practices 

based on the recommendations that have emerged in this event.Mittal appreciated the efforts put in by GSV as a 

knowledge partner under the tutelage of the Vice-Chancellor Manoj Choudhary and Kaushik Das for making this event a 

grand success and expressed eagerness to continue the collaborative efforts between CBC and GSV in the march 

towards infrastructure capacity building for Viksit Bharat 2047'. 
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ONGC launches deep-water exploration campaign Samudra Manthan in Mahanadi basin 

https://indiabusinessjournal.com/full-story/2658/ONGC-launches-deep-water-exploration-campaign-Samudra-Manthan-in-

Mahanadi-basin 

  
Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) has commenced drilling its first deep-water exploratory well in the Mahanadi 

offshore basin. 

This marks the start of an ambitious campaign to tap India's deep and ultra-deep-water hydrocarbon resources. 

State-owned ONGC has spudded exploratory well MN-DW18-1-H-D under the government's Samudra Manthan mission, 

the company has said in a statement. 

The well is being drilled around 23 nautical miles from the Konark discovery off the Odisha coast, building on the 

corporation's recent Utkal and Konark discoveries that have strengthened the hydrocarbon prospectivity of the Mahanadi 

Offshore Basin. 

The drilling campaign forms a part of the push to accelerate exploration of India's offshore oil and gas reserves. 

In his Independence Day address on August 15, 2025, Prime Minister Narendra Modi had called for harnessing the 

country's untapped offshore hydrocarbon potential. 

In line with that vision, the government has opened nearly 1 million sq km of previously restricted offshore areas for 

exploration, paving the way for fresh acreage to be offered under upcoming rounds of the Open Acreage Licensing Policy 

(OALP). 

India's eastern and western offshore basins, extending to water depths of up to 3,000 metres, are estimated to hold more 

than 5,600 million metric tonnes of oil equivalent (MMTOE) of hydrocarbon resources. 

  

https://indiabusinessjournal.com/full-story/2658/ONGC-launches-deep-water-exploration-campaign-Samudra-Manthan-in-Mahanadi-basin
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ONGC Assam Asset Extends Relief to Flood-Hit Communities Despite Impact on Its Own Facilities 

https://indianpsucsr.com/ongc-assam-asset-flood-relief-csr-assam-floods/ 

  
The Maharatna Oil PSU demonstrates unwavering commitment to humanitarian service through CSR initiative amid 

Assam floods 

In a remarkable display of resilience and social responsibility, ONGC Assam Asset has continued its relief operations for 

flood-affected communities even as its own offices and residential colony have been impacted by the ongoing floods in 

Assam. 

As part of its Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) initiatives, ONGC Assam Asset distributed essential food items and 

medicines to families affected by the devastating floods, providing much-needed support during the ongoing humanitarian 

crisis. 

Despite facing operational challenges caused by inundation of its own facilities, the organisation remained steadfast in 

its commitment to serving the communities in and around its operational areas. Employees of ONGC Assam Asset joined 

hands to ensure that relief materials reached affected families in a timely manner, reflecting the PSU's dedication to 

standing with the people during difficult times. 

The relief initiative underscores ONGC's long-standing commitment to community welfare and disaster response. By 

prioritising humanitarian assistance even while dealing with the impact of floods on its own infrastructure, ONGC Assam 

Asset has demonstrated the spirit of compassion and corporate citizenship. 

The initiative highlights the vital role played by public sector enterprises in supporting communities during natural 

disasters, reaffirming ONGC's resolve to contribute to relief and rehabilitation efforts whenever the need arises. 
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Oil and gas field service provider's revenue up 55%, EBITDA up 61% YoY 

https://www.msn.com/en-in/money/economy/oil-and-gas-field-service-provider-s-revenue-up-55-ebitda-up-61-yoy/ar-

AA28GxfG 

  
Deep Industries Ltd was established in 1991 and is today one of India's leading integrated oil and gas field service 

providers. 

The company has evolved from a gas compression service provider into a diversified energy services company offering 

drilling, rigs, gas compression, gas dehydration, production enhancement, integrated project management and offshore 

services. 

Its primary clients include ONGC, Oil India Ltd., Vedanta, GAIL and private exploration companies. Deep Industries 

operates in a niche segment where technical expertise, long-term customer relationships and specialised equipment 

create high entry barriers. 

The company has long duration contracts which provides revenue visibility, strong relationship with ONGC and other 

PSU clients, diversified portfolio across upstream oil and gas services and a growing presence in emerging energy 

segments such as geothermal energy, coal gasification and hydrogen related infrastructure. FY26 was one of the 

strongest operational years in the company's history with revenue increasing by 55% to about Rs 891 crores, up from Rs 

576 crores in FY25. 

EBITDA went up by 61% to about Rs 425 crores from Rs 263 crores reflecting strong operating leverage while Profit 

Before Tax stood at Rs 197 crores. Deep Industries management clarified that the bottom line was impacted by a one 

time non cash write-off of around Rs 208 crores relating to legacy receivables acquired through earlier mergers. As this 

exceptional item does not affect operating cash flows or future profitability, hence the operational performance therefore 

remains significantly stronger than the reported accounting profit. 

One of Deep Industries' biggest strengths is its healthy order pipeline of over Rs 3,000 crores providing multi year revenue 

visibility. It has secured long term ONGC contracts worth over Rs 1,400 crores and continues to receive new orders in 

drilling, gas processing and production enhancement services. 

India's upstream oil and gas services sector is entering a favourable investment cycle with the government continuing to 

encourage domestic exploration to reduce import dependence. ONGC and Oil India are increasing capital expenditure, 

while new exploration blocks are creating significant opportunities for specialised service providers like Deep Industries. 

Unlike oil producers, service companies such as Deep Industries primarily benefit from higher exploration activity rather 

than crude oil prices alone. The company Management has guided for a 25-30% revenue growth in FY27, supported by 

healthy asset utilisation and execution of existing contracts. Deep Industries has transformed itself from a niche gas 

compression company into an integrated energy services platform with strong execution capabilities and despite the 

accounting impact of exceptional write offs in FY26, the underlying business continues to demonstrate robust growth, 

improving profitability and excellent order visibility. 

Deep Industries stock currently trading at Rs 480 on the bourses is pegged at a valuation that remains modest relative 

to its expected future earnings growth and it appears well positioned to benefit from India's expanding upstream energy 

investments. For long term investors willing to accept small cap volatility, Deep Industries offers an attractive combination 

of earnings growth, expanding service capabilities and structural tailwinds from India's increasing focus on domestic oil 

and gas production. 
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Samudra Manthan Mission: समुद्र मंथन ड्मशन के तहत पहले गहरे समुद्री कुएं की ड्डि ड्लंग शुरू, जाड्नए क्या है 
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नई ड्िल्ली: भारत की ऊजाब सुरक्षा को मजबूत करने की ड्िशा में एक बडा किम उठाते हुए सरकारी तेल एवं गैस कंपनी ऑयल एंड नेचुरल गैस 

कॉरपोरेशन (ONGC) ने महानिी ऑफशोर 

बेड्सन में अपने पहले गहरे समुद्री खोज कुएं (Deep Exploratory Well) की ड्डि ड्लंग शुरू कर िी है। यह ड्डि ड्लंग कें द्र सरकार के महत्वाकांक्षी 

‘समुद्र मंथन ड्मशन' का पहला चरण है, ड्जसका उदे्दश्य समुद्र की गहराइयो ंमें ड्छपे तेल और प्राकृड्तक गैस (हाइडि ोकाबबन) के ड्वशाल भंडार की 

खोज करना है। 

िेश में ऊजाब की बढती मांग और कचे्च तेल के आयात पर ड्नभबरता कम करने के लक्ष्य को ध्यान में रखते हुए इस ड्मशन को भारत के ऊजाब के्षत्र 

के ड्लए बेहि अहम माना जा रहा है। 

समुद्र मंथन ड्मशन क्या है? 

‘समुद्र मंथन ड्मशन' भारत सरकार की एक रणनीड्तक पहल है, ड्जसके तहत समुद्र के गहरे और अत्यड्धक गहरे ड्हस्सो ंमें मौजूि हाइडि ोकाबबन 

संसाधनो ंकी खोज की जाएगी। इस ड्मशन का उदे्दश्य ऐसे तेल और गैस भंडारो ंको तलाशना है, ड्जनका अभी तक िोहन नही ंड्कया गया है। 

ONGC ने इस अड्भयान के तहत MN-DW18-1-H-D नामक पहले डीप एक्सप्लोरेटरी वेल की ड्डि ड्लंग शुरू की है। यह ड्मशन भड्वष्य में भारत 

के ऊजाब उत्पािन को नई ड्िशा िे सकता है। 

ओड्डशा तट के पास हो रही है ड्डि ड्लंग 

यह खोज कुआं ओड्डशा के तट से िूर महानिी ऑफशोर बेड्सन में स्थस्थत ‘कोणाकब ' खोज के्षत्र से लगभग 23 नॉड्टकल मील की िूरी पर खोिा जा 

रहा है। 

ONGC के अनुसार, इससे पहले ‘उत्कल' और ‘कोणाकब ' के्षत्रो ंमें हुई खोजो ंने इस इलाके में हाइडि ोकाबबन की अच्छी संभावनाओ ंके संकेत ड्िए 

थे। अब उसी कडी को आगे बढाते हुए यह नया अड्भयान शुरू ड्कया गया है। 

पीएम मोिी के ड्वजन से जुडा अड्भयान 

15 अगस्त को स्वतंत्रता ड्िवस के अवसर पर प्रधानमंत्री नरेंद्र मोिी ने िेश की अप्रयुक्त ऑफशोर ऊजाब क्षमता का पूरा उपयोग करने पर जोर 

ड्िया था। उसी ड्िशा में सरकार ने बडा फैसला लेते हुए लगभग 10 लाख वगब ड्कलोमीटर समुद्री के्षत्र को, जो पहले खोज के ड्लए प्रड्तबंड्धत था, 

अब एक्सप्लोरेशन के ड्लए खोल ड्िया है। 

इससे Open Acreage Licensing Policy (OALP) के आगामी चरणो ंमें नए के्षत्रो ंमें तेल और गैस खोज के ड्लए कंपड्नयो ंको अवसर ड्मलेंगे। 

भारत के समुद्र में ड्छपा है बडा ऊजाब भंडार 

सरकारी आकलन के अनुसार भारत के पूवी और पड्िमी ऑफशोर बेड्सन में लगभग 5,600 ड्मड्लयन टन ऑयल इड्िवेलेंट (MMTOE) से अड्धक 

हाइडि ोकाबबन संसाधन मौजूि हो सकते हैं। ये संसाधन समुद्र की सतह से लगभग 3,000 मीटर तक की गहराई में फैले हुए हैं। 

ड्वशेषज्ो ंका मानना है ड्क यड्ि इन संसाधनो ंका सफलतापूवबक िोहन ड्कया गया तो भारत की ऊजाब जरूरतो ंका बडा ड्हस्सा घरेलू स्तर पर पूरा 

ड्कया जा सकेगा। 

DeepX ड्मशन सेंटर से ड्मलेगी तकनीकी मिि 

गहरे समुद्र में तेल और गैस खोज जैसे जड्टल अड्भयानो ंको सफल बनाने के ड्लए ONGC ने जनवरी 2026 में मंुबई में अपना अत्याधुड्नक 

Deepwater Exploration Mission Centre (DeepX) शुरू ड्कया था। 

https://newsjagran.in/samudra-manthan-mission-ongc-first-deepwater-exploratory-well-drilling-mahanadi-offshore-basin/
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यह कें द्र अत्याधुड्नक तकनीक, डेटा ड्वशे्लषण और डीपवॉटर ड्डि ड्लंग ड्वशेषज्ता के जररए समुद्री खोज अड्भयानो ंको तकनीकी सहायता प्रिान 

करेगा। 

ड्डि ड्लंग का मुख्य उदे्दश्य क्या है? 

ONGC के अनुसार इस अड्भयान के प्रमुख लक्ष्य हैं— 

समुद्र में नए तेल और गैस भंडारो ंकी खोज करना। 

घरेलू कचे्च तेल और प्राकृड्तक गैस का उत्पािन बढाना। 

कचे्च तेल के आयात पर भारत की ड्नभबरता कम करना। 

ऊजाब सुरक्षा को मजबूत बनाना। 

ऊजाब के्षत्र में आत्मड्नभबर भारत के लक्ष्य को गड्त िेना। 

भड्वष्य में ईंधन की उपलब्धता सुड्नड्ित करना। 

भारत को क्या होगा फायिा? 

भारत अपनी जरूरत का बडा ड्हस्सा आज भी ड्विेशो ंसे कचे्च तेल के रूप में आयात करता है। यड्ि समुद्र मंथन ड्मशन के तहत बडे हाइडि ोकाबबन 

भंडार ड्मलते हैं तो इससे कई महत्वपूणब लाभ होगें। 

तेल आयात ड्बल में कमी आएगी। 

ड्विेशी मुद्रा की बचत होगी। 

ऊजाब के्षत्र में आत्मड्नभबरता बढेगी। 

उद्योगो ंको स्थस्थर ऊजाब आपूड्तब ड्मलेगी। 

रोजगार और ड्नवेश के नए अवसर पैिा होगें। 

िेश की रणनीड्तक ऊजाब सुरक्षा मजबूत होगी। 

ड्नष्कषब 

समुद्र मंथन ड्मशन केवल एक ड्डि ड्लंग अड्भयान नही,ं बस्थि भारत की िीघबकाड्लक ऊजाब रणनीड्त का अहम ड्हस्सा है। महानिी ऑफशोर बेड्सन 

में शुरू हुई पहली डीपवॉटर ड्डि ड्लंग भड्वष्य में िेश के ड्लए नए तेल और गैस भंडारो ंका रास्ता खोल सकती है। यड्ि यह ड्मशन सफल रहता है, 

तो भारत आयाड्तत ईंधन पर अपनी ड्नभबरता घटाकर ऊजाब के के्षत्र में आत्मड्नभबर बनने की ड्िशा में एक बडी छलांग लगा सकता है। 
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The three-day 3rd edition of Bharat CPSEs' Consultative Conclave 2026 on Project and Asset Management was 

successfully concluded at Gati Shakti Vishwavidyalaya (GSV) Vadodara, after insightful deliberations on strengthening 

project execution, asset management and organisational excellence across Central Public Sector Enterprises (CPSEs) 

of the Energy and Mining sectors. 

According to the Ministry of Railways, the event, on Saturday, was organised jointly by the Capacity Building Commission 

(CBC) and the Department of Public Enterprises (DPE), Ministry of Finance, Government of India, with Gati Shakti 

Vishwavidyalaya (GSV) as the strategic Knowledge Partner. 

The conclave brought together policymakers, industry leaders, and academia, as well as senior CPSE executives, to 

exchange best practices and chart the way forward in support of Viksit Bharat 2047. 

Detailed discussions were held on planning, DPR, contracting, land acquisition, asset life cycle management, deep tech 

technology adoption, and use of PM Gati Shakti platform in formulating an implementable CPSE Reform Agenda. A total 

of 39 delegates from NTPC, Coal India, Bharat Coking Coal, BPCL, HPCL, Indian Oil, ONGC, ONGC Videsh, Oil India, 

MRPL, GAIL, SAIL, MECON, NMDC, Hindustan Copper, NALCO, NHPC, SJVN and Power Grid Corporation of India 

participated in the Conclave. 

Dr Mangu Singh (Former MD, DMRC) was the Chief Guest during the inauguration and focused on contract management 

as an important aspect for the success of the projects. Shri K. Moses Chalai (Secretary, DPE), as the Guest of Honour, 

highlighted the need for innovative and data-driven approaches for asset and project management. 

Addressing the valedictory session, Prof Manoj Choudhary, Vice Chancellor, GSV, said the conclave had created a 

strong momentum for collaborative learning and fostered a culture of informed and data-driven decision-making. 

He highlighted GSV's growing contribution to capacity building across railways, highways, aviation, maritime, logistics, 

and other infrastructure sectors. Referring to the MoU between GSV and CBC, he reiterated that this event marked the 

continuation of a long-term CBC-GSV partnership aimed at strengthening professional capacity across the infrastructure 

ecosystem of the country. 

Delivering the valedictory address, Dr. Alka Mittal, Member (Administration, CBC), expressed satisfaction on the candid 

deliberations that took place between the speakers, industry practitioners and the CPSE participants, as to why some 

projects run late and how culture, discipline, policy enablement and technology can set them right. 

She reiterated that CBC, along with GSV, would publish a Bharat CPSE Compendium of best practices based on the 

recommendations that have emerged in this event. 

Dr Alka Mittal appreciated the efforts put in by GSV as a knowledge partner under the tutelage of the Vice Chancellor 

Prof Manoj Choudhary and Prof Kaushik Das for making this event a grand success and expressed eagerness to continue 

the collaborative efforts between CBC and GSV in the march towards infrastructure capacity building for Viksit Bharat 

2047. 
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Union Minister Hardeep Singh Puri said biofuels, green hydrogen and domestic energy production will drive India's energy 

transition, reduce crude oil imports and strengthen energy security 

Union Minister Hardeep Singh Puri 

New Delhi, July 26: Union Minister for Petroleum and Natural Gas, Hardeep Singh Puri, said on Sunday that 

transformative initiatives like the Biofuel Mission, Green Hydrogen Mission, and Samudra Manthan are steering India 

towards a new era of energy self-reliance. 

The Union Minister highlighted that biofuel forms a crucial foundation of India's sustainable energy future, empowering 

farmers, reducing dependence on imported fuels, and giving fresh momentum to environmental conservation. 

"Under the visionary leadership of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, India is today advancing rapidly with full confidence 

towards energy transition," the Union Minister added. 

"From 2014-15 up to May 2026, the ethanol blending with petrol programme has resulted in a saving of more than Rs 

1.90 lakh crore in foreign exchange by substituting 310 lakh metric tonnes of imported crude oil and has generated 

additional earnings for farmers of more than Rs 1.6 lakh crore. Besides it has cut carbon emissions of more than 930 

lakh metric tonnes," according to official figures. 

"India imports close to 88.5 per cent of the crude oil it consumes which explains a great deal about why ethanol blending 

sits so high on the policy agenda. Every barrel of oil bought from abroad exposes the country to price swings and supply 

shocks that are entirely outside its control. Ethanol produced from Indian sugarcane, maize and rice offers a way to blunt 

that exposure using resources grown at home," according to an official statement. 

Meanwhile, India's installed renewable energy capacity has increased nearly fourfold from 76.38 GW in 2014 to 288.58 

GW as on June 30, 2026, according to information tabled by the government in Parliament last week. 

Solar power leads in the country's renewable energy segment with an installed capacity of 162.15 GW followed by wind 

power at 57.44 GW and hydro power with 57.24. The remaining 11.75 GW is accounted for by bio power. 

As of now, a total of 297.36 GW non-fossil fuel sources-based electricity capacity has been installed in the country as on 

June 30, 2026. This includes 288.58 GW renewable energy capacity and 8.78 GW nuclear power capacity, Minister of 

State for New and Renewable Energy Shripad Yesso Naik said in a written reply to a query in the Rajya Sabha. 
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More than a year after Indian Oil Corporation Ltd (IOC) signed a deal with the Odisha government for its biggest-ever 

single-location investment, the 61,077-crore Paradip Petrochemical Complex saw the commencement of land acquisition 

for the mega project. 

The state government has started the mandatory Social Impact Assessment (SIA) for acquiring private land for the 

integrated petrochemical complex. This project is expected to transform Paradip into one of India's largest petrochemical 

manufacturing hubs. 

The mega petrochemical complex will be anchored by a world-scale 1.5 million tonnes per annum (MTPA) dual-feed 

naphtha cracker and a host of downstream petrochemical units, besides the proposed Paradip plastic park. 

The project is expected to catalyse investments in downstream plastics, chemicals and manufacturing industries while 

creating thousands of direct and indirect jobs. 

The revenue and disaster management department has issued a notification for the acquisition of 219.617 acres of private 

land at Badakantakandha village under Erasama tehsil of Jagatsinghpur  district of Odisha. 

The private land parcel is part of around 2,200 acres required for the project and is located adjacent to IOC's existing 

Paradip refinery. 

The land acquisition will be carried out through the Odisha Industrial Infrastructure Development Corporation (Idco). The 

SIA process is expected to be completed within four months. The project work will commence soon once the land 

acquisition is over. The petrochemical complex is expected to become the cornerstone of Odisha's ambition to emerge 

as a major petrochemicals manufacturing hub, a senior official told Business Standard. 

In April last year, a memorandum of understanding (MoU) was signed for the project in the presence of Hardeep Singh 

Puri, Union minister of petroleum and natural gas, and Mohan Charan Majhi, Odisha chief minister, and other senior 

dignitaries in New Delhi. 

According to plans of the state-owned oil major, a wide range of petrochemical products, including polypropylene (PP), 

high-density polyethylene (HDPE), linear low-density polyethylene (LLDPE), polyvinyl chloride (PVC), phenol, isopropyl 

alcohol (IPA) and butadiene will be produced at the integrated petrochemical complex. 

It would provide critical feedstock for sectors such as pharmaceuticals, agrochemicals, paints, adhesives, packaging and 

plastics. 

Officials said the project is expected to reduce import dependence, attract large-scale downstream investments, 

encourage growth of the proposed Paradip plastic park and generate substantial direct and indirect employment across 

the region. 

Built around the existing 15 MTPA Paradip refinery, the dual-feed cracker will enhance value addition from crude oil while 

positioning the company as a leading player in India's rapidly growing petrochemicals sector. The project is expected to 

be completed over the next four to five years after the completion of statutory clearances, land acquisition and 

construction. "The integrated complex will also strengthen the competitiveness of eastern India's manufacturing sector 

by ensuring the availability of raw materials for thousands of micro, small and medium enterprises," officials added. 
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India's growing backlash against the rollout of E20 petrol is showing no signs of slowing down. 

What began as scattered criticism from enthusiasts and owners of older vehicles has now evolved into an organized 

citizens' movement, with multiple groups rallying around the issue. 

The latest development comes from Team Bharat, which has announced a peaceful road rally titled ' Gaadi March, 

Gandhi March ', scheduled for July 31 in New Delhi . According to the organization, the march will begin at India Gate, 

pass the residences and offices of Union Ministers Nitin Gadkari and Hardeep Singh Puri, and conclude outside 

Parliament Street. 

Team Bharat says the event is not intended as a confrontation against the government or the ethanol blending programme 

itself. Instead, it describes the rally as a peaceful demonstration seeking greater transparency, consumer choice and 

solutions for owners of older vehicles affected by the transition to E20 fuel. 

Six key demands 

In its press release, Team Bharat has laid out six demands. These include restoring the availability of E10 petrol for 

vehicles designed to run on it, reducing the price of ethanol-free (E0) petrol, offering a 20 percent discount on E20 fuel, 

making all policy documents related to E20 publicly available, finding solutions for pre-2023 vehicles that may be affected 

by E20 petrol, and addressing what it calls a conflict of interest involving Union Road Transport Minister Nitin Gadkari. 

Participants have also been encouraged to display slogans such as *"Meri Gaadi, Mera Adhikar," "Meri Bike, Meri 

Choice,"* and *"Our Vehicles. Our Choice. Our Right."* Team Bharat says only issues relating to fuel and ethanol will be 

discussed during the rally. 

More citizen groups are emerging 

The Team Bharat rally comes at a time when opposition to mandatory E20 adoption is increasingly taking shape on social 

media. 

One of the most visible groups is the Cockroach Janata Party (CJP), which has repeatedly criticized the government's 

fuel policy through viral campaigns, memes and owner awareness posts. CJP has now publicly extended its support to 

another newly formed movement - the Ethanol Janata Party (EJP). 

EJP has witnessed rapid growth, crossing 20,000 followers on X within a single day, suggesting that concerns over 

ethanol-blended petrol are resonating with a growing number of vehicle owners. While these organizations do not 

represent official political parties, they have emerged as citizen-led campaigns focused primarily on fuel policy and 

consumer rights. 

Why is E20 petrol controversial? 

India introduced E20 petrol as part of its broader strategy to reduce crude oil imports, improve energy security and support 

the country's sugarcane farmers. Ethanol is domestically produced, making it an attractive alternative to imported fossil 

fuels. 

However, the transition has also generated significant criticism. Owners of older motorcycles and cars argue that many 

vehicles currently on Indian roads were originally engineered for E10 or lower ethanol blends. 

They worry that prolonged use of E20 could accelerate wear on rubber seals, fuel lines and certain engine components. 

Some motorists have also reported reduced fuel economy because ethanol contains less energy per litre than 

conventional petrol. Another common complaint has been the non-availability of E10 petrol, leaving owners of older 

vehicles with little practical choice but to use E20. 
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Supporters of the policy, however, point out that vehicle manufacturers have spent the past few years introducing E20-

compatible models. They argue that ethanol blending helps reduce greenhouse gas emissions, cuts India's dependence 

on imported oil and creates additional income opportunities for the agricultural sector. Government agencies have also 

maintained that newer E20-compliant vehicles have been engineered to safely operate on the higher ethanol blend. 

With citizen groups becoming more organized and public demonstrations now being planned in the national capital, the 

debate over India's ethanol fuel transition appears set to become even more prominent in the coming months. 
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Dharmendra Pradhan's resignation has ended the CJP's protest. It wasn't just the NEET-UG paper leak case, the CJP's 

protest witnessed more than one agitation. 

There were multiple issues, from ethanol-blending to women's reservation. Does any of these have the potential to 

become the next big issue? 

"My school tortures me a lot to study," a Class 8 student from Delhi's Patparganj told India Today Digital when asked why 

he had come to Jantar Mantar. Accompanied by a group of friends, the 14-year-old had little to do with the for Union 

Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan's resignation over the NEET-UG 2026 paper leak and irregularities in the 

education system. 

Though the 14-year-old's demand was unique, there were different issues that had been highlighted by protesters at the 

CJP's protest site at New Delhi's Jantar Mantar. 

By the final days of the month-long agitation, Jantar Mantar was no longer just the epicentre of the CJP protest or . It had 

evolved into something much larger. It became a magnet for people carrying grievances of every kind, many only loosely 

connected to the education movement that had first drawn national attention. 

Walking through the protest site, the demands changed every few metres. One group sought women's reservation in 

Parliament. Another protested about the lack of job opportunities. Some campaigned against the rushed implementation 

of the ethanol-blending programme, claiming it was damaging their vehicles. 

Opposition party workers joined students, on the Union government. Alongside them stood first-time protesters, curious 

visitors and ordinary citizens who believed Jantar Mantar had become the place where the government might finally hear 

them. 

In many ways, the designated protest site had begun to outgrow the movement that revived it. What started as a campaign 

against the education system had gradually become a platform for every unresolved frustration looking for an audience. 

By the time (July 25), and the CJP called off its agitation, Jantar Mantar had become more than the venue of a student 

protest. It had briefly transformed into the country's loudest marketplace of dissent. 

With Dharmendra Pradhan resigning as the education minister, the protests have been called off, and now at Jantar 

Mantar no protests are being held. 

But what might be the next big issue that brings protesters to Jantar Mantar? Does the list of demands at the CJP protest 

give us a glimpse? 

CONGRESS AND SAMAJWADI PARTY WORKERS AT JANTAR MANTAR 

Among the CJP volunteers serving food, collecting garbage and helping manage the month-long protest were workers 

from the Indian National Congress's Seva Dal, the party's volunteer wing, who had joined the agitation in solidarity. 

"I came from Kochi to take part in the protest," a Congress worker told India Today Digital. "The to raise their voice against 

irregularities in the education system," he said, highlighting his party's role in the issue. 

When asked why the Congress's top leadership had not formally joined the CJP protest, he defended the party's stand. 

"Rahul Gandhi ji came out on the streets and condemned the ," he told India Today Digital. 

"We are here because of the support and direction of the national leadership," he added. 

A little behind the CJP's main stage, another group caught attention. Dozens of people wearing the Samajwadi Party's 

signature red caps had gathered together. 
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"We are from Kannauj, the constituency of our leader Akhilesh Yadav," an elderly SP worker told India Today Digital. 

"This government must go. Around 200 of us have come to Jantar Mantar," he said, making it clear that for many political 

workers, the student-led agitation had also become an opportunity to amplify the Opposition's campaign against the 

Union government. 

'WE NEED 33% WOMEN'S RESERVATION IN THE PARLIAMENT' 

Just outside Jantar Mantar, near Tolstoy Marg, two elderly women stood holding placards that had little to do with 

students' rights or the NEET controversy. Their demand was different. They sought 33% reservation for women in 

Parliament. 

"We support the students, but it is equally important to raise the issue of women's equality in this country. Equality begins 

in politics," a 54-year-old member of the National Federation of Indian Women (NFIW), the women's wing of the 

Communist Party of India (CPI), told India Today Digital. 

"Our organisation has mobilised nearly 500 people for this protest. It is high time the government heard our demand and 

fulfilled it," another NFIW member said. 

The call for women's reservation was not confined to the road outside Jantar Mantar. Inside the protest site too, several 

women's organisations, including the Young Women's Christian Association (YWCA) India and the All India Democratic 

Women's Association (AIDWA), joined the demonstrations. 

Their slogans were different from those of the CJP. While students demanded accountability in the education system, 

these groups raised their voices for greater political representation and equal rights for women, reflecting how Jantar 

Mantar had evolved into a platform for multiple causes beyond the student movement. 

A BLIND MAN CAME ALONE, HOPING SOMEONE WOULD HEAR HIS PLEA 

The demands were not limited to women's reservations either. 

Amid the sea of protesters stood 38-year-old Purshottam Puri, a visually impaired man who had travelled alone from 

Madhya Pradesh with just one demand  to get his monthly pension restored. 

For the past three months, Puri claimed, his pension had stopped arriving, pushing his family into financial distress. 

Undeterred, Puri boarded a train to Delhi by himself, believing Jantar Mantar was where unheard voices could finally find 

an audience. 

"I have elderly parents who can no longer work," Puri told India Today Digital. "They receive a pension, and I also depend 

on my pension. That is how our family survives," he said. 

Puri's appeal was simple. "I request the government to hear my case and ensure that my pension is released," he told 

India Today Digital. 

ETHANOL-BLENDING COULD BECOME THE NEXT BIG ISSUE 

Around Puri stood people carrying placards demanding more employment opportunities, protesting the government's 

ethanol-blending programme, or raising entirely different grievances. 

One of the demands that had the potential to get a large section of the population to protest is the mandate to sell 20% 

ethanol-blended petrol. 

The Centre's push for mandatory ethanol blending is fast emerging as the next issue around which resistance is beginning 

to mobilise, with transporters, motorists and activists preparing to take their agitation to the streets. 

Resistance to the Ethanol Blended Petrol (EBP) programme , when Team Bharat, an outfit led by entrepreneur and 

television personality Tehseen Poonawalla, organised a protest against the policy. Now, with the CJP agitation over, anti-

ethanol activists appear keen to occupy the space left behind by the student movement. 

Tehseen Poonawalla has announced 'The Gaadi March' in New Delhi on July 31, signalling the beginning of a larger 

campaign against the Centre's ethanol policy. 

The Delhi Taxi and Tourist Transporters and Tour Operators Association has also announced a march to Parliament on 

August 4. The association on July 24 (Friday) said it would demand an independent scientific review of the ethanol-

blending programme involving vehicle owners, consumers, transport operators, automobile manufacturers and technical 

experts before the policy is expanded further. 
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The discontent was also visible during the CJP protest. Alongside placards demanding accountability over the education 

system were posters questioning ethanol-blended fuel, with several protesters arguing that the policy was harming 

vehicles and increasing maintenance costs. 

Some protesters even claimed that after Dharmendra Pradhan, the next political target of public protests should be Union 

Road Transport and Highways Minister Nitin Gadkari, who has become the face of India's E20 petrol push, and Petroleum 

and Natural Gas Minister Hardeep Singh Puri, under whose ministry the ethanol-blending programme is being 

implemented. 

Whether the opposition to ethanol gathers the same momentum as the CJP movement remains to be seen. But with 

protest marches already planned and transport associations joining the campaign, New Delhi might soon witness another 

agitation, and this time over the fuel in India's vehicles rather than the future of its students. 

Today, , no slogans echoing through Tolstoy Marg and no crowds spilling onto the pavements. Yet, for a few weeks, the 

protest site became more than the headquarters of a student movement. It became a national noticeboard of frustrations, 

where people arrived believing that if one voice had managed to make the government listen, perhaps theirs could too. 

Ethanol in petrol has the potential of becoming the next big issue of protest at Jantar Mantar. 

  



 

Page 53 of 53. 

Headline GMPL project: MP seeks regular, permanent jobs for displaced families 

Publication The Hindu Edition Online Coverage 

Published Date 26 Jul 2026 

 

GMPL project: MP seeks regular, permanent jobs for displaced families 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Mangalore/gmpl-project-mp-seeks-regular-permanent-jobs-for-displaced-

families/article71266087.ece 

  
Capt. Brijesh Chowta, Member of Parliament for Dakshina Kannada, has urged Union Petroleum and Natural Gas 

Minister Hardeep Singh Puri to intervene and ensure permanent, regular employment for members of 115 project-

displaced families (PDFs) who lost their land for a project now operated by GAIL Mangalore Petrochemicals Limited 

(GMPL). 

In a recent letter to the Minister, Capt. Chowta said the issue dates back to 2012, when 115.25 acres of land were 

acquired from local families for setting up a purified terephthalic acid (PTA) plant by the erstwhile JBF Petrochemicals 

Limited (JBFPL). Under the original lease deeds signed on September 29, 2012, and December 9, 2012, a binding 

commitment was made to provide priority for full-time, regular employment to a minimum of 115 members of these 

displaced families. Following the acquisition of the plant by GAIL (India) Limited through the NCLT resolution plan, the 

newly formed subsidiary GMPL legally inherited these displacement and rehabilitation obligations. 

The letter said that, for a prolonged period, the absorption process remained stalled. As documented in GMPL's internal 

communication (Letter No. GMPL/MSEZL/15), the management initially resisted direct, permanent engagement. It cited 

restrictive Department of Public Enterprises (DPE) and Department of Personnel and Training (DoPT) guidelines on open 

competitive recruitment, suggesting short-term contract arrangements instead. This was strongly opposed by the local 

families and the district administration, as the Karnataka government had explicitly clarified that fulfilling the original land-

acquisition lease conditions was a mandatory legal obligation arising from the takeover, and not a case of fresh public 

recruitment. 

The letter said that, after Mr. Puri's intervention on August 7, 2024, the ministry swiftly issued an official directive on 

August 8, 2024 (File No. L-11011/5/2023-GP-II), fast-tracking the recruitment. "Consequently, the GMPL management 

formally assured my office that all hurdles had been resolved and that the employment process would be completed 

successfully." 

The MP further wrote: "However, a major grievance has now arisen during the actual issuance of the appointment offers. 

Contrary to the permanent, regular employment that was promised and legally mandated under the original rehabilitation 

terms, GMPL has started issuing offer letters stipulating that the 'engagement will be initially for a period of five years. 

Subsequently, the engagement period will continue to be extended further for one or multiple term(s) of up to five years.' 

"This unexpected deviation has caused deep distress and widespread dissatisfaction among the PDF families. Having 

permanently surrendered their ancestral land and livelihoods for the country's industrial development, a temporary five-

year contract leaves their future secure-less and volatile. It defeats the very spirit of the historical resolution we achieved 

under your esteemed guidance." 

Capt. Chowta requested the minister to direct the management of GAIL and GMPL to honour their original commitment 

in letter and spirit. 

"The offer letters must be revised to grant permanent, regular employment to the eligible members of these 115 project-

displaced families, ensuring complete justice for them," the letter concluded. 
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